
Walter Johnson High School 

Advanced Placement English Language and Composition 

Summer Reading 
 

Introduction: The first semester of AP Lang will begin with a focus on developing your ability to close 

read and analyze college-level argumentative and expository texts. Over the summer, we ask that you begin 

to acquaint yourself with some of these types of texts. 

 

Directions: Before school begins, review the list of speeches, famous essayists and nonfiction writers, and 

contemporary essayists below. Select, read, and annotate at least three texts (at least one text from each of 

the three categories). Please bring hard copies (either photocopied or printed) of your three texts and your 

annotations with you on the first day of class. During the first two weeks of class, you will create a Works 

Cited page for your essays/speeches (MLA format) and use them to complete writing assignments. 

 

Choose ONLY essays or speeches (non-fiction). No novels, short stories (fiction) or excerpts should appear 

on your list. This assignment is intended as an opportunity for you to explore the essay form.  

 

As you read each text, consider not only what the author says but also how he or she says it. Your 

annotations should address: 

● The main ideas and related support/reasoning 

● The author’s use of language and tone 

● The author’s use of rhetorical devices 

● Your own reactions and thoughts about the text 
 

Select one speech or essay from each of the following categories. (3 total!) 

1. Famous Speeches 

● American Rhetoric: Top 100 Speeches of the 20th Century: 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/newtop100speeches.htm 

● In addition to this list, you can select a speech by any U.S. President. 

2. Famous Essayists and Nonfiction Writers 

James Baldwin 

Rachel Carson 

W.E.B. DuBois 

Ralph Ellison 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Helen Keller 

George Orwell 

Mark Twain 

Henry David Thoreau 

E.B. White 

Virginia Woolf 

Richard Wright 

3. Contemporary Essayists  

Dave Barry 

Michael Chabon 

Ta-Nehisi Coates 

Sloane Crosley 

John D’Agata 

Meghan Daum 

Annie Dillard 

Nora Ephron 

Roxane Gay 

bell hooks 

Fran Lebowitz 

Carmen Maria Machado 

Toni Morrison 

Cynthia Ozick 

Marilynne Robinson 

Phobe Robinson 

David Sedaris 

David Shields 

Zadie Smith 

Brent Staples 

John Jeremiah Sullivan 

Amy Tan 

Touré 

Sarah Vowell 

David Foster Wallace 

Wesley Yang 

 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/newtop100speeches.htm


Some Rhetorical Devices to Consider 
 

Active voice: In active voice, the grammatical subject in the sentence is the doer of the action. 

Allegory: A form of extended metaphor in which objects, persons, and actions in the narrative are 

equated with meanings that lie outside the narrative itself. 

Alliteration: Repetition of initial consonant sounds. 

Allusion: Reference to a historical or literary person, place, thing, or event with which the reader is 

assumed to be familiar. 

Analogy: Comparison of two things alike in certain aspects; can be simile or metaphor. 

Anastrophe/inverted word order – The inversion or rearrangement of normal sentence 

elements. 

Antithesis: The argument presented in opposition of the thesis. 

Aphorism: A brief, cleverly worded statement that makes a wise observation about life. 

Apostrophe: A technique by which a writer addresses an inanimate object, an idea, or a person who is 

either dead or absent. 

Assonance: Repetition of a vowel sound within non-rhyming words. 

Colloquialism: The use of slang or informalities in speech or writing; not generally acceptable for 

formal writing; gives a work a conversational, familiar tone. 

Connotation: The associations and emotional overtones that have become attached to a word or 

phrase, in addition to its strict dictionary definition. 

Consonance: The repetition of consonant sounds within and at the ends of words. 

Denotation: A word’s literal or dictionary meaning. 

Dialect: A way of speaking that is characteristic of a certain social group or the inhabitants of a certain 

geographical area. 

Diction: A writer’s choice of words. Diction encompasses both vocabulary (individual words) and 

syntax (the order or arrangement of words). 

Dramatic irony: Dramatic irony refers to the contrast between what a character knows and what the 

reader or audience knows. 

Epithet: an identifying word or phrase used with (or in place of) the name of a person or thing in many 

epics 

Foreshadowing: A writer’s use of hints or clues to indicate events that will occur later in a narrative. 

Hyperbole: A figure of speech in which the truth is exaggerated for emphasis or for humorous effect. 

Imagery: Describes words or phrases that recreate vivid sensory experiences for the reader. 

Irony: A contrast between what is expected and what actually exists or happens. 

Metaphor: A form of figurative language that makes a comparison between two things that have 

something in common. Unlike a simile, a metaphor does not use the word like or as; instead the 

comparison is suggested rather than directly expressed. 

Mood: The feeling, or atmosphere, that a writer creates for the reader. The writer’s use of connotation, 

imagery, and figurative language, as well as sound and rhythm, develops the mood of a selection. 

Motif: In literature, recurrent images, words, objects, phrases, or actions that tend to unify the work. 

Onomatopoeia: Literally means “name-making.” It is the process of creating or using words that 

imitate sounds. 

Oxymoron: A self-contradictory combination of words or smaller verbal units. “Oxymoron” itself is 

an oxymoron, from the Greek meaning “sharp-dull.” Others are “bittersweet,” “jumbo shrimp,” “guest 

house,” “pianoforte,” and “chiaroscuro.” 



Paradox: A statement that although seemingly contradictory or absurd, is actually well founded or 

true. 

Parallelism: The repetition of words or phrases that have similar grammatical structures. 

Passive voice: In the passive voice, the grammatical subject is the receiver of the action that the verb 

describes. 

Personification: A figure of speech in which human qualities are attributed to an object, 

animal, or idea. 

Point of View: The narrative method used in a short story, novel, or nonfiction selection. The two 

basic points of view are first-person and third-person. (First, third, third omniscient, third person 

limited). 

Pun: A play on words based on the similarity of sound between two words with different 

meanings. 

Rhetorical Question: A question asked for an effect, not actually requiring an answer. 

Satire: A type of writing that ridicules the shortcomings of people or institutions in an attempt to bring 

about change. 

Setting: Time and place of the action of a story. 

Simile: A stated comparison between two things that are actually unlike but that have 

something in common. A simile expresses the comparison clearly by the use of the word like or as. 

Situational irony: An event occurs that directly contradicts the expectations of the characters, the 

reader, or the audience. 

Symbol: A person, place, or object that represents something beyond itself. 

Syntax: Sentence structure or what the author does internally with word order, sentence variety, and 

rhythm. 

Tone: The attitude a writer takes toward a subject of a work, the characters in it, or the 

audience. The language and details a writer chooses help to create the tone, which might be playful, 

serious, bitter, angry, or detached, among other possibilities. Unlike mood, which refers to the 

emotional response of the reader to a work, tone reflects the feelings of the writer. 

Transitions: A smooth movement from one topic to the next, usually marked with transitional words 

or phrases such as “next” or “on the other hand.” 

Understatement: The literary technique of saying less than is actually meant, generally in an ironic 

way. 

Verbal irony: Words are used to suggest the opposite of their usual meaning. 

Vernacular: The linguistic idiosyncrasies of spoken language by the people of a particular region or 

locality. 

Voice: The personality and distinct writing style that allows a reader to “hear” a unique human 

personality in a piece of writing. 

 

 

 

 

  



Words That Describe Tone 
 

Below is a list of adjectives that can be used to describe tone. When you are trying to identify the tone of an 

essay, always remember that quite often more than one feeling or attitude is present. For instance, an angry letter 

might communicate not only anger, but regret, bitterness, and even an undertone of fear. A love letter might 

betray not only affection but curiosity, self-doubt (if the writer is uncertain of the feelings of the person to whom 

the letter is written), and uncertainty. Note also that some adjectives in the list are broader than others. To say 

that the tone of a piece of writing is happy tells us only a little about the attitude of the writer. Be careful not to 

confuse words that describe the effect of the essay with the attitude it conveys. An essay may be humorous in its 

effect, but the attitude of the writer may be apparently very serious. (Picture Rodney Dangerfield complaining 

away about getting "no respect"; the effect on the listener is hilarious, but Dangerfield's attitude is peevish and 

complaining.) 

 

POSITIVE  NEUTRAL NEGATIVE 

admiring 

adoring 

appreciative 

approving 

bemused 

calm 

casual 

celebratory 

cheerful 

comforting 

comic 

compassionate 

complimentary 

conciliatory 

confident 

contented 

delightful 

earnest 

ebullient 

ecstatic 

effusive 

elated 

empathetic 

encouraging 

excited 

exhilarated 

expectant 

facetious 

fervent 

flippant 

forthright 

friendly 

happy 

hopeful 

humorous 

introspective 

jovial 

joyful 

light 

lively 

mirthful 

nostalgic 

optimistic 

passionate 

placid 

playful 

proud 

reassuring 

reflective 

relaxed 

respectful 

reverent 

romantic 

sanguine 

scholarly 

self-assured 

sentimental 

serene 

silly 

sprightly 

straightforward 

sympathetic 

tender 

whimsical 

wistful 

zealous 

commanding 

direct 

impartial 

indirect 

meditative 

objective 

questioning 

speculative 

unambiguous 

unconcerned 

understated 

 

ambivalent 

angry 

annoyed 

antagonistic 

anxious 

apathetic 

apprehensive 

biting 

bitter 

blunt 

cold 

condescending 

contemptuous 

cynical 

demanding 

derisive 

despairing 

detached 

disappointed 

doubtful 

embarrassed 

enraged 

evasive 

fearful 

forceful 

foreboding 

frustrated 

furious 

grave 

harsh 

hopeless 

hostile 

impatient 

incredulous 

indifferent 

indignant 

inflammatory 

insecure 

irreverent 

melancholy 

mocking 

mournful 

ominous 

outraged 

patronizing 

pedantic 

pensive 

pessimistic 

pretentious 

resigned 

sarcastic 

sardonic 

scornful 

self-deprecating 

severe 

skeptical 

solemn 

somber 

stern 

suspicious 

tense 

threatening 

uncertain 

uneasy 

upset 

wry 
 

 


