
 

Summer Assignment: Honors English 11 
UNIT: EDUCATION and LEARNING 

“Learning is an ongoing process of struggle and growth. No matter what we do, we are constantly learning new things 
and building on our previous knowledge. During this unit students will examine how we think about education—both 
formal and informal—as well as why we value the complex, difficult, and sometimes painful process of learning in general. 
Students might also consider the implications that education has for other aspects of American life, such as class, 
economics, and gender roles.”  

- MCPS Curriculum Guide 
 
Directions: Choose ONE of the following assignments to complete: 
 

Assignment A: Current Events 

Choose two articles from an online newspaper or magazine reporting on a current event related to 
Education and Learning, our first unit. For each article, write a paragraph answering the following questions: 

● What does this event communicate about our unit themes of Education and Learning? 
● What is significant about this current event? 
● Is the information in the article reliable? Why or why not? 

PRODUCT: Two well-developed paragraphs thoughtfully answering above prompts, MLA, 200 word 
minimum EACH, link to (or copy of) article 

  OR 

Assignment B: Text Reflection 

Texts to Choose From: 
 

❏ A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest Gaines 
❏ The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 
❏ The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore 

 
 

❏ Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell 
❏ The Autobiography of Malcolm X by Alex Haley 

and Malcolm X 
❏ Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

Read one of the books listed above. Then, think about how the text investigates our Unit 1 theme of 
Education and Learning. Write a response, using textual evidence, to one of the following prompts: 

● To what extent does education influence one's place in American culture? 
● What is the relationship between education and financial success? 
● To what extent are our school systems designed to help all students succeed? 
● What kinds of education and learning occur beyond the classroom walls? 

PRODUCT: Argumentative response to prompt, displays a clear claim (thesis), incorporates at least two 
pieces of textual evidence, MLA, 350 word minimum 

 
**Your assignment should be in a Google Doc, ready to be attached to a Google Classroom assignment by the 
first week of school. This assignment will be graded. Start off the year on the right foot! 


