
Wheaton High School 
AP United States Government and Politics 

Summer Assignment  
The AP U.S. Government & Politics Summer Assignment has been designed to give students: 

1. A head start on the required course content, 
2. A chance to enrich their background knowledge of course concepts, and 
3. A preview of assignments they will be expected to do throughout the course. 

 
            The student’s task will be to demonstrate an understanding of the concepts covered in 
their summer assignment prior to the opening of school. The summer assignment will be graded 
and counted as a significant part of each student’s first marking period grade.  Students should 
complete all parts of this assignment by Friday, September 4.   

Part I: The Constitution 
You can use ANY resource to help you but here is one as well: 
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution# 

Directions: Read the U.S. Constitution and complete the following questions directly on this 
handout. We will discuss this the first day of class and you will be responsible for this 
information on the first test. 

Part One: The Structure of the Constitution 

1. Read each article of the Constitution. Summarize the general purpose or subject of each 
article in one sentence in the chart below. 

 
Article I 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Article II 
 
 

 

 
 

Article III 
 
 

 

 
Article IV 

 
 

 

 
Article V 

 

 
 
 

 

https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution
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Article VI 
 
 

 

 
Article VII 

 
 

 
 

 
2. What eligibility requirements does the Constitution establish for members of the House? 
 
3. What eligibility requirements does the Constitution establish for members of the Senate? 
 
4. What eligibility requirements does the Constitution establish for the President?  
 
5. The powers of the Constitution that are specifically granted to the branches of government or 

to office holders are called express powers. 
a. Identify two express powers of the President. 

 
b. What are the express powers of the Vice President? 

 
c. Identify two express powers of Congress. 

 
6. According to the principle of checks and balances, each branch of government must have 

control over the other branches. Look at the first three articles of the Constitution and 
identify one of each type of check and balance. Indicate where each power is listed in the 
Constitution. 

a. A power that the executive branch has over the legislative branch:  
i. This can be found in what Article and Section of the Constitution? 

b. A power that the executive branch has over the judicial branch: 
i. This can be found in what Article and Section of the Constitution? 

c. A power that the legislative branch holds over the executive branch? 
i. This can be found in what Article and Section of the Constitution? 

d. A power that the legislative branch has over the judicial branch: 
i. This can be found in what Article and Section of the Constitution? 

e. A power that the judicial branch has over the executive branch:  
i. This can be found in what Article and Section of the Constitution? 

f. A power that the judicial branch has over the legislative branch:  
i. This can be found in what Article and Section of the Constitution? 
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7. According to Article I of the Constitution, who has the power to declare war? 
8. What power does the Constitution give the President in the area of war? 
 
 
Part Two: Majority and Supermajority 
The Constitution requires a simple majority for some actions and a supermajority for others. A 
simple majority means more than half, while supermajority requirements can involve 2/3 
majority or a 3/4 majority. Most elections in the United States require a plurality, or the most 
votes, but not necessarily a majority 
9. Veto Power 

a. What bodies have the power to override a presidential veto? 
b. What margin is required to override a presidential veto? 
c. Where in the Constitution is the veto power described? (Article and Section) 

10. Ratification 
a. What body has the power to ratify treaties? 
b. What margin is required to ratify treaties? 
c. Where in the Constitution is the ratification power described? (Article and Section) 

11. Impeachment Power 
a. What body has the power to impeach the president? 
b. Where in the Constitution is the impeachment power described? (Article and Section) 

12. Conviction 
a. What body has the power to convict the president of charges brought against him in 

the impeachment process and thereby remove him from the presidency? 
b. What margin is required to convict and remove a president? 
c. Where in the Constitution is the impeachment power described? (Article and Section) 

13. Nomination Process 
a. What body has the power to accept or reject a president’s nominations to the Supreme 

Court? 
14. Elections 

a. If no candidate for the presidency wins a simple majority of the total electoral votes, 
what body has the power to choose the president? 

b. What margin is required to choose the president? 
15. The See Article VI, Explain the supremacy clause in your own words. 
16. What are two ways that amendments to the Constitution can be proposed? 
17. What are two ways that amendments to the Constitution can be ratified? 
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Part Three: The Amendments to the Constitution 
Some parts of the Constitution require a simple majority, others a supermajority, while still 
others protect citizens from the will of the majority. The first ten amendments to the 
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, protect citizens from the will of the majority. In other words, no 
majority vote could take these rights away. Read each amendment to the Constitution and answer 
the questions below. 
18. For each amendment in the Bill of Rights (1st – 10th), identify the right(s) protected. 
19. Which amendment(s) to the Constitution protect the rights of women? 
20. Which amendment(s) to the Constitution protect the rights of minorities? 
21. How were U.S. Senators chosen prior to the 17th Amendment? 

Part II: The Federalist Papers 
Directions: You will need to know several Federalist Papers (you will learn more about these in 
Unit 1) during the upcoming school. These papers were written back in the late 1700’s and can 
be difficult to understand. The way to wrote and spoke back then is way different than the way 
we speak today. Below you are going to get an excerpt from each Federalist Paper you are 
required to know. Read the excerpts and answer the question(s) that come with it. If you do not 
understand a word, look it up. If you are not sure what is being asked, that is ok. This is why you 
are practicing before the school year begins! 

Federalist Paper 10—James Madison 
“Liberty is to faction, what air is to fire, an ailment without which it instantly expires. But it 
could not be a less folly to abolish liberty, which is essential to political life, because it nourishes 
faction, than it would be to wish the annihilation of air, which is essential to animal life, because 
it imparts to fire its destructive agency.” 
 
Questions: 

1. Factions are the different groups that form in society that have a specific interest/purpose. 
We call them interest groups and political parties today. Knowing this, explain (in your 
own words) the meaning of the analogy from the excerpt above. 

 
 
 
 
Federalist Paper 51 - James Madison 
“If men were angels, no government would be necessary. If angels were to govern men, neither 
external nor internal controls on government would be necessary. In framing a government 
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which is to be administered by men over men, the great difficulty lies in this: you must first 
enable the government to control the governed; and in the next place oblige it to control itself.” 
 
Questions: 

2. Explain (in your own words) what Madison is trying to describe in regards to why we 
need government. 

 
 
 
 
Federalist Paper 70 - Alexander Hamilton 
“A single executive is far more safe because wherever two or more persons are engaged in any 
common…pursuit, there is always danger of difference of opinion…bitter dissensions are apt to 
spring. Whenever these happen, they lessen the respectability, weaken the authority.”  
 
Questions: 

3. Explain (in your own words) why Hamilton felt a single executive (president) would be 
best. 

 
 
 
Federalist Paper 78 - Alexander Hamilton 
“The complete independence of the courts of justice is peculiarly essential in a limited 
Constitution. By a limited Constitution, I understand one which contains certain specified 
exceptions to the legislative authority; such, for instance, as that it shall pass no bills of 
attainder, no ex post facto laws, and the like. Limitations of this kind can be preserved in 
practice no other way than through the medium of the courts of justice, whose duty it must be to 
declare all acts contrary to the manifest tenor of the Constitution void.” 
 
Questions: 

4. Explain (in your own words) the purpose of the Judicial Branch that Hamilton is hinting 
at in Federalist 78. 

 
 
 
 
Enjoy your summer, we look forward to a great year of AP United States Government.  If you 
have any questions, please contact: 
 

 



Wheaton High School 
AP United States Government and Politics 

Summer Assignment  
Mr. Eric Zolkiewicz, Eric_M_Zolkiewicz@mcpsmd.org 
Mr. Marco Basso-Luca, Marco_G_Basso-Luca@mcpsmd.org 
Mr. Ben Feasley, William_B_Feasley@mcpsmd.org 
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