
Poolesville High School 2021 Summer Enrichment Camps

Each camp is designed to enrich each students’ experiences by immersing them in the content.  Camps

will not yield credit and coursework will not be graded; however, teachers will provide feedback and

reflection on student work throughout the camp.  Some camps are interactive on-line with no in-person

meetings while others are in-person.

Students may register for up to three camps.  We expect our incoming ninth graders who participate in

camps to select their magnet house freshman camp as one of their selections.  No student is required to

participate in any camp.

Please use the PHS Summer Camp Schedule to help you make your selections. As you are expected to

participate during the allotted class time, you cannot sign up for two camps that meet at the same

time.

We may have more students register for camps than we currently have the capacity to host.  In that case,

we will do our best to offer additional sections of popular camps so more students can participate. This

may result in offering new sections at different times than are published here now.  You will be notified if

there are updates to camp offerings or dates/times.

Click HERE to register for PHS summer enrichment camps. Registration is now open.

If your child needs to take a course for credit please work with your child’s school counselor.

Please refer to the MCPS Summer Program for additional information.

Please direct any questions about Poolesville High School’s summer camps to Ms. Jennifer Herman

(Jennifer_L_Herman@mcpsmd.org) or Ms. Allison Wilder (Allison_C_Wilder@mcpsmd.org).   We look

forward to seeing students this summer!

English
Title:  Debate and Argumentation Part I

Instructor: Mr. McKenna
Length of Camp: Two Weeks
Grade Levels: High School (9-12)
Location: In-Person, PHS
Learn the essentials for debating and for building convincing arguments. After learning core concepts
about establishing claims, explaining evidence, and responding to counter-arguments, students will
practice with fun drills and short, impromptu debates with classmates. This camp can serve as a



primer for the AP Language class, which highlights written argumentation skills, or as an introduction
to or refresher in the world of live debating. Students should just have the desire to improve their
ability to win arguments with friends and family and a willingness to work through the sometimes
frightening tasks of public speaking in a fun, low-stakes environment.

Title:  Debate and Argumentation Part II

Instructor: Mr. McKenna
Length of Camp: Two Weeks
Grade Levels: High School (9-12)
Location: In-Person, PHS
Expand on the essentials for debating and for building convincing arguments. After learning core
concepts about establishing claims, explaining evidence, and responding to counter-arguments,
students will practice with fun drills and short, impromptu debates with classmates. This camp can
serve as a primer for the AP Language class, which highlights written argumentation skills, or as an
introduction to or refresher in the world of live debating. Students should just have the desire to
improve their ability to win arguments with friends and family and a willingness to work through the
sometimes frightening tasks of public speaking in a fun, low-stakes environment.

Magnet House

Title: Humanities 9 Summer Mixer
Instructor: Humanities Teachers
Length of Program: One Week
Grade Levels: Humanities Class of 2025
Location: In-person, PHS
This camp welcomes incoming 9th-grade students to Humanities House! Students will get to know
their new classmates, play some games, and have fun engaging in discussion and collaboration that
addresses the essential questions we are drawn to answer as we explore who we are as humans.

Title:  ISP 101
Instructor: ISP Teachers
Length of Camp: One Week
Grade Levels: ISP Class of 2025
Location: In-person, PHS
The students in 9th grade will be introduced to PHS from academics to extracurriculars to events to
the culture of the school. In addition, they will be familiarized with the opportunities within the
Independent Studies Program House.

Title:  SMCS 9 Boot Camp
Instructor: SMCS Teachers
Length of Camp: One Week



Grade Levels: SMCS Class of 2025
Location: In-person, PHS
The purpose of this orientation is to give the incoming 9th Grade SMCS students an opportunity to
become familiar with everything SMCS related, including the teachers, the expectations, the classes
and their fellow SMCS classmates. Students will participate in a variety of activities designed to help
them get to know each other and work on necessary skills for the upcoming school year.

Title: Magnet Summer Math Camp
Instructors: Magnet Math Teachers
Length of Camp: Three Weeks
Grade Levels: Class of 2025 in the Magnet Math Pathway
Location: In-person, PHS
Simplifying radicals, factoring, completing the square, solving quadratics, transformations, graphing,
rational functions MyMCPS Classroom, Zoom, Zoom breakout rooms, our engaging personalities.
Materials needed: Pencils, calculator, notebook paper, graph paper, scanning app.

Title:  SMCS Machine Certification Camp
Instructor: Mr. Kingman
Length of Camp: One Week
Grade Levels: 10th Grade SMCS students
Location: In-person, PHS
This one week camp will be provided to all SMCS incoming 10th grade students to fulfill their 9th
grade SMCS requirements of becoming fully certified for use of the machines and tools in our
prototyping lab.  The course will run twice this summer, but the content will be the same to
accommodate family travel plans.  Safety lessons, observation of tool demonstrations, and safety tests
must be completed with a score of a 100% before tool/machine use is begun.  Students will be
encouraged to use the tools and machines to make a final product for the week.

Title:  Global 9 at the Smith Center
Instructor: Global Teachers
Length of Camp: One Week
Grade Levels: Grade 9, Global students
Location: In-person, Smith Center
Please join your Global teachers and classmates at the Smith Center for a week of fun outdoor
experiences.  While at the Smith Center, you will get a chance to learn important field ecology skills
such as water quality testing and nature journaling which you will use throughout your four years in
the program.  You will participate in interpretive nature hikes and get to know your Global classmates
and teachers.

Title:  Global 10 at the Smith Center
Instructor: Global Teachers
Length of Camp: One Week
Grade Levels: Grade 10, Global students
Location: In-person, Smith Center
Please join your Global teachers and classmates at the Smith Center for a week of fun outdoor
experiences.  While at the Smith Center, you will get a chance to learn important field ecology skills
such as water quality testing and nature journaling which you will use throughout your time in the



program.  You will participate in interpretive nature hikes and get to know your Global classmates and
teachers.

Interdisciplinary Topics

Title: AP Research
Instructor: Ms. Brennan
Length of Camp: Two Weeks
Grade Levels: High School (9-12)
Location: Virtual
Designed to provide a supported environment to discuss research strategies, ask questions about
credible sources, and examine different types of questions. Students will have the opportunity to
engage in discussion about citations and research methods, as well as the overall process of creating a
research paper.

Title:  Resume Writing/Finding an Internship
Instructors: Ms. Binns and Mr. Lang
Length of Camp: One Week
Grade Levels: High School (9-12)
Location: Virtual
This course is designed to help those interested in an internship.  It will provide an indepth look at how
to write a resume, interviewing skills, and how to find an internship.

Math

Title: Math Boost to Algebra 2/Honors Algebra 2
Instructor:  Mr. Maurer
Length of Camp: Three Weeks
Grade Levels: High School (9-12)
Location: Virtual
Students will review concepts from Algebra 1 that are essential for success in Algebra 2. Content that
will be introduced:  transformations of graphs, exponents, trigonometry, and rational equations.

Title:  Unlocking the SAT/ACT: Math
Instructor:  Mr. Nowell
Length of Camp: Three Weeks
Grade Levels: High School (9-12)
Location: Virtual
Students will explore the SAT and ACT tests and take practice tests to prepare for when they take the
SAT and/or ACT. Students will receive test taking strategies, mathematical content review, and most
importantly test practice for the Math sections of the SAT. Each lesson will focus on a different



sub-section of the SAT Math section, for instance, 1) Area and Volume, 2) Complex Numbers, 3)
Circles, 4) Right Triangles and Trigonometry, 5) Measures of Center and Spread, 6)
Ratios/Proportions/Units/Rates, 7) Nonlinear Functions, 8) Systems of Linear Equations, and 9) Linear
Inequalities. Each section would come with review of material, and practice problems available via PDF
with the goal being to improve student's SAT scores.

Title:  Precalculus Prep
Instructor: Mr. Conyer
Length of Camp: Three Weeks
Grade Levels: High School (9-12)
Location: Virtual
Designed to strengthen math skills in preparation for Precalculus.

Science

Title:  Let’s Get Ready for Biology
Instructor: Ms. Robichaud
Length of Camp: Two Weeks
Grade Levels: High School (9-12)
Location: Virtual
Focusing on the scientific method, we will break down each step of the scientific method using
examples from the world around us to bring the process together.  There is an emphasis on general
expectations for a 9th grade science class.

Title:  Microbes-Tiny but Mighty
Instructor: Ms. Gum
Length of Camp: Three Weeks
Grade Levels: High School (9-12)
Location: In-Person, PHS
We will focus on the structure and identification of prokaryotic and eukaryotic microorganisms,
staining and microscopic analysis and immunity and human infectious diseases.  Take a tour of the
human body and see what roles microbes play in helping and harming us.  This course is designed to
expand on topics introduced in Honors Biology and will help prepare you for upper level Biology
courses such as AP Biology, Cell Physiology, and AP Environmental Science.

Title:  Who Done It?  The Best of Forensic Science
Instructor: Ms. Gum
Length of Camp: Three Weeks
Grade Levels: High School (9-12)
Location: In-Person, PHS
Join in a lab based class, analyzing crime scene data and figuring out who committed the crime.  We
will investigate time of death and pathology, the art of forgery, and serial killers.



Social Studies

Title:  The History of Disease
Instructor: Mr. Kanach
Length of Camp:  Three Weeks
Grade Level: High School (9-12)
Location: Virtual
Students will examine multiple aspects of the roles that disease has played in societal development as
well as how we as a species have combated them in the past, present, and into the future.

Title:  The Renaissance
Instructor: Mr. Kanach
Length of Camp: Three Weeks
Grade Level: High School (9-12)
Location: Virtual
Students will explore multiple facets of the Renaissance including art, architecture, medicine, science,
and math.

Title:  The Role of Heroic Women
Instructor: Mr. Kanach
Length of Camp: Three Weeks
Grade Level: High School (9-12)
Location: Virtual
This course will dive into the historical roles of women throughout history and explore the lives of
heroic women who changed the world as we know it.

Title:  History of Poolesville
Instructor: Mr. Turner
Length of Camp: Two Weeks
Grade Levels: High School (9-12)
Location: In-Person, PHS
Students will concentrate on the founding, civil war and integration of Poolesville High School. Use of
old maps photos, virtual site visits and online archives. Students will see how societal issues and
national history plays out at a local level as well as learn the national historical importance of the up
county area. Students will learn to evaluate sources and develop historical thinking skills.

Title:  Social Justice
Instructor: Mr. Ward
Length of Camp:  Three Weeks
Grade Levels: High School (9-12)
Location: Virtual
The focus of this course includes topics in the US, such as police reform, the impact of redlining on
American communities, and equity issues.



Title: Global Human Rights
Instructor: Mr. Ward
Length of Camp: Three Weeks
Grade Levels: High School (9-12)
Location: Virtual
Students will examine human rights issues on the global scale.

Computer Science

Title: Classes, Objects, and Sorting Boot Camp

Instructor: Mr. Kheterpal

Length of Camp: Two Weeks

Grade Levels: Students Taking Analysis of Algorithms in 2021-2022
Location: In-Person, PHS
Students will review and extend the concepts needed as prerequisites to Analysis of Algorithms to
allow students to be successful in the fall.  Analysis of Algorithms will introduce language to talk about
algorithm complexity; however, in order to do so a thorough understanding of Java objects/classes and
sorting algorithms is necessary.


