
Language Policy 
Silver Spring International Middle School 

“Empowering the Leader in each Learner” 
 

The Silver Spring International Middle School inspires and empowers internationally minded           
lifelong learners by acknowledging our common humanity, as students become leaders in the             
global society. Language instruction improves communication skills, enhances cultural         
appreciation, and helps students to make connections between various content areas. We            
believe through the acquisition and practice of a second language, students engage in a deeper               
understanding of our global society. We work to promote international mindedness through a             
whole school model by highlighting our linguistic diversity. Every student should develop and             
maintain their second language learning socially and academically. We recognize that the            
development of a language program involves our awareness and appreciation of language            
diversity and our capacity to develop all languages.  

Students whose mother-tongue is not English are scheduled for our comprehensive ESOL            
(English as a second language) program which includes developing English fluency in speaking,             
reading, listening, and writing. Students enter the program based on their English Language             
Proficiency which is determined by a performance assessment. Students receive instruction           
from a highly qualified certified ESOL teacher. Since all teachers are required to teach literacy               
skills (reading and writing) in their content area, students therefore receive instruction across the              
curriculum from highly qualified certified teachers which supports the development of academic            
language. In every lesson, teachers are expected to have a language objective which is a               
process-oriented statement of how students will use English within the content area. The ESOL              
program is designed for students to fluidly transition and exit based on academic competency of               
the English language as assessed and monitored by teacher and/or state assessments. 
 
Below are the goals and steps that we take as a school to support language development. 
 
Goal 1: We value cultural awareness and believe all students have a right to language 
acquisition. We aim to have all students enrolled in Language Acquisition and Arts. While our 
goal is to expose students to language acquisition options, we aim to have students enrolled in 
a balanced curriculum that includes eight subject groups. To further clarify, this means we 
expect students to select one language acquisition course and one arts (visual or performing). 
We communicate this goal to parents so that they can make informed advocacy decisions for 
their child’s education. Factors such as learning needs and academic skills may assist in making 
such decisions. 

1. In the spring of each school year, 5th graders from feeder schools, who are native 
speakers of Spanish or French, will be assessed to determine the appropriate level of a 
Language Acquisition class. This will ensure that all students are enrolled in a Language 
Acquisition at their level of challenge. 

2. Any incoming student not from our feeder schools will be assessed for the appropriate 
level of a Language Acquisition class. 



3. It is possible that a student might take Reading/Digital Literacy and Language 
Acquisition and/or Immersion depending on their language proficiency skills and needs.  

4. Upon exiting reading, students will be assessed for the appropriate Language 
Acquisition placement. 

5. Per county policy, if students start the high school credit course after the 25th day, they 
do not earn high school credit. 

6. On a case-by-case basis, if students become eligible for enrollment in a high school 
credited Language Acquisition course after the 25th day of the school year, they may 
become eligible for enrollment in an elective or a Language Acquisition class. They may 
become eligible for high school credit if they meet the county’s requirement for language 
at the middle school level. 

7. Students who are enrolled in a language course during the 2nd semester will not be 
eligible for high school credit; however, they are expected to actively participate in the 
course.  They may advance to the next level course depending on his/her academic 
performance and the teacher recommendation and then earn high school credit for the 
subsequent course. 

8. Assessment for placement in Language Acquisition classes will be administered by 
Counseling and scored by Language Acquisition teachers. 

o If space allows, the first screening of students being tested for World Languages 
placement is done by a French or Spanish immersion teacher.  If the student 
meets immersion placement requirements, the parent will be contacted by 
counselors for permission to place the student in immersion classes. 

o If the student is not sufficiently fluent and literate for placement in immersion 
classes OR if the parent declines the placement, the student’s assessment will 
be reviewed by a Language Acquisition teacher for the appropriate placement in 
a level 1, 2, or 3 class of French or Spanish. 

Goal 2: We work to address the individual needs of our ESOL students within our language 
policy. We work to preserve their mother tongue as much as possible.  

1. In an effort to support mother-tongue development in our students, native speakers are 
encouraged to continue instruction in that language to the extent that resources in their 
native tongue are available.  At Silver Spring International, we offer multiple levels of 
instruction in Spanish and French.  

2. For students whose first language is NOT English, Spanish or French, the addition of 
either Spanish or French constitutes a 3rd language and, therefore, it is not 
recommended UNTIL that student has been exited from ESOL. 

3. Any student who has not tested out of ESOL, but has been withdrawn by a parent 
request, would be considered for enrollment in a Language Acquisition on a case by 
case basis, based on English language proficiency.  

 

Goal 3: Language Frames and SIOP. (What is and why siop implementation)  

We seek to implement effective instructional practices for English Language Learners 
throughout the instructional day across content areas. To do so, we are implementing 



the SIOP (Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol) model to make content concepts 
accessible to English Language Learners while also to developing academic language 
skills in content classes. Teachers have received professional development and 
coaching around and are expected to plan and deliver lessons that include: 

● language objectives clearly defined, displayed, and reviewed with students 
● scaffolding techniques consistently used assisting and supporting student 

understanding 
● frequent opportunities for interaction and discussion between 

teacher/student and among students, which encourage elaborated 
responses about lesson concept. 


