
AP US HISTORY SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 
MR. BART BROOKS Bart_Brooks@mcpsmd.org  

MRS. LAUREN ZOLKIEWICZ Lauren_K_Zolkiewicz@mcpsmd.org 
 

Welcome to AP US History! Congratulations on accepting this challenge! You will find this course will help you to 
grow as a student by demanding a great deal of you every day, but we will also support you every step of the way. 
Don’t hesitate to ask for help at any time in the course. We are committed to helping you succeed. 
Now we are going to ask you to begin working on the course this summer.  
 
Please join the AP US History 2020-2021 summer assignment google classroom to access this electronically and 
receive announcements over the summer.  The class code is r6bh7ut. This assignment will also be emailed to your 
gmail mcpsmd.net account. 
 
Summer Assignment 

● You can take DETAILED notes ‘digitally’ or using a notebook. You do not HAVE to complete the summer 
assignment in a notebook. If you choose to buy a notebook, we would suggest a 3 subject spiral notebook (not a 
composition book) to buy for the year. We will also give you a notebook the first day of class, so again, you do 
not have to buy a notebook for this assignment. You can do it digitally. 

● You must complete the summer assignment using the Cornell Notetaking Method (see below). 
● All notes must be in your own words. NO QUOTES, PARAPHRASING, etc.  
● This assignment must be done individually, do not share your assignment with any classmates.  
● Each assignment will be checked extensively for plagiarism and copying.  
● The readings we assign are AP Level- which means college level. It would be VERY BENEFICIAL TO 

INSTALL READ & WRITE for Google Chrome to help you with these readings.  
● For a video describing the Cornell method Click on this link 

 
How to take notes using the Cornell Format 

 
EXAMPLE 

5/26/2020 The First Americans 

Myths and 
Misconceptions 
 
 
 
 
Apache 
 
matrilineal 

Myths- not many natives in North America, were primitive, were all farmers, spoke the same languages, 
all had the same cultures, all used horses 
 
Corrections- 12 millions natives lived in North America, sophisticated cultures, cultivated many foods. 
Champions of art, medicine, architecture, had their own version of nation states.  
 
Southwest- migratory, tended to raid other native settlements. 
 
family is traced through the mother’s side. Many native cultures followed this system. Gave women 
SOME power in societies 
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Gilder Lehman- The Americas until 1620  
Take detailed notes on: 

● the changing political and social climates in Portugal, Spain and England that would enable people to want to 
‘move’ (literally (travel)  and figuratively (up the socioeconomic ladder)) 

● the established trade routes between Europe and Africa/Asia 
● Why Columbus’ voyage occurred, what he ‘found’, subsequent voyages 
● Types of natives the Europeans encountered: culture, political system, society, vulnerabilities, Columbus’ 

perception of them  
● Define the Columbian Exchange 
● the devastating impact of the Columbian Exchange on native societies 
● How and why the slave trade began 

 
Colonization of the New World 

● Describe the reasons for exploring, area settled, and trade established in the 
● Spanish Empire 
● Portugese Empire 
● French Empire 

 
Jamestown 

● What was considered to be the economic potential of the English settlements? 
● Describe the problems the colonists encountered. 
● Describe the significance of John Smith.  
● Describe the significance of John Rolfe 
● Briefly summarize the true story of Pocahontas.  

 
Maryland Colony 

● Describe how Maryland became a religious refuge for Christians. 
 
Slavery in the English Colonies 

● Why and how did early English colonists adopt slavery? 
● Describe the Middle Passage 
● How did African slaves survive the brutality of slavery? 
● What happened during the Stono Rebellion? 
● Describe the connection between British royalty and slave trading.  
● Describe Olaudah Equiano account of slavery 

 
Mayflower Compact 

● Explain how this shows the first inklings of democracy in the new world.  
 

Founding New England 
● Who were the Puritans? 
● In what ways was Squanto a typical example of relations between Europeans and Native Americans?  How 

was he not typical? 
 
Massachusetts Bay Colony- The City Upon a Hill 

● Describe the Significance of John Winthrop 
● What is the belief of predestination? How did that shape their way of life? 
● What is a dissenter? 
● What happened during The Great Migration? 
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Salem Witch Trial 
● Explain how the Salem Witch Trials showed the Puritan religious belief and the ensuing intolerance. 

 
Middle Colonies 

● What was the economic importance of New Netherlands? 
● What tensions existed among the different cultures? 

Quakers 
● Explain the Quaker religion.  
● How does this explain why Pennsylvania was the first to ban slavery? 

 
The Southernmost colonies 

● What was the economic structure which developed in South Carolina? 
● Why did Georgia at first hesitate to allow slavery? 

 
American colonies DBQ 
Answer the questions using the Cornell format (questions in the left/cue column, answers in the right column) 
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