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2 Teachers' Way
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20877
240-740-4950
Fax: 301-840-4570

Welcome

Dear Parents and Students,
On behalf of Gaithersburg Middle School staff, I extend a warm welcome to you and your family.
We look forward to working closely with you over this next school year.
One of our most important tasks is to provide students with an instructional program that will
challenge their abilities, build upon their interests, and broaden their experiences. We
encourage every student to pursue a rich and rigorous program of studies and to make a
personal commitment to excellence in that endeavor. The Gaithersburg Middle School staff will
provide a comprehensive instructional program and guidance designed to meet the intellectual,
social, emotional, and physical needs of adolescents as they transition to high school. The
organizational structure of the school is designed to focus on the needs of the young
adolescent. A strong emphasis is placed on the social and emotional development of each
child. At Gaithersburg Middle School, we stress the importance of independence and
responsibility. We encourage parents to be active partners in this process.
Please do not hesitate to call your child’s counselor at 240-740-4960 if you have any questions
about the attached program guide information.
Ann Dolan, Principal
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Gaithersburg Middle School Vision and Mission
Vision: Gaithersburg Middle School strives to make a positive difference in the lives of youth by developing 21st century
critical thinkers so that every student is college and career ready.
Mission: Gaithersburg Middle School provides a positive, rigorous learning community; utilizes data-driven instructional
practices and academic interventions; collaborates effectively with staff, students, families and feeder schools; and
supports all students to grow and to excel intellectually, emotionally and socially.
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Instructional Program at a Glance
Middle school is the transition between the elementary and secondary school. In order to help students with this
transition, Gaithersburg Middle School (GMS) has organized each of its grade levels into a single team. The team concept
decentralizes our large school and personalizes the experience for our students. Teams include the eight to ten academic
teachers, the grade level counselor and administrator. Arts, physical education and other teacher specialists work closely
with all teams. Each team has a common planning period enabling them to meet daily to address students’ concerns, plan
activities and meet with parents.
Gaithersburg Middle School students are challenged to take a rigorous academic program. Students are placed in classes
designed to promote success. GMS offers Advanced level of studies in five subjects – English, science, world studies, math
and world language. As our students grow and develop intellectually, changes in their academic programs will be made
based on the immediate instructional needs of the students.
High School Credit in Middle School
Middle school students may take selected high school courses for credit. In order for middle school students to receive
high school credit, the middle school course must include the same content as the high school course. MCPS is in
compliance with MSDE assessment requirements. There is no partial credit awarded in middle school. Check the course
syllabus for information on assessment requirements related to passing high school credit courses in middle schools
during the 2019-2020 school year.
Grades for all high school courses for which a middle school student receives credit will appear on the student’s high
school transcript and be included in the calculation of the student’s grade point average (GPA). Students repeating the
exact same course, either in middle school or in high school, will receive the higher grade earned. That higher grade will
be the only one to appear on the transcript and be used to calculate the GPA.
This word HS credit will be next to any course in this bulletin for which students may earn high school credit.

For Magnet Program High Schools
For the International Baccalaureate (IB) program at Richard Montgomery HS, grade 8 students must be enrolled in at
least level 1 of Spanish or French and Algebra 1.

Grade 8 students may also apply for IB if they are qualified bilingual students who are already fluent in French, Spanish
or Chinese. These students do not need to be currently enrolled in French, Spanish or Chinese, but they must be
enrolled in at least Algebra 1.

Grade 8 students who are enrolled in Algebra 1 or higher may also apply to the Global Ecology House at Poolesville HS.
There is no World Language requirement for Poolesville.
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SAMPLE 6th GRADE SCHEDULE
C2.0 Mathematics 6 or C2.0 Investigations into Mathematics
(IM)
Advanced English 6
Investigations in Science 6
Historical Inquiry into Global Humanities 6
PE/Health
Reading or World Language (Spanish/French)
Elective

REGISTRATION PROCESS
This Course Bulletin contains a complete listing of the
required and elective courses available at Gaithersburg
Middle School and explains the registration process. Parents
of incoming sixth graders are invited to meet the principal,
assistant principals, resource teachers and counselors at a
Fifth Grade Parent Night on Wednesday evening, January 30
(snow date Tuesday, February 5), in the Gaithersburg MS
cafeteria at 6:30 p.m.

HOW TO CHOOSE AN ELECTIVE

We encourage students and parents to work together in
planning their child’s instructional program. Our school
counselors will visit classrooms during January/February to
distribute and explain registration materials. Students will
bring home this registration booklet to discuss their grade level
program. Teachers will collect the registration form from your
child after you have completed and signed it.

Students should choose FOUR electives, but will receive only
one. Refer to pages 16-17 for course descriptions. Number
your choices 1 to 4, with number 1 being your first choice.
Students in double period classes may not have an elective.
Elective choices may include:
Art & Horticulture (per semester)
-orTech & Design/Horticulture (per semester)
-orINSTRUMENTAL MUSIC Intermediate Band 6 or Orchestra 6
(each is a year-long course)
-orCHORAL MUSIC (year-long course)

Please note that elective course offerings are determined by
student enrollment and staffing availability and are subject to
change.
Major changes have occurred in our course offerings during
the past several years; therefore, all GMS parents are
encouraged to review this course offerings booklet very
carefully. If you have any questions about your child’s
program, please call the Counseling Department at 301-8404567.

SEVENTH GRADE REGISTRATION
SIXTH GRADE REGISTRATION

All seventh grade students take five core classes at
Gaithersburg Middle School – Math, English, World Studies,
Science, Physical Education/Health, an academic and art
elective. ESOL and special education classes are offered for
students as appropriate. French Immersion students will
automatically be placed in the appropriate French language
and World Studies classes. Students needing additional
support may be assigned a reading or math class in place of
one elective.

All sixth grade students take seven classes at Gaithersburg
Middle School – math, English, science, world studies, reading/
World Languages, physical education/health and one elective.
ESOL, and special education classes are offered for students as
appropriate. Students enrolled in elementary school French
Immersion Program will be placed in the appropriate French
language and French world studies classes.
Fifth grade teachers recommend placement for your student
for next year. Students will be scheduled in the recommended
class. The Counseling Department will review all registration
forms. Parents/guardians who disagree with the teacher
recommendation will have their student’s program reviewed
by the appropriate Content Specialist.

Sixth grade teachers recommend course/level placement for
your student’s seventh grade classes. Students needing
additional support may be assigned to a reading class in place
of an elective. Students will be scheduled in the recommended
class. Parents/guardians have the opportunity to disagree
with a teacher recommendation(s). Parents/guardians who
disagree with the teacher recommendation will have their
student’s program reviewed by the appropriate Content
Specialist.
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HOW TO CHOOSE AN ELECTIVE

Art Elective Course Options (Gr. 8)
Piano (semester)
Art 8 (semester)
Horticulture (semester)
Exploring Theater (semester)
TV Production (semester)
Inventions in Engineering (semester)
Guitar (semester)
Creative FACS (semester)
Advanced Band (full year)
Chorus (full year)
Concert Orchestra (full year)
Foundations in Computer Science (full year)
Student Court / Model UN (full year)
Lights, Camera, and Literacy (full year)
Lights, Camera and Film Literacy (full year)

Students may choose FOUR electives, but will only receive one.
Refer to pages 16-17 for course descriptions. Number your
choices from 1 to 4, with number 1 being the first choice.
Students in double period classes may not have an elective.
Art Elective Course Options (Gr. 7)
Guitar (semester)
Art 7 (semester)
Horticulture (semester)
Creative FACS (semester)
TV Production (semester)
Inventions in Engineering (semester)
Piano (semester)
Concert Band 7 (full year)
Concert Orchestra (full year)
Chorus (full year)
Student Court/Model UN (full year)
Lights, Camera, and Literacy (full year)
Lights, Camera and Film Literacy (full year)

INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM
ENGLISH ····················································
Advanced English 6

EIGHTH GRADE REGISTRATION

This course involves implementation of the English 6
curriculum for motivated students with a lively interest in the
power and versatility of language. In preparation for
advanced middle and high school English courses, students
read challenging texts written in various time periods and
rhetorical contexts. Students develop their ability to express
ideas with clarity and precision by writing increasingly
complex compositions for a variety of purposes, including
literary analysis, persuasion, and research.

All eighth grade students take five core classes at Gaithersburg
Middle School –Math, English, World Studies, Science, Physical
Education/Health, an academic and art elective. ESOL and
special education classes are offered for students
as appropriate. French Immersion students will automatically
be placed in the appropriate French language and World
Studies classes. Students needing additional support may be
assigned a reading or math class in place of one elective.

Advanced English 6 utilizes the five English/language arts
processes (reading, writing, listening, speaking, and viewing)
and the two contents (language and literature) in a thematic
organization of four units. Rigor and challenge are essential
components of the instructional approach to Advanced English
6, and instruction in reading and writing strategies, grammar,
and vocabulary is embedded in every unit.

Seventh grade teachers recommend placement for your
student for next year. These recommendations appear on the
registration form.
Students will be scheduled in the
recommended class. French Immersion students will be
automatically placed in the appropriate French language and
world studies classes. Students needing additional support
may be assigned to a reading class in place of an elective.
Parents/guardians who disagree with the teacher
recommendation will have their student’s program reviewed
by the appropriate Content Specialist

Teachers will implement the curriculum through the following
thematic units:
UNIT 1: FOUNDATIONS
UNIT 2: ADVENTURES
UNIT 3: CHALLENGES AND BARRIERS
UNIT 4: ARTISTIC CHOICES

HOW TO CHOOSE AN ELECTIVE
Students may choose FOUR electives, but will only receive one.
Refer to pages 16-17 for course descriptions. Number your
choices from 1 to 4, with number 1 being your first choice.
Students in double period classes may not have an elective.

Students read, analyze, and study different genres related to
each of the themes and complete required common tasks. The
common tasks focus primarily on the writing process for three
types
of
writing—argument,
narrative,
and
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informative/explanatory—and they include the use of
information, word processing, and presentation technology to
address a variety of language skills. Students have
opportunities to present their work orally and through various
technology tools. All students develop portfolios and revisit
their compositions as they work to strengthen their writing
skills.

periods and rhetorical contexts. Students develop their ability
to express ideas with clarity and precision by writing
increasingly complex compositions for a variety of purposes,
including literary analysis, persuasion, and research.
Advanced English 8
This course involves implementation of the Advanced English
8 curriculum for motivated students with a lively interest in the
power and versatility of language. In preparation for advanced
high school English courses, students read challenging texts
written in various time periods and rhetorical contexts, at
times making interdisciplinary connections with historical
events and concepts developed in their Grade 8 U.S. History
class. Students develop their ability to express ideas with
clarity and precision by writing increasingly complex
compositions for a variety of purposes, including literary
analysis, persuasion, and research. Advanced English 8 is
composed of two semester courses: Writing and Language 8A
and Literature and Language 8B.

Advanced English 7
This course involves implementation of the Advanced English
7 curriculum for motivated students with a lively interest in
the power and versatility of language. Students read
challenging texts written in various time periods and
rhetorical contexts. Students develop their ability to express
ideas with clarity and precision by writing increasingly
complex compositions for a variety of purposes, including
literary analysis, persuasion, and research. Students are
awarded 10 SSL hours at the completion of English 7 for their
full participation in SSL activities.
Advanced English 7 integrates the five English/language arts
processes (reading, writing, listening, speaking, and viewing)
and the two contents (language and literature) in a thematic
organization of four units. It builds on the students’
experiences in English 6, involving greater rigor and challenge
in the instructional approach to the study of English.

Writing and Language 8A—like its counterpart in ninth
grade—puts writing at the center of teaching and learning. The
course focuses on developing the skills students need to
communicate effectively for a variety of purposes, audiences,
and media in a world in which the means for communication
are rapidly changing. The writing class is a workshop: Students
write every day, keep a portfolio to track progress and set
goals, and explore ways to convey their own voice. They read
as writers, analyzing short texts, practicing the writers’
techniques, and imitating the style and sentence structures of
published authors. They study literature and language as an
integral part of the writing and revision process. Students write
to explore their own thinking, engage in reflection, and learn
each day that they have control over improving their craft.

Teachers will implement the curriculum through the following
thematic units:
UNIT 1: IDENTITY
UNIT 2: A SENSE OF PLACE
UNIT 3: PERSPECTIVES
UNIT 4: EXPRESSIONS
Students will examine language and literature in the context
of the challenges people face. Students read, analyze, and
study different genres related to each of the themes and
complete required common tasks. Core texts include
multicultural, contemporary, and classic titles. The common
tasks focus primarily on the writing process for three types of
writing—argument, narrative, and informative/explanatory—
and they include the use of information, word processing,
and presentation technology to address a variety of language
skills.

Literature and Language 8B—like the first semester course—
parallels English 9B. Both courses center on the study of
language and literature as the vehicle of creative and critical
thought that enables students to think about and understand
the world. The focus shifts in second semester to a careful
study of how professional writers create stories and use
language in thoughtful and deliberate ways. Students read
short stories, novels, nonfiction, drama, and poetry and
explore how writers use the same techniques students have
practiced in their own writing. Through careful reading of both
print and non-print texts, students search for understanding
and sometimes learn to be comfortable with ambiguity in a
world of people who have both common and diverse
experiences. The course is composed of three thematic units:

Students have opportunities to present their work orally and
through various technology tools. Instruction in reading and
writing strategies, grammar, and vocabulary is embedded in
every unit. All students develop portfolios and revisit their
compositions as they work to strengthen their writing skills.
Advanced English 7 prepares students—through activities
integrated into each thematic unit—for county, state, and
national assessments. In preparation for advanced middle
and high school English courses, Advanced English 7 requires
students to read challenging texts written in various time

UNIT 1: LITERATURE AS CRAFT
UNIT 2: LITERATURE IN CONTEXT
UNIT 3: LITERATURE AS ART
Instruction in reading and writing strategies, grammar, and
vocabulary is embedded in every unit. All students develop
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portfolios and revisit their compositions as they work to
strengthen their writing skills.

ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) ·······

READING ····················································
Basic Reading – FLEX or Systems 44
(Please note: Students are recommended for this class.
Teachers base their recommendations on students’ test
scores/reading level/reading comprehension.)
Basic Reading curriculum extends the reading strategies
framed in previous reading courses. This curriculum is
designed for readers who have a foundation in decoding skills
but experience difficulty comprehending grade-level material.
The goal of this course is to build reading comprehension of
expository texts that students will encounter in secondary
content classes, including periodicals, trade books, text books,
and reference materials. Students also develop vocabulary
skills, fluency rate, and the motivation for reading. Students
learn research-based reading strategies and apply them to the
content texts of science, social studies, English, and
mathematics. During the year of study, students work with
increasingly more difficult materials, as they become more
independent and efficient readers.

ESOL Level 1 – Entering
This course is designed to teach English as a new language to
Entering ESOL students. The four skill areas of reading, writing,
listening, and speaking are integrated as students engage in
oral and written language in social and academic context.
Students participate in various learning activities focusing on
linguistic complexity, language conventions and vocabulary, as
appropriate for beginning English learners. This course meets
for a double period every day.

READ 180
(Please note: Students are recommended for this class.
Teachers base their recommendations on students’ test
scores/reading level/reading comprehension.)
READ 180 is an intervention for secondary students who need
support in reading. It is appropriate for students in general
education, special education and ESOL (levels 2 and above)
programs. It is an intensive reading intervention program
designed to meet the needs of students whose reading
achievement is below the proficient level. The program
directly addresses individual needs through adaptive and
instruction software, high-interest literature, and direct
instruction in reading skills. The goal for using READ 180 is to
facilitate the development of self-reliant proficient readers,
and writers.

ESOL Level 2 - Emerging
This course is designed to teach English as a new language to
Emerging ESOL students. Students continue to develop
proficiency in the four skill areas of reading, writing, listening,
and speaking and are integrated as students practice oral and
written language in a variety of academic contexts. At this
level, students begin to express ideas in short sentences and
grammatical patterns, and begin to use general content
vocabulary. Learning experiences are provided to support
students as they read informational and literary texts.
Students also learn to respond to factual questions and write
paragraph summaries about their readings. This course meets
for a double period every day.
Advanced ESOL Level 3 – Developing
This course is designed to teach English as a new language to
Developing ESOL students. The four skill areas of reading,
writing, listening, and speaking are integrated as students
practice oral and written language in an academic context.
Students at this level of language proficiency understand basic
social and content vocabulary. Students learn to analyze
reading passages and respond to both factual and inferential
questions as they read and discuss both literary and
informational texts. Students practice speaking fluency,
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applying editing skills to their writing, and composing different
types of paragraphs using grammatical structures that have
been taught. At this level, students begin to express
themselves with emerging complexity, focusing on specific
content vocabulary. This course meets for a single period every
day.

life. They interpret basic information when listening and
reading. Vocabulary and basic grammatical structures are
taught within the context of these familiar topics. Culture is
embedded throughout the course. Students who successfully
complete both semesters of 1A/1B and pass any final exams or
centrally developed quarter or unit assessments also taken by
high school students in the course. There is no partial credit
awarded in middle school.

Advanced ESOL Level 4 – Expanding
This course is designed to teach English as a new language to
Expanding ESOL students. The four skill areas of reading,
writing, listening, and speaking are integrated as students
practice applying language using a variety of academic
functions, academic vocabulary, and grammatical structures in
context, both orally and in writing. Students practice using
reading strategies while reading literary and informational
texts. Students practice writing single-text and multipleparagraph essays. In this course, they review known text
structures (problem and solution, sequence, main idea and
detail, comparison and contrast); study text structure as a
guide to increased comprehension; and focus on cause and
effect as a structure. At this level, students engage in language
production that involves expressing complex ideas by using
cohesion, a variety of grammatical structures, and specific and
technical language. This course meets for a single period every
day.

Spanish or French 2 A/B (HS credit; two semesters)
Students expand their ability to communicate orally and in
writing in a culturally appropriate manner about topics related
to daily life. They interpret information when listening and
reading. Vocabulary and grammatical structures are taught
within the context of these topics. Culture is embedded
throughout the course.
Spanish or French 3 A/B (HS credit; two semesters)
Students continue to expand their ability to communicate
orally and in writing in a culturally appropriate manner about
a variety of familiar topics. They interpret detailed information
when listening and reading. Vocabulary and more complex
grammatical structures are taught within the context of these
topics. Culture is embedded throughout the course.
Spanish for Spanish Speakers 1 A/B and 2 A/B (HS credit; two
semesters for each course)
Spanish for Spanish Speakers 1 A/B and Spanish for Spanish
Speakers 2 A/B are offered at selected middle schools. Spanish
for Spanish Speakers provides language instruction for
students with proficiency in Spanish, either because it is their
first language or it is spoken extensively in their home. Each
course integrates history, culture, language, and connections
related to the Spanish-speaking world.

Advanced ESOL Level 5 - Bridging
This course is designed to teach English as a new language to
Bridging ESOL students. Students practice applying language in
the four skill areas of reading, writing, listening, and speaking
both orally and in writing during extended discourse. As
students expand their vocabulary and increase their control of
English, they practice using sophisticated sentence structures
by connecting ideas and combining sentences to form
compound or complex sentences, in context, when speaking
and writing. Students focus on expressing their ideas in
cohesive paragraphs. Emphasis is placed on forming
introductory and concluding paragraphs. Students employ the
writing process to produce five-paragraph essays. In order to
become more effective essay and report writers, students
learn about paraphrasing and plagiarism. This course meets for
a single period every day.

French Immersion 1 A/B, 2A/B and 3A/B
Students who have completed an MCPS elementary school
immersion program may join the immersion programs at the
middle school level. Students who did not participate in the
elementary program may test into an immersion program if
there is space available.
A two-period program of instruction enables students to
enhance their language development through one period of
language class and one period of the MCPS social studies
curriculum in French.

WORLD LANGUAGES ·································
The world language courses are high school credit-bearing
courses. Check the course syllabus for information on
assessment requirements related to passing high school credit
courses in middle schools during the 2019-2020 school year.
There is no partial credit awarded in middle school.

SCIENCE ·····················································
The goal of the MCPS science program is for all students to
develop and utilize curiosity and achieve scientific literacy by
1) developing a balanced understanding of the concepts of life
science, chemistry, physics, earth/space, and environmental

Spanish or French 1A/B (HS credit; two semesters)
Students begin to learn to communicate orally and in writing
in a culturally appropriate manner about topics related to daily
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science and 2) engaging rigorously in the process skills of
science through real-world applications.

basis of those systems. Included in this foundation are the
requisite skills necessary for students to independently
acquire, interpret, evaluate, and communicate information.
This foundation will help students build a more complex and
comprehensive understanding of the systems and history of
the United States and the world. As the county and state
continue to move toward meeting the requirements of
Common Core, each student is expected to take the advanced
curriculum. In addition to the MCPS course of study, students
deepen their understanding of key concepts and events
through reading, writing, document analysis, and historical
thinking with the advanced curriculum. These skills will be
applied in each unit and students will be expected to show
progress in skill development and historical knowledge in
exams and historical document-based projects. The advanced
curriculum will prepare all students for the next level of Social
Studies, including AP/Honors or IB.

Investigations in Science 6 (IS6):
IS6 is a problem/project-based curriculum. Instruction is
interwoven around a relevant problem/project to allow a
focus for student learning. Students engage in minds-on
inquiry and hands-on explorations, productive discourse, and
purposeful reading and writing. Units studied in IS6 center
around topics related to matter and its interactions,
ecosystem dynamics, human impacts on the environment,
energy, and waves. Students engage in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) in order to propose
solutions to identified problems.
Students are awarded 10 SSL hours at the completion of
Grade 6 Science for their full participation in SSL activities.
Dissection is one of the many instructional methods that may
be used in middle school science. Students may request one
of the county’s alternatives to dissection in these classes.
Alternatives may include such materials as videotapes, charts,
diagrams, and textbook overlays.

Historical Inquiry into Global Humanities 6:
This course is built around the core Grade 6 social studies
curriculum, Historical Inquiry in World Studies 6, which
includes historical content from early civilizations, the
empires of Greece and Rome, the dynasties of China, and
civilizations of the first millennium. Cohort students will go
beyond this core as they learn additional content, explore
deeper connections to today, engage in investigative inquiry
to strengthen their writing through Document-Based
Questions, and enhance their learning through relevant
literature connections. They also will participate in a
culminating Model UN simulation at the end of the year.

Investigations in Science 7 (IS7):
IS7 is a problem/project-based curriculum. Instruction is
interwoven around a relevant problem/project to allow a
focus for student learning. Students engage in minds-on
inquiry and hands-on explorations, productive discourse, and
purposeful reading and writing. Units studied in IS7 center
around topics related to cellular processes, structure and
function in living things, genetics, Earth’s history, and
biological evolution. Students engage in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) in order to propose
solutions to identified problems. Dissection is one of the
many instructional methods that may be used in middle
school science. Students may request one of the county’s
alternatives to dissection in these classes. Alternatives may
include the use of such materials as videotapes, charts,
diagrams, and textbook overlays.

Advanced World Studies 7
Through the study of world civilizations and global interactions
from 1000 CE to 1450 CE, students learn about political,
economic, and social systems today. Analysis of primary
source texts and visuals is a central method for learning about
the past and the challenges of historical interpretation. These
historical thinking, reading, and writing skills support success
in future Advanced Placement and honors social studies
courses. The course consists of four units:

Investigations in Science 8 (IS8)
IS8 is a problem/project-based curriculum. Instruction is
interwoven around a relevant problem/project to allow a
focus for student learning. Students engage in minds-on
inquiry and hands-on explorations, productive discourse, and
purposeful reading and writing. Units studied in IS8 center
around topics related to Forces and Motion, Astronomy,
Weather and Climate, and Earth’s Materials and Systems.
Students engage in science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM) in order to propose solutions to
identified problems.

UNIT 1: THE FOUNDATION OF MODERN POLITICAL SYSTEMS IN
EUROPE
UNIT 2: THE INFLUENCE OF CULTURE IN AFRICA
UNIT 3: GEOGRAPHY SHAPES LATIN AMERICA PAST AND
PRESENT
UNIT 4: THE IMPACT OF ECONOMICS: ONE WORLD PAST AND
PRESENT
Advanced U.S. History 8
This course prepare students for future coursework through
the development of skills from high school Advanced
Placement courses in history. In addition to the MCPS course
of study, students deepen their understanding of key concepts
and events through reading, writing, document analysis, and
historical thinking. These skills will be applied in each unit and

WORLD STUDIES ········································
The middle school world studies curriculum is designed to
provide students with a firm foundation in the structures and
concepts of the systems of geography, economics, politics, and
cultures that exist in today’s world as well as the historical
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students will be expected to show progress in skill
development and historical knowledge in exams and historical
document-based projects. The course consists of four units:

basis: whole group, small group instruction and use of
software on Chrome Books.
Curriculum 2.0 (C2.0) Math 6 Course Overview- Grade 6 Only
Curriculum 2.0 (C2.0) Math 6 extends students’ understanding
of whole number and fraction concepts developed throughout
the elementary grades. Instruction at this level will focus on
four areas: (1) connecting ratio and rate to whole number
multiplication and division and using concepts of ratio and rate
to solve problems; (2) completing understanding of division of
fractions and extending the notion of number to the system of
rational numbers, which includes negative numbers; (3)
writing, interpreting, and using expressions and equations;
and (4) developing understanding of statistical thinking.

UNIT 1: DEMOCRACY: POLITICAL SYSTEM OF THE PEOPLE
1763–1783
UNIT 2: CREATING A NATIONAL POLITICAL SYSTEM AND
CULTURE 1783–1815
UNIT 3: GEOGRAPHIC AND ECONOMIC CHANGE SHAPE THE
NATION 1815–1850
UNIT 4: A NATION DIVIDED AND REBUILT 1840–1877
Students are awarded 10 SSL hours at the completion of Grade
8 Social Studies for their full participation in SSL activities.

The content of Curriculum 2.0 (C2.0) Math 6 focuses on the
Standards for Mathematical Practice to build a climate that
engages students in the exploration of mathematics. The
Standards for Mathematical Practice are habits of mind
applied throughout the course so that students see
mathematics as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that
makes use of their ability to make sense of problem situations.
Through this course, students will do the following:

MATHEMATICS ··········································
The goal of the Montgomery County Public Schools preK–12
mathematics program is for all students to achieve
mathematical proficiency through mastery of mathematical
skills, concepts, and processes. The end result is the ability to
think and reason mathematically and use mathematics to
solve problems in authentic contexts.

 Reason about multiplication and division to solve ratio
and rate problems about quantities.
 Use the meaning of fractions, the meanings of
multiplication and division, and the relationship between
multiplication and division to understand and explain
why the procedures for dividing fractions make sense.
 Understand the use of variables in mathematical
expressions.
 Build on and reinforce the understanding of number, to
develop the ability to think statistically.
 Reason about relationships among shapes to determine
area, surface area, and volume.

For each of the courses described below, the topics of study
may not necessarily be taught in the order listed.
NEW STATE REQUIREMENT FOR STUDENTS GRADUATING IN
2018 AND LATER: Students graduating in 2018 and later must
be enrolled in a math course each year in grades 9 through
12. This may result in students earning more than 4 credits in
math for graduation.

Math 180 Grade 6/Related Activity Math only
(Please note: Students are recommended for this class.
Teachers base their recommendations on students’ math test
scores/fluency in Standards for Mathematical Practice.)

TOPICS OF STUDY:
Ratios and Proportional Relationships
 Understand ratio concepts and use ratio reasoning to
solve problems.

Math 180 was created by the world’s leading mathematics
researchers and practitioners. It was built on a deep research
base of proven teaching and learning strategies in
mathematics education. Math 180’s flexible model maximizes
instructional time with clear organization for whole-class,
group work and individualized learning. The whole group
routine encourages number sense, develops mathematical
practices and makes connections to prior topics. The small
group instruction and practice build conceptual
understanding, develop reasoning, and build communication
skills. The instructional software adapts to each students’
needs and pace, assessing and adding support and practice for
those who need it and acceleration for those ready to move
on. The format of the class includes all three aspects on a daily

The Number System
 Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division to divide fractions by fractions.
 Multiply and divide multi-digit numbers and find common
factors and multiples.
 Apply and extend previous understandings of numbers to
the system of rational numbers.
Expressions and Equations
 Apply and extend previous understandings of arithmetic
to algebraic expressions.
 Reason about and solve one-variable equations and
inequalities.
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Proportionality and Linear Relationships
• Analyze proportional relationships and use them to solve
problems.
• Understand the connections between proportional
relationships, lines, and linear equations.
• Analyze and solve linear equations and pairs of
simultaneous linear equations.

Represent and analyze quantitative relationships between
dependent and independent variables.

Geometry
 Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving
area, surface area, and volume.
Curriculum 2.0 (C2.0) Investigations into Mathematics
Curriculum 2.0 (C2.0) Investigations into Mathematics (IM)
extends students’ understanding of mathematical concepts
developed in C2.0 Mathematics 6 and accelerates the pace of
instruction to prepare for C2.0 Algebra 1. This course compacts
all of the Grade 7 Common Core State Standards and much of
the Grade 8 Common Core State Standards into a single year.
Students who successfully complete C2.0 IM are prepared for
C2.0 Algebra 1 in Grade 8. The remaining Grade 8 CCSS are
compacted into the C2.0 Algebra 1 course. Instruction for C2.0
IM will focus on four critical areas: (1) developing a unified
understanding of number, recognizing fractions, decimals
(including both those that have a finite or a repeating decimal
representation), and percents as different representations of
rational numbers; (2) using linear equations and systems of
linear equations to represent, analyze, and solve a variety of
problems; (3) comparing two data distributions and reasoning
about differences between populations; (4) analyzing
geometric relationships in order to solve real-world
mathematical problems.
C2.0 IM focuses on the Standards for Mathematical Practice to
build a climate that engages students in the exploration of
mathematics. The Standards for Mathematical Practice are
habits of mind applied throughout the course so that students
see mathematics as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that
makes use of their ability to make sense of problem situations.
Through this course, students will . . .
• Apply and extend previous understandings of operations
with fractions to add, subtract, multiply, and divide
positive and negative rational numbers.
• Create and interpret numerical and algebraic expressions
and equations in one variable.
• Develop understanding of proportionality through the use
of linear equations and systems of equations to solve and
graph single- and multi-step real world and mathematical
problems.
• Reason about geometric relationships among twodimensional and three-dimensional figures.
• Compare two data distributions and generate data sets by
random sampling.
• Investigate chance processes and develop, use, and
evaluate probability models.

Statistics and Probability
• Use random sampling to draw inferences about a
population and compare two populations.
• Develop understanding of probability models.
Creating, Comparing, and Analyzing Geometric Figures
• Construct and describe geometric figures through
understanding of congruence and similarity.
• Investigate angle measures, area, surface area, and
volume of geometric figures.
Curriculum 2.0 (C2.0) Mathematics 7
Curriculum 2.0 (C2.0) Mathematics 7 extends students’
understanding of mathematical concepts developed in C2.0
Mathematics 6. Instruction at this level will focus on four
areas: (1) developing understanding of and applying
proportional relationships; (2) developing understanding of
operations with rational numbers and working with
expressions and linear equations; (3) solving problems
involving scale drawings and informal geometric
constructions, and working with two– and three–dimensional
shapes to solve problems involving area, surface area, and
volume; and (4) drawing inferences about populations based
on samples. Students who successfully complete this course
will be ready for C2.0 Mathematics 8 in Grade 8, strengthening
their foundation for the Common Core State Standards
Algebra 1 in Grade 9.
Curriculum 2.0 (C2.0) Mathematics 7 focuses on the Standards
for Mathematical Practice to build a climate that engages
students in the exploration of mathematics. The Standards for
Mathematical Practice are habits of mind applied throughout
the course so that students see mathematics as a coherent,
useful, and logical subject that makes use of their ability to
make sense of problem situations. Through this course,
students will:
• Develop understanding of proportionality to solve and
graph single- and multi-step real-world and mathematical
problems.
• Apply and extend previous understandings of operations
with fractions to add, subtract, multiply, and divide
positive and negative rational numbers.
• Create and interpret numerical and algebraic expressions
and equations in one variable.
• Reason about geometric relationships among twodimensional and three-dimensional figures.
•
Compare two data distributions and generate data sets
by random sampling.

TOPICS OF STUDY:
Rational Numbers and Exponents
• Apply and extend previous understandings of operations
with fractions to rational numbers.
• Develop understanding of irrational numbers by using
rational approximations.
• Develop understanding of radicals and integer exponents.
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•

Investigate chance processes and develop, use, and
evaluate probability models.

•

TOPICS OF STUDY:
Ratios and Proportional Relationships
• Analyze proportional relationships and solve real-world
and mathematical problems.

•
•
•

The Number System
• Apply and extend previous understandings of operations
with fractions to rational numbers.

•

Expressions and Equations
• Use properties of operations to generate equivalent
expressions.
• Create, interpret, and solve numerical and algebraic
expressions and equations.

Solve and analyze situations using systems of two linear
equations in two variables and relate the systems to pairs
of lines in the plane.
Understand that functions describe situations where one
quantity determines another.
Use ideas about distance and angles to describe and
analyze two-dimensional figures.
Understand and apply the Pythagorean Theorem to find
distances between points on the coordinate plane, to find
lengths, and to analyze polygons.
Complete their work on volume by solving problems
involving cones, cylinders, and spheres.

TOPICS OF STUDY:
The Number System
• Know that there are numbers that are not rational, and
approximate them by rational numbers.

Geometry
• Draw, construct and describe geometrical figures and
describe the relationships between them.
• Investigate problems involving angle measure, area,
surface area, and volume.

Expressions and Equations
• Work with radicals and integer exponents.
• Understand the connections between proportional
relationships, lines, and linear equations.
•
Analyze and solve linear equations and pairs of
simultaneous linear equations.

Statistics and Probability
• Use random sampling to draw inferences about a
population.
• Draw informal comparative inferences about two
populations.
• Investigate chance processes and develop, use, and
evaluate probability models.

Functions
• Define, evaluate, and compare functions and use
functions to model relationships.
Geometry
• Understand congruence and similarity using physical
models
• Understand and apply the Pythagorean Theorem.
• Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving
volume of cylinders, cones, and spheres.

Curriculum 2.0 (C2.0) Mathematics 8
Curriculum 2.0 (C2.0) Mathematics 8 extends students’
understanding of mathematical concepts developed in C2.0
Mathematics 6 and 7. Instruction at this level will focus on
three critical areas: (1) formulating and reasoning about
expressions and equations, including modeling an association
in bivariate data with a linear equation, and solving linear
equations and systems of linear equations; (2) grasping the
concept of a function and using functions to describe
quantitative relationships; (3) analyzing two- and threedimensional space and figures using distance, angle, similarity,
and congruence, and understanding and applying the
Pythagorean Theorem. Students who successfully complete
this course will be ready for C2.0 Algebra 1 in Grade 9.

Statistics and Probability
• Investigate patterns of association in bivariate data.
Curriculum 2.0 (C2.0) Algebra I (HS Credit)
*Students who need additional support in Algebra will also
take Related Activity
Curriculum 2.0 (C2.0) Algebra 1 is designed to analyze and
model real-world phenomena. Exploration of linear,
exponential, and quadratic functions forms the foundation of
the course. Key characteristics and representations of
functions—graphic, numeric, symbolic, and verbal—are
analyzed and compared. Students develop fluency in solving
equations and inequalities. One- and two-variable data sets
are interpreted using mathematical models.
C2.0 Algebra 1 focuses on the Standards for Mathematical
Practice to build a climate that engages students in the
exploration of mathematics. The Standards of Mathematical
Practice are habits of mind applied throughout the course so
that students see mathematics as a coherent, useful, and
logical subject that makes use of their ability to make sense of

Curriculum 2.0 (C2.0) Mathematics 8 focuses on the Standards
for Mathematical Practice to build a climate that engages
students in the exploration of mathematics. The Standards for
Mathematical Practice are habits of mind applied throughout
the course so that students see mathematics as a coherent,
useful, and logical subject that makes use of their ability to
make sense of problem situations. Through this course,
students will do the following:
• Use linear equations and systems of linear equations to
represent, analyze, and solve a variety of problems
including the association between two quantities in
bivariate data.
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problem situations. Through this course, students will do the
following:
• Develop fluency and master writing, interpreting, and
translating between various forms of linear equations and
inequalities in one variable, and using them to solve
problems.
• Solve simple exponential equations that rely only on the
application of the laws of exponents.
• Interpret functions (graphically, numerically, symbolically,
and verbally), translate between representations, and
understand the limitations of various representations.
• Use regression techniques to describe approximately
linear relationships between quantities and look at
residuals to analyze the goodness of fit and use more
formal means of assessing how a model fits data.
• Compare the key characteristics of quadratic functions to
those of linear and exponential functions and select from
among these functions to model phenomena.
• Explore more specialized functions—absolute value, step,
and those that are piecewise-defined and select from
among these models to model phenomena and solve
problems.

trigonometry, and triangles; the relationship between twoand three-dimensional objects and their measurements;
exploration of geometric descriptions and equations for conic
sections; and application of geometric concepts in modeling
situations.
Curriculum 2.0 (C2.0) Geometry focuses on the Standards for
Mathematical Practice to build a climate that engages students
in the exploration of mathematics. The Standards of
Mathematical Practice are habits of mind applied throughout
the course so that students see mathematics as a coherent,
useful, and logical subject that makes use of their ability to
make sense of problem situations.
Through this course, the student will do the following:
• Prove theorems and solve problems about triangles,
quadrilaterals, and other polygons.
• Apply understandings of similarity and right triangle
trigonometry to find missing measures of triangles.
• Utilize the rectangular coordinate system to verify
geometric relationships.
• Apply understandings of circles to derive equations and
solve problems.
• Measure two- and three-dimensional objects.

TOPICS OF STUDY:
Relationships between Quantities and Reasoning with
Equations
• Linear Equations in One Variable
• Linear Inequalities in One Variable
• Exponential Equations in One Variable

TOPICS OF STUDY:
Congruence
• Experiment with transformations in the plane
• Understand congruence in terms of rigid motions
• Prove geometric theorems
• Make geometric constructions

Linear and Exponential Relationships
• Characteristics of Functions
• Constructing and Comparing Linear and Exponential
Functions
• Solving Systems of Equations and Inequalities in Two
Variables

Similarity, Right Triangles, and Trigonometry
• Understand similarity in terms of similarity
transformations
• Prove theorems involving similarity
• Define trigonometric ratios and solve problems
• involving right triangles
• Apply trigonometry to general triangles

Descriptive Statistics
• Analyzing Data Representations
Quadratic Relationships
• Quadratic Functions
• Equations in Two Variables
• Solving Quadratic Equations

Circles
• Understand and apply theorems about circles
• Find arc lengths and areas of sectors of circles
Expressing Geometric Properties with Equations
• Translate between the geometric description and the
equation for a conic section
• Use coordinates to prove simple geometric theorems
algebraically

Generalizing Function Properties
• Function Families
Curriculum 2.0 Honors Geometry (HS Credit)
Curriculum 2.0 (C2.0) Geometry formalizes and extends
students’ geometric experiences from the elementary and
middle school grades. Students explore more complex
geometric situations and deepen their understanding of
geometric relationships, progressing toward formal
mathematical arguments. Instruction at this level will focus on
the understanding and application of congruence as a basis for
developing formal proofs; the relationship among similarity,

Geometric Measurement and Dimension
• Explain volume formulas and use them to solve problems
• Visualize relationships between two-dimensional and
three-dimensional objects
• Modeling with Geometry
• Apply geometric concepts in modeling situations
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students with information and the objectives of both the
family life and human sexuality unit and disease prevention
and control unit. Parents/guardians who object to either unit
must submit an opt-out form.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION ································
The middle school physical education program focuses on
health-related fitness, movement skills and concepts, and
personal and social responsibility. Each physical education unit
challenges students to better understand the benefits of
physical activity toward fitness, fundamentals of efficient
movement in physical activity and sport, and the essentials of
responsibility in a movement setting. The learning tasks in
physical education emphasize and teach problem-solving and
decision-making skills. Students participate in games and
activities that promote fitness, develop tactical awareness,
and build social qualities.

Health Grade 8:
The Grade 8 nine-week course includes the following five
units of instruction: alcohol, tobacco and other drugs;
personal and consumer health; family life and human
sexuality; safety and injury prevention; and nutrition and
fitness.
Parents/guardians of Grade 8 students will receive
information about the family life and human sexuality unit of
instruction prior to the start of classroom instruction.
Information about components of healthy relationships,
human reproduction, sexual limits and responsible decisionmaking, contraception methods, gestation, prenatal care and
parenting skills are included in Grade 8 health education. A
parent/guardian information packet will be distributed to all
students with information and the objectives of the family life
and human sexuality unit. Parents/guardians who object to
the family life and human sexuality unit must submit an optout form.

Students are required to dress daily for physical education in a
grey t-shirt/sweatshirt, black shorts/sweatpants and athletic
shoes. GMS t-shirts, shorts, sweatshirts and sweatpants can
be purchased (optional).

COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH EDUCATION ······
Comprehensive health education emphasizes lifelong positive
health related attitudes and behaviors that promote selfreliance and self-regulation for all students while promoting
health literacy. Health literate students have the knowledge,
skills, and ability to maintain and enhance personal health
and fitness, create and maintain safe environments, and
manage personal and community resources. Life skills
emphasized throughout the program include goal-setting;
decision-making; identifying beliefs, attitudes, and
motivations; assessing information; and advocacy for
personal, family and community health.

ELECTIVES
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
Band and Orchestra courses are full-year ensemblestructured, performance-based classes. Students should be
placed based on students' musical developmental level and
readiness.
Students will create, perform, and respond to music in a
variety of styles/genres while studying the cultural, historical,
personal and social context through the analysis of
instrumental music literature. Concerts are the culmination
of many hours of hard work and serve as performance
assessments in which students demonstrate mastery of the
knowledge and skills outlined in the content
standards. Applying this learning in a public concert is a vital
component of the course and is authentic to the broader
world of music performance. Please note that Performance
Grade levels range from 1-6 and are established by the
National Association for Music Education standards. (NAfME)
Grade 1 is not a reference to first grade.) NAfME music grade
levels range from 1-6 (Grade 6 in music is considered entering
the collegiate level)

Health Grade 6
The Grade 6 nine-week course includes the following four
units of instruction: mental and emotional health; alcohol,
tobacco and other drugs; personal and consumer health; and
safety and injury prevention.
Health Grade 7
The Grade 7 nine-week course includes the following five
units of instruction: mental and emotional health; alcohol,
tobacco, and other drugs; personal and consumer health;
family life and human sexuality; and disease prevention and
control.
Parents/guardians of Grade 7 students will receive
information about the family life and human sexuality unit
and the disease- prevention and control unit of instruction
prior to the start of classroom instruction. Information about
responsibilities of families, components of healthy
relationships, responsible decision making are included in the
family life and human sexuality unit. The disease prevention
and control unit includes information about sexually
transmitted diseases and infections, including HIV/AIDS. A
parent/guardian information packet will be distributed to all

Beginning Band (6815) (woodwinds, brass, percussion)
Beginning Strings (6845) (violin, viola, cello, bass)
These courses are for students with no prior instrumental
music experience. There are no prerequisites. Students
prepare for participation in performing ensembles and
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develop the basic technical skills necessary to perform Grade
1 Level music (Grade 1 Level music is a performance level
established by the National Association for Music Education
and not a reference to first grade). Basic instrumental skills
are developed by performing a variety of music. Students are
taught the elements of musical form, terms and symbols,
tone production, instrument care and maintenance, and the
importance of consistent practice habits. Cultural context of
the music and its historical significance as they relate to
performance is studied. Students may attend live
performances and perform in public. **Students may be
concurrently enrolled with Middle School Band I or Orchestra I
if necessary to run the course. **

performance of others. This band or orchestra represents
middle schools at public performances.
Prerequisite for Level II: Attainment of outcomes for
Middle School Band I or Orchestra I. Students may also
audition to qualify for this course. This course may be
taken for more than one year.
Middle School Band III (6890)
Orchestra III (6900)
Students distinguish between abstract and programmatic
music and learn and discuss the social, intellectual, and
historical influences on each. In addition, students
perform and historically categorize transcriptions of a
variety of composers. Students develop and refine their
technical skills in order to perform music at the NAfME
Grade 2 and 3 Level of difficulty. This band or orchestra
represents middle schools at public performances.
Prerequisite for Level III: Attainment of outcomes for
Middle School Band II or Orchestra II. Students may also
audition to qualify for this course. This course may be
taken for multiple years. A level II and III course may run
concurrently with a level III if necessary to run the course.

Middle School Band I (6880)
Middle School Orchestra I (6800)
These course is for students who have taken an instrumental
music course. Students refine skills learned from their
elementary Grade 4 and/or 5 instrumental music programs.
Students develop more advanced performance techniques
and technical skills necessary to perform Grade 1 and early 2
music. Emphasis is placed on developing formal rehearsal
decorum, following a conductor, and developing pitch and
rhythmic security in preparation for performing an
independent part in the traditional band or orchestra
ensemble. Students also learn melodic form and
construction as they examine and perform more complex folk
melodies and melodies from master composers. Students
discuss the social and intellectual influences that affected the
creation of the music they are studying. They begin to
develop aesthetic criteria for measuring the quality of
instrumental performance. Students may attend live
performances and perform in public.
Prerequisite for Level I: Attainment of outcomes for
Beginning Band or Beginning String Instruments in
Grades 4–5 or 6–8.

Students are encouraged to rent or purchase their own
instrument when possible. GMS does have an inventory of
instruments for student use during the school year. We work
with families to help ensure every child has the opportunity to
continue their music education, regardless of economic status.
GMS can provide students in need with the middle-sized and
large instruments that and are critical to the ensemble such as
bass clarinet, tenor saxophone, bari saxophone, French horn,
baritone, tuba, cello, string bass etc.) Some are harder to
transport from home to school and can more expensive to
rent. A limited number of smaller instruments such as violin,
viola, flute, clarinet, trumpet and trombone are also available
if students cannot afford to rent instruments. Students that
borrow school instruments are responsible for supplies, reeds,
and for any repairs needed that go beyond basic wear and tear
such as accidents, neglect, and broken strings etc.

Middle School Band II (6830)
Orchestra II (6860)
In these courses, students develop and refine their technical
skills in order to perform music at the NAfME Grade 2 Level of
difficulty. Emphasis is placed on developing formal rehearsal
decorum, following a conductor, and developing pitch and
rhythmic security in preparation for performing an
independent part in the traditional band or orchestra
ensemble. Students learn the social, cultural, and intellectual
influences reflected in the musical works they are studying
and discuss performance styles and musical forms of
corresponding historical periods. The study of music theory
includes performance and recognition of major scales,
diatonic and chromatic intervals, and simple melodic
dictation. The critical listening skills that are developed as a
result of preparation for instrumental performance are used
to help the student formulate criteria for effectively
evaluating his/her own performance as well as the

Please contact the instrumental music director, Ms. Lisa
Ehrenspeck: Lisa_Ehrenspeck@mcpsmd.org if you have
questions.

Chorus Levels I–III:
Chorus is offered to students in Grades 6–8 who want to sing
and develop their individual and ensemble vocal skills
through music literacy. Chorus is available during the school
day to all students and there are three levels available to all
students and is based on students' musical developmental
level and readiness. Enrollment is open to all students, but
Chorus Level III may be structured as an auditioned course
with a specific focus (e.g., chamber chorus or men's chorus)
as appropriate. Mastery of breath control, vocal production,
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diction, intonation, tone blending, singing in harmony, and
music-reading proficiency (including sight-singing) are
emphasized. Music selected for study and performance is
aligned with the content standards.

MS Guitar (Semester Course)
Students will learn to create, perform, and respond to guitar
music in a variety of styles/genres. Students will learn and
develop beginning guitar skills, including selected major,
minor, and seventh chords; pentatonic scales; basic
strumming and picking technique; and tuning technique. They
study cultural, historical, personal, and social context as they
relate to guitar repertoire. Students will develop effective
practice habits so they can progress independently. This
course is open to all students, regardless of music
background. Check with your child’s counselor to see if this is
offered at your school.

Middle School Chorus 1: Designed for students who have
never taken chorus or 6th grade students. They will develop
music literacy through rhythm reading and sight singing and
apply these new skills to repertoire that they perform in a
public setting through concerts.
Middle School Chorus 2: Designed for students who have had
some chorus experience but need to build the basics. They
will develop music literacy through rhythm reading and sight
singing and apply these new skills to repertoire that they
perform in a public setting through concerts. This group is
also a group that will participate in county wide festival
during the spring semester.
Prerequisite: Attainment of outcomes for Chorus I or
Students may also audition to qualify for this course. This
course may be taken for more than one year.

Middle School Art 1 (6002)
Students in this beginning level art class will be introduced to
a variety of art materials, creative processes, and vocabulary.
Creativity, critical thinking, and communication are
strengthened throughout the course. Students review
fundamental design skills by using art elements and design
principles to create compositions. They will experience a
variety of media, including drawing, painting, printmaking,
sculpture, ceramics, and crafts. These media are explored and
manipulated to create artworks that communicate personal
meaning. Students will have opportunities to makes
connections to global cultures and develop visual literacy
skills.

Middle School Chorus 3: Designed for students who are
proficient in music literacy of rhythm reading and sight
singing. This group is designed to expand on knowledge built
up from Level 1 and Level 2 chorus. They will be applying
these skills to harder repertoire and will perform in a concert
setting. This group is also a group that will participate in
county wide festival during the spring semester.
Prerequisite: Attainment of outcomes for Chorus II or
Students may also audition to qualify for this course. This
course may be taken for more than one year.

Middle School Art 2 (6001)
Students in this intermediate level art class expand their
knowledge of materials and techniques. Students also use
their personal reactions and responses as a focus in their
artwork. Creativity, innovation, critical thinking,
communication, and collaboration continue to be developed
throughout the course. Grade 7 units include design, drawing,
painting, ceramics, sculpture, printmaking, and collage.
Middle School Art 2 units require students to express
personal identity, make aesthetic choices, and initiate social
action. Students will continue to build their visual literacy and
design skills by using the art elements and design principles to
analyze the environment and artworks. Students in Grades 7
or 8 should be included who have one year of middle school
art experience as a part of a visual art sequence.

Concerts are the culmination of many hours of hard work and
provide opportunities for students to demonstrate mastery of
the knowledge and skills outlined in the content standards.
Concerts are performance assessments that communicate
the measure of success in meeting course objectives to both
students and parents. Determining whether students can
apply this learning in a public performance is authentic to the
real world of music performance. Therefore, participation in
all concerts is highly encouraged.
MS Piano (Semester Course)
Students will create, perform, and respond to piano music in
a variety of styles/genres. Students will learn and develop
beginning piano skills and techniques, music literacy, chord
chart reading, and basic music theory concepts. They will
study cultural, historical, personal, and social context as they
relate to piano repertoire. Students will develop effective
practice habits so they can progress independently. This
course is open to all students, regardless of music
background. Check with your child’s counselor to see if this is
offered at your school.

Middle School Art 3 (6011)
Students in this advanced level art class refine their skills and
develop their own artistic style. Students continue to explore
the role of artists in the past and their influence on
contemporary society. Students improve craftsmanship and
refine creative processes through units in design, drawing,
painting, ceramics, sculpture, printmaking, and collage.
Middle School Art 3 units cover art history and techniques
using masterworks as inspiration. Creativity, critical thinking,
communication, and collaboration are further refined
throughout the course as students are presented with
opportunities to create art that expresses individual
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experiences, communicates visual messages, and solves
contemporary challenges in innovative ways. Students in
Grade 8 with two years of middle school art experience
should participate in a third year of a visual art sequence.

learning how to compromise and work together with fellow
classmates (delegates) on a possible resolution.
The course will make use of a variety of instructional methods
such as, small group exercises, current events, videos,
research, perspective writing, individual conferencing and
field trips. Community resources from the University of
Maryland, College Park will be used to help facilitate
instruction and mastery of content.

Lights, Camera, Literacy! (LCL!) Grades 6, 7 or 8 (Full Year
Course)
This course increases literacy in both written and visual text,
improves collaboration skills, builds confidence and
motivation, and provides opportunities for high-level thinking
via specific strategies. Students transfer their skills as viewers
of film to skills on the written page, as well as learn how to
read visual text and create effective visual communications.
The course focuses on all three areas of the MCPS Moving
Image Education—integrating, deconstructing, and creating
the moving image. Students transfer reading skills such as
inference from screen to script page to book. They use criticalthinking skills and explore new vocabulary in the areas of
lexicography, chess, and film. Students deconstruct information at the literary, dramatic, and cinematic levels.
Throughout the course, students reflect on their learning
through student-to- student discourse and journal writing.
They work collaboratively to apply the various skills and use
technology to produce an authentic product—a short film.

Foundations in Computer Science (Full Year course-8th grade
only; HS Credit)
This course provides an engaging introduction to computing
concepts through a nationally developed curriculum, offered
through a unique partnership with Code.org®. The course
focuses on the conceptual ideas of computing so that
students understand why tools and languages are used to
solve problems. This is done through a study of human
computer interaction, problem solving, web design,
programming, data analysis, and robotics.
Invention and Engineering Grades 7 or 8 (Semester course)
Students develop an understanding of the cultural, social,
economic, environmental, and political impact on technology;
the role of society in the development and use of technology;
and the influence of technology on history. Students use
engineering design, troubleshooting, research and
development, invention and innovation, and experimentation
in problem solving while learning to use and maintain
technological systems.

Lights, Camera, Film Literacy! (LCFL!) Grades 7 or 8 (Full
Year Course)
This course offers a study of film and film history as the core
for teaching more advanced literacy skills. Students learn the
physics and history of motion pictures, as well as how to apply
filmmaking techniques to their own visual communications.
Students read one novel as well as shorter written text
selections and screenplays. The eight units include “How
Movies Got their Start,” “Silent Narrative Films,” “Early Talkies,
Early Color,” “Genre Classics: The Golden Age of Hollywood,”
“Classic Adaptations: The Golden Age of Hollywood and
Beyond,” “Documentaries,” “Animation,” and “The Business of
Film and Film Festivals.” (Completion of “Lights Camera,
Literacy! is not required.)

Technology and Design (Semester course-6th grade only)
Students explore and develop an understanding of the scope,
characteristics, and core concepts of technology. They
recognize the relationships and the connections between
technology and other fields of study, while working to
understand the attributes of design, and apply the design
process through a series of hands-on activities. Students
develop skills in the areas of assessing the impacts of products
and systems, researching, problem-solving, and developing an
attitude of safety, while working collaboratively with others.

Student Court/Model United Nations – Grades 7 or 8 (Full
Year Course)
This course will provide practical information and problemsolving opportunities to develop a student’s knowledge and
skills necessary for understanding how to exist and engage in
a global society. This course provides a comprehensive look at
how the United Nations, a peacekeeping, court of nations
deals with the many issues that impact citizens of nations
from around the globe. Students will assume the role of a
nation from around the globe and research the selected
nation’s perspective on current concerns the nation faces.
Students will learn the necessary skills to present and
articulate an issue in front of a global court in addition to

Horticulture Grades 6, 7 or 8 (Semester course)
This course provides students with basic knowledge and skills
necessary to pursue careers in the horticultural
industry. Students are introduced to the concepts of plant
growth and development, plant nomenclature, use of plants in
landscape settings, invasive plant species, and principles and
components of Integrated Pest Management in controlling
insects, diseases, and weeds. In addition, students become
aware of career opportunities within the green industry and
the economic value of horticultural crops, products, and
related services.
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Television Production Grades 7 or 8 (Semester course)
This semester course focuses on the communication
process. Students will be responsible for learning the
various roles for preparing, producing, and airing a daily
morning news show. Writing and reading skills will be key
focus as students develop and deliver a script. The course
will also focus on the preparation and production of
Viking TV, Daily Power Points and specialty pieces to be
broadcast on televisions located in the halls and
classrooms. Students will also be contributing to the
production of the 2018-2019 GMS yearbook as part of the
class.
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