
 
 

August 16, 2021  

 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Students,   

On behalf of Silver Creek Middle School staff, I would like to welcome you to the 2021-2022 school year. I am  truly 
amazed how quickly summer concludes, and our thoughts now move to the start of a new school year. Although  summer is 
always a great time to rest, rejuvenate and spend more time with family and friends, the start of a new school  year brings a 
renewed sense of excitement. I look forward to this time of year and welcoming back our students and staff  to what will be a 
great year of optimism and promise.   

We look forward to returning to five full days of in-person instruction after being in a fully virtual and hybrid  setting. 
We acknowledge that the last year and half has presented a set of challenges and uncertainties far different from  any other 
school experience. As we transition back, I also know that individually and collectively we have encountered  many 
challenges. The pandemic has had a great impact on us all and has required us to rethink teaching and learning in  different 
ways. We are prepared to welcome our children with open arms knowing that many of our students may be  anxious about the 
return to school. As such, we are strengthening our commitment to social-emotional learning with an  emphasis on students’ 
psychological safety. Silver Creek Middle School is a special place to be and we are dedicated to  building strong connections 
with our students while ensuring they feel valued, accepted, and safe.   

During this time, we have learned a tremendous amount from virtual learning and recognized that many aspects of  
online learning were valuable for our students. We were able to examine these best practices to enhance learning  experiences 
and to better serve students. In particular, the innovation with various online platforms supported students’  learning modalities. 
We will continue to implement these best practices to ensure a well-rounded instructional experience  for our students.   

Our vision for this school year will focus on three pillars: Empathy, Equity & Excellence (E3). We will continue  to 
foster our IB philosophy through these three pillars as the foundation for our work. Empathy will be defined as a  school 
culture that supports trusting relationships, a sense of belonging and the social-emotional growth of our school  community. 
Equity will be defined as the behaviors and approaches to address and dismantle inequities in our school and  to promote 
access and opportunity for all students. Excellence will be defined as the intentional planning of culturally  responsive teaching 
that supports high expectations and rigorous instructional opportunities while ensuring all students  reach their full potential 
through effective effort. Our professional learning for staff will focus on culturally responsive  teaching to cultivate students’ 
critical thinking and problem-solving skills while addressing their social-emotional needs.  

With our collective commitment to these three areas, we will optimize learning experiences and meet the needs of  the 
whole child. I am confident that as a school community, we will embrace this school year together and keep the well-being of 
our students and staff a priority. Our school to home partnership will be crucial this year as we continue to  strengthen 
relationships to positively impact students’ overall growth and development.  

The first day of school for students is Monday, August 30, 2021. As we begin the school year, please find all  
necessary information/resources below: 

 

 



 

❖ Safety Guidelines- All MCPS students, staff and visitors will be required to wear face coverings in school  buildings 
this fall, regardless of vaccination status. While in school, it is imperative that students wear masks at all  times and 
wash their hands or use hand sanitizer frequently. Adhering to these guidelines will help mitigate the  health and safety 
risks of our students and staff. Face coverings are not required outdoors, but highly  recommended. We will maximize 
the opportunity for students to eat lunch outside as much as possible, as weather permits. You may also read the most 
recent MCPS community update on fall reopening.  

❖ Bell-Schedule- This school year, we have re-examined our bell schedule to accommodate a support/advisory  period. 
The purpose of the support period is to create a learning space that responds to our students' academic,  social, and 
emotional needs. The support period will be integrated into the schedule after the first period. During  this time, 
students will have opportunities for outside wellness, academic support and will participate in social emotional learning 
lessons anchored in Restorative Justice, No Place for Hate, and the Middle Years Programme  (MYP). Once finalized, 
the schedule will be updated to reflect the advisory period. Advisory will begin the week  of September 13, 2021.   

❖ First Week of School Schedule (August 30-September 3)  

❖ Transportation Routes  

❖ MCPS Calendar  

❖ Silver Creek Supply List  

❖ Chromebook Expectations- Each student was assigned a chromebook along with a carrying case and charger  last 
school year. Students will continue to use their assigned Chromebook this coming school year. If students did  not 
receive a new Lenovo 300e chromebook, they will be able to exchange their old chromebook for a new one  during the 
first week of school.  

❖ Synergy ParentVue & Student Schedules- ParentVue is the primary school-to-home communication regarding  grades, 
attendance, scheduling, and access to myMCPS classroom. Students’ course schedules will be released on  ParentVue 
the afternoon of Friday, August 20, 2021. You may find more information about ParentVue located  here. You can 
also access your child’s schedule by going to ParentVue and selecting “Class Schedule”. Students  will also receive a 
paper copy of their schedule on the New Student Orientation Day, Thursday, August 26 as well  as the first day of 
school.   

❖ Lunch/Meals- All meals will be provided free of charge during the 2021-2022 school year. MCPS will continue  to 

provide breakfast, lunch and dinner meals to all students in schools and at designated food distribution sites.  ❖ If your 

child qualifies, we still need families to apply for Free and Reduced-price Meals (FARMs) online at  

https://www.myschoolapps.com/.  

❖ Parent Handbook. The parent handbook provides general directions and an overview of online resources for  our 

Silver Creek families. You may access the Parent Handbook Tutorial for more information.  

❖ What’s New at Silver Creek  

The Student Emergency Information including Parent/Child Reunification Authorization for Release of  

Student needs to be completed and updated on your ParentVue account. You may find the following user guide helpful  

(Getting started with ParentVue).  

The principal’s weekly newsletter will begin the week of August 30. The newsletter is a comprehensive school-to home 

communication tool intended to keep you informed on important school related information and events. The  newsletter will 

also be posted on the website. We are working to ensure all emails are updated in our system. If you need  to update your 

contact information, please contact the counseling secretary, Ms. Lambert-Willamson at Ms.  Michelle_C_Lambert-

Williamson@mcpsmd.org.   

New Student Orientation- All MCPS middle and high schools will hold a half day New Student Orientation on  

Thursday, August 26, 2021 from 8:00-12:00 PM. New student orientation day is to welcome our new 6th grade students  as 

well as new 7th and 8th graders. This is an advanced opportunity for students to meet their teachers, learn about class  schedules 

and tour the school. MCPS bus transportation is provided and scheduled for regular AM pick up times. All  students will depart 

school at 12:00 pm. See transportation schedule.  

One of the first school events that I would like to personally invite you to is our Back-to-School Bash scheduled for  

Thursday, August 26, from 5-8 PM. Please see the flyer for more information.  

 

https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/publicinfo/community/school-year-2021-2022/Community-Update-Reopening-20210812.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J7nxtu5KaSYpjZX8ZfY4a6T_d4jMxuCv/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dVCBYLFXnAGVGzcrAR7c20gZ-HaPTwVVMLe-L1bukeY/edit
https://sites.google.com/mcpsmd.net/silver-creek-parent-handbook/resources/bus-routes-and-other-information
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/calendar/2021/0543.21_2021-22_TRADITIONAL_SchoolCalendar.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gX5IVWmjPkcJ7uRs1AK5Nyuq5M-6L5zF7x1I2LaETgI/edit
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/departments/athletics/parent/Parents_Guardians%20-%20Getting%20Started%20with%20ParentVUE.pdf
https://www.myschoolapps.com/
https://sites.google.com/mcpsmd.net/silver-creek-parent-handbook/home
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LDgLrZSl5LLNbSImiufDRrkdplKvdEMO/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UhyJ8APSYjqu1jlOuONg-8LWf6oR1-fL45cBik17wrg/edit
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/departments/athletics/parent/Parents_Guardians%20-%20Getting%20Started%20with%20ParentVUE.pdf
https://sites.google.com/mcpsmd.net/silver-creek-parent-handbook/resources/bus-routes-and-other-information
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LTn-NBRCpAM7NCXZYk7IfEASuhXz7M_2/view


Important Dates to Remember:  

Dates to Remember (All scheduled events are in-person) 

● New Parent Orientation: Wednesday, August 25, 2021, 6:30 PM- 7:30 PM  

● New Student Orientation: Thursday, August 26, 2021, 8:00-12:00 PM.  

● Silver Creek Back to School Bash: Thursday, August 26, 2021, 5:00-8:00 PM  

● Additional date for distribution of new Chromebooks: Wednesday, August 18, 2021, 9-12 PM  

● First Day of School: Monday, August 30, 2021   

● Back to School Night: Tuesday, September 21, 2021, 6:30-9:00 PM (Information may be updated based on  

changes to CDC guidelines). 

 

 

As you plan for the new school year, please consider joining the PTSA. If you have a child who is interested in  
being part of the PTSA, please encourage them to join as well. Our Acting President is Ms. Sarah Lenart, and our  Executive 
President is Ms. Susan Hage. We are very fortunate to have such a supportive and collaborative PTSA. They  have been a 
tremendous support to our school community, and we are appreciative of their commitment to our students  and staff. You 
may find the list of the PTSA Executive Board members located here. Additional PTSA information will  be communicated 
to families next week.   

I am honored to serve as the principal of Silver Creek Middle School. I am truly grateful to be a part of a  
community where we strive to ensure Empathy, Equity and Excellence for all students. I look forward to our continued  
partnership throughout the school year and the success we will achieve together. Please know we are committed to  ensuring 
a smooth and safe transition for our students while providing an optimal learning experience.   

As always, our priority is the safety and well-being of our students and staff. This will always remain at the  
forefront of our decisions throughout the school year.  

Sincerely,  

   

Dr. Tiffany N. Awkard  

Principal 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vRTJNJm4NapYo10mT1C7PfLM37mIK5he/view?usp=sharing

