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The GPA  & What Do  Colleges Look At?
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The College Search & High School Visit

Counselor & Staff Support
General Resources in your school and outside of your school



The GPA & What Do Colleges Look At? 

Q:  What do Colleges Look At?

A: Colleges take a holistic view of students’ applications - 
considering their essays, test scores, extra-curricular activities, 
letters of recommendation, and transcript/GPA.



The GPA & What Do Colleges Look At? 

Q:  How is the 4th quarter grading system going to affect my GPA?

A:  If students pass a class 4th quarter, they can choose whether to 
have their semester grade be a letter grade higher than what they 
earned in 3rd quarter or Pass/Credit. A letter grade will impact 
overall GPA while Pass/Credit will not impact the GPA. Students will 
make a choice for each class in which they are enrolled this semester.



The GPA & What Do Colleges Look At? 

Q:  How will the process for choosing a pass or letter grade work?
Will it be as simple as it sounds or are there more steps to it?

A:  Teachers will give students the choice and then the teacher will 
input either the letter grade or "pass" for MP4.

MCPS, at the Central Office level, is working on a process to collect 
students decisions on grades, and we will make sure we will 
communicate the process when it is finalized.



The GPA & What Do Colleges Look At? 

Q:  How will GPA work on the 4.0 scale?

A:  The 4.0 scale is for unweighted GPA and will be unaffected by the 
grading system this semester.

Q:  For those hoping to get their weighted/unweighted GPA up, will 
that be possible?

A:  Yes, by taking the grade option for this semester, it is still possible 
to  improve both the weighted/unweighted GPA.



The GPA & What Do Colleges Look At? 



The GPA & What Do Colleges Look At? 
Q:  What is the difference between the pass and letter grade  
options?

A: The Pass will not be calculated in the GPA while the letter grade 
will. Colleges will either see a letter grade or a P (Pass) on the 
transcript. With the P, the college will not know what the letter grade 
would have been.

Q:  If I don't choose pass for one of my required classes for 
graduation will that count towards getting a required point?

A: Both a final semester grade of Pass or a letter grade of D or higher 
will award high school credit. 



The GPA & What Do Colleges Look At? 
Q:  What does Incomplete really mean?

A: An incomplete means that a grade is still pending. In the 
meantime, it is not counting towards or against GPA in any way, but 
will eventually be converted into a letter grade based on the 
students performance or any additional work submitted by the 
student.

Q:  What is the best way for a student to change their senior year 
course requests?

A: Reach out to your counselor by email to review senior year course 
requests.



The College Tests

Q:  Will standardized testing have less impact and essays have 
more?

A: The college application review process aims to look closely at the 
whole student. Colleges typically take a "holistic" approach to 
reviewing students’ applications by considering a variety of items 
such as the essay, extracurricular activities, letters of 
recommendations, testing, rigor of classes, and academic 
performance.



The College Tests
Q:  If I don’t have test scores how will that affect the application 
process?

A: Colleges and universities are aware of SAT and ACT testing 
concerns due to COVID-19. The College Board and ACT have added 
additional test dates to accommodate students who may still require 
a test. Please check the application requirements for the school that 
you plan on applying to. Some colleges are adjusting requirements 
for the Class of 2021.

Some colleges and universities are “test optional”.  Fairtest.org 
maintains a list of schools that do not require SAT or ACT scores for 
admission. 



The College Tests

A: While some colleges are considering test-optional policies for 
class of 2021 applicants, each college makes their own decision.  
Depending on which colleges you plan to apply to, you should plan to 
take the SAT or ACT at least once, if not twice, in the late summer or 
fall if you haven’t already tested. 

Check out each college’s website for details on their admissions 
requirements.

Q:  Is the SAT/ ACT going to be required for college applications?



The College Tests

Q:  Will there be an in school SAT test date?

A: MCPS is hoping to offer SAT School Day in October 2020 for 
seniors but it is contingent on schools being open.  

College Board is also planning to begin administering monthly SAT 
exams starting in August. The ACT also has several upcoming testing 
dates. 

Visit www.collegeboard.org or www.act.org for updated testing 
information as we progress into the next school year.

http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.act.org


Upcoming Test Dates

Q:  The ACT Test Dates*
*subject to change without notice

 actstudent.org



Upcoming Test Dates

Q:  The SAT Test Dates*
collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat

 actstudent.org

*dates 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice



College Test Prep

Q:  How do I prepare for the SAT and/or ACT?

A: Right now, the best way to prepare is to use online resources or 
test prep books if you have them. Regular practice over time is a 
better strategy than cramming right before a test. Use your PSAT 
score report to help you identify areas on which to focus your 
studying.

● Khanacademy.org
● CollegeBoard.org
● ACTstudent.org



The College Application

Q: What is the step by step process and  what are the prerequisites 
needed for the application?

A: Focus now on just identifying schools you would like to apply to 
and identifying the specific application requirements those schools 
require.

College Application Resources are in Naviance:
www.student.naviance.com/northwest 

... and on the Counseling page of website:
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/northwesths/counseling/

 



The College Application

Q:  When do I start  applying to college?

A: Applications typically open August 1st so students can begin 
working on their application before the new school year starts. 
Before August 1st, students can prepare by researching admissions 
requirements and finalizing their college essay. 



The College Application

Q: What is the latest my student should have their application 
completed?

A: This will depend on the colleges your student is applying to. Every 
school has different deadlines. While some popular deadlines are 
November 1st or December 1st, you will want to stay organized with 
the specific deadlines for the schools they choose to apply to. I would 
recommend submitting the application at least a few days before the 
application deadline to avoid technical snafus. 



The College Application

Q:  Is the Early admission option still going to be available? 

A: Early admissions options should still be available in the Fall. 
However, students are strongly encouraged to continue to review 
their specific college admissions websites for any updates and/or any 
latest changes to the college admission process due to Covid-19.



The College Application
Q: How and when should students get their teacher 
recommendations?

A: Students should ask one or two teachers to write letters of 
recommendation on their behalf. Teachers may start writing letters 
over the summer and into the fall.  Teachers will upload their 
confidential letters into Naviance.  

Students should be working on their brag sheet currently in 
Naviance.   The brag sheet will be used by staff to write letters!

Details on how to electronically request  recommendations in 
Naviance and request transcripts will be coming to students in early 
fall.



The College Application
Q: Do all teacher recommendations have to be from Northwest 
teachers?

A: No, letters can be from previous teachers who no longer are at 
NW or can be from teachers at other schools if you previously 
attended another high school.

Q: Is there a way in Naviance to choose which recommendation 
should be sent to a school?

A: Yes.  You can designate which teacher recommendation should be 
sent to which school.  Unless asked specifically, teachers will write a 
general  recommendation, not one that is school specific.



The College Application

Q:  What if all the colleges I apply to deny admission?

A: We strongly recommend students include at least one safety 
school in their list of colleges to avoid this situation. Students can use 
Scattergrams in Naviance to get a sense of how competitive they are 
for a particular college based on GPA and test scores. Also 
remember, Montgomery College is a great option for students to 
consider and they have open enrollment.



The College Search & The High School Visit

Q:  How do I go about deciding which colleges to apply to?

A:  While this can be an overwhelming process with all the choices, it 
is best to start with some big criteria like cost, major, location, etc. 
Having preferences about any of those factors will narrow the list 
significantly. 

The SuperMatch tool in Naviance is a great resource where students 
can plug in multiple variables that are important to them in a college 
and it will generate a list of colleges that meet their criteria. This is a 
great place to start.



The College Search & The High School Visit
A:  Attend a virtual college fair!
Coming up from 4 to 7 pm on May 28, 2020 with the Coalition App.  
This event is FREE.  Students will need to set up a Coalition account 
to participate. Visit coalitioncollegeaccess.org and scroll to ‘Events’.

The National Association for 
College Admissions Counseling  
(NACAC) will launch virtual 
college fairs in September

visit  go.nacacnet.org



The College Search & The High School Visit
Coming up this summer… 
A virtual meeting with the 
University of Maryland 
College Park Admissions!  

Make sure you have an email in your Naviance profile to receive 
details and registration information!



The College Search & The High School Visit

A:  Participate in a high school visit with admission representatives!  
Visits may be scheduled at your high school during the day or 
virtually.  Information will be in the Naviance Student account and 
on our Jag Events calendar on the Northwest college career web 
page under ‘Quick Links’. 



Counselor & Staff Support

Q: Will counselors be available over the summer by email for college 
essay review?

A:  Absolutely - counselors are available now and over the summer 
to support students with college applications. Just send an email to 
your student’s counselor if you need any support or have any 
questions about the college process that come up after the 
presentation today.

At this time, it is still unknown if we will be working virtually or in the 
school building. Either way, we are here to help students with all 
aspects of their college planning.



College Planning Resources

Counseling on the web @ 
https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/northwesths/counseling/

College Career on the web @
https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/northwesths/careercenter/

Naviance @
https://student.naviance.com/northwest

MCPS Navigating College Admissions during COVID-19 virtual 
talk shows will be pre-recorded and will air on Mondays and Fridays at 8pm in 
English and 6:30 in Spanish starting May 15 on MCPS TV.



Resources Specific to  Scholarships & Financial Aid
Students and Parents who would like more information about 
financial aid for college can look for the "Find the Money" 
presentation posed on the Northwest High School College Career 
Webpage. 

Northwest High School also plans to hold a Financial Aid information 
presentation in October.

Scholarships and Financial Aid @ 
https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/northwesths/careercenter/

Coming soon on Google…  The MCPS College Career Scholarship 
Classroom
 



Resources Specific to  Scholarships & Financial Aid
FAFSA 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid
The application opens October 1 for the Class of 2021.  This 
application determines eligibility for federal aid.

Questions about FAFSA and college loans?
Answers at studentaid.gov

CSS Profile @ cssprofile.collegeboard.org
An online College Board form that determines non-federal or 
institutional aid.  This form may be required by some colleges in 
addition to the FAFSA
 



Resources Specific to  Scholarships & Financial Aid

MHEC & MD CAPS 
Maryland Higher Education Commission.  Students must create 
an MD CAPS account on this website to accept and apply for 
Maryland financial aid @ mhec.maryland.gov.

MSFAA
The Maryland State Financial Aid Application (MSFAA) is available 
to applicants who are ineligible to receive federal aid using the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

 



Questions from the Chat Box
Q & A from the chat box has been incorporated into this online 

presentation!



Next Steps for Juniors

● Create your prospective college list 
● Complete your Brag Sheet on Naviance
● Ask teachers for recommendations
● Plan for SAT or ACT testing, if required
● Reach out to your counselor with any questions or if you 

would like to set up a summer meeting



Thank you for participating in our 
virtual event!
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27 May 2020


