Shady Grove Middle School

Summer Reading Packet 2019
Grade 8

“Reading is to the mind as exercise is to the body.”

-Joseph Addison
This summer reading packet was designed to provide

students the opportunity to continue their growth as thinkers and learners through the experience of reading good books during the relaxing hours of the summer.
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Shady Grove Middle School
         timberwolf pride!

“Give your best every day and your best will come back to you.”
Dear Students,

Since good readers make good writers and good readers make good thinkers, each student attending Shady Grove Middle in August is required to complete reading assignments in preparation for the fall semester.  You will be expected to have the literary organizers located in this packet completed by September 7, 2018
The Due Date:

· The summer reading assignment is due Friday, September 6, 2019
Grade:

· Each completed literary organizer will count as a homework grade.  You will receive two homework grades for the assignment.
Choosing a Book:

· Please select titles you have not read in class this past year or in previous school years.

· Page four of this packet contains resources to aid in the selection of summer reading books.

· Call (240) 740-1440 if you have questions and ask for Mr. Chupka.  Leave a message with a phone number and she will return your call.

Late Enrollment / Transfer:
· Students who enroll after the semester begins will have three weeks to submit the assignment or your teacher will provide an alternative assignment.

· If you transfer from another MCPS school, you will need to submit the school’s summer reading assignment, which may differ from Shady Grove’s summer reading assignment.

Reading Assignment:

You may choose to read any two books that interest you.  Below are the different genres that you may select for your reading enjoyment.

· Classic

· Realistic Fiction

· Fantasy, Science Fiction, and Mystery

· Historical Fiction

· Biography and Autobiography

· Animal and Adventure Stories
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Please note that this packet and all information contained in it can also be accessed from the SGMS website, http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/shadygrovems/, by clicking on the “News” link.

The following are titles that may be assigned in 8th grade English.  You may not read titles from this list; therefore, these books cannot count for your summer reading assignment below.

The Hobbit

Canyons

Anthem

The Contender

Deathwatch

Jane Eyre

Harriet Tubman

As You Like It

Light in the Forest

I Heard the Owl Call My Name

Animal Farm

The Giver

 The Pearl

Out of the Dust

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
Chinese Cinderella
Approved: _______________________



Dr. Alana Murray, Principal

Shady Grove Middle School Summer Reading

Literary Organizer

Students:  After reading your two books, you will need to complete an organizer for each book.

	Title of book:

	Number of pages:

	Author:

	Student name and period of class:

	Parent Signature:


Identify the following:

	Setting: (where and when the story takes place)




	Main Character: (with description of character traits)




	Main Events: (2 or more events that add to the action/plot of the story)




	Author’s Purpose: (the writer’s goal he/she has for writing)




	Theme: (the message or lesson the author tries to make known to the reader)
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The list below contains some possible reading selections for students entering 8th grade.  Please note that none of the titles on this list are required.  Summer reading should be an enjoyable and memorable opportunity for both students and their parents/guardians.  In fact, it is highly suggested that parents/guardians preview, select, and even read books with their children.  This way, parents can share their perspectives and beliefs with their children as they enjoy the experience of a good book together.  The first five books on this list contain sophisticated themes, vocabulary words, and/or sentence structures.  
A Separate Peace: John Knowles

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings: Maya Angelou

Jane Eyre: Charlotte Bronte

The Joy Luck Club: Amy Tan

1984: George Orwell

Things Fall Apart: Chinua Achebe

The Wave: Todd Strasser

Bless the Beasts and Children: Glendor Swarthout

Brian’s Song: William Blinn

Children of the River: Linda Crew

The Chocolate War: Robert Cormier

A Christmas Carol: Charles Dickens

Come Sing, Jimmy Jo: Katherine Paterson

Criss Cross: Lynne Rae Perkins

The Dark is Rising: Susan Cooper

A Day No Pigs Would Die: Robert Newton Peck

Dicey’s Song: Cynthia Voight

Dogsong: Gary Paulsen

I Am The Cheese: Robert Cormier

Let the Circle Be Unbroken: Mildred Taylor

The Miracle Worker: William Gibson

Monster: Walter Dean Myers

Of Nightingales That Weep: Katherine Paterson

The Pigman: Paul Zindel

Rumble Fish: S.E. Hinton

Scorpions: Walter Dean Myers

Sounder: William H. Armstrong

Summer of My German Soldier: Bette Greene

Tangerine: Edward Bloor

Tears of a Tiger: Sharon M. Draper

Thief of Hearts: Lawrence Yep

Treasure Island: Robert Louis Stevenson
A Wrinkle in Time: Madeleine L’Engle

