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ALL students have the opportunity to succeed in a rigorous curriculum, including the completion of a learning experience 
in a college-level environment. 

 
Course Description  
This class aims to foster inquiry and help students develop strong questioning and annotating skills when reading and responding to 
texts.  These skills are meant to help students gain an understanding of, and build their own ideas about, literary criticism.  Students 
will leave this class with strong critical analysis and writing skills.  Assignments will be modeled on the AP Exam which includes prose 
passage, poetry and open literature essays as well as selected response items. 
 
We will be reading novels, plays, poems and excerpts from literature throughout the year. We will complete thematic units which 
may include 
 

African/Set in Africa/African-American Lit: Beloved; Homegoing; The Heart of Darkness; Song of Solomon 
Dystopian novels: The Handmaid’s Tale; Exit West; Brave New World 
Central/South American Lit: The Farming of Bones; In the Time of the Butterflies; Chronicle of a Death Foretold 
Narratively interesting novels:  The Stranger; The Metamorphosis; The Meursault Project; The Wide Sargasso Sea; The Kite 
Runner; One Thousand Splendid Suns; A Farewell to Arms 
The Victorian World: Jane Eyre; Wuthering Heights; Mayor of Casterbridge; *Pride and Prejudice 
Stories in verse: The Canterbury Tales; Hamlet 

 
We will be researching common literary allusions; exploring all forms of poetry; writing college essays; completing a literary research 
essay in addition to improving reading and writing skills. 
 

Grading: 
● Grading will be based on a 90% (work assessed for correctness)/10% (work graded for completion) system 
● Essays will be assessed using the AP rubric.  Scores will be converted to points. 
● (Timed) essays will be worth 50 points 
● Essays written outside of class will be worth 100 points 
● Multiple guess assessments will be worth 15-25 points and will be graded on a modified curve 
● Other assignments will be worth between 10-50 points depending on the nature of the assignment 
● Re-assessments are only allowed on assignments as specified by the teacher (as indicated in Synergy with a “RA” 

denotation) in the 90% category 
 

Attendance: 
You will be marked present if you attend live Zoom sessions. 
If you are unable to attend a Zoom session but view the recorded lesson and complete any assigned work, you will have the 
opportunity to indicate this in a Google form (coming soon), and you will be marked ‘present’ for the day. 
Instructional videos of the class sessions will remain in Canvas for 72 hours.  If your absence extends beyond 72 hours, or other 
factors prevent you from seeing the instruction video, or if you need more support, PLEASE reach out--through Wednesday support 
sessions or email. My job is to help you master course material; your job is to maintain communication so I can help you do this. 
 

Deadlines:  
PLEASE communicate with me as soon as you know you need assistance.  I will (almost always) respond the same day to any email 
received before 9 p.m. Due dates and deadlines for all assignments will be the same for all homework assignments. If the due date 
and deadline differ, the deadline will be the end of the unit.  There is a 10% grade reduction for assignments not submitted on the 
due date. Assignments submitted past the deadline may be submitted for feedback only. 
If you need an extension on any assignment, please ask!!!! 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1e6KC43PKRpe-dLm6XCoR5SbCwVRMf0vFkEwkLwnrVBk/edit?usp=sharing


 
MLA Format: 
All typed assignments should be in MLA format: 
Margins—1” on all sides 
Font—Times New Roman 
Size—12 point 
Line spacing—Double-spaced (unless otherwise noted); eliminate extra space between paragraphs 
 

Academic Dishonesty: 
If you plagiarize an assignment, you will receive a zero, you will not have an opportunity to make up or re-do the work, and your 
parental unit(s) will receive a phone call home. 
 
Plagiarism is the act of using another's words and ideas without giving proper credit.  Plagiarism occurs when a student uses part or 
all of another student's work (for example, by copying) and submits it. Plagiarism also occurs when a student uses information from 
an outside source (the internet and/or printed materials) without giving proper credit. The consequences for plagiarizing can be 
severe and may include receiving a zero for the assignment with no chance to redo and resubmit. 
 
 

The Writing Center: 
 If you could benefit from additional feedback on ANY writing assignment for ANY school work (or college and scholarship essays,) 
the Writing Center and the English Composition Assistants, Ms. Atkin and Ms. Gilfrich  are here to help.  Here is a link to request 
feedback: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe7auClgBzpvnptwcdegLqyNLrgOHfTt6JYeI6AvVvmh8Kvyg/viewform?usp=sf_link  
 
[Please note: Unlike teachers, they cannot work beyond their assigned hours.  Give them plenty of notice, and be patient.] 
 
 
 


