
  

Westland sixth grade students enjoyed a full day of lessons and activities 
that helped them to explore Greece and Rome through an interdisciplinary 
lens as they traveled from class to class throughout the day. Some of the 
activities included exploring Roman numerals and The Pythagorean 
Theorem in math, designing catapults in science, creating pictorial 
representations of Greek root words in English, and participating in Olympic 
sport activities in Physical Education. The day concluded with a student 
fashion show, some Greek language learning and a feast of all of our 
favorite Greek foods such as gyros, hummus, tzatziki, baklava and more. 

In sixth grade Digi tal Li teracy, students developed MYP 
Approaches to Learning Ski l ls by engaging in r esearch 
that r eal ly mattered. Students looked at how  the 
classroom environment could affect learning by using 
database ar ticles, videos, and toured di f ferent  classroom 
ar rangements w ithin the walls of Westland. 

Once students completed their  r esearch, they viewed 
var ious Shark Tank pi tches and analyzed the essential 
pieces of giving a persuasive pi tch to an audience in the 
hope of being f inanced. Students r eal ized that their  
r esearch would play an integral role in convincing their  
audience. 

Students presented their  ideas and research to Alison 
Ser ino, pr incipal, and Lyr ic Winik, PTA president in the 
hopes to secure some funding  to r einvent Westland's 
classrooms. 
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Math students in 
Maureen Kellerman's 

class explored 
triangles using 
manipulatives

Math students at Westland use innovative 
techniques to help them better  understand 
di f f icult concepts in class and at home. 
Maureen Kellerman used plastic popsicle 
sticks to teach students about unique 
tr iangles whi le Steve Katz and Shir in 
Assar i-Keyani  challenged students  to 
explain their  thinking 
on video whi le solving 
math equations. This 
is a great way to r ef lect 
on your  ow n learning.



 The SHaw and  Howar d 
Theat er

Mar t in  Lut her   King Jr   
Memor ial

This site honors the African American 
struggle for freedom and civil rights. The 
memorial is the only one in the United States 
to honor people of color who served in the 
Civil war 

Information comes from the  following websites:

https://washington.org/visit-dc/celebrate-black-history-month 
https://www.tripsavvy.com/washington-dc-black-history-month

One of America?s most important 
photographers is showcased  at the 
National Gallery of Art . Gordon Parks 
exhibit  covers an ent ire decade of his 
work. Gordon Parks went from 
documenting everyday life in Saint Paul 
and Chicago to becoming a true visionary 
featured in leading publicat ions such as 
Vogue, Life and Ebony.  

The memor ial features  a 30 foot statue of 
Dr. King , car ved into the  Stone of Hope. Yoi 
can also visi t the inscr iption wall  to r ead 
inspir ational and power ful quotes from 
King's sermons, speeches, and w r i tings. 

Walk through the historic Shaw 
neighborhood, once home to prominent 

African Americans including jazz legend 
Duke Ellington, whose statue resides in 
front of the historic Howard Theatre. You 
can also walk the theater's Walk of Fame

SPANISH  IMMERSION STUDENTS VISIT THE 
GALA THEATER!

On report card distribution day, 
students experienced a school-wide 
lesson to introduce the Middle Years 
Programme (MYP) Semester 
Progress Report, a report provided to 
students and their families. The 
progress report lets students and their 
parents see how they are progressing 
according to the MYP criteria in all 
of their classes. 

The MYP Progress report allows 
students to better understand their 
growth as a Middle Years student in 
the International Baccalaureate 
Programme. The next report will be 
distributed in June and will be a 
progression of all their scores.

MYP PROGRESS REPORTS GO 
HOME WITH STUDENTS

Af r ican Amer ican Civ il  War  
Memor ial  and Museum

Mar y McLeod Bet hune 
Council  House

Cel ebr at e Af r ican Amer ican Hist or y Mont h  by 
l ear ning about  impor tant  hist or y in  our   ar ea

WORLD  READ  ALOUD  DAY GETS RECOGNITION AT  
WESTLAND!

On February 1st students and staff at Westland celebrated 
World Read Aloud Day, a day where people all around the 
globe read aloud and share stories in order to advocate 
for literacy around the globe. Teachers were encouraged 
to read aloud in their classes throughout the school day. 
Sarah Salnick, media specialist, joined students in the 
lunch room to read aloud and share a mutual love for 
reading. 

Nat ional  Gal l er y of  Ar t

Visit  the home of Mary Mcleod Bethune, 
the organizer and nat ional polit ical leader 
who founded the National Council of Negro 
Women. Her home is now a National 
Historic Site where interpreters share 
stories of her life and legacy every 
Thursday through Saturday from 9 ? 5.

All immersion students in 6th, 7th, and 8th grade visited the Gala 
Theater, a performing arts center in Washington D.C featuring Latino 
artists performing in both Spanish and English.  Students experienced a 
play in Spanish called The Old Man, the Youth, and the Sea, which was 
based on historic events and the life of Miguel de Unamuno, a writer 
and philosopher from Bilbao, Spain. 

After the play students participated in a
Q and A session with the actors and 
actresses. This was an experience that
was enjoyed by students and teachers. 
We will be sure to make our 
reservations for next year!

West l and  Honor s 
inspir at ional  Af r ican 

Amer icans
Westland students have educated and
inspired the entire school community 
by decorating their STAR class door 
in recognition of the 
accomplishments of an influential 
African American. The doors 
throughout the school represent 
politicians, scientists, inventors, 
mathematicians, artists and more. 
Come check out our hallways!

https://washington.org/dc-neighborhoods/shaw
https://washington.org/dc-neighborhoods/shaw
https://washington.org/find-dc-listings/howard-theatre
https://washington.org/find-dc-listings/howard-theatre

