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The Westland Media Center: FAQs 

When can students come to the MC? 

 Before school (no pass needed) 8:00-8:15  

 During STAR  

o Bring a yellow pass from your STAR teacher 

 During the day with a yellow, UNIVERSAL PASS from your teacher 

o Computers available if there is not a class scheduled 

 During lunch 

o Listen to the morning announcements to hear which lunches are open each day 

 After school 

o Until 3:20 everyday 

 With your classes for research projects, book talks, book check out, etc. 

How do I check the library catalog, Destiny, from home? 

  Go to https://destiny.mcpsmd.org/, click on “Westland Middle School” 

o To search for materials, click on the “Catalog” tab (you don’t need to login) 

o To see what you have checked out, click on “Login”; use your MCPS username and 

password; click on the “My Info” tab 

What is the checkout policy for students?  

 3 materials for 2 weeks; materials can be put on hold and renewed 

o Check out books, graphic novels, magazines, and audio books (including playaways)! 

I need help!  Who can I ask? 

 Our media staff would love to help you with book recommendations, finding a book, 

research projects, etc. 

 Come see Mrs. Salnick in the Media Center or feel free to email her at 

sarah_p_salnick@mcpsmd.org  

 Our media assistant, Mrs. Janet Biggs (8:00-1:30) is here to help you, too 

 

 

 

https://destiny.mcpsmd.org/
mailto:sarah_p_salnick@mcpsmd.org
http://www.flickr.com/photos/45364408@N07/8187403681/
http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&sa=N&rlz=1T4GGHP_enUS440US440&hl=en&tbm=isch&tbnid=N0TVU2Fx9Jd28M:&imgrefurl=http://rampupreading.wikispaces.com/Playaways&docid=Mi6bGptuwKzz9M&imgurl=http://rampupreading.wikispaces.com/file/view/playaway.jpg/310140006/playaway.jpg&w=238&h=233&ei=-PJZUufVDfTI4APu-ICoCQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:1,s:0,i:93&iact=rc&page=1&tbnh=186&tbnw=190&start=0&ndsp=5&tx=130.52383422851562&ty=90.14288330078125
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Bronze ritual vessel  

http://www.ancientchina. co.uk/ html 

 

Daling River 

Image Quest 

 

How do I access the subscription databases from home? 

 Print copies of the online resources and passwords can be found in the Media Center. 

 An electronic copy can be shared as well. 

 

How do I know if a website is good enough to use? 

 Print copies of the Website Evaluation form can be found in the Media Center. 

 An electronic copy can be shared as well. 

How do I cite a picture in my project? 

 Include a citation and a caption  

 Examples: 

 

 

 

 

How do I get into NoodleTools? 

 www.noodletools.com 

Students’ accounts will be linked to their Google Account! 

 See Mrs. Salnick if you have any questions  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specific URL or database 

(not the search engine) 

http://www.noodletools.com/
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Westland Middle School Research Guidelines 

ALL Grades 6-8 

Accurately follow the steps to a research project 

1. Define and refine a problem or question. 
a. Identify an information need. 

b. Formulate and refine questions. 

c. Be a flexible researcher.  If needed, narrow, broaden, or change the research topic or questions.   

 

2. Locate and evaluate resources (human, print, electronic, or multimedia). 
a. Recognize that online information can come from a free webpage or from a subscription 

database (magazine, book, newspaper, reference).  This is especially important when it comes 

time to cite the sources.  Use Westland’s subscription databases! 

b. Googling?  Use the Website Evaluation check list! 

 

3. Find, generate, record, and organize data/information. 
a. Use text features to find relevant information (index, table of contents, bold words, titles, etc.). 

b. Use technology tools to find relevant information (ex: control “F” to find). 

c. Avoid plagiarism: keep track of your sources by visiting www.noodletools.com and easily create 

a Works Cited page.  Access NoodleTools from school and from home.  All Westland 

students can log in with their google account.  NoodleTools makes it easy to avoid plagiarism 

and prepares students for high school and college.   

d. Decide on an appropriate format to record information.  Create digital note cards on 

NoodleTools.  See Mrs. Salnick in the media center if you have any questions.   

 

4. Interpret recorded data/information 
a. Evaluate and analyze information for relevance, completeness, accuracy, and discrepancies. 

b. Decide if the information needs to be summarized, paraphrased, or used as direct quotations. 

c. Confirm that information is from multiple sources. 

d. Make connections. 

e. Identify point of view and bias within the information. 

 

5. Share findings/conclusions and reflect on the process 
a. Use a variety of formats to share findings/conclusions. 

b. Individually, collaboratively, and responsibly share findings/conclusions. 

c. If you are writing a paper, you may need to use parenthetical citations.  See below for some 

common examples. 

 

 

 

http://www.noodletools.com/
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Correctly use in-text citations 

Common Examples of Parenthetical Citations: 

Whole class is citing the same book?  No need for a Works Cited page.  Just use page numbers.  

Example: “The magnetic field produced by a current has three distinct characteristics.  The field can be 

turned on or off, have its direction reversed, or have its strength changed” (82). 

 

You need to use parenthetical citations even if you paraphrase or if you are using the text as evidence.  

Example: There are three features of a magnetic field created by a current: the field can be turned both 

on and off, its direction can be reversed, and its strength can be altered (82). 

 

If you have used multiple sources and have a Works Cited (see below), you will include the author’s last 

name, too.  Example: “The ability to move an object over a distance is called energy” (Wainwright 86).  

 

Works Cited 

Kelly, Susan. Planet Earth. Florence: McRae, 2001. Print 

Wainwright, Camille. Electricity and Magnetism. Needham: Pearson, 2005. Print. 

 

Correctly cite images in projects 

You MUST include a caption AND citation information for each image. 

Image found using a database:   

*Include the name of the database for the citation. 

Image found using Google: 

*Include the specific URL for the citation. 

Example: 

 
Arc de Triomphe in France (caption) 

CultureGrams (citation) 

Example: 

 
Arc de Triomphe in France (caption) 

www.discoverfrance.net (citation) 

NOT www.google.com 

 

http://www.discoverfrance.net/France/Paris/Monuments-Paris/Arc-CDG.shtml
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLW0z7eL_MgCFQPYPgodQnkI1g&url=http://www.discoverfrance.net/France/Paris/Monuments-Paris/Arc-CDG.shtml&psig=AFQjCNEaUGM77ZdEhuTI6un4EwZVLPhQ_w&ust=1446909301725353
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Take notes and correctly cite sources for a written report 

Use NoodleTools to create an annotated Works Cited page and to create notes in 

NoodleTools linked to specific sources. 

6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade 
The above should be 

accomplished by the end of 3rd 

quarter. 

The above should be 

accomplished by the end of 3rd 

quarter. 

The above should be 

accomplished by the end of 2nd 

quarter. 

 

Correctly cite sources for a brochure, PowerPoint, poster, Google 

slide presentation, Prezi, PhotoStory, etc. 

6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade 
 Include a list of sources at 

the end of a presentation.  

Include names of any 

databases you used AND 

any specific URLs of 

websites. 

 Include a Works Cited page 

at the end of a presentation. 

 Include a Works Cited page 

at the end of a presentation 

and include in-text citations 

throughout the presentation. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


