
THE LAKELANDS PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT NEWSPAPER 

Volume 11, Issue 2         On the web in color: http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/lakelandsparkms/                         June 2019 

Drama Club’s Disney’s The Lion King Jr. 
By CAITLYN BURNS and JENNIFER MANDERSCHEID 

tions might have been 
slow because of cos-
tume changes, but I did 
like the transition music 
though! 
 Lighting: The 
lighting in The Lion King 
was great! I liked it when 
the spotlight focused on 
certain characters. Also, 
I found it really creative 
how in some of the 
scenes the ensemble 
held tiny lights and 
waved them slowly back 
and forth. 
 
Continued on Page 2&3 

coming in, but I was im-
pressed! There were so 
many different patterns, 
and the headpieces were 
amazing. I was also im-
pressed with how many 
costumes there were. 
 Transitions: The 
transitions in this show 
was something that im-
proved along the way. 
At first the transitions 
were slow to the point of 
people in the audience 
had time to chat in be-
tween each scene. Even-
tually though, they sped 
up. I know the transi-

March 5th marked 
the start of the 2019     
soccer season at Lake-
lands Park. Tryouts were 
held and many talented 
soccer players were       
chosen to represent    
Lakelands on the field. 

The boys team 
ended their season unde-
feated and the girls team 
only lost one game this 
year.            
 
Continued on Page 2  
Photo Courtesy of Mr. Fitzpatrick 

Superb LPMS Soccer Seasons  By STEPHANIE MO 

Overall, The Lion 
King Jr. was a joy to see, 
and the best drama club 
play I’ve seen.  In this 
article, we share our 

thoughts about the show! 
 Costumes: The 
costumes from The Lion 
King were amazing! I was-
n’t sure what to expect 

Photo of Timon, Simba, and Pumba Courtesy of Joyful Aesthetics Photography  

Coach Keiller and the Undefeated Boys’ Soccer Team pose for a team photo after one of their wins at home. 



 The first game of the sea-
son was on March 27th against 
Lakelands’ long time opponent, 
Ridgeview Middle School. The 
boys played at home and the girls 
were away. Unfortunately, the 
girls lost their game, but it was a 
close score of 0-1!   
 Then, to retaliate, both 
teams won  against Martin Luther 
King Junior Middle School’s soccer 
teams. They then proceeded to 
win their games against 
Kingsview, John Poole, and Hallie 
Wells. Coach Keiller was not avail-
able for comment, but Coach Tra-
mantano responded to our inter-
view questions. 
 
Q: What was the highlight/
proudest moment of the season? 
A: Finishing out tough games that 
were close up [almost tied] until 
the final whistle and getting four 
shutouts.* 

Q: What are your goals for the 
team next year? 
A: To go undefeated with n0 goals 
against us. 
Q: Any advice for students mov-
ing on to high school or students 
to who wish to try out next 
year? 
A: Work on your fitness levels and 
keep practicing, don’t wait until 
tryouts to start. 

* A shutout is when one team     
prevents the other from scoring 
goals * 
 Thank you so much Coach 
Tramontano for taking time to 
answer these questions and good 
job to all our soccer players!  
 Good luck to all 
who are trying out next 
year and the years to 
come! 
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Superb Soccer Seasons         Continued from Page 1   

Girls Soccer Team and Coach Tramantano                     Photo Courtesy of Mr. Fitzpatrick 

 The microphones inexpli-
cably changed volume occasional-
ly, especially towards the begin-
ning.  Considering we went to one 
of the first showings, it was under-
standable with a few errors here 
and there.  However, everyone 
spoke clearly and I didn’t notice 
anyone forgetting their lines. With 
a few hiccups, the audio improved 
throughout the show and the ac-
tors did a great job of speaking 
and singing their lines. I was im-
pressed!   
 Everyone was on beat and 
had a consistent tempo. Everyone 
portrayed confidence through the 

fabulous music. Everybody’s facial 
expressions were animated, but 
not the point of exaggera-
tion.  People were engulfed in their 
roles and it felt like I was in the sa-
vannah along with Simba, Mufasa, 
Scar, and the others.  
 One of my favorite parts of 
this play was the fabulous set.  It 
was incredibly immersive and de-
tailed. Pride Rock was huge and 
conveyed a powerful feel.  
 Additionally, set pieces 
such as leaves and grass contribut-
ed to feeling submerged in the sa-
vanna.  When Scar killed Mufasa, a 
creative idea was used in order for 

Mufasa to fall from the cliff. John 
Lewis, the actor playing Mufasa, 
fell down a slide on the side of 
the stage as Scar clung on the top 
and let him go.  Before seeing the 
play, I was wondering how they 
would act out this scene. My ex-
pectations were surpassed! 
 Overall, The Lion King Jr. 
was a delight to see.  I’m certainly 
glad I went and even more glad I 
got the chance to share my 
thoughts about the wonderful 
performance of everybody in-
volved!  We can’t wait to see 
what next year’s Drama Club has 
in store! 

Amazing Lion King Production   Continued from Page 1 
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This year students had 
wonderful performances at con-
certs and MCPS Festival. 

In Festival, Orchestra and 
band go to a high school and play 
four pieces of music for a set of 
judges which do what judges do--
judge--their playing.  First, they 
play their warm-up piece, which is 
not judged. However, some judges 
record vocal comments on it. 
Next, Band or Orchestra plays 
their three adjudicated piec-
es.  Each judge records their com-
ments and Mr. Stuart posts them 
on Google Classroom for us to 
hear. Finally, they go into the sight
-reading room and sight-read a 
piece of music that is significantly 
easier than the pieces they previ-

ously played. 
This year, Orchestra went 

to Gaithersburg High School on 
March 20th. Orchestra received a 
rating of “excellent,” one below 
the highest of “superior.”  They 
did incredibly well in sight-
reading, as Mr. Stuart said it was 
one of the best sight-reading per-
formances he’s ever been a part 
of. Overall, Orchestra did well at 
Festival.  Congrats! Band went to 
Northwest High School on April 
4th. They received an “excellent” 
as well. Additionally, they earned 
a “superior” on sight reading! Well 
done to both orchestra and band. 

I’ve been a part of band for 
three years now, one in intermedi-
ate band and two in advanced 
band.  A big part of that jump 
from intermediate to advanced 
for me was participating in Festi-
val. Festival is really exciting and 
fun (though sometimes nerve-
wracking!)  I am sad this was my 
last Festival, but I’m not sad about 
the experiences I’ve had in band 
while being in middle school. 
There’s a reason why so many of 
us love the music program--
including Festival--here at LPMS! 

Additionally, Orchestra 

and Jazz Band sounded phenom-
enal on the 21st of May. Orches-
tra’s 8th graders presented a 
wonderful gift (flowers and dona-
tions!) along with delightful 
speeches.  Jazz band presented 3 
soloists. It has been severely 
affected by the lack of activity 
buses this year, but we were able 
to pull together our act with 
more songs than ever to pull off a 
fantastic concert; one I’m sure 
our 8th graders can be proud of 
as their last. 

The band concert is two 
days after orchestra’s.  6th grade 
band played wonderfully with a 
long program.  Intermediate 
band sounded spectacular as 
well. I believe that this year’s in-
termediate band is truly a great 
one.  Even though I’m biased as a 
member of advanced band, I 
couldn’t stop smiling as I was 
playing. I’m so happy to be a part 
of advanced band with Mr. Stuart 
as my teacher.  

Our end of year gift to 
him was a cauldron with a rat in it 
(for his nickname, Stu-Rat) along 
with candy, flowers, small dona-
tions, and a card.  We will miss 
LPMS Music! 

An Amazing Year for Band and Orchestra! 
By JENNIFER MANDERSCHEID and PHEBE KOUNDINYA 

Lion King Photos Courtesy of Joyful Aesthetics Photography 



Every year, students go to 
the Newseum in Washington DC. 
On January 17, 2019 and May 30 
2019, students in 7th Grade Digital 
Communication with Mrs. Tippets 
and 8th Grade Photography with 
Mr. Fitzpatrick went downtown to 
the Newseum on a field trip. They 
had amazing visits on both trips! 

Both groups took a class 
and visited exhibits such as Pulitzer 
Prize Photographs, The Editorial 
Cartoons, Inside the FBI Exhibit, 
The 9/11 Gallery, and The Berlin 
Wall Exhibit. I talked to Mrs. Tip-
pets about why she loves taking 
LPMS students to the Newseum. 
 
Q: What was your favorite exhibit 
and why? 
 
A: It's hard to have a favorite exhib-

it because all of the content is 
very powerful and some of it is 
sad, but I would say you MUST 
see the 9/11 exhibit, the Berlin 
wall, and the history of communi-
cation and news 
 
Q: Why do you take students to 
the Newseum? 
 
A: All of the exhibits relate to 
what we are studying and it is very 
important to see interesting and 
relevant examples of news,        
media, and photography. 
 
Q: What do students have to do 
after the field trip? 
 
A: Students document their trip 
with photos, videos, and notes to 
create a travel blog on Google 

Sites. In Mr. Fitz’s class they have 
to examine and analyze photos 
from the Pulitzer Prize Gallery. 
 
So, be sure you go visit the 
Newseum before it closes at the 
end of this year! 
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The Newseum Field Trip: A Museum You Must Visit! By SHIVANI SOGAL 

Why Everyone Should Celebrate Pi Day 
By JENNIFER MANDERSCHEID 

 

 Every year, in celebration of pi (abbreviated 3.14) Day, my family bakes a pie (or 
two!).  Pi Day is March 14, because 3.14 is 3/14 which is how March 14 is written in date form. 
The first 4 digits of pi are 3.1415.  Therefore, March 14, 2015 was the ultimate Pi Day!!! 
 
 Pi is a wonderful number because it helps find so many things in math relating to cir-
cles.  Circumference, area, volume, surface area, and more. Without pi, geometry would be 

missing a key part of what makes it… well… geometry!  The full number of pi is unknowable and unpredicta-
ble, never repeating. It’s incredibly unique! 
 
 Because of its uniqueness, several digits of pi are hard to memorize.  In 2006, a man named Akira 
Haraguchi broke the record for most digits of pi memorized.  Remarkably, it took 16 hours and 30 minutes 
for him to recite 100,000 digits, all from memory! 
 
 Pi Day should be celebrated because it’s a important number.  Everyone: 
celebrate Pi Day next year! And anyway, who doesn’t love an excuse to eat pie? 
 

A section of the Berlin Wall can be seen in one 
of the largest Newseum exhibits.  
Photo Courtesy of Amelia Glover 
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Lakelands Park Middle 
School is a proud donor of the lo-
cal non-profit organization, Com-
fort Cases. Comfort Cases helps 
kids in foster care get the basic 
necessities and other fun activities 
and toys to call their own.  

For example, a single Com-
fort Case includes a big, gender 
appropriate, and age appropriate 
backpack, pajamas, toiletries, 
toothbrush kits, journaling or col-
oring, books, stuffed animals, and 
coloring tools. 

I volunteer at Comfort Cas-

es at least once or twice a month, 
and it’s so much fun! We do things 
like pack cases, help fulfill orders 
of cases, sort donations, help re-
organize inventory, and put to-
gether toiletry kits, coloring kits, 
and so much more! Everything 
done there is for a good cause and 
a better future for a deserving 
child.  

Comfort Cases is also very 
generous and often I come home 
with T-shirts, wristbands, and wa-
ter bottles! Even better, rarely do 
we have to do heavy duty lifting, 
so younger kids can bring their 
parents and volunteer too! 
 Lakelands Park often sup-
ports Comfort Cases and holds 
many donation drives, including 
the packing party hosted by the 

SGA this year, but if you are in-
terested in volunteering in your 
own time, you can sign up at 
www.comfortcases.org (this is 
also a great way to earn SSL 
hours and to spend your          
summer!).  

Comfort  
Cases also 
holds an an-
nual gala that 
celebrates 
their volun-
teers and 
supports 
their mission!  

Too busy to volunteer? 
You can make a monthly dona-
tion of only $10 to help a child in 
need. Please do what you can to 
help this worthy charity! 

By STEPHANIE MO 

 Some may ask why we didn’t have testing on Monday May 6. On that day, the 
first day of Ramadan started. Some people may ask, what is Ramadan? Ramadan is 
the ninth month of the Islamic calendar and Muslims fast very strictly for the whole month. This year, we 
fast on May sixth or seventh depending on the moon. If the moon was a full moon then it will start after four 
thirty in the morning. 

Every morning I wake up at 3:30. Then I go down and eat another dinner with a lot of water. After I 
am done, I go upstairs with a full water bottle to drink while I again go to bed. The disadvantage is that 
sometimes I have to wake in the middle of sleep to go to the restroom. My mouth is dry so I reach for a wa-
ter bottle, but I realize that I am fasting. The advantage is that I lose more weight and feel better about my-
self. 
 After I wake up again at 7:00, I don’t take lunch or have breakfast so I get ready and sit around trying 
to help around the house. I try to not to talk too much so that I don’t start dehydrating.  Once I go to school, I 
try to stay silent as much as possible, but my friends ask, “ Why aren’t you talking?” and I say, “ I am fasting”.  
 Many people have pitied me that I don’t want to talk that much and ask how can I survive without 
water or food. They ask me how many hours and I’m like about 16 hours. Usually I am a little light-headed 
from walking or talking too much or my hands get way too cold from the low blood flow. 
 Back at home, I do my homework and sleep for about two to three hours. Then I wake up and help 
around the house. At 8ish, we pray and break our fast with dates, water, fruit salad, and other foreign foods. 
 

All About Ramadan    By SARAH CHOWDHURY 

http://www.comfortcases.org
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Teacher Interviews! 
By JENNIFER MANDERSCHEID, MATTHEW LANGA, and PHEBE 

KOUNDINYA 

Mrs. Tina 
Carroll 
 
I’ve had Ms. 
Carroll for 2 
years, so I 
decided to 

interview her with Matthew to 
find out a little bit more about my 
math teacher. 
 
What is your favorite thing 
about being a teacher? 
 
“Helping kids learn math.” 
 
Which math class do you find 
easier—algebra or geometry—
and which do you like teaching 
better? 
 
“I like teaching Geometry be-
cause there’s a lot of “aha” mo-
ments for you: “thaaaat’s how 
that works.”  I like algebra be-
cause it's very methodical. Geom-
etry students will say geometry is 
easier. High school geometry stu-
dents tend to think geometry is 
harder.” 
 
Why do you like teaching math 
and do you think it is easier than 
English? 
 
“Way easier than English.  The 
grading alone. Math is more cut-
and-dry to grade and is more ob-
jective, which is why I think I’m a 
faster grader.  I like teaching 
math better. It’s more concrete.” 

What other schools have you 
taught at? 
 
“Jones Lane for 21 years and 
Shady Grove Middle School, 
where I taught for one, for 8th-
grade science.  I’ve taught 1st, 
2nd, 4th, and 5th grade.” 
 
A lot of people complain about 
never having to use math 
again.  Where does math apply 
in the real world? 
 
I think you have to problem solve 
all the time, no matter 
what.  Even if you’re not using 
math, it teaches you to be persis-
tent. 

Madame Molly Elmore 
Considering most students take 
Spanish, as do I, I wanted to find 
out more about the French teach-
ers in our school and share it all 
with other Spanish students. 
 
How often do you use French 
outside of school? 
 
“It varies a lot.  It depends on if I 
am in contact with some of my 
French friends or if I am in contact 

with French people, but my family 
doesn’t speak French, so I don’t 
use it at home.” 
 
What do students enjoy most 
about French? 
 
“They tend to love the cooking 
and eating.  Some students like 
the songs, but some don’t.  I try to 
bring a lot of the things that I liked 
as a student in my class.  We 
watch culturally French movies in 
French, too.” 
 
“The food and the overall experi-
ence.  There are always activities 
planned. There are specific speak-
ing activities and different activi-
ties that correspond to tests.”  -An 
8th-grade French student 
 
What is your favorite word in 
French? 
 
“I love the words cucumber and 
pineapple: concombre and ana-
nas.” 
 
What is your favorite French 
food? 
 
“I love their cheeses and their 
bread.  You can’t go wrong. It’s 
something you can’t really find 
here in the states.  Their selection 
of cheeses… They’re staples in my 
house.” 
 
Do you think students should 
take French over Spanish?  Why? 
 
“No, they’re both very useful lan-
guages and beautiful languages.  I 
hope they choose the language 
they’re more passionate about 
learning. I chose French because 
my French teacher was better 
than my Spanish teacher.                  
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       Las hermanas Mirabal también llamadas o conocidas 
como Las mariposas. fueron 3 hermanas dominicanas 
que se opusieron contra la tiranía de Rafael Leonidas Tru-
jillo, también conocido como “El Jefe”  o “El benefac-
tor.” Sus nombres fueron Patria, Minerva, y María Teresa 
Mirabal. (También esta su cuarta hermana llamada Dede 
que no tuvo ninguna actividad política en contra de la 
tiranía) 
     Trujillo fue un malvado asesino desquiciado que por 31 
años gobernó La República Dominicana bajo la crueldad 
de sus actos. Su gobierno está conocido como el más 
sangriento e Inhumano de toda  Latinoamérica, durante 
sus 31 años de gobierno y se cometieron constantes vi-
olaciones a los Derechos Humanos como la matanza de 
haitianos en 1937. Trujillo sumergió a la República Do-
minicana en un estado de pánico, donde una muerte 
podía ser encubierta como un "accidente" y cualquier 
persona, podía ser encarcelada y torturada en una de las 
cárceles clandestinas destinadas a esta práctica. 
       Cuando Trujillo llegó al poder, La familia de las Her-
manas perdió casi toda su fortuna. Las Mirabal creían que 
Trujillo llevaría al país al caos y por ello entraron a formar 
parte de un grupo clandestino de oposición al régimen, 
conocido como la Agrupación política  del 14 de junio. 
Dentro de este grupo eran conocidas como Las Maripo-
sas, se les conocía así, porque ese era el nombre con el 
que Minerva se identificaba en las relaciones políticas. 
    Las Hermanas Mirabal  y sus esposos fueron sometidos 
a una cruel tortura por el malvado y desquiciado dictador 
Rafael Trujillo. A pesar de estas situaciones, continuaron 
en su lucha por terminar con la dictadura. Después de 
varios encarcelamientos, Trujillo decidió terminar con las 
hermanas. En ese momento Trujillo creyó que había 
eliminado un gran problema. Sin embargo, esto le trajo 
muchos inconvenientes y fue el principio de su desgracia. 
La muerte de las Mirabal causó gran repercusión en la 
República Dominicana. Esta reacción contribuyó a des-
pertar la conciencia en el público, y finalmente culminó 
con el asesinato del dictador el 30 de mayo de 1961. 
   La obra de  las hermanas Mirabal se convirtieron en 
"símbolos de resistencia popular y feminista.”  Por su lu-
cha de finalmente acabar con la tiranía de Trujillo. Y 
aunque hay mucho mas detras del impacto de esta gran 
historia, este es el mayor efecto que estas her-
manas  causaron en la República Dominicana."Si me 
matan, sacaré los brazos de la tumba y seré más fuer-
te". Dijo Minerva Mirabal antes de morir. Y así lo hici-
eron. Las hermanas se convirtieron en el símbolo global 
contra la violencia de Género. Marcando esta fecha 25 de 
Noviembre ”Dia de la no violencia contra la mujer.” 

 Las Hermanas Mirabal: A Dominican History (Una historia Dominicana)  

In Spanish and Translated to English By JESSICA PEREZ 

        The Mirabal sisters also called or known as The but-
terflies. They were 3 Dominican sisters who opposed 
the tyranny of Rafael Leonidas Trujillo, also known as "El 
Jefe" or "El benefactor." Their names were Patria, Miner-
va, and María Teresa Mirabal. (There is also his fourth 
sister named Dede who did not have any political activity 
against tyranny) 
       Trujillo was an evil deranged murderer who for 31 
years ruled the Dominican Republic under the cruelty of 
his actions. His government is known as the bloodiest 
and most inhuman in all of Latin America, during his 31 
years in office and constant violations of Human Rights 
were committed, such as the massacre of Haitians in 
1937. Trujillo immersed the Dominican Republic in a state 
of panic, where a death could be disguised as an 
"accident" and anyone could be imprisoned and tortured 
in one of the clandestine prisons destined for this prac-
tice. 
      When Trujillo came to power, the family of the Sisters 
lost almost all their fortune. The Mirabal believed that 
Trujillo would lead the country to chaos and therefore 
became part of a clandestine opposition group to the 
regime, known as the political grouping of June 14. With-
in this group they were known as Las Mariposas, they 
were known as such, because that was the name that 
Minerva identified with in political relations. 
      The Mirabal Sisters and their husbands were subject-
ed to cruel torture by the evil and deranged dictator Ra-
fael Trujillo. Despite these situations, they continued in 
their struggle to end the dictatorship. After several im-
prisonments, Trujillo decided to end the sisters. At that 
time Trujillo believed that he had eliminated a big prob-
lem. However, this brought him many inconveniences 
and it was the beginning of his misfortune. The death of 
the Mirabal caused great repercussion in the Dominican 
Republic. This reaction contributed to awakening the 
conscience in the public, and finally culminated with the 
assassination of the dictator on May 30, 1961. 
     The work of the Mirabal sisters became "symbols of 
popular and feminist resistance." Because of their strug-
gle to finally put an end to the tyranny of Trujillo, and 
although there is much more behind the impact of this 
great story, this is the greatest effect that these sisters 
caused in the Dominican Republic: "If they kill me, I will 
take my arms out of the tomb and I will be stronger", 
said Minerva Mirabal before her death, and they did so, 
the sisters became the global symbol against gender vio-
lence. Marking this date November 25 "Day of nonvio-
lence against women." 
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Photography with Mr. Fitz 
By SOPHIA SHIN 

How did you get into photog-
raphy? 
I guess my friends and I made a 
website in Virginia called the 
“Virginia Trekkers.” We would 
travel all over the country while 
taking videos and I got a grant for 
a camera. My family likes to trav-
el. 
 
Is it hard being the photography 
and T.V studios teacher? 
No, but the classes are different 
and it’s all about being visual and 
creative. 
 
Would you take up professional 
photography as a job? 
Yes, if it was National Geograph-
ic. 
 
Would you stop being a T.V stu-
dios teacher to be a full time 
photography teacher? 
No. 
 
What is your favorite type of 
picture to take? 
My favorite pictures to take is 
when I’m traveling. 
 
What advice would you give to 

kids starting photography as a 
hobby? 
Use resources like Youtube to 
learn how to take good photos 
and then follow professional pho-
tographers. 
 
What do you think is the hard-
est project in your class? 
Light graffiti. 
 
Which is better? Being a T.V stu-
dios teacher or a photography 
teacher? 
I don’t have a favorite, I like them 
both. 
 
How did becoming a photog-
raphy teacher affect you besides 
the change of work? 
I’ve started to learn more and 
more about photography. I got to 
be a student all over again. 
 
What is your favorite thing to 
take a picture of? 
Bridges and roads. 
 
What past students of Mr. Fitz-
patrick’s Photography course 
think of the class: 
 
“I believe the class was spectacu-
lar. It was supercalifragilisticexpi-
alidocious! I had a lot of fun walk-
ing around the building with my 
friends!” -Melissa Szwed 
 
“Photography was very fun, and 
we had a lot of freedom!” -Caitlyn 
Burns 
 
“It was great and I had a wonder-
ful experience.” -Quinn Hilbert 

Why You Should 
Join  

Newspaper Club 
By CAITLYN BURNS 

 Surprisingly, a lot of peo-
ple here at Lakelands Park Middle 
School don’t know there even is a 

school paper. But when it came 
out, a lot of people became inter-

ested in reading it. 
Also, a lot of people think 

in newspaper club is just writing, 
but in newspaper club you can 
take pictures, draw comics, edit, 
and write all sorts of things. For 
example, you could write a review 
about your favorite book, movie, 
video game, ect. 

And of course, the reason 
some people want to join newspa-
per club, is because after we pub-
lish a new paper, we have a party 
to celebrate with lots of food. If 
you want to have any of the treats 
during the party though, you have 
to had written something for 
newspaper. 

Finally, a really good rea-
son to join newspaper club is be-
cause you get to hang out with 
friends and/or make new friends, 
and work on fun projects with 
them. If you want to join newspa-
per club, we meet on Thursdays in 
Ms. Tippets’ room. 
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Planning for movies could potentially be a compli-
cated experience, but it is 100 percent worth the 
effort. 
 
Buying Tickets: It might not come as a surprise to 
you, but it is ALWAYS better to buy your tickets 
ahead of time. The time you would wait to buy tick-
ets to a movie should also be proportionate to what 
you’re seeing. Are you seeing a less talked-about 
film, such as “Godzilla:The King of the Monsters?” 
Maybe buy your tickets 2 weeks ahead of time. But 
what about much more popular movies? A great ex-
ample of this is “Avengers: Endgame.” The day tick-
ets came out, I checked out the website. About half 
of them were sold out for release day. I check again 
in one hour, and guess what? The theater is com-
pletely packed for numerous showings of the movie. 
If you haven’t already gotten tickets for it (at the 
time of writing this, April 4th) you may as well just 
wait until one week after April 26. You have very lit-
tle hope of getting them beforehand. 
 
Seating Charts: This one might be more surprising. 
Why would you plan out where everyone sits? As 
long as you know where to go, the order in which 
you sit really shouldn’t matter. But the problem is, in 
large groups, it matters very much. Do you want to 
talk a lot during the movie? Do you want to eat 
someone else’s or share your own popcorn? What 
about where you would place your drink? (Please 
always place your drinks to the right). Do you just 
want to sit next to one particular person? Whatever 
the reason may be, there is no need for randomized 
seating. Get input from everyone in your group 
about where they want to sit, and who to sit next to. 
This makes things a lot easier for everyone, and 
makes the movie experience more enjoyable too. 
 
Be willing to compromise: Sometimes, things don’t 
work out with everyone’s schedules. Someone 
might have soccer practice on Friday, while another 
two already have plans for Saturday. Before buying 
tickets, see what day and time works best for the 
largest amount of people. 

Snacks: This applies to everything 
that can be consumed at a movie 
theater: Drinks, popcorn, candy, or 
whatever else you wish to get. You 
have two different options: give a 
handful of people your money and 
have them buy everyone’s snacks, or have everyone 
wait in line for their own. Neither is objectively bet-
ter than the other, because it’s dependent on how 
many people you have and who ordered what. 

The Right Ways to Plan for and go to the Movies 
By MATTHEW LANGA 

END TESTS 
A Poem by Melissa Szwed 

 
Winter's end, Spring comes 
Tests near in a mighty wave 
Stress, work, no free time 
 
Why end with a crunch 
Spread it throughout the whole year 
End with a fun bang 
 
Why end with a crunch 
When the year is so so long 
Revise, lookover 
 
Evaluate, please 
So we can enjoy less stress 
Weigh standardized tests 
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 On March 8th 2014, The Malaysia Airline 
flight 370 was traveling from Malaysia to China, but 
94 minutes into the flight, the plane disappeared 
without a trace. The plane had a total of 227 people 
and 12 flight crew members, and they were all gone 
in a matter of minutes. This of course, caught the 
eye of numerous conspiracy theorists, and many 
had much to say about this. 
 The first and most popular theory is aliens. A 
Twitter user named Ty got strange voicemails from 
an unknown caller consisting of the NATO phonetic 
alphabet which is used by military servicemen and 
women. These codes translated to, “S Danger SOS 
it is dire for you to evacuate be cautious they are 
not human 042933964320 SOS Danger SOS.” Theo-
rists say that the flight had “encountered some-
thing non-human.” An internet user spaced out the 
numbers and saw that they were coordinates that 
are in Medan, the capital of Indonesia, which is ex-
tremely close to where the Malaysia Airline flight 
370 lost all radio contact.  
 Many people think that it’s the black box re-
cording of the plane. The black box records every-
thing that happens on the plane and that’s why it 
repeats “SOS,” and also gives the plane’s flight in-
formation which are the coordinates. The last con-
versation between air control and the pilots were 
released. In the beginning of the conversation, the 
pilot speaks in a well mannered and clear voice. But 
as the conversation progressed, the pilot began 
stuttering and stumbling over his words and pauses. 
 Also, in the tape, there is a small scream like 
sound. Theorists assume that an alien entered the 
cockpit and that’s when the pilot started pausing 
and stuttering. Then they say that the small sound 

was the scream of a flight attendant who saw the 
alien. Then the creature forced the pilot to end the 
call with “Goodnight Malaysian Three Seven Zero,” 
and that was the last time anyone has heard from 
the plane. 
   Another theory is that the plane simply 
crashed into the ocean without leaving a trace. I 
personally don’t believe this theory because plane 
crashes mostly happen in the few minutes in the be-
ginning of a plane’s flight and the few minutes at 
the end of the flight. This theory, however could be 
true, but wouldn’t the remains of the plane wash up 
on shore? 
 Another theory is the Asian Bermuda Trian-
gle. There could be a second Bermuda Triangle in 
the Indian ocean, but this theory lacks proof. 
There’s a theory that involves another Malaysia Air-
lines flight. The theory is that since another Malay-
sia Airlines flight (Flight MH17) was shot down over 
Ukraine. Some people believe that the same people 
who shot down that plane, also shot down the Ma-
laysia Airlines Flight 370. 
 Finally, there is North Korea, the most pri-
vate nation that we know of. South Korea claimed 
that North Korea almost took out a Chinese plane 
on March 5, 2014. The plane was going through the 
path where a North Korean missile was fired. 3 days 
later, the Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 disappeared. 
Theorists say that North Korea shot it down or hi-
jacked it and made it go to North Korea. People say 
that the dictator wanted to use the plane for experi-
mentation. A Reddit user saw a picture and claimed 
that the plane slightly turned toward North Korea 
before disappearing. 
 There are many theories about what hap-
pened to flight 370, and the whole event of how the 
plane disappeared sounds like a conspiracy theory 
itself, but we might never find out what really hap-
pened. There isn’t a lot of true proof for any of the 
theories, but they are all interesting to think about. 
What do you think happened? 

The Strange Disappearance 

Of  Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 
          By Sophia Shin, Caitlyn Burns, and Melissa Szwed 
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I interviewed some students in ESOL to find out 
more about them and hear their stories.  First I in-
terviewed Moise who is 8th grade. He told me that 
he is from Chad, Africa and he moved here one year 
ago in 2017 to study. I asked him what he liked 
most about this country and he said, “I like a 
lot  about this country that the weather is cold, and 
in Africa it is very hot and sunny. I also like that the 
school is easier than in my country, because school 
in there is very hard.” 

 
  Next I interviewed Carolain Ramos. She is also in 
8th grade.  She said, “I am from peru. I came here 
because of dad’s work. I like a lot the school in this 
country, and the way of studying. I like the people, I 
like the seasons, spring, winter…Etc…The Principal 
Musics in my country in peru are Marineras, Fes-
tejas, and Criollo Music.”I asked her, what does she 
love the most about her country? What is the most 
significant thing to her? And she answered, “ Its 
food, its culture, and its diversity,  that’s very sig-
nificant to me.” 
 
 Last, I talked to another 8th grader. Her name is 
Kenia Amaya. She told me,  “I am from el Salvador. 
I moved here 3 years ago in 2016 . I came here to 
study and to live with my family. What I love a lot 
about my country is the food and the pupusas. One 
common dance in my country is Cumbia. A symbol 
of great significance from El Salvador is the To-
rogoz, a bird that can not live in Captivity, what it 
represents its our liberty.” 
 
My name is Jessica Perez.  I came from the Domini-
can Republic in 2017, to study and have a better 
life. What I like the most about this country is the 
English,the way of learning, and it's amazing sea-
sons. The reason I wanted to share this with you is 
because ESOL students have interesting back-
ground and cultures. I wanted to give them the op-
portunity to share nice things about their country 
because it is important to know more about other’s 
histories. 

Would You Rather? 
By SHIVANI SOGAL 

 

1. Would you rather have grass-flavored ice 
cream or pollen-coated vanilla ice cream? 
 
2. Would you rather be allergic to chocolate 
or grass? 
 
3. Would you rather never eat chocolate 
again or never go outside? 
 
4. Would you rather get a dollar or a basket 
full of candy? 
 
5. Would you rather have perpetual spring or 
fall? 
 
6. Would you rather have allergies for the en-
tire season or get a terrible cold every 2 
years? 
 
7. Would you rather have flowers growing 
out of the top of your head or have butter-
flies constantly flying in a circle around your 
head? 
 
8. Would you rather stay inside in good 
weather or go outside in bad weather? 
 
9. Would you rather have a longer spring 
break and shorter summer or vice versa? 
 
10. Would you rather spend a day planting 
vegetables in a garden or spend a day hiking 
in the woods? 
 
11. Would you rather build a birdhouse or 
have your own bird? 
 

Interviews with ESOL Students 
By JESSICA PEREZ REINOSO 
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Stop Cutting Down Trees!  By Sarah Chowdhury 

Imagine in 
front of your 
eyes a lush, 
green, tropical 
garden; but as 
you watched, 
your eyes 
were watering 
as the trees 

were both cut down and burnt. 
Your throat was scratchy as it 
looked deserted. What can you 
do now to help? A tree is a long-
lived woody plant that normally 
has a single tall main stem with 
few or no branches on its lower 
part and produces oxygen for 
everyone. Trees are important for 
all animals, humans, and even the 
planet. People are cutting down 
trees which produces Global 
Warming, Climate Change, and 
many others. In my opinion, I be-
lieve that everyone should start 
planting trees. 

In the first place, trees are 
important to all life because the 
site, newscurrents.com had writ-
ten, if trees are planted then it 
will “remove approximately 48 
pounds of carbon dioxide from 
the atmosphere every 
year.”  Felix Finkbeiner, an activ-
ist for the environment thought 
“If they reach their new goal of 
one trillion trees, this could offset 
25 to 50 percent of human carbon 
emissions”. In other words, the 
trees will help remove carbon di-
oxide which will help to not to 
have problems in the natural en-
vironment.  

The deterioration of soil or 
soil erosion will occur if there isn’t 

the trees roots to keep the soil in 
place. If that happens, then peo-
ple cannot plant seeds for the 
food and we all die. According to 
the same site in the year of 2017, 
the world lost 113,514 square 
miles of forest land, an area 
roughly the size of Italy”. Also the 
world's tropical forests lost about 
39 million acres of trees last year, 
another area roughly the size of 
Bangladesh. People may need to 
think deeper when burning, cut-
ting down, and even shredding. 
 As a matter of fact, trees 
help provide resources for every-
thing. Some examples are fuel, 
medicines, gums, fruits, latex, 
building materials, timber, and 
mulch. Yet if all trees are running 
out, then we won’t be able to 
have enough resources to find if 
trees provide the most. In addi-
tion, the trees also provide a good 
environment to plant crops and 
shade so that plants or the soil 
don’t dry out.  
 Lastly, deforestation leads 
to releasing more carbon which 
warms up the Earth or called 
Global Warming. Global Warming 
is when “a warming of the earth's 
atmosphere and oceans that is 
thought to be a result of air pollu-
tion” and when air pollution hap-
pens, we tend to feel more lethar-
gic or feel fatigued because of the 
chemicals that are surrounding 
us. 
 Although this might be 
true, some disagree about the 
trees issue. The other side argues 
that trees take up too much space 
or farmers cannot plant or man-

age livestock because of the 
trees. For example, an article in 
“The Economist” argue that at 
Qingdao, China the “newly trans-
planted catalpa and ginkgo trees 
are blocking views of the sea; that 
black pines on pavements are 
leaving no room for pedestrians, 
and that trees are being planted 
in absurd places such as under-
neath flyovers.”  
 Another argument is that 
a local artist named Zhao Ba-
oshan complained that the plan 
for planting trees is “against the 
laws of nature” or to trees are not 
people’s work, it's supposed to be 
nature’s work. Finally, the Balti-
more Sun explained that some-
times you need to remove trees 
because of fierce storms or 
worse, hurricanes. During the 
Hurricane Irene, a man died be-
cause a tree collapsed on top of 
him. Also if a tree fall on a house, 
it damages and costs a lot of time 
to pay the “homeowners and 
property insurance companies”. 
But the key point is that trees 
help us sustain our lives everyday. 
 Everyone ought to begin 
planting trees for their own lives. 
Most people don’t think about 
what they can do to help but if 
you are reading this, try to at 
least help sharing this with your 
friends or family or even going 
farther to plant a seedling.   
 
Works Cited: 
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/
takingroot/benefits.html 
"15 Billion Trees and Counting." NewsCur-
rents Read to Know, Aug. 2018. SIRS Discover-
er, http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com.           
Plumer, Brad. "Tropical Forests Suffered 
Near-Record Tree Losses in 2017." New York 
Times, 28 Jun. 2018, pp. A. 6. SIRS Issues Re-
searcher, https://sks.sirs.com. 
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Summer vs. Winter: The 
Seasonal Skirmish     
By MATTHEW LANGA 

 
Something that affects each and every one of us is 
the seasons. Here in Maryland, there are a grand to-
tal of four seasons. The two that have the most 
drastic differences are a Winter and Summer. While 
many people may disagree, I believe the superior 
season is Winter, and here’s why. 

 
1. Complete Control: The first reason why winter 
is better than summer is because of how you can 
control your temperature. Do you enjoy the cold? 
Don’t do anything! Not a fan? Just put on a sweater. 
If you’re still cold, put something else on. Still cold? 
Keep going. You can do this as much as you please. 
When you’re really hot in the summer, you usually 
take something off. But you can’t take off too much, 
ESPECIALLY in public, because you have something 
called dignity. Even if you’re in private and just don’t 
care, you can’t take off your skin. Plus, you can only 
cool yourself the most in buildings with air condi-
tioning. That’s not useful when you’re outside. 
2. Cancellations: Another great thing that comes 
along with winter is snow days. At the time of writ-
ing this, there have been 4 snow days and numerous 
delays/early releases. During the summer, unex-
pected weather-based cancellations don’t happen 
under normal circumstances. Only natural disasters, 
such as tornadoes, can impact whether or not we 
get unexpected days off of school. 
3. Shorter breaks: This reason is easily the most 
controversial one on the list. Who wouldn’t love a 
long break from school? But when you stop to think 
about it, most people don’t actually use that time in 
a way that validates so much time. On average, peo-
ple only spend about 1 of their 3 months doing 
something noteworthy. The rest is filled with things 
like going to pools, watching TV, visiting family 
members, and other things that really don’t take 
that long. Plus, as boring as it may be at times, there 
are also some upsides to going to school, such as the 
friends you make, the interesting things you learn 
(which may be far and few for some people), and 
field trips. 
4. Hot Chocolate: This is self-explanatory, but still 
deserving of its own spot. 

Why Summer is Far Better 
Than Winter: A Rebuttal 
By JENNIFER MANDERSCHEID 
 
Overall, summer is my favorite season as well as 
many others.  It’s okay if you like winter too, but I 
will forever defend the best season of summer. 
Here is my own list of why summer is better than 
winter. 
 
1. The weather: While this point on my list is the 
weakest, as it depends person to person (I will re-
spect your opinion of weather, but I personally be-
lieve summer weather is by far the best and leads to 
more activities in which you can participate in.) 
Most winter activities are confined to snowy days or 
inside.  Think of all winter exclusive activities. They 
all probably rely on snow, and you can’t guarantee 
there will be snow frequently. In summer, you can 
go outside without bundling up layer after layer 
and/or being cold. You can go to the pool, beach, 
bike, visit family, go on vacation, hike, spend time 
with friends, have a picnic, go to an amusement 
park, the fair, outdoor concerts, camp, fish, and 
more.  I don’t go outside in winter because I can’t 
stand the painful, biting cold, but I am encouraged 
to go outside in the summer without feeling as 
though I have frostbite, or actually getting it. (Trust 
me, it’s not fun. And I was wearing more layers than 
you’d think.) I’m not a fan of humidity--feeling 
sticky and wet--but I do love the warm sun on my 
back. 
2.Vacation: In winter, you only have a week or so 
for winter break, but summer is over two months 
long with endless opportunities to go on vaca-
tion.  Who doesn’t love a good vacation, even just 
summer vacation, taking a break from school? 
3. No school: Honestly, who really likes school?  If 
I polled all eighth graders, I bet only a handful 
would say yes.  Not having homework, assign-
ments, projects, tests, and not being stuck in the 
same place sitting down for over half the day is 
amazing.  Taking back our freedom in summer feels 
amazing, which brings me to my next point. 
4.Freedom: In summer, you decide what to do each 
day, who to talk with, and you determine if that 
time is meaningful and notable to you.  When I go 
to school, I have little control over if I have a good  

Continued on Page 15 
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A Humorous Paradox of Sorts 
By Ilan Yun 

 
         I can recall that moment like it was yesterday. Because, technically, it was 
yesterday. And on that particular day, I was sitting in my chair, reading a book. It 
seemed like the right time to do so, as the class was unusually quiet, so much so 
that even the flip, flip of my book’s pages seemed out of place. Suddenly, the 
room erupted into chatter, mixed with the scratching of pencils against paper.  
       Yet I sat, devout as a mule, oblivious to all potential distractions, as one 
should be when reading a good novel, cover to cover. Regardless, the rest of the 
sentient world was not as at peace and engrossed in a paperback as I was. 
        My book flew out of my hands, like a trapped bird that had finally seen an 
opening in it’s cage. The blurred, rushing letters left me somewhat dazed. I found myself staring into the 
eyes of my teacher, who had pulled the book (quite literally) right out from under my nose. She calmly 
stated, “Do your work.” 
         She put my book face down on the desk next to mine, and left, most likely to non-verbally guilt-trip 
some other poor fool who didn’t consider actually trying a commodity. I took the punishment without 
protest, because (fortunately for the rest of my organs) my brain had decided that depression and mus-
cle strain are not the best way to end the school day. 
       My brain, in truth, was feeling a little sluggish. But that didn’t stop me from making my next critical 
decision! I reached over, and snatched my book. And that, I can tell without fault, was my fatal mistake.  
         The next few seconds were moments of relief. I once again immersed myself in the fine, black print 
of the book, and the rough fibers of the pages, and I read. Until, to my great and admittedly stupid 
astonishment, my book was once again taken away by the teacher. Delightful. I cursed my remarkable 
powers of foresight. 
         My brain raced to come up with a solution to my unfortunate predicament. I could bail out the win-
dow,” I thought. “School was just about over, after all.” 
        “No, this is the second story, you dimwit,” I answered to myself. “You would rather suffer in front of a 
desk than with a broken neck?” 
        My mental argument downgraded into me mutely yelling at myself for no apparent reason. Finally, I 
succumbed to myself, and gave up. I grudgingly and reluctantly got to work. I racked my brain for infor-
mation, something, anything, that would get me out of this situation. Nope.  
        My mind struggled to keep up, like the search engine on a fifty year old computer. Except it was un-
plugged. With no internet. Suddenly, the cable on my mental supercomputer plugged in. I had the most 
incredible, most stupid idea in the universe. 
         After my surplus of unprecedented creativity, the work was, surprisingly, quite easy. In fact, I fin-
ished it right then and there, and happily read a different book, for like, two minutes. Indeed, it was a 
small reward, but what my tedious work had produced was a reward enough. What I was working on, in 
fact, was the organizer for the very narrative that is in front of you, and which you are likely reading. 
        I suppose that it is essentially a paradox, as I am writing an narrative about myself writing an organ-
izer, about myself writing the same organizer, and so on. Now, dear reader, you may be thinking, “What 
kind of dumb doofus would write something so utterly stupid and idiotic?” 
        Well, if you find yourself asking that question, then you, reader, are a hypocrite. Because the answer 
to that question, is so obvious, and so astonishingly simple, that it even seems wrong to point it out. Me. 
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day. who’s going to be rude to me, my grades (after 
already taking a test), and what assignments I do I 
cannot change.  I don’t--can’t--decide what to do at 
school, but I have the freedom to in summer and I will 
use that freedom to its fullest. 
5. More daylight = happiness 
“Winter blues” is real.  In summer, longer daylight 
hours not only means more time to have fun outside, 
but means more happiness and better days.  Studies 
show more sunlight is correlated to higher levels of 
happiness, and who wants to feel sad? 
6.Less sickness: Due to staying inside all the time, 
winter breeds sickness.  That’s why every fall/winter 
we all (should) get flu shots. But in summer, rates of 
sickness are down due to the better weather leading 
to more time spent outside and not cooped inside 
breeding disease. 
7.Movies: Think of your favorite movie.  Chances 
are it was probably made in the summer.  According 
to Box Office Mojo, in 2016, 86 movies were released 
in winter and 249 in summer.  That’s nearly 3 times 
more than in winter! In summer, there is more time 
to go to movies and more movies to see. 
8.Sleep: Everyone loves getting a good night ’s 
sleep, but unfortunately, due to early wake-up times 
for school, not many of us are fully rested when we 
wake up.  Personally, I naturally wake up around 
8:00, but I have to wake up at 7:00 for school. That’s 
only an hour of difference, but it makes a big differ-
ence for me.  And that’s a small difference compared 
to other people, or my sleep schedule when I was at 
the height of my growth 4 years ago. Sleep impacts 
brain function, which affects test scores.  I personally 
notice I do better on tests when I get more sleep, es-
pecially on 2 hour delays. Studies show that, on aver-
age, teens need about 9.25 hours of sleep. However, 
most teens get only 7 hours of sleep.  That’s over 2 
hours less than needed. No wonder everyone is so 
happy on 2 hour delays! 
9.Friends: Matthew says: “Plus, as boring as it may 
be at times, there are also some upsides to going to 
school, such as the friends you make.” Sure, while I 
personally dislike school, it doesn’t mean it’s all 
bad.  It’s an easy way to make friends, but other ac-

tivities that can be 
done in the summer 
are also easy to 
make friends, such 
as going to the pool, 
participating in a 
sports team, music 
ensemble, camp, 
plays, or other inter-
est-based activi-
ties.  You can make 
friends anywhere, even at the library or on the in-
ternet. You can make friends anywhere. It just de-
pends if you stay inside and do nothing all summer, 
versus going out and actually doing activities. 
10. Life (http://time.com/3057652/season-deadly) 
Simply put, winter is the deadliest season.  While 
you might think of dying of sharks or even the ridic-
ulous dying by coconut or even selfie, the chance of 
you dying by a shark attack is only much less than 
drowning.  1,260 Americans die each year due to 
the cold, while only 620 died during the summer. 
I rest my case.  Summer is superior. 

Summer Continued 

Have an A-maze-ing Summer! 

By SHIVANI SOGAL 



THE FALCON FLIER—Page 16 WINTER PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS 

The Walk Photo By Marie Valouiski  

SECOND PLACE Photo By  

Darby McCoy 

Photo Above By Luca Devito, edited by 

Andrew Rabberman 

Photo on Right By Darby McCoy 

FIRST PLACE Photo By Lukas Englert-Fernandez  

Honorable Mentions 
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Left: Winter in Lake Louise  

Photo By  

Magnus Smith-Peters  

 

 

 

Below: Photo of Winter 
Photos By Sophia Shin 

Icicle Photo By Jennifer Manderscheid       
Jumping for Joy By  Claire King  

Night Snowfall By Melissa Szwed 
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Photo By Darby McCoy                                                      Photo By Arliya Ghosh  

Honorable Mentions 

PHOTO CONTEST  WINNERS 

FIRST PLACE Photo By Claire King  

EXTRAORDINARY PHOTOS OF ORDINARY 
THINGS SPRING PHOTO CONTEST ORGANIZED BY SHIVANI SOGAL 

SECOND PLACE Photo By Paavani Lal Das 
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Rose By Nicole Figuereo  LPMS By Ademir Ferreyra 

Ladybug  

By  

Analise 

Cochrane 

Extra Gum By Zoya Vesal 

Three Photos of Dandelion, Basketball, and Umbrella                 By Julia Buchta 
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Pichu: A Force To be 
Reckoned With  
By Pichu Enthusiast 1116  
 
Looking at the above images strikes fear into your 
heart, right? This is the case with many people. 
Pichu from the Pokémon series is single-handedly 
the coolest, scariest, and strongest character in all 
of gaming. He can strike you (and himself) with 
lightning bolts. He can move at a speed rivaling that 
of Sonic the Hedgehog, who is best known for being 
able to run at the speed of sound. Simply put, Pichu 
is the definitive experience. 
 
Where is Pichu from? 
Pichu originates in Pokémon Gold and Silver. He is 
based on the inferior electric rat, Pikachu. What can 
Pikachu do, you ask? Everything Pichu can but 
WORSE. Our one-foot tall overlord does not want 
to “evolve” (actually DEVOLVE) into Pikachu, the 
fat rat. This is due to Pichu knowing it is superior the 
way it is. 
 
Why did Masahiro Sakurai remove Pichu from the 
Smash series? 
Many of you might have seen Pichu in Super Smash 
Bros. Ultimate, but did you know that his last ap-
pearance was his first, in Super Smash Bros. Melee 
(released in 2001)? Masahiro Sakurai, the lead de-
veloper of the series, decided not to bring Pichu 
back until now. This is likely due to Mr. Sakurai 
wanting to balance out the game. By adding Pichu 
into the roster, anyone who uses him gets an unfair 
advantage. He’s that good. Due to this, we can con-
clude that Mr. Sakurai was scared. 
 

Book Review:  
Falling Kingdoms 

By CAITLYN BURNS 

My Rating:  
Author: Morgan Rhodes 
What It’s About: 

Told in the perspective of Cleo, Jonas, Lucia, 
and Magnus, in a world that once had magic, but has 
been gone for thousands of years, three kingdoms 
have peace that won’t last for long. After, Jonas’ 
brothers murder starts a war between the kingdoms 
of Paelsia and Limeros against Auranos. Cleo is the 
princess of Auranos and her life will change forever 
at she witnesses Jonas’ brothers murder. Magnus is 
the prince of Limeros and has a huge secret that he 
can’t tell anyone. Lucia is the secretly adopted prin-
cess of Limeros, and was adopted after she was sto-
len from her birth mother because she’s destined to 
become a great sorceress in a land where magic dis-
appeared. There’s betrayals, murders, secret allianc-
es, and more. 
My Review: 

I thought Falling Kingdoms was really good. I 
feel all the main characters were well developed, 
and the plot was very intriguing. It is the first book in 
a long series, and starts off the series well. It is worth 
the time to read. 

In Falling Kingdoms, it mainly switches from 
the perspective of the four main characters, Mag-
nus, Lucia, Jonas, and Cleo, along with occasionally 
another character's perspective. Sometimes when 
there’s multiple perspectives, things can get confus-
ing, or hard to follow. That wasn’t the case with this 
book. Sometimes another problem with multiple 
perspective books is that some perspectives can be 
boring and you wish it would be over and you could 
skip to another characters perspectives. Again, that 
wasn’t the case for this book. Also, all the characters 
stories were equally told. What I mean by this is that 
not one or two characters were more focused on 
than the others. I like that about this book. 

Something else I liked about Falling King-
doms is that the reveals, or plot twists aren’t predicta-
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ble. That might just be me, but I feel like they are not 
predictable for pretty much everyone because I don’t 
see how you would be able to figure out the reveals. 
Also, the reveals are very interesting. They really add 
something extra interesting to the story. 

Now onto the characters. They had some really 
interesting relationships. I’m going to give a warning 
now, there will be spoilers in this paragraph. Before I 
started reading Falling Kingdoms I thought the four 
main characters would be working together or friends, 
but that was definitely not what happened. Magnus 
and Lucia, close brother and sister, end up being in a 
tough place and having a lot of issues with their rela-
tionship. Cleo despises Magnus because he killed her 
love interest, Theon, when Theon was fighting Magnus 
and protecting Cleo. Jonas hates Cleo and kidnapped 
her because she just stood and watched when her 
“friend” Aron killed his brother. Lucia doesn’t interact 
with Cleo or Jonas in this book. The character relation-
ships and feelings were very clear and well written. 

I said this before, but this is the first book out of 
a 6 book series. The first book in a long series really has 
to set things up well, which Falling Kingdoms did. The 
concept or the big problem in the book has to be big 

enough to last the whole series, or it has to be 
able to change so new things can be added on. 
The way this book is set up, it makes it so im-
portant things will happen of the course of time, 
but still have other interesting things to happen 
in the meantime. I feel like it also leaves room for 
change too. I get this feeling from similar series 
I’ve read. I’m on the third book of the series as 
I’m writing this, and it has proven to be true. 

Think about these questions as you read 
the book: Are these characters enjoyable to read 
about? Am I getting bored? What do I really want 
to find out? Which characters do I like? What 
Characters do I dislike? What could be changed? 
These are just a few things ask yourself while 
reading to really determine what you think about 
this book or any book. It can help you determine 
a rating too. 

I gave Falling Kingdoms a 4.5 out of 5. 
The only reason I didn’t give it a 5 star rating is 
because I feel like more bigger events could have 
happened. This book is definitely a good read for 
almost anyone. I definitely enjoyed it, and I hope 
if you decide to read it and then enjoy it too. 

Netflix Review: of STRONG GIRL BONG-SOON        By SOPHIA SHIN 

 
 The Korean Drama, Strong Girl Bong-Soon, is one of the best shows I have ever watched in my entire 
life. The language is set to Korean, however, there are English subtitles on Netflix. 

This show is about a young girl named Bong-Soon, and she has a secret power of super strength. All 
the women in her family has this strength, showing a feminist side in the TV business. This show has a genre 
of comedy, drama, romance, and crime. A show with that many genres is typically hard to find. There is also 
crime. 

There is a criminal that is mass kidnapping women, causing Guk-do, Bong-Soon’s crush, stress. 
There is some serious love triangle drama with her boss and her crush of many, many, many years. Bong-
Soon becomes a bodyguard to, Min-Hyuk, the CEO of Ainsoft and eventually, the CEO starts having feelings 
for Bong-Soon, but Bong-Soon does not like him just yet. This is an excellent example of the dramatic ten-
sion throughout the show. I was so anxious to find out who she would choose. 

There are scenes that literally made my heart stop because of all the dramatic moments. Bong-Soon 
also starts standing up for herself after she spent 27 years trying not to show her powers because if she uses 
her power selfishly, then she would lose it. She starts beating up bad guys, causing her to fill up a hospital 
that her twin brother works at. There is also a lot of drama with her twin brother and Guk-do’s girlfriend. 

I was constantly laughing throughout the show. The cover of the show is sort of cheesy, but the show 
is not. Every single character on this show has a dramatic storyline and there are no useless characters on 
the show, unlike other show. This show is one of a kind and I recommend you to watch it. 

Falling Kingdoms Book Review Continued 
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Kindness Blankets Bittner Bowl and Walk 

Students in Ms. Corprew’s Fly Time classes   
created blankets for residents of a local  
Nursing Home.               Photo Courtesy of Mrs. Tsai 

End of the Year Photos 

Students raised $1550 for the Cholangeocarcino-
ma Foundation and continued the tradition of 
forming a MB in memory of Matthew Bittner.                    
                                               Photo Courtesy of Mr. Fitzpatrick 


