
Students designed and launched rockets using the MYP design cycle. The challenge was to get a 
satellite into space  which meant getting the rocket as high as possible and utilizing a parachute 
to allow the equipment to return safely. Students began with a study of how satellites benefit 
society. They then chose a purpose for their satellite and launch such as collecting satellite data in 

order to help regulate water management.   

During the design phase, students needed to submit their proposed designs 
and budgets along with justification of their plan, referring to the forces they 
had studied during the unit. Students were allowed to be creative with their 
designs and teachers did not critique the design, only checking that they had 
reasoned plans. Whether the rockets succeeded or failed, all students learned 

a lot and had a blast!

On Wednesday, November  28th, Westland famil ies 
gathered together  w ith a common goal of promoting  a 
love of r eading.  Our  media special ist, Sarah Salnick 
and media assistant, Janet Biggs, have organized this 
annual event in the hopes of br inging famil ies together  
to promote l i teracy at home and  at school. 

Famil ies had the oppor tuni ty to dine together , w i th the 
suppor t of the PTSA, and read together. Any chi ld who 
attended left the evening w ith a new  book.  Book 
options r anged from board boards for  toddler s to 
novels for  young adults, and even selections in Spanish. 

The evening  culminated w ith Magali  Barbaran, 
teacher , r eading a picture book in Spanish.  A great 
evening  celebrating l i teracy was had by al l .
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Our sixth grade students 
visited the media center to 
study the difference 
between websites and 
databases. Now students 
are using their critical 
thinking skills to  examine 
and evaluate sources for 
reliability. 
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Dur ing the month of November , Westland 
students continued to learn about issues 
connected to access to clean water  that 
culminated in a 3 mi le walk in sol idar i ty w ith the 
chi ldren who walk for  water  al l  over  the wor ld. 

Westland teamed up w ith the local non-prof i t 
organization, Amman Imman, Water  is Li fe, in 
order  to r aise funds for  the "Water  is Education" 
Borehole. This borehole symbolizes the  hope for  
over  5,000 chi ldren in the Azawak region of Mali  
to  be able to attend school and no longer  walk 
mi les to obtain water  for  their  fami l ies to 
sur vive. 

We are so proud of our  school community  for  
being able to donate over  $10,000 to the project. 
We w i l l  be sure to keep our  eyes on the progress 
being made for  the borehole constr uction this 
spr ing. Good luck Amman Imman! Westland 
understands that water  is l i fe!

 

 Nat ive amer ican her itage mont h -  Pl aces  t o  go
The Nat ional   Museum of  The  

AMer ican  Indian

imagiNATIONs Act iv it y Cent er
The imagiNATIONS Activi ty Center  is 
also par t of the Museum of the 
Amer ican Indian. This section features 
interactive activi ties for  kids of al l  
ages. Visi tor s can weave baskets, 
exper iment w ith modes of 
tr anspor tation such as snowshoes, and 
si t inside a ful l  size tipi . There are 
many hands-on activi ties to explore. 

https://washington.org/d-nat ional-museum-american-indian

 

The Rasmuson Theater  al lows visi tor s 
to take in stage plays, stor ytel l ing, 
dance and music presentations, f i lm 
and video view ing, and lectures and 
seminars. Equipped w ith multimedia 
projection systems, 
language-tr anslation systems, and 
superb acoustic quali ties, this 
gather ing place also br ings visi tor s 
close to Native per formers by 
incorporating a unique lateral aisle 
that al lows per formers to move from 
the stage through the audience in ful l  
ci r cle, consistent w ith many Native 
dances.

Whi le visi ting the Museum of the 
Amer ican Indian, don't forget to stop 
by and have a bi te to eat. The cafe 
provides the oppor tuni ty for  vistor s to 
learn about the cooking of the Native 
Amer icans and the histor y behind i t. 
The menu has a mix of tr adi tional and 
contemporar y dishes for  you to enjoy!

The National Museum of the Amer ican 
Indian (NMAI) is located on 
Independence Avenue SW on the 
National Mall . The museum boasts one 
of the wor ld?s most expansive 
col lections of Native Amer ican objects, 
photographs, ar ti facts and media. The 
NMAI is dedicated to br inging Native 
voices to l i fe throughout i ts 
contemplative exhibi tions and color ful 
activi ties.

WESTLAND'S WALK FOR WATER WAS 
NOT JUST A  DROP IN THE BUCKET!

Jean Emer y and Janae Kneisley's science classes used the Middle Years 
Programme Design Cycle to solve r eal wor ld problems. Did you know 
it takes approximately 3 acres of land to produce the food needed to 
feed one person? With a population of 930,000 people and growing, it 
would take 2.79 MILLION acres of farmland to feed just the residents 
of Montgomery County. 

Students worked in teams to create a  proposal for a hydroponics 
system that would allow them to grow basil or other plants in  school 
classrooms without using soil. Students tested their design proposals 
and analyzed the effects. Wow, imagine the possibilities!

HYDROPONICS INVADE  SEVENTH  GRADE!

Visit  t he  Mit sitam   Caf e

v isit  t he  Rasmuson  Theat er  

 f ut ur e 
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