
Meeting Minutes 
November 19 – Whitman Counseling Advisory Committee (CAC) 

 
Principal’s Report – Dr. Alan Goodwin 
 
Whitman is fortunate to offer many great electives in a wide range of subjects. These electives 
are key because they allow students in-depth study in their field of interest. 
 
School has been off to a good start; the number of ineligibilities during the first quarter was the 
lowest in years. Gym floor is being replaced with an anticipated completion date of December 4. 
Whitman will be closed during Summer 2016 while the school is re-roofed and the track is re-
surfaced. 
 
Counselor’s Report – Resource Counselor Fran Landau 
 
79% of the senior class has now completed at least one college application. Most were processed 
earlier in the fall, but many regular deadlines are in December or early January. Counselors will 
be visiting each Senior English class to discuss applying for Financial Aid; FAFSA deadlines are 
usually January/February. 
 
Naviance Codes were distributed to members of the Junior class with their report card. This will 
allow access to the Family Connection/Naviance database that helps students learn more about 
the college selection process. In general, Counselors prefer having at least one set of official 
SAT or PSAT scores as well as grades from the first semester Junior year before having serious 
college search meetings with students.  Juniors should start signing up for either SAT or ACT 
test dates for the spring semester. Whitman should received PSAT scores from the College 
Board in mid-December and will then mail those results home to students. 
 
On Wednesday, January 27, 7:30pm in the Auditorium, there will be a meeting for Juniors and 
Parents on the Nuts and Bolts of College Planning.  
 
Registration for the 2015-2016 school year will begin late January and go through February. 
Counselors will meet with students in each English class to hand out materials. The Counseling 
Advisory Committee will facilitate two additional meetings related to course registration; look 
for announcements on whitnet:  
 

• Jan. 28 –  Registration Considerations w/ RTs from English, math, science, and social 
studies   1:15pm (venue TBD) 

• Feb. 25 – Whitman Internship Program  1:15 in CIC 
 
On Thursday, February 4, 7:30pm in the Auditorium, there will be a meeting for Sophomores 
and Parents on Planning the Junior Year Schedule.  
 
Report cards were distributed in mid-November. Parents concerned about their child’s 
performance in a particular class are encouraged to speak to his/her teacher. Parents who are 
concerned about overall academic performance in multiple classes should contact a counselor 



who can set up a staffing meeting with all the teachers involved. This is the time to fine-tune any 
adjustments to your child’s schedule for the spring semester; if you suspect your child is enrolled 
in the wrong level of course, please contact a counselor as soon as possible.  
 
Transcript Secretary Brenda Athanas will be retiring January 1. 
 
Featured Presentation – Whitman Guide to Electives 
 
Rebecca L Leef   Rebecca_L_Leef@mcpsmd.org 
Resource Teacher for World Languages 
 
Whitman’s World Languages Department includes 16 teachers and offers 8 foreign languages: 
Arabic, Chinese, French, Italian, Japanese, Russian, Spanish, and American Sign Language 
(ASL). In addition, there are a number of academic, cultural, and service clubs devoted to the 
study of foreign languages, as well as opportunities for travel abroad. Please email Ms. Leef with 
questions, and see Whitman’s course catalog and Tip Sheets “Guide to Electives: foreign 
Language” on the website for more information. Some important tips: 
 
• Some students will continue a foreign language from middle school; others will choose to 

change their language when getting to high school.   
• Two years of foreign language is the most common path to graduation, and courses taken in 

middle school will count for this requirement. However, most colleges prefer that language 
be continued through high school.  

• With careful planning, some students are able to take more than one foreign language. Please 
plan this schedule with a Counselor. 

• For students transferring in from non-MCPS schools or who have learned a foreign language 
outside of school, a placement test is given to determine which language course level is 
appropriate. 

• Language classes target 90% language usage in class. Students are in the Language Lab 
twice a month where they have the opportunity to use microphones and head phones to 
reflect on their language usage and prepare for the AP exams. 

• Language Levels 1 & 2 are offered on-level; Levels 3 & 4 are offered on-level or Honors. 
Honors levels will have the same curriculum but involve more spoken language. Level 5 is 
designated as Advanced (carrying the same weight as Honors).  

• AP Language is for those students studying beyond Level 5 and is offered in Spanish, 
French, Chinese, Japanese, and Russian. 

• U.S. Federal Departments and Agencies recognize Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, and Russian as 
“Critical Languages”, and special funding is available for travel and scholarships. One such 
program is the National Security Language Initiative for Youth (NSLI-Y). 

• Not all universities will accept American Sign Language as a World Language. 
 
Nancy Mornini   Nancy_M_Mornini@mcpsmd.org 
Resource Teacher for Art 
 
The Whitman Art Department includes 6 teachers and offers a wide range of electives in both the 
visual and performing arts.  One year of Arts elective is required for graduation. In general these 



are relaxing classes that allow students to pursue interests without the stress of an academic 
class. 
 
Several levels of performing groups are offered in both instrumental music and choral music. In 
addition, Whitman offers some general music courses such as music theory and composition, 
piano, guitar, among others. Please see Whitman’s course catalog and Tip Sheets “Guide to 
Electives: Music” on the website for more information. 
 
Courses available in the visual arts include Photography (most popular w/ 8 sections), Digital Art 
(includes instruction in Photoshop and digital photography), Foundations of Art (introductory 
level course that includes study of a variety of art mediums), Commercial Art, Art History, 
Ceramics, and multiple levels of Studio Art (including AP).  Course offering depends on class 
enrollment, and some courses such as AP Art History, may only be offered every other year.  
Please email Ms. Mornini for more information and see Whitman’s course catalog and Tip 
Sheets “Guide to Electives: Visual Art” on the website for more information. Some important 
tips: 
 
• Some students will take Art all four years of high school and even multiple art courses each 

year. Please work with a counselor to plan ahead. 
• Art courses are typically taken in a sequence; however, students can skip ahead based on 

teacher recommendation. Rising freshmen can get recommendation from their middle school 
art teacher. 

• Photography students still learn the art of dark room film development. 
• The course Foundations of Art offers a little bit of each type of art medium. 
 
For students interested in studying visual arts in college, Whitman holds an Art Forum each  fall 
(usually third week of November), where 25-30 college reps come visit and have a chance to 
preview student portfolios.  Applications to art programs in college require portfolios of work in 
addition to the regular application materials. 
 
Most Architecture schools do want to see students with Studio Art experience in high school.  
 
Whitman’s annual Festival of the Arts, which features the talents of students in both performing 
and visual arts, will be April 13-14, 2016. 
 
 
Nancy J Kull Nancy_J_Kull@mcpsmd.org 
Resource Teacher for Technology Education, Business, Health, PE, Business, Child 
Development, Computer Science 
 
Graduation requirements include one year of PE (general or specialty), one year of Technology 
Education, and one semester of Health for graduation. 
 
Technology Education 
• Integrated Engineering Design involves learning a computer-aided design (CAD) program 

and is computer-based. Principles of Engineering (PoE) is more math-based, requires a 



college prep math sequence (Algebra II preferred), and involves multiple hands-on 
engineering design projects. The online course Foundations of Technology can be taken over 
two sessions in the summer, but is a time-consuming class and students should plan 
accordingly. 

 
• Additional Engineering Electives include: Civil Engineering & Architecture; Digital 

Electronics; and Aerospace Engineering (new this year). Each of these electives requires 
successful completion of PoE as a pre-requisite. A capstone course, Engineering Design & 
Development, is offered for students who have taken the entire sequence of Engineering 
Electives.  Elective offerings are dependent on student enrollment.  

 
• Students interested in the Engineering electives should contact Engineering teacher Ms. 

Rachel Stender  Rachel_A_Stender@mcpsmd.org. Please refer to the Whitman Tip Sheets 
“Guide to Electives: Tech Ed/Engineering Academy” on the website for more information. 

 
• Beginning 2016-2017, two Computer Science classes can be taken to satisfy the Tech Ed 

graduation requirement: Foundations of Computer Science and AP Computer Science 
Principles A/B. Computer Science also offers additional electives plus opportunities for 
internships. Please see the Computer Science teachers or a Counselor for more information 
about course electives and sequencing in Computer Science. 

 
Business electives include courses in Personal Finance (fall semester; covering topics such as 
buying a car, safely shopping online, and managing money); International Business (spring 
semester; covering topics like global economy, import/export, and managing human resources); 
among others.  Please contact Business Teacher Ms. Demitra Marafatsos 
Demitra_G_Marafatsos@mcpsmd.org for more information. Additionally, two AP Economics 
courses, Micro-economics and Macro-economics, are offered as part of the Social Studies 
Department. 
 
As part of the PE department, both general PE and various specialty courses are offered, 
including: Personal Fitness, Weight Training, Whitman Athletic Leadership Team (WALT), and 
Ultimate Games. All PE electives except WALT can be taken to satisfy the graduation 
requirement. Please contact Resource Teacher Nancy J Kull Nancy_J_Kull@mcpsmd.org for 
more information. 
 
Marjorie Eiserke    Marjorie_M_Eiserike@mcpsmd.org 
Coordinator for Family/Consumer Sciences including Child Development and Education 
Internships 
 
Whitman offers a series of electives in Child Development, which culminates with opportunities 
for students to intern in nearby schools.  The Child Development curriculum teaches students 
teamwork skills, how to prepare and organize presentations as well as other vital life skills; the 
curriculum is not just for students wishing to pursue a career in education. Please refer to the 
Whitman Tip Sheets “Guide to Electives: Child Development” on the website for more 
information. 
 



• Child Development 1A is required; however, subsequent levels are flexible after that.  Most 
work for these courses is done in class and involves little out-of-school class work.   

• Child Development 2, 3, and the internship are offered at the Honors level only.   
• During the Education internship, students work daily at elementary and middle schools, and 

work closely with the classroom teacher learning grade-level curriculum and how to prepare 
lesson plans.  Concurrent with the Internship, qualified Interns may apply to take 
Foundations for Education and Field Placement for college credit. 

• Portfolio development is ongoing throughout the Child Development program and successful 
completion entitles a student to graduate high school with a certificate of Program 
Completion. 

• After successful completion of Child Development 1 & 2, students are eligible for 
Maryland’s “90 Hour Child Care Certificate” which would allow them to work as a lead 
teacher in a pre-school. 

 
 
 
 
 
	  


