
 

   

World Languages at Walt Whitman High School 
 

WORLD LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the world language department is to develop lifelong learners of new languages, 
while instilling in our students an understanding, appreciation, and respect for other cultures.  This 
mission will be accomplished by providing instruction in the target language in an environment of 

mutual respect and trust.  We believe that students can and should become proficient and confident 
communicators in other languages. 

 

Whitman offers a continuation of the languages offered at Pyle as well as many other 
languages.  Whitman currently offers programs of study in Arabic, Chinese, French, Italian, 
Japanese, Russian, Spanish, and American Sign Language (ASL). 

 

With so many options available at Whitman, some students choose to change their language 
as eighth or ninth graders.  With careful planning, it is also possible to take more than one 
language at Whitman.  Some colleges prefer students have four years of language study, 
while others seek a proficiency level.  Four years of study in the same language is 
encouraged, but some students may decide to switch and/or add languages during high 
school in order to find the language(s) that suits their interests.  Please also be aware that 
certain languages are only offered at specific levels and that some levels may have to be 
combined depending on enrollment. 

 

While colleges and employers are certainly impressed by students who continue with a 
language through the AP level, they also look favorably upon students who study the 
“critical languages.”  Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, and Russian are recognized as “Critical 
Languages” by US Federal Departments and Agencies that recognized the importance of 
these languages and most have funding in special programs to promote proficiency.   

 

Some important tips when making a decision to study a Critical Language are: 

● Colleges and Employers look favorably upon proficiency involving a critical language. 
● Students wishing to study a Critical Language are encouraged to begin in eighth or 

ninth grade; however, study can begin in any year.  Pyle Eighth Graders can often 
come to Whitman for some level one classes during Whitman’s first period and be 
transported to Pyle after class DEPENDING on scheduling. 

● Most of the Critical Language programs offer unique opportunities for travel and 
special scholarships.  One such program is the National Security Language Initiative 
for Youth (NSLI-Y), which provides merit based scholarships for eligible American 
high school students to study in the summer or for an academic year in an immersion 
program.  No previous knowledge of the language is necessary for applicants. 

 

 



 

   

 

The following is a brief description of the languages that are offered at Whitman: 

 

SPANISH 

Whitman offers Spanish 1, 2, 3, 3H, 4, 4H, 5, AP Language, and AP Literature. 

While other languages continue to build popularity and usage, Spanish remains the most 
widely spoken language after English in the United States.  Recognizing the importance of 
Spanish proficiency, Whitman’s Spanish program is the largest of all of the language 
programs available at the school.  With eight teachers from a variety of backgrounds and 
experiences, students in the Spanish program are afforded a cultural, in addition to linguistic, 
understanding in each of their classes.  All instructors aim for maximum usage of the target 
language in the classroom, maintaining the research-based theories that exposure is one of 
the necessary elements to success in language learning.  The Spanish Program at Whitman 
values authenticity in its instruction, as it connects upper level students to well-known 
Spanish literature and pop culture.  Please contact Becky Leef 
(Rebecca_L_Leef@mcpsmd.org) for more information. 

 

FRENCH 

Whitman offers French 1, 2, 3, 3H, 4, 4H, 5, and A. P. Language.  

Students can continue with French or pick it up as an additional language in high school. 
Reasons to study French? 1. Geographic (?) importance. Students who take French join over 220 
million French speakers on five continents. French is the sixth most widely spoken language 
in the world. French-speaking Africa occupies an area larger than the U.S. 2. The language of 
culture. French is the international language of cooking, fashion, dance, theater and the visual 
arts as well as being the other language of international relations  3. It helps with other languages. 
It is a good base from which to learn the other Romance languages and also by taking 
French, students also improve their English language skills as fifty percent of English 
vocabulary is derived from French. 4.French literature. In the upper levels students read the 
French classics, Le Petit Prince, Le Comte de Monte Cristo, L’Etranger. 5. French culture. In addition 
to exposure to French culture through books, movies, music and other authentic sources 
(newspapers, blogs, magazines) students can choose to host a French student during the 
course of the school year to improve their communication skills. Please contact Michèle 
Beach (Michele_R_Beach@mcpsmd.org), Helen Harris (Helen_D_Harris@mcpsmd.org), or 
Farah Kinani (Farah_Kinani@mcpsmd.org) for more information. 

 

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 

Whitman currently offers ASL 1, 2, and 3.  Levels may be combined based on enrollment. 

American Sign Language is growing in demand and popularity.  It is widely used in this 
country and with a large population of people in Deaf culture right in our backyard, it is a 
perfect fit at Walt Whitman High School.  Students are able to learn about the rich history of 
Deaf culture, along with learning the beautiful visual language of ASL.  Students are able to 
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experience the culture first hand with the various trips that are available to Gallaudet 
University.  Whitman offers ASL 1, 2, and 3.  Many colleges are now accepting ASL as a 
Foreign Language credit and even offer it as a continuation from our high school program 
(But be sure to check with your college before assuming!).  If you have any additional 
questions please contact Cathy Horowitz (Cathy_B_Horowitz@mcpsmd.org). 

 

ARABIC 

Whitman currently offers Arabic 1 and 3 in 1 combined class.  Enrollment determines the number of sections 
offered. 

The interest in Arabic language in the US has grown recently, specifically for political science 
and business professionals.  Established in 2008 with emphasis on reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening skills, the Whitman program aims to expose students to the richness and 
diversity of the Arabic culture, values, and traditions.  Please contact instructor, Farah Kinani 
(Farah_Kinani@mcpsmd.org) for more information. 

 

CHINESE 

Whitman currently offers Chinese 1, 2, 3H, 4H, 5, and AP.   

Enrollment determines the number of sections offered.   

The importance of learning Chinese is growing, not only because the size of the Chinese 

community in the U.S. is increasing, but also because the links between the U.S. and China have 

expanded in many fields. In China, 22 million high school students study English; in contrast 

only 66,000 U.S. high school students study Chinese. Established in 2006, the Whitman Chinese 

program emphasizes providing our students opportunities to use in the real world what they learn 

in the classroom. American leadership recognizes the need to increase interest in this language 

among high school students, so every year, the State Department provides students opportunities 

to go to China during the summer.  Please contact instructor Yi Song (Yi_Song@mcpsmd.org) 

for more information. 

 

JAPANESE 

Whitman currently offers Japanese 1, 2, 3H, 4H, 5, and AP.  This year, because of enrollment, we have 
combined levels 2 and 3, and 4, 5, and AP into sections together. 

In the US and Japan, Japanese language study offers a high number of scholarship 
opportunities.  Specifically, the Japanese government is currently offering large scholarships 
to students who study Japanese in High School.  It also boasts endless numbers of job 
opportunities.  If a student in interested in engineering, science, biology, or technology, 
adding Japanese is a perfect complement to the math/science course work.  Approximately 
15,000 US high school students study Japanese.  Established in the 1970s, Whitman’s 
Japanese classes emphasize the use of high-end technology, effective communication, and 
cultural sensitivity.  The program also offers a 5-week summer exchange program every 
other year.  Please contact instructor Yukiyo Moorman (Yukiyo_Moorman@mcpsmd.org) 
for more information. 
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RUSSIAN 

This year, Whitman offers levels 1, 2, 3H, 4H, 5, and 6 as one combined class.  Enrollment determines the number 
of sections offered.  

Russian language skills help students learn other Slavic languages and connect with those nations 

where Russian isused for professional purposes.  Pacing is akin to that of other world languages and 

includes coverage of essential thematic topics for mastery.  Students not only learn the language, but 

also spend time studying the culture and history of Russia and its neighbors.  Considered a strategic 

language, Russian opens doors for students’ college and career plans. The Russian program at 

Whitman is now part of a larger initiative that connects to other Russian programs around the state.  

This helps students see what is possible with Russian, Grades K-16. For more details, please contact 

instructor Michelle Quackenbush at Michelle_M_Quackenbush@mcpsmd.org.   

 

ITALIAN 

Whitman offers Italian 1, 2, 3H, and 4H/5.   

Italian is a language that many students enjoy studying for a variety of reasons.  There is a large 
Italian-American community in the metropolitan area, and quite a few students choose to study 
Italian as a link to their heritage.  Students also become familiar with the varied elements of Italian 
culture such as fashion, food, art, design, etc., and wish to explain their knowledge of these areas.  In 
addition to the cultural elements mentioned above, there is a significant interest in learning Italian 
for students interested in opera and art history.  Many students continue their studies in college and 
graduate school, and they spend at least a semester in Italy through many programs offered in 
universities across the country.  Please contact instructor Olga Mancuso Moscato 
(Olga_M_Skeem@mcpsmd.org) for more information.  

 

LATIN 

Whitman offers Latin 1 this year.  We plan to offer Latin 2 next year. 

We are very excited to have added Latin to our World Language Program.  A great deal of the 
English vocabulary has been derived from Latin words. By learning where these words came from, 
you gain a deeper appreciation of the language and a greater understanding of what impact words 
actually have.  Please contact instructor Olga Mancuso Moscato (Olga_M_Skeem@mcpsmd.org) for 
more information.  

 

CLUBS OFFERED AT WHITMAN TO FURTHER LANGUAGE STUDY/USE AND 
CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING 

 

Las Manos Unidas  Chinese Club    
Italian Club   International Club 
French Club   International Cooking Club 
Russian Club   Korean Club 
Japanese Honor Society  Shogi Club 
 
*Many language teachers offer travel experiences for their students during the spring and summer vacations.  
For more information, contact the language specific teacher. 
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Who’s Who in World Language? 

 

Michele Beach 

French  

Helen Harris 

French 

 

Hala Habash 

Arabic/French 

 

Kathleen Bartels 

Spanish 

 

Fabiola Katz 

Spanish 

 

Olga  

Mancuso Moscato 

Italian 

 

Karen Ledet 

Spanish 

 

Yukiyo Moorman 

Japanese 

 

Michelle 

Quackenbush 

Russian 

 

Yi Song 

Chinese 

 

Laura Brewer 

Spanish 

 

Michele Traficante 

Spanish 

 

Madeline Golding 

Spanish 

 

Becky Zatz 

Spanish 

Resource Teacher 

 

Cathy Horowitz 

American Sign 

Language 

 

Ana Maria Martin 

Romera 

Spanish 

 

 



 

   

 

 
                                       

  

 


