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Dear Northwest Students, 
 
I want to begin this letter by noting how much I miss seeing each of you.  While we are a very large school, I 
truly value the individual interactions that I have with you on a daily basis.  In addition, with everything that has 
occurred in recent weeks, I really wish that students and staff could have in-person discussions.  However, 
since that is not possible due to the coronavirus, I am sending this letter to share some thoughts.  I hope that 
you will take a few minutes to read the entire letter. 
 
It came to my attention late yesterday that multiple screenshots of racist social media postings are circulating 
among students.  Based on our investigation so far, it appears that some of the postings occurred in previous 
years, while others are more recent.  At Northwest High School we take great pride in the diversity of our 
school and community; racism and discrimination go against everything that we stand for and will not be 
tolerated.  Therefore, when we receive information about such hateful acts, we immediately launch an 
investigation in accordance with the MCPS Student Code of Conduct and the MCPS Guide to Student’s Rights 
and Responsibilities.   Students who engage in this behavior will be subjected to severe disciplinary action and 
may also face legal consequences. 
 
I also recognize that the horrific murders of Ahmaud Arbery, George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and others in 
recent weeks, coupled with the recent social media postings, are likely causing you to experience a wide range 
of emotions.  Personally, I am distressed and angered, among other things.  Please know that the staff at 
Northwest care very much about each of you and want to support you during this challenging time.  If you 
would like to talk to your counselor, please do not hesitate to e-mail your counselor to schedule a time 
(Counselor E-mail Addresses).   
 
It is critical that we all take a stand against racism, discrimination and injustice.  As a result, I encourage you to 
report information regarding racism, discrimination and injustice related to our school using MCPS Form 230-
35 (Bullying, Harassment or Intimidation Reporting Form).  While you are not able to be in the school building 
right now due to the coronavirus, we are absolutely committed to doing everything we can to ensure a safe 
learning environment for each of you. 
 
I really appreciate you taking the time to read this letter, and I look forward to seeing you again when schools 
reopen. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 Jimmy D’Andrea 

 
Jimmy D’Andrea 
Principal 

 

https://sites.google.com/mcpsmd.net/northwestcounseling/home/school-counseling-team
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/forms/detail.aspx?formNumber=230-35&catID=1&subCatId=44

