
 

 

Your Name:________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your Elementary School:______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Welcome Silver Spring International Middle Students! 

 
This is your first Middle School English or ESOL Assignment! 
 
This assignment is designed to help you practice reading & writing skills necessary to be 
successful in 6th Grade. Make sure you read the directions carefully & complete all parts of the 
assignment.  
 
Middle School students should read all the time, so read as many books as you can this 
summer! You will use one of the books you read to complete your Summer Reading 
Assignment 

 
Your work will be due the first week of school to your English or ESOL teacher. 

 

 

   

 
 

Jaime Goldman, English Content Specialist  Jaime_R_Goldman@mcpsmd.org 
 
 
 

mailto:Jaime_R_Goldman@mcpsmd.org


 

 
Step 1: Choose a Book & Read It 

 
● The Midwife’s Apprentice by Karen Cushman Lexile 1240L From the author of Catherine, Called 

Birdy comes another spellbinding novel set in medieval England. The girl known only as Brat has no 
family, no home, & no future until she meets Jane the Midwife & becomes her apprentice, & she learns 
that she too can have value. 

● The Birchbark House by Louise Erdrich Lexile 970 This story follows the Ojibwe girl Omakayas & 
her family as they work to survive. Louise Erdrich writes about her ancestor's traditions to show an 
often overlooked perspective in American History. 

● Drums. Girls & Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick Lexile 940 Steven has a totally normal life, 
but when his younger brother gets sick, Steven’s world is turned upside down, & he is forced to deal 
with his brother’s illness, his parents’ attempts to keep the family in one piece, his homework, the band, 
girls, & Dangerous Pie (yes, you’ll have to read the book to find out what that is!) 

● The Other Side of the Sky by Farah Ahmedi Lexile 850 Farah Ahmedi recounts her heartbreaking 
journey from war-torn Kabul to America in her New York Times bestselling inspirational memoir. Equal 
parts tragedy & hope, determination & daring, Ahmedi's memoir proves that even in the direst 
circumstances, not only can the human heart endure, it can thrive. 

● Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson Lexile 810 There's only one thing Jess Aarons is looking 
forward to in fifth grade, & that's being the fastest kid in school. He's been practicing all summer, but 
when Jess arrives at the school playground to show off his speed, his new neighbor, Leslie Burke, 
beats him to it. She's way faster than Jess, but instead of being jealous, the two become instant friends, 
spending hours in the woods by their houses creating a magical kingdom. Then tragedy strikes & Jess 
is left alone. How can he ever go on? 

● One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia Lexile 750L Set during the Civil Rights Movement, 
eleven-year-old Delphine & her younger sisters, Vonetta & Fern go to spend the summer in California 
with their mother, Cecile, who they haven't seen in seven years. Cecile is involved with the Black 
Panthers, & Delphine, Vonetta & Fern learn about a whole new world as they get to know their mother 
for the first time.  

● Going Home by Nicholasa Mohr Lexile 680L Everything in Felita's life seems to change the year she 
turns twelve. Felita spends her summer in Puerto Rico, where she struggles to fit in. By the time 
summer has ended, Felita is beginning to feel at home with herself & her Puerto Rican heritage. 

● Crash by Jerry Spinelli Lexile 560L John "Crash" Coogan, a seventh-grade football star, has been an 
aggressive person from the time he was very young; sometimes, he is too aggressive. He enjoys his 
rough, macho behavior until he meets an unusual neighbor who forces him to think about his life & his 
way of treating others.  

● Ghosts by Reina Telgemeier - Graphic Novel Lexile 300 Catrina & her family are moving to the coast 
of Northern California because her little sister, Maya, is sick. As the girls explore their new home, a 
neighbor lets them in on a secret: There are ghosts in Bahía de la Luna. Maya is determined to meet 
one, but Cat wants nothing to do with them. As the time of year when ghosts reunite with their loved 
ones approaches, Cat must figure out how to put aside her fears for her sister's sake, & her own. 

 

If you wish to go off the list, please choose a high-quality novel or narrative non-fiction.  

Are you having difficulty getting a book?  Please contact your neighborhood library to get 
assistance locating books over the summer. 



 

 
Step 2: Complete the Plot Map 

Directions: Fill in the Plot Map/Story Mountain Graphic Organizer for each portion of your book’s plot.  
 
Remember, ‘plot’ means the important events that happen in the story.  

 

 



 

 
Step 3: Write an Alternate Ending to your Book 

Directions: Use the Graphic Organizer below if it’s helpful, or just skip to the lined page on the next page. 
Think about how changing the ending of your novel or biography would change the meaning of the story.  Plan 
your Alternate Ending, and then write it. 
 
 

Original Ending: 
 
 
 
 
 

What are 3 things you will change? 
 
1. 
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
3. 
 
 
 
How will this change the meaning of the story? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Criteria for Success for your alternate ending: 

o One-page minimum, two-page maximum; it may be typed or 

handwritten 

o Logically continue the story & maintain consistency with the original 

story 

o Follow proper English grammar, spelling conventions (capitalization, 

punctuation, spelling, etc) 

 

 

 



 

My Alternate Ending for (your book title)__________________________________  

by (your name)____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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If you need more space, please attach a piece of paper. If you wish to type your assignment, be sure to 

bring it in printed out & attach it to the story mountain planner. 


