
  

A group of Bethesda Chevy Chase High School students and 
science educators engaged Westland girls in a hands-on day 
dedicated to science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM). 
B-CC staff and students challenged our students to be critical 
thinkers, inquirers, and risk-takers as they explored the benefits of 
studying in a science field. Also, they discussed the power of 
women as problem solvers and changemakers in engineering, a 
field where women are still underrepresented. Westland girls had 
a great day of learning and collaboration through activities such 
as the marshmallow and spaghetti tower building challenge and 
the creation and testing of a solar car.  We can't wait to see what 
they do in the future!

All  Westland 6th graders r ead Seedfolks by  Paul 
Fleischman, a book about  how  being a par t of your  
community can br ing a sense of place and belonging. To 
culminate the r eading of the novella, students r esearch a 
non-prof i t organization in their  community. Al l  students 
are encouraged to volunteer  their  time and present the 
information about the organization in an oral 
presentation to the class. 

Taking action in your  community is what the Middle 
Years Programme is al l  about. In speaking to 6th grade 
students, Bella and Pr iya, about their  exper ience 
volunteer ing at A Wider  Cir cle, they shared, "I t was cool 
because we could actually help people f ind what they 
needed. A Wider  Cir cle is al l  about helping people to turn 
a house into a home. " Both gir ls shared that the 
exper ience was wor thwhi le and they would defini tely go 
back to volunteer  again. 

6th grader , Gus Green, volunteered at the DC Diaper  
Diaper  bank, packaging and loading diapers for  those 
famil ies in need of some extr a suppor t. Gus previously 
volunteered w ith the organization many times and loved 
the exper ience. According to Gus, "I  l iked that I  went w ith 
fr iends and we got to work together  but even more than 
that we worked w ith str angers who we got to know  
dur ing our  time volunteer ing."
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Students visi ted interactive stations around the 
classroom where they created a visual r epresentation 
of how  plastics and waste affect the habitat of sea 
animals, constr ucted bookmarks for  students to use 
that provide information about the harm of pol lution in 
our  water s, and used their  know ledge to deliver  a 
well-practiced speech w ith the suppor t of a Google 
Slides presentation using the persuasive techniques of 
ethos, pathos, and and logos. Their  cal l  to action visual 
r epresentation model gave any visi tor  the message to 
please ?Recycle, Reduce, and Reuse? plastic waste. 

 A Wider   Cir cl e

Bet hesda  Car es

At Leveling the Playing Field they 
provide underpr ivi leged chi ldren the 
oppor tuni ty to enjoy the mental and 
physical benefi ts of an active l i festyle 
through donations of spor ts equipment. 
Volunteer  at their  warehouse or  host a 
supply dr ive in your  neighborhood or  
w ith your  local spor ts team. Br ing the 
joy of spor ts to kids in the DMV area. 

http://www.levelingtheplayingfield.org/

 

At the DC Diaper  Bank, they believe that 
changing babies, changes l ives. Having 
the essential i tems to r aise your  chi ld can 
empower  fami l ies and mothers in the DC, 
Mar yland and Virginia area. Volunteer ing 
at the warehouse is fami ly fr iendly . You 
w i l l  be sor ting and packing diapers and 
other  supplies. 

https://greaterdcdiaperbank.org/

Bethesda Cares hopes to ease, prevent, and 
end homelessness in our  area. You can host 
a supply dr ive in your  neighborhood or  at 
school. I tems needed often include 
individually packaged snacks, toi letr y 
i tems, clothing for  adults, and household 
i tems. 

http://bethesdacares.org/

A Wider  Cir cle is a non-prof i t organization 
located in Si lver  Spr ing, MD. The 
organization provides furni ture, ki tchen 
i tems, dishes, clothing, chi ldren's toys, and 
food to fami l ies tr ansi tioning out of 
homelessness. Their  main goal is to ser ve 
the community w ith digni ty and help 
fami l ies turn their  house into a home. It is 
a great place for  kids and famil ies to lend a 
helping hand.

http://aw idercir cle.org/get-involved/ 

STUDENTS  IN  MS. STURGES ' CLASS  
RESEARCHED AND TOOK ACTION!

The Westland Scholars and Student Service Learning Club, after school 
groups, planned a sports equipment drive to benefit Silver Spring, 
non-profit, Leveling the Playing Field. Leveling the Playing Field hopes to 
bring the mental and physical benefits of an active lifestyle to under served 
communities in the DMV. The students created posters, morning 
announcements, and a Google Slides presentation to advertise the 
opportunity to donate. They will culminate the drive by delivering the 
donations to the warehouse and spending the afternoon serving the 
community.   

TWO ACTIVE AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS JOIN TOGETHER TO 
CELEBRATE THE  LEGACY OF MARTIN  LUTHER KING JR. 

THROUGH  SERVICE.

Level ing t he  Pl aying  Fiel d

Bikes f or  t he Wor l d

We  can 
make a 

dif f er ence!

Cel ebr at e t he Legacy of  Mar t in Lut her  King JR by 
ser v ing  our  communit y 

Lina Sturges engaged her  students 
in r esearch and action in her  
hands on classroom.  After  
r esearching how  plastic affects 
the environment, students 
learned to do something power ful 
w i th their  r esearch. 

TEACHERS  ENGAGE  IN   PROFESSIONAL  DEVELOPMENT TO 
ENCOURAGE  INTERSDICIPLINARY LEARNING!

Sixth grade English and history teachers joined forces to create an 
engaging interdisciplinary unit that will allow students to analyze the 
influence of textiles within two different contexts. As a final assessment, 
the students will take on the role of a museum curator to discuss the 
influence through primary documents discussed in social studies, 
literature analyzed in English, and art where they will bring it all together.  DC  diaper   bank

Bikes for  the Wor ld believes that a bike is 
more than just tr anspor tation, i t can 
empower  individuals and change 
communities. You can get involved by 
sponsor ing a dr ive to col lect bikes or  by 
going to their  warehouse to r epair  bikes 
and get them ready for  shipment. I t is a 
great hands-on exper ience for  the whole 
fami ly. 

https://w w w.bikesfor thewor ld.org/


