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College Application Process FAQ 

All questions and answers were based off of the counselor facilitated panel at 
the College Application Process Question and Answer meeting held June 

11th, 2020 at 9:00am via Zoom. Don’t see your question? Email your 
counselor! Contact information below. 

 
 
General College Application 
 

Ø  What is the average number of colleges I should apply to? 
We recommend that students apply anywhere between 4 to 8 schools, with 8 
being the maximum. Not many students apply to 8. It is good to have at least 
3 schools selected as your first choice, second choice, and third choice. It is 
also recommended that students apply to at least two "Safety Schools,” 
which are schools that students confidently meet the 
admittance requirements. Students are also encouraged to apply to a couple 
"Reach Schools,” which are schools that may be harder to get into or where 
you have a low GPA compared to the average student who goes there. It is 
also good to have a couple of schools in the middle. Applying to 
Montgomery College (MC) is always a good Safety School.   

 
Ø  Does it matter what type of college application I use? 

Yes. Some schools use what is called the Common Application, which is an 
application that many schools use and accept. Students fill out the 
Common Application and then select the schools they would like 
the application to be sent to. Some schools use and accept the 
Coalition Application, which is similar to the Common App but just 
a different version. Some schools use their own person application. Once 
you have a list of schools you are interested in a good first step is to go to 
those school’s websites and look under the Admission tabs and look up what 
sort of application they accept/ require. At RHS we have ALL students 
create and fill out the Common Application. Therefore, if all the schools you 
are applying to use the Common Application, then you will just fill out this 
one application and have it sent to all of your schools. If you are applying to 
a school that does not take the Common Application, 
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for example the University of Maryland (UMD), then you will do the 
Common Application along with whatever application your other schools 
require. For UMD you will fill out the Coalition Application.  
 

Ø   Is it important that I visit colleges when they visit my school or are in 
the area hosting an Information Session? But what about now with 
Covid-19 and places are still closed? 
It is very important that you attend these information sessions, this is a 
chance for the admissions representatives to put a face to the application. 
During this time all the information sessions are being held virtually. 
 

Ø  With schools being closed due to COVID-19 what should I do to find out 
more about the colleges before I apply? 
There are many opportunities during this time to learn more about the 
school. Schools are offering interactive virtual tours as well as one on one 
zoom sessions with students and the admissions representative. Another way 
to learn more about the college is to pick the brain of someone who attended 
the school. While the school's office buildings are closed you can always 
take a drive to the campus and see the school in person to get a feel of the 
school.  

 
Ø  Do all colleges require essays and how many do they require?  

Most colleges require an essay as part of their application but the number of 
essays varies. The Common Application will have you answer at least one 
essay, however, some schools require additional essays called 
"Supplemental Essays.” The Common Application will prompt you to 
answer supplemental essays for schools that require them. Schools that use 
different applications and who do not accept the Common or Coalition 
applications, may require different essays and may accept these essays in a 
variety of ways. Once you have a list of schools you are interested in it is 
wise to look up what application they accept (as I stated above) and to look 
up what essays they require. This information can be found on the school’s 
websites under Admissions. 
 

Ø  How Do I find my College Representative? 
Every college and university has a representative that is assigned to this 
region or area. Go to the college website and type in College Representative 
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for Montgomery County, Maryland. Reach out and make contact with the 
representative. You will then be placed on their contact list which will allow 
them to reach out to you with updated information and activities.  
 

Ø  Will there be summer workshops?  
Most Definitely. Some of the upcoming workshops will be The 
Essay/Resume Writing, Financial Aid, Adulting 101, Time Management, A 
Career Panel, the Financial Aid/ Scholarship, Adulting 101, Time 
Management, A Career Panel, Why Montgomery College, Mock SAT/ ACT 
and PSAT Exams, Finding the Right Fit, Financial Literacy Bootcamp, and 
the Common App Workshops are just a few sessions being put together for 
students here at Rockville but there will be others. All students will be able 
to access other workshops throughout the county, so stay tuned and keep 
checking your emails. 

 
Ø  Am I required to take subjects tests?  

No, however, this also depends on the school and program you are applying 
to. In addition to looking up what application and essays a school requires, it 
is good to look up what tests they require for admittance. This can also be 
found on the school’s websites under Admissions Requirements 

 
College Deadlines 
 

Ø   If I fail to meet the deadline for an application, do they allow me to 
submit it anyways? 
It depends on where you apply. For example, Montgomery College has 
rolling admissions and you can apply whenever. Other colleges and 
Universities have multiple deadlines; for example, they may have early 
decision, early action, and regular deadline. It is important to know the 
deadlines of the college or University you are interested in. If you submit 
after their regular decision, they may be less likely to admit you because it 
might show them that you aren’t truly interested in the school.  

i.   Early Decision: binding. A student who is accepted as an Early 
Decision applicant must attend the college if accepted. 



 

Rockville High School 
2100 Baltimore Road 
Rockville, MD 20851 

ii.   Early Action: nonbinding, meaning you apply and receive an 
early response to their application but do not have to commit. 

 
 
Choosing a Major 
 

Ø  Do I have to know what to major in when I apply to college? 
No, you do not have to know what you would like to major in as most 
colleges don’t have you take major-focused classes until sophomore year 
(most freshman classes are pre-requisites to math, science, English, etc.). 
But, if you have an idea of what you would like to major in, it will help you 
make a decision in regards to which colleges to apply to.  

 
 
Grading, GPA, & High School Courses 
 

Ø   How are grades for high school level classes treated? On the Student 
Grades and Graduation Credit Report they are included in the 
Cumulative GPA and the Cumulative WGPA. Are the grades also 
included in the GPAs in the transcript that is sent to colleges?  
All grades are in Cumulative GPA based on a 4-point scale (A=4, B=3, etc.) 	  
Honors/AP courses are out of 5 and count as weighted (A=5, B=4, etc.) 	  
When colleges ask, we send the WGPA.	  
All final semester grades are included on the transcript (English 9A, 9B, 
10A, 10B). Marking period grades that appear on a report card do not appear 
on the transcript.   
 

Ø  Do I have to have a 3.0 GPA to be accepted by a college? 
There are over 4000 Colleges and Universities in the Nation and they are 
varied in campus size, setting, population diversity, and academic 
programs.  They are also varied in selectivity; the top Colleges and 
University who are the most selective, like you Ivy league schools or 
prestigious State schools can have high GPA requirements; both unweighted 
and weighted.  However, less selective Colleges and Universities, such as 
Frostburg State University may have a much lower GPA requirement.  So 
you do not necessarily have to have a 3.0 GPA but it will be important to 
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earn the highest GPA you can in order to be as competitive as you can in 
your college admissions pursuits.  A higher GPA will also mean you may 
have access to more scholarship or other financial resources.    

 
Ø  What classes should I be taking in high school for a college to accept 

me? 
We would like you to think more about what classes do you need to take to 
be more prepared for college as oppose to being admitted.  The goal is to be 
prepared for the academic demand at that level of education in a setting that 
requires a high level of independent living. If you challenge yourself by 
taking Honors, Advanced Placement, and/or International Baccalaureate 
courses; and you take these courses in the amount that challenges you, you 
will surely be better prepared to be successful at the college level. Then as a 
result, you will have the academic coursework experience and credentials to 
be competitive in the college admissions process. 

 
Ø  Do colleges only look at your junior and senior grades? 

No! All grades count including classes you took in middle school and 
received high school credit. These classes all get averaged into your grade 
point average. Many seniors get what you call "senioritus" and want to slack 
on their grades their senior year. Keep in mind colleges ask for mid year 
grades from your senior year and your final transcript. 

 
Ø  Are AP and IB courses required for me to get into college? 

Much like the last question, you surely want to be best prepared for the 
academic work you will encounter at the college level, particularly if you 
would like to attend a top College or University. AP and IB classes do just 
that, and they tell those colleges you are applying to that you can manage 
college level work. Colleges admissions is very competitive at top 
institutions in the country. So for these very selective Colleges and 
Universities it is almost essential that you take a host of college level 
course work through your high school experience. Therefore, for your top 
schools in the Nation it is almost a requirement to have these courses in 
your academic history to be competitive in their admissions selection. At 
less selective schools it is not as much as fully declaring they are a 
requirement but very essential to be best prepared for college level work, 
to be admitted, and to better qualify for financial aide opportunities.  
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FAFSA 
 

Ø  What is the FSA ID and where do I get one? 
The FSA ID is a username and password that a student and One parent each, 
will create in order to complete their FAFSA application. To create an FSA 
ID visit: https://fsaid.ed.gov 

 
Ø  What is the FAFSA and the CSS Profile and what is the Difference? 

The FAFSA is the Free Application For Federal Student Aid that students 
submit after October 1st  in order to receive any financial aid from the 
Federal Government.  These monies will be a part of the students Financial 
Aid package that they will receive from their college or university. Students 
and their families must submit this application every year the student is in 
college. All colleges and universities require the FAFSA.  

 
The CSS profile is an additional financial application that is requested by 
some, colleges or universities, especially private schools, to learn more in-
depth information on the family’s finances. They will consider certain 
information that the FAFSA does not.  Monies that are offered through the 
CSS profile will come from Non- Government sources 

 
Students do not incur a fee when submitting the FAFSA. They can list 10 
schools on their application to receive their information at one sitting and 
then submit additional schools later.  However students must pay for each 
CSS Profile application that is sent to each individual school that request it. 
However not every school requires the CSS Profile. 

 
It is important that all documentation for the FAFSA and the CSS Profile 
must be received by their deadline dates. 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 
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Recommendation Letters 
 

Ø  How many recommendation letters do I need to request and from 
whom? 
The number of recommendation letters that are usually requested by a 
college or university will depend upon the school. Colleges will ask 
anywhere from 0-3 on average. That is right, some schools don’t require 
any. If the limit is 3, they will receive up to 3, but not 4. However if a school 
or department indicates that only ONE letter can be submitted, You will 
have to decide which person you wish to submit that letter.  Once the letter 
has been submitted it cannot be retrieved. So read your application 
thoroughly and check the college websites for any changes in their 
application process. 

 
When deciding on which teaches to ask to write your letters of 
recommendation, you should ask teachers who know you the best. They 
should be someone who has taught you during high school. You should not 
have a problem reaching out to ask someone for a recommendation. They 
should be able to give examples of your character, who you are, of things 
you are doing inside and outside the classroom. The colleges want to know 
who you are through the eyes of others.  Make sure you talk with your 
teachers ahead of time, tell them things that you have been doing, give them 
a resume, follow up with an email thanking them for agreeing to submit a 
letter on your behalf, then send a formal request through Naviance. Make 
sure to give your teachers and counselors plenty of time to write your letter. 

 
Ø  Do I get a copy of the recommendation letters and mail them myself? Or 

who sends them?              
No you do not get a copy of the letter of recommendation. When you ask 
your teacher or counselor to submit a letter on your behave, you are only 
asking that teacher that knows you the best. 

 
Teachers and counselors submit their recommendation letters electronically 
through Naviance. Naviance is able to track when the letters were it were 
created, submitted and received by the university. But for those colleges that 
still accept paper documents you will need to give your teachers a stamp 
addressed envelope of the college and they will mail it. But make sure you 
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have the correct mailing address for the admissions office, which may be 
different from the university. 

 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Transcripts  
 

Ø  Where can I request a transcript? 
All transcripts are to be requested through Naviance. Ms. Waterton, the 
counseling Registrar will then prepare the transcript to send to your 
colleges.  
 

Ø  Are transcripts free? 
The first 3 transcripts are free. Any transcripts after the third one sent 
are $3.00 a piece.  
 

Ø   If I need to send a transcript out for a scholarship, is that included 
in the total number sent and paid for to colleges? 
No, scholarship transcripts are not included in the 4 or more $3.00 each 
total.  
 

Ø   I have some questions about my transcript, who can I go to? 
Your counselor may have the answer to your question, but Ms. 
Waterton, the Registrar, will be able to provide you more details. Her 
contact information is listed below.  

 
 
Scholarships 
 

Ø   If I receive a scholarship to college and decide to take a gap year, do I 
lose my scholarship?  
This may depend on the scholarship. The stipulations in which programs 
grant scholarships may be limited to students attending the 
following academic year. You should check with the scholarship program 
for specific regulations on their scholarships.  
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Ø  How many scholarships should I apply to? And is there a limit to the 

number of scholarships that I can apply to? 
There is no limit to the number of scholarships that you can apply to. You 
should apply to as many scholarships as possible to increase your chances of 
being awarded with a scholarship. When you apply to scholarships make 
sure you are putting in your best effort into the application. Scholarships are 
competitive and you want to give yourself the best chance at winning the 
scholarship.  

 
Ø  What are merit based scholarships? 

Merit based scholarships are awarded based on achievement. For example:  
o   Measures of academic achievement like GPA and standardized test 

scores. 
o   community service scholarships 
o   Involvement with institutions like the Eagle Scouts 
o   First Generation college students (being the first person in your family 

to attend college). 
o   Leadership scholarships (for taking a leadership role in your high 

school or extracurricular activities)  
 
 
SAT/ACT 
 

Ø   Do colleges prefer the SAT over the ACT and how do I prepare for the 
test? 	  

The SAT and ACT have the same purpose. The SAT is more popular in 
coastal regions in the country, and the ACT is more often used in the 
middle of the country. Most colleges will accept either.    	  

 
The tests are designed to give each student a level-playing field 
and should not require any additional preparation outside of the skills you 
learned in school. If you feel that you would like to do some additional 
preparation, each testing site has its own prep materials. There 
are also resources such as study guides, and businesses that offer test-
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prep programs at a fee. Montgomery College also offers test prep 
services that are open to high school students.   

 
Ø   Will we take the SAT and ACT in our senior year or how will we do 

that since I haven’t taken any of them at all yet? 
Typically, students take SAT/ACT in the spring of their junior year, and 
many take it again the beginning of their senior year.   
o   To register for the SAT, go to collegboard.com  	  
o   Next SAT dates: Aug 29, DL July 31 	  

	  

o   To register for the ACT, go to ACT.org 	  
o   Next ACT dates: July 18, DL June 19 	  

	  

Ø  Will there be a SAT Day test offered this year? 
Yes, seniors will be offered the opportunity to take the SAT in October on 
the same day as Juniors take the PSAT. More information to come. 

 
Ø  What is meant by test optional? 

Test optional schools allow you to choose if you want to submit your test 
scores or not. These schools will consider your test scores if you submit 
them. However, these schools will put more consideration into other factors 
like your GPA, resumes, letters of recommendation, and essays. There are 
other types test optional schools: 

o   “Test flexible” schools will allow you to submit other standardized 
test scores in place of the SAT or ACT. For example: AP test, IB 
exams, or one or more SAT subject tests. 

o   “Test blind” schools will not look at your test scores, even if you 
submit them.  

 
 
Extracurricular, Resume, and College Interviews 
 

Ø  Do colleges look at extracurricular activities or resumes? 
Yes! Your extracurricular activities show colleges aspects of your 
personality that your grades and test scores can’t. Same with your resume, it 
summarizes your achievements, talents, and interests.   
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Ø  Will colleges host interviews?  
Some colleges will host interviews and it is important to be prepared, but not 
have your answers memorized. A few things to remember are: 

a.   Be yourself 
b.   Don’t be late 
c.   Turn off your cell phone 
d.   Don’t bring our parent to the interview. Have them wait in the car, if 

they drive you. 
Some interviews might be informational while others part of the college 
application process. To learn, we encourage you to visit the colleges website 
or Ms. Harris for more information. 

 
Ø  How do I make myself stand out to the colleges? 

Colleges look at a number of factors when considering you for admission:  
o   Your standardized test scores (SAT and/or ACT) 
o   Your transcripts  

§   They will look at your GPA  
§   They will also look to see if you challenged yourself with 

Honors, AP and IB classes, or if you took only classes that were 
easy for you.  

o   Your Resume  
§   Your resume offers a chance to show a snapshot of all of the 

extracurricular activities you were involved with. For example: 
Sports teams, Clubs, Volunteer work, and after school jobs.  

§   Make sure you include any leadership roles that you took on 
during your time in your extracurricular activities.  

§   Also include any awards you have received 
o   Letters of recommendation 

§   Try asking teachers who have seen you challenge yourself, or 
that have seen you push yourself to succeed. These teachers 
will have more to say about your character than the teachers 
who saw you easily earn all A’s in their classes.  

§   Your counselor will also write a letter of recommendation for 
you. Make sure to fill out your brag sheet and your resume on 
Naviance which will aid your counselor in writing a letter that 
best reflects your personal experiences and best qualities. Even 
if your counselor knows you well, he or she may not know 
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about all of your volunteer experiences or every club of which 
you participated.  

o   Essays 
§   Your essays give you an opportunity to elaborate on your 

unique skills, experiences, passions and attributes.  
§   If a college offers an optional essay writing the essay gives 

another opportunity to elaborate more on what makes you stand 
out from other students. Taking the time to write the optional 
essay shows the college or university that you are interested in 
attending the school.  

o   Demonstrate interest  
§   Colleges and Universities base the number of students that they 

admit to their school on the number of students that they can 
accommodate in the next school year. For this reason, Colleges 
would rather accept students who have increased interest in 
their school, because those students are most likely to attend the 
college.  

§   Go on tours. You can go to a physical tour or you can go on a 
virtual tour  

§   Meet with the admissions officers.  
•   Make sure that when you book a tour you also speak with 

the admissions officer, so that they can learn more about 
you and see that you are interested in attending that 
university.  Also reach out to the admissions with 
questions to show additional interests  

§   Check in with the College/University at College Fairs (virtual 
or in person) 

§   Attend optional interviews  
§   Sign up for emails from the university. Then open and read 

every email they send. 
o   Take the lead  

§   Be the one to talk to admissions officers when you visit the 
school for a tour, or when you have a question. 

§   Doing the talking rather than letting your parents talk for you 
can help you to stand out from other students.  

o   Be authentic 
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§   When you write essays, talk to admission officers, or go to 
interviews make sure to mention your passions so that the 
university has an idea of who you are and what you have to 
offer the university.   

 
 
Rockville Counseling Information 
 

Ø  How do I get a good letter of recommendation from my counselor?  
You fill out the Naviance “Brag Sheet” and “Resume,” which are listed 
as “tasks” on Naviance. It is so helpful for counselors when students share as 
much information as they can. It is good to share the information that you 
want your counselor to know about you and that you want colleges to know 
about you. Anything that you think is important to know about you or that 
you like about yourself or that sets you apart from others is good for your 
counselor to know, it helps counselors express your personal uniqueness to 
the colleges. Building relationships with your counselors and teachers is a 
great step in preparing for college and in ensuring good recommendations 
get written. We are all here to work with and help you.  

 
Ø  How do I make an appointment with my counselor?  

A good way to make an appointment with your counselor is to email your 
counselor and request to meet. Your email should include your name and 
should include the topic that you would like to discuss with your counselor. 
For example, "Hello, I am [student name] and I would like to set up a time to 
meet with you to go over my college application for MC or to talk about my 
college list." Your counselor will email you back with days and times that 
work to meet. It is VERY important to check your email and to confirm a 
meeting time. It is also good to make appointments in advance, instead of 
trying to see your counselor the day before an application is due, as you may 
not be able to get in to see your counselor on such short notice.	  	  
	  

Ø  How do I make an appointment with my CCIC?   
Ms. Harris would love to meet with you and your families for her one-on-one 
sessions to fine tune your college applications. Please send me an email or 
phone call at 240-283-7345 to schedule an appointment ASAP. The summer 
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will be go by quicker than you realize and it will be time to start submitting 
those applications. 
	  
	  

Ø   Counseling Department, Registrar and College and Career Coordinator 
contact information:	  
 Title Caseload Email 
Alejandra Crawley Resource 

Counselor 
Valj-Z Alejandra_E_Crawley@mcpsmd.org 

Paige Prestipino Counselor A-Chau Paige_N_Prestipino@mcpsmd.org 
Andrew Lambert Counselor Chav-Go Robert_A_Lambert@mcpsmd.org 

Mary Duckett Counselor Gp-Lop Mary_R_Duckett@mcpsmd.org 
James Rowan Counselor Loq-Po James_V_Rowan@mcpsmd.org 

Shanel Ramos-
Jones 

Counselor Pq-Vale Shanel_C_Ramos-
jones@mcpsmd.org 

Toni Waterton Registrar  Toni_T_Waterton@mcpsmd.org 
Brianna Wertz Counseling 

Secretary 
     Brianna_K_Wertz@mcpsmd.org 

Janet Harris CCIC  Janet_L_Harris@mcpsmd.org 
 

 
 


