
WELCOME!

  WOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL
ARTICULATION NIGHT

2021-2022 

Tuesday, February 9, 2021

 7:00-8:15 pm

https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/woodms/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOulrgYfrqWv0xnHnS1E4X-t5nmGQBQCk6OChmQHUAb-vqpA/viewform


OUTCOMES

●
●
●
●
●



AGENDA



Who We Are
Vision
Earle B. Wood Middle School pledges to create a 
school where everyone achieves at high levels and 
everyone is supported.

Mission
The staff, parents, and community of Earle B. Wood 
Middle School endeavor to provide a safe and 
supportive learning community for our students. 
Together, we strive to help each student achieve his or 
her best through academic success; arts appreciation; 
respect for others; respect for his or her own physical 
well-being; social and civic responsibility; and lifelong 
learning.



IMPORTANT 6TH GRADE PEOPLE & ACTIVITIES

Outdoor Education Program

Joining After School Activities and clubs

○ Homework Club

○ Intramural Sports

○ Robotics and S.T.E.A.M club

○ Drama

Utilizing Canvas and

StudentVUE/ParentVUE

https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/woodms/virtual-athletics-and-after-school-activities/


Introduction to 6TH GRADE

- Late Jan/Early Feb: Counselors ¨visit¨ all feeder schools to introduce middle school 

transition -What will be the same? what will be different than elementary? Introduce 

the academic advisory process for middle school.

- February: Counselors/Team Leaders ¨visit¨all feeder schools, answer student 

questions (lockers/8 teachers, electives, lunch) and help them register for electives 

courses.

- Transition activities possibly starting Spring of 5th grade (TBD).

- Visits to Wood will likely not occur this year.

- August: Summer Orientation held for all incoming 6th graders

https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/woodms/


Registration Process
- Teachers made recommendations for core classes by January 22.

- Counselor Visits Part 1: Intro to middle school and overview of the process shared with 

students.

- Counselor Visits Part 2: Review electives choices, share info about middle school, answer 

questions.

Important change- No registration cards will be used this year. Requests for electives will 

be done through Google Form (link to form).

Note- It is extremely important that parents/guardians be involved in the decision 

making process about electives choices. We strive to match students with top ranked 

choices but top choice is not guaranteed.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePYCponvGWQr50zYX7tmjZG7FJn84Na_hiyK2IDIGpb4gNCA/viewform


Registration Process
Course Recommendations

- - Parents and Students can find course recommendations through ParentVUE and StudentVUE. Registration 

Cards will not be used this year.

If you have questions 

about recommendations, 

please reach out to 

elementary school 

teachers first. If you have 

questions or 

considerations for your 

student regarding 

schedules and courses, 

please reach out to our 

counseling department.



Counseling: Rising 6th Grade

https://sites.google.com/mcpsmd.net/earlebwood/home


Content/Course Information
- Focus will be on sixth grade courses/experiences

- Please feel free to use the chat for questions. We will try to answer more 

general questions between each content. Please hold student specific questions 

until we complete the presentation.

- Feel free to use the question form in case you are unable to stick around. We 

will reply within the week.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOulrgYfrqWv0xnHnS1E4X-t5nmGQBQCk6OChmQHUAb-vqpA/viewform


ADVANCED ENGLISH 6
● - All students at Earle B. Wood Middle School will be enrolled in Advanced English 6. 

● - General Education, Special Education, and ESOL co-teachers work together to provide the supports 
and scaffolding that students need to be successful.

● StudySync Overview

● The Grade 6 Core ELA Units take students through literary and nonfiction texts that explore individuals 
facing crucial decisions, learning from their responses, becoming a better version of themselves. Unit 1, 
Testing Our Limits, examines what we do when life gets hard. Unit 2, You and Me, focuses on relationships 
and asks the Essential Question: How do relationships shape us? Unit 3, In the Dark, asks students to 
consider how they can figure out what to do when there are no instructions, while Unit 4, Personal Best, 
asks students to consider the unit’s driving question—Which qualities of character matter most?—by 
providing a range of texts that examine individuals wrestling with realistic and familiar struggles. Next, 
Unit 5, Making Your Mark, asks students to think about their own story. Finally, students finish up the year 
by thinking about the future as they address the question “Who are you meant to be?” in Unit 6, True to 
Yourself.



LITERACY SUPPORT

● Several levels of intervention for students whose skills are below grade level 
proficiency:

○ Academic Literacy (System 44)
○ Read 180 
○ Digital Literacy 1

● Placement is based on multiple Evidence of Learning measures:
○ Statewide Assessment (Maryland Comprehensive Assessment Program~MCAP)
○ District Assessments (End-of-Unit Assessments~EUA)
○ Marking Period Grade 
○ Teacher recommendations



ESOL

Class placement determined by:
 * WIDA ACCESS scores or 
screener exam

(English Language 
Proficiency exam) 
* Teacher recommendation
* Evidence of Learning Data
* MAP-R scores



WORLD LANGUAGES

Class placement determined by: 
*  Parent/student interest 
*  Placement test scores (for those with 
previous experience with Spanish only). 
Tests will be given in the Spring (online if 
necessary.)
*  MAP-R scores

● World Languages are fast-paced, 
high school level courses.  

● Students will earn a high school 
credit in World Languages upon 
successful completion of each 
semester of the course.

Students who are not recommended for a reading course have the 
option of taking a world language (Spanish or French) as one of their 
electives and may choose to continue with the language for all 3 years 
at Wood.

Spanish 1A & 1B
Spanish 2A & 2B
Spanish 3A & 3B 

Spanish for Spanish Speakers 1A & 1B (7th or  8th grade only)
Spanish for Spanish Speakers 2A & 2B (7th or 8th grade only)

French 1A & 1B
French 2A & 2B
French 3A & 3B 



What do ESOL and World Languages classes 
look like?

●

●
○

■

○

■

○
■



        MATHEMATICS 



Math Courses for 2021-2022 

● Math 6 Course Overview: The Grade 6 Math Course extends students' understanding of concepts developed throughout the 
elementary grades. The intent of this course, through the organization of content, carefully selected pedagogy, and inclusion of 
the Standards of Mathematical Practice in design, is that students will work collaboratively to deepen their understanding of 
concepts, practice procedural skill and fluency, and apply their understanding to a variety of contexts.

● Math 6+ Course Overview: Illustrative Mathematics 6–8 Math Accelerated provides an alternate pathway to Algebra 1 by the 8th 
grade addressing access, opportunity, and equity for students mathematically by allowing them to complete a graduation 
requirement in middle school and enroll in more advanced-level math courses in high school to prepare them for college and 
career-readiness.  Current Grade 5 students enrolled in the Math 5 course will be able to take the Accelerated Grade 6+ course in 
Grade 6.

● Math 7 Course Overview: The Grade 7 Math Course builds on the learning from Grade 6 Math in multiple and meaningful ways. 
This allows students to explore ideas informally and concretely in order to build toward a more formal and abstract understanding. 
The intent of this course, through the organization of content, carefully selected pedagogy, and inclusion of the Standards of 
Mathematical Practice in design, is that students will work collaboratively to deepen their understanding of concepts, practice 
procedural skill and fluency, and apply their understanding to a variety of contexts.

● Applied IM Overview: Investigations into Mathematics extends students’ understanding of mathematical concepts developed 
in Math 6 and accelerates the pace of instruction to prepare for Algebra 1.  The curriculum focuses on developing a solid 
understanding of rational numbers, using linear equations and systems of equations to represent, analyze, and solve a variety of 
problems, comparing and analyzing data distributions, and analyzing geometric relationships in real-world problems. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ba2hkXBn6x1BDErJ-NTc2s3TH_n4YpUbgLLgdLYj5Nw/edit?usp=sharing


SCIENCE 6

All incoming 6th graders will take Investigations in Science 6/Science 6 
Inclusion.  The 6th grade curriculum focuses on chemistry, ecology, and physics.

         Units

○ Matter and Its Interactions

○ Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics

○ Human Impacts on the Environment

○ Energy and Waves



WORLD STUDIES 6
Most incoming 6th graders will take Historical Inquiries in World Studies 6.  The 
6th grade curriculum focuses on the ancient world and touches on modern 
times.

Units:

○ Patterns of Settlement in the Ancient and Modern Worlds

○ Citizenship and Governance in Classical and Modern Times

○ The Impact of Economics in Ancient and Modern China

○ Cultural Systems: The First Millennium and Today

Some incoming 6th graders will take Global Humanities 6.  Placement is 
determined by the AEI office and is based on multiple assessment scores.  



Global Humanities 6 

▸
▸
▸
▸

▸
▸
▸
▸
▸



PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH
●
●

○
○

●

●



KEEP IN MIND - M.S. REQUIREMENT

Maryland Accountability System which provides guidelines to ensure all 

students receive a well-rounded curriculum during their middle school 

years.

- Fine Arts 
- Computational Learning 
- Physical Education 
- Health  



FINE ART ELECTIVES



COMPUTATIONAL LEARNING ELECTIVES



Our Special Education Programs

Learning & Academic Difficulties (LAD)

Deaf and Hard of Hearing (D/HOH) 

Autism

25



Three levels of support offered determined by the student’s areas of need.

General Education Classes: Least restrictive environment; for students who are on 
grade level & can access the curriculum with minimal to no support; offered for all 
core academics; one teacher; accommodations provided as listed in the IEP

Co-taught/Supported Classes: Offered for all core academic, Resource & some 
Reading classes; for students who require additional support of 2 teachers/teacher 
& paraeducator; contains both gen. ed and 6-8 IEP students; must be an area of 
need, goal & documented service on the IEP; accommodations provided as listed in 
the IEP

Self-Contained Classes: Most restrictive environment; for students who are 3+ 
grade levels below in reading or math & require extensive support to access 
curriculum; all students have IEPs; small classes taught by a SPED teacher  must be 
an area of need, goal & documented service on the IEP; accommodations provided 
as listed in the IEP



COURSE LEVELS OF SUPPORT

ENGLISH  General Ed, Co-taught/supported, 
Self-contained

 
MATH General Ed, Co-taught/supported, 

Self-contained
 

SCIENCE General Ed, Co-taught/supported
 

SOCIAL STUDIES General Ed, Co-taught/supported
 

READING General Ed, Co-taught/supported
 (Level of support depends on the 

intervention & student needs)
 

RESOURCE  Resource class is a co-taught/supported, class 
taught by a Special Education teacher & 

supported with a para
 



Case Manager's Role

28

● Ensure the appropriateness of the IEP
● Ensure that all classroom and testing 

accommodations are consistently being 
offered

● Act as a liaison between the student, parent & 
teachers

● Communicate with grade level teams 
● Complete quarterly reports to monitor 

progress of IEP goals and objectives
● Advocate for & support students



Elementary School Transition 

29

● Ensure the appropriateness of the IEP
● I am available to attend upcoming elementary school 

IEP meetings. Have your child’s case manager/teacher 
invite me.

● I am also available for short, transition meetings. 

Contact me anytime with questions: 
Melissa_b_lichter@mcpsmd.org 

mailto:Melissa_b_lichter@mcpsmd.org


Framing the Electives Exploration and General Questions

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOulrgYfrqWv0xnHnS1E4X-t5nmGQBQCk6OChmQHUAb-vqpA/viewform
https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/j/86702144384?pwd=ZDNsdzJhVWRYTForaytaMGVUNDBUQT09


Click to...
Explore Electives

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1BmqOOe7wAj-bkjmRkj6OKt7r5xWaZ7VKLeTdcEBuD_o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVCPbRg8jmKYMM2s0JO_bIFFjRjs-bPYZkCMK1a4dI14s8-A/viewform

