
  
 
English 11 builds on the basics of persuasive writing through the study of non-
fiction works. While students continue to read fiction, poetry, and drama, they 
begin to evaluate the effectiveness of rhetorical techniques and apply them to their 
own writing. 
 

The goal of the secondary English Language Arts program is to create literate, 
thoughtful communicators, capable of controlling language effectively as they 
negotiate an increasingly complex and information-rich world. Students will refine 
specific skills and strategies in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing 
and will use these skills and strategies widely as tools for learning and reflection. 
Exploring a variety of texts, students will understand and appreciate language and 
literature as catalysts for deep thought and emotion. 

 

Quarter 1: Race, Culture and Identity 

A person can spend a lifetime trying to figure out who he "really" is. This struggle to 
know oneself is often shaped by—and also complicated by—such factors as race, 
ethnic background, and culture. This unit examines the extent to which race 
and culture shape a person's identity, as well as the roles race and culture 
play in American society. The texts in the unit include characters or speakers 
who are engaged in the struggle to define themselves both within and beyond the 
boundaries of race and cultural background. Students are encouraged to think 
about how racial and cultural issues manifest in their communities, as well as where 
and how such issues arise in their own lives. 

ASSIGNMENT: Read all four poems and complete an analysis sheet 
for each poem. 

 Poem 1: “Harlem” by Langston Hughes 
 Poem 2: “Soneto Xvii” by Pablo Neruda 

 Poem 3: “The Emerald Mosque on the Hill” by Raza Ali Hasan 
 Poem 4: “Barbie Chang’s Tears” by Victoria Chang 
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“Harlem” BY LANGSTON HUGHES  

What happens to a dream deferred? 
 
      Does it dry up 
      like a raisin in the sun? 
      Or fester like a sore— 
      And then run? 
      Does it stink like rotten meat? 
      Or crust and sugar over— 
      like a syrupy sweet? 
 
      Maybe it just sags 
      like a heavy load. 
 
      Or does it explode? 

“Soneto Xvii”" by Pablo Neruda 

 

 

 

No te amo como si fueras rosa de sal, topacio  
o flecha de claveles que propagan el fuego:  
te amo como se aman ciertas cosas oscuras,  
secretamente, entre la sombra y el alma.  
 
Te amo como la planta que no florece y lleva  
dentro de sí, escondida, la luz de aquellas flores,  
y gracias a tu amor vive oscuro en mi cuerpo  
el apretado aroma que ascendió de la tierra.  
 
Te amo sin saber cómo, ni cuándo, ni de dónde,  
te amo directamente sin problemas ni orgullo:  
así te amo porque no sé amar de otra manera,  
 
sino así de este modo en que no soy ni eres,  
tan cerca que tu mano sobre mi pecho es mía,  
tan cerca que se cierran tus ojos con mi sueño.  

I don’t love you as if you were a rose of salt, topaz, 

or arrow of carnations that propagate fire: 
I love you as one loves certain obscure things, 

secretly, between the shadow and the soul. 
 

love you as the plant that doesn’t bloom but carries 
the light of those flowers, hidden, within itself, 

and thanks to your love the tight aroma that arose 
from the earth lives dimly in my body. 

 
I love you without knowing how, or when, or from 

where, 
I love you directly without problems or pride: 

I love you like this because I don’t know any other 
way to love, 

except in this form in which I am not nor are you, 
so close that your hand upon my chest is mine, 
so close that your eyes close with my dreams. 

 



“The Emerald Mosque on the Hill”  BY RAZA ALI HASAN  

 
In the lull, the afternoon sun warms 
the linseed field. The flowers are quiet, 
 
their bright subdued in the green 
while the mind wanders 
 
to the emerald mosque upon the hill, 
built around a flowing spring, 
 
the easy absolutions and ablutions 
in that mosque where the spring water 
 
has been let loose to meander 
over marble courtyards and inner chambers, 
 
across the geometric, green-tiled floor that 
cools the heels of the faithful. 

“Barbie Chang’s Tears” BY VICTORIA CHANG  
Barbie Chang’s tears are the lights of 
              the city that go off on 
off on the men walking around the city 
              move but Barbie Chang 
doesn’t she cannot promote herself if 
              she had legs she would 
stop begging if she had a head she 
              would stop her own 
wedding but the city has no extra 
              bedding it is not 
ready yet the maids are still making 
              beds Barbie Chang is 
still making things up there are always 
              storms long arms drinks 
with pink umbrellas because they know 
              she is confused like a 
seahorse light avoids her town on 
              the map B2 C4 she 
wants to be used she doesn’t want to 
              be with you it is morning 
again and Barbie Chang is already 
              mourning the men the 
night men who are always right who 
              never write back 
she prefers to sleep on her back so she 
              can see the eyes of her 
attackers in the morning a bed with 
              questions with her 
depression on each side two small 
              holes from knees 



Poetry Analysis Worksheet # ___________ 
Answer each of the following questions to the best of your ability. 
 
1. The title of this poem is_________________________________________________. 
2. It was written by ________________________________________. 
3. This poem is written in the ___________(1st or 3rd ) person point of view. 
4. Who is the speaker? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
5. What is the basic situation? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
6. What is the poem’s setting? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Are there conflicts in the poem? If so, what are they? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
8. What kind(s) of imagery do you see most often in the poem? Give some examples. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
9. Does the poem have meter? If so, what is it? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Does your poem have a rhyme scheme? If so, what is it? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
11. What other sound devices (alliteration, assonance, onomatopoeia) have been 
included by the poet? Give examples of each. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
12. What figures of speech are included ( metaphor, simile, personification, hyperbole, 
metonymy, apostrophe, etc. )? Include examples and explain the effect each one has on 
your understanding and appreciation of the poem. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
13. What is the mood of this poem? Explain your answer. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
14. Identify words which have a connotative meaning which help to clarify the author’s 
tone. Explain each example. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
15. What is the author’s tone (his or her attitude toward the subject? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
16. Explain the significance of the poem’s title. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 



17. Write a paragraph in which you briefly summarize the poem. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
18. Based on your analysis, what do you think is the author’s purpose in writing this 
poem? That is, what universal truth does he/she want to share with his/her readers 
(theme)? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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