
Dear WJ Friends and Family,  
 
My name is Can Torumtay, and I am a junior at Walter Johnson. As many of you may have 

heard, massive earthquakes have struck southeastern Turkey and the northern border of Syria 

with the latest reports estimating a death toll of close to 36,000 and rising. Most of my family 

either lives in or is from Turkey and this hits close to home for me. After hearing about this 

tragedy, my friend Olin Kimball suggested to me that we start a fundraising campaign to provide 

support for the many displaced people impacted by the earthquakes. Having been to Turkey 

himself, Olin has seen and experienced the country and its vivid people and culture, and he 

immediately felt attracted to the cause. Olin and I both began setting up the fundraiser along with 

support from Mr. Merrill, but quickly realized we needed more help. I reached out to a close 

friend of ours, Felix Ozpaker, another Turkish student, who quickly joined in the effort along 

with Victor Goerlitz who had heard about the devastating earthquake in his AP Human 

Geography class. The two of them made a huge difference in the entire process and helped to 

make the effort much more efficient.  
 
After discussing and researching different organizations, we settled on the Red Crescent as the 

best organization for donation. The Red Crescent is an organization that works alongside the Red 

Cross, and the group actively delivers humanitarian aid and provides hot meals and drinks to 

areas impacted, provides psychological support to victims, and even funds search and rescue 

missions to help find those who are missing.  
 
We collected our first donations this Monday and are continuing to collect donations this 

Wednesday the 15th, with our final day being Friday the 17th. WJ is an extremely diverse body 

of both staff and students. People from all over the world come together and form such an 

amazing community in just a single building. The support we have seen in only the first day of 

this fundraiser goes to show not just the impact we can have on the community, but quite literally 

the entire world. The main point that I want to get across with this message is that truly any 

donation can make a difference. We understand that not everyone is capable of providing 

donations, but even the act of bringing awareness to the cause is greatly appreciated and we 

extend our deepest gratitude to anyone who spreads the word.  
 
We also want to thank Ms. Baker and the school’s business office for helping us set up the online 

donation link. 
 
Sincerely, 
Can Torumtay, on behalf of Olin Kimball, Felix Ozpaker, and Victor Goerlitz 

 

Here is the link to donate online at WJ or you can bring cash or a check to a social studies 
teacher or to Ginger Howard in the main office: 
https://mcpsmd.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/28046/354/False/True  

 
 
Here is a link to further information about the Red Crescent Organization  
 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcpsmd.schoolcashonline.com%2FFee%2FDetails%2F28046%2F354%2FFalse%2FTrue&data=05%7C01%7CChristopher_W_Merrill%40mcpsmd.org%7C6f56609d678e470d130f08db0ddecdd8%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638119022809121437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3nS2BZ28l3G7hZHEhMZ4Ho%2FJhgqS1HZbo5f0sz5q7i0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.redcross.org%2Fabout-us%2Fnews-and-events%2Fnews%2F2023%2Fred-crescent-teams-responding-to-earthquake-in-turkey-and-syria.html&data=05%7C01%7CJennifer_A_Baker%40mcpsmd.org%7C9de529c455904f5e712308db0e3b1b43%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638119419272998823%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ah8lHAdQKagmVHLDeclvKA27o29OChJOdbN2oZ0Pkbk%3D&reserved=0

