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Part 3: Argument Writing. 

 

Choose ONE of the quotes below and respond 

to it in a paragraph 8 to 10 sentences in length.  

(This should be about 200-300 words total.)  You 

can agree with or disagree with the quote; or, you 

can talk about its relevance to your life or your 
experience of the world. 

 

 A woman who writes has power, and a 

 woman with power is feared.  

 ~ Gloria E. Anzaldúa 

 

 Each forward step we take we leave 

 some phantom of ourselves behind.  

 ~ John  Lancaster Spalding 

 

 You have learnt something. That always 

 feels at first as if you have lost something. 

 ~ George Bernard Shaw 

 

 When people show you who they are, 
 believe them the first time.   

 ~ Maya Angelou 

 

 I know who I am. I am not perfect. I'm 

 not the most beautiful woman in the 

 world. But I'm one of them.   

 ~ Mary J. Blige 

 

 The smallest indivisible human unit is two 

 people, not one; one is a fiction.  

 ~ Tony Kushner 

 

 Free will does not mean one will, but 

 many wills conflicting in one man.             

 ~ Flannery O’Connor 

Part 4: Reading. 

 

Choose ONE of the short readings be-

low.  Get a printed copy of it either by 

printing it out or by seeing Mr. Acosta-

Fox in A204 before summer break.  

Read and annotate it.  It is your choice 

what to  look for, but it’s always good 

to look for meaning, personal connec-

tions, social connections, figurative lan-

guage, and so forth. 

 

After reading the essay, then write a 100

-word response to it.  (You may write 

directly on the back of the printed es-
say, or you can attach additional paper.) 

 

Choices 

“The Wayfarer,” by Ben McGrath, an 

essay on a man who abandons society to 

take a canoe across the country. 

 

“A Psychotronic Childhood,” by Colson 

Whitehead, a memoir about the au-

thor’s childhood obsession with horror 

movies. 

 

“The Yellow House,” by Sarah M. 

Broom, writing on the author’s ordeal 

during and after Hurricane Katrina.  

 

Sarah Smarsh, “Poor Teeth,” an essay 

on the way teeth define life and class in 

America. 

 

To print any reading, go to this link:   
https://tinyurl.com/y2pj9jo7  

https://tinyurl.com/y2pj9jo7


Part 1: Narrative Writing. 

 

Choose ONE of the prompts below and re-

spond to it in a paragraph 8 to 10 sentences 

in length.  (This should be about 200-300 

words total.) 

 

 Think of a photograph that means a 

 lot to you.  Explain both what is hap-

 pening in the photo and why it is im-

 portant.  

 

 

 Think of the foods you and your fami-

 ly usually eat.  Choose one item or 

 meal in particular that is important.  

 Explain why. 

 

 

 Think of a family story that has been 

 told to you hundreds of times.  Retell 

 it in your own words, in a way that 

 makes its importance clear to the 

 reader. 

 

 

 Think of a place in your daily life that 

 holds a special meaning for you.  De-

 scribe the place and explain what 

 makes  it special.  

 

Sparking ideas for college-level writing. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS: Read this first. 

 

English 12 

Choose ONE of the four parts and 

write an 8-10 sentence paragraph 

(about 200-300 words) in response. 

 

If you choose to do Part 4 (reading) 

you must turn in a printed and anno-

tated copy of the reading that you 

chose and write just 100 words in 

response.  

 

Honors English 12 

You will complete TWO of the four 

parts.  You must complete Part 1 

(Narrative ) AND one additional 

part of your choosing.  

 

For Part 4 (reading), see Mr. Acosta-

Fox in A204 before summer break 

to get a printed copy. 

Part 2: Informational Writing. 

 

Choose ONE of the concepts below 

and explain it in a paragraph 8 to 10 

sentences in length.  (This should be 

about 200-300 words total.) 

 

 the steps it takes to beat your 

 favorite video game 

 

 

 how to make the perfect meal 

 

 

 what it takes to build a 

 dominant soccer (or football 

 or etc.) team 

 

 what it means to be an effect-

 tive leader 

The Assignment: 3 Writings, 1 Reading 

                              Summer  

                            Reading   

                       Assignment 

Note: The work you 

complete here will be 

graded next year!  

Contact Mr. Acosta- 

Fox with questions  

at ryan.acosta-

fox@mcpsmd.net. 


