Shady Grove Middle School

Summer Reading Packet 2019
Grade 6

“Reading is to the mind as exercise is to the body.”

-Joseph Addison

This summer reading packet was designed to provide

students the opportunity to continue their growth as thinkers and learners through the experience of reading good books during the relaxing hours of the summer.
Special Announcement for Incoming Sixth Graders!
· Summer reading assignments will be checked and accounted for in English classes.
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Shady Grove Middle School
         timberwolf pride!

“Give your best every day and your best will come back to you.”
Dear Students,

Since good readers make good writers and good readers make good thinkers, each student attending Shady Grove Middle School in August is required to complete reading assignments in preparation for the fall semester.  You will be expected to have the literary organizers located in this packet completed by September 6, 2019.
The Due Date:

· The summer reading assignment is due Friday September 6, 2019.
Grade:

· Each completed literary organizer will count as a homework grade.  You will receive two homework grades for the assignment.
Choosing a Book:

· Please select titles you have not read in class this past year or in previous school years.
· Ask librarians, teachers, media specialists, or book store employees for additional suggestions.
· Call (240) 740-1440 if you have questions and ask for the English Content Specialist.  Leave a message with a phone number and he will return your call.
Late Enrollment / Transfer:
· Students who enroll after the semester begins will have three weeks to submit the assignment or your teacher will provide an alternative assignment.
· If you transfer from another MCPS school, you will need to submit the school’s summer reading assignment, which may differ from Shady Grove’s summer reading assignment.
Reading Assignment:

You may choose to read any two books that interest you.  Below are the different genres that you may select for your reading enjoyment.
· Classic

· Realistic Fiction

· Fantasy, Science Fiction, and Mystery

· Historical Fiction

· Biography and Autobiography

· Animal and Adventure Stories
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Please note that this packet and all information contained in it can also be accessed from the SGMS website, http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/shadygrovems/, by clicking on the “News” link.

The following are titles that may be assigned in 6th grade English.  You may not read titles from this list; therefore, these books cannot count for your summer reading assignment below.
So Far from the Bamboo Grove



Bridge to Terabithia


                  

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH                   

True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle              

White Mountains




       

A Wrinkle in Time



       

D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths

       

Where the Red Fern Grows


      

Having Our Say:  The Delaney Sisters         

The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm

Maniac Magee

Holes

On My Honor

The View from Saturday

Tuck Everlasting

Taking Sides

Secret of Gumbo Grove

Esperanza Rising

My Side of the Mountain


Shady Grove Middle School Summer Reading

Literary Organizer

Students:  After reading your two books, you will need to complete an organizer for each book.

	Title of book:

	Number of pages:

	Author:

	Student name and period of class:

	Parent Signature:


Identify the following:

	Setting: (where and when the story takes place)




	Main Character: (with description of character traits)




	Main Events: (2 or more events that add to the action/plot of the story)




	Author’s Purpose: (the writer’s goal he/she has for writing)




	Theme: (the message or lesson the author tries to make known to the reader)




Shady Grove Middle School Summer Reading

Literary Organizer

Students:  After reading your two books, you will need to complete an organizer for each book.

	Title of book:

	Number of pages:

	Author:

	Student name and period of class:

	Parent Signature:


Identify the following:

	Setting: (where and when the story takes place)




	Main Character: (with description of character traits)




	Main Events: (2 or more events that add to the action/plot of the story)




	Author’s Purpose: (the writer’s goal he/she has for writing)




	Theme: (the message or lesson the author tries to make known to the reader)




The list below contains some possible reading selections for students entering 6th grade.  Please note that none of the titles on this list are required.  Summer reading should be an enjoyable and memorable opportunity for both students and their parents/guardians.  In fact, it is highly suggested that parents/guardians preview, select, and even read books with their children.  This way, parents can share their perspectives and beliefs with their children as they enjoy the experience of a good book together.  The first five books on this list contain sophisticated themes, vocabulary words, and/or sentence structures.  
Witch of Blackbird Pond – Elizabeth George Speare
Peter Pan – J.M. Barrie
Around The World in Eighty Days – Jules Verne
The Watsons Go to Birmingham – Christopher Paul Curtis
Little Women – Louisa May Alcott
Diary of a Whimpy Kid – Jeff Kinney
Number the Stars – Lois Lowry
Stargirl – Jerry Spinelli
The Devil’s Arithmetic – Jane Yolen
The Secret Garden – Frances Hodgson Burnett
The Island of the Blue Dolphins – Scott O’Dell
Harry Potter Series – J.K. Rowling
The Black Cauldron – Lloyd Alexander
Crash – Jerry Spinelli
Yolanda’s Genius – Carol Fenner
Belle Prater’s Boy – Ruth White
Max and Me and the Time Machine – Gery Greer and Bob Ruddick
Mr. Tucket – Gary Paulsen
Into the Land of the Unicorn – Bruce Coville
A Little Princess – Frances Hodgson Burnett
Journey to the Center of the Earth – Jules Verne
I Thought My Soul Would Rise and Fly – Joyce Hansen
Nine Days a Queen – Ann Rinaldi
