TOP TEN WAYS TO GET IN YOUR COLLEGE OF CHOICE

1.  A challenging high school curriculum, including honors and AP courses.

2. Grades representing a strong effort and an upward trend over the four years of high school.

3. Solid scores on standardized tests.  Either SAT or ACT is acceptable to all colleges and universities.  Scores should be consistent with high school performance.  Keep in mind some schools will also require SAT subject tests.

4. Passionate involvement in a few activities, demonstrating leadership and interest.

A laundry list of activities with limited involvement or commitment is not as well regarded.  Honors and awards received should be referenced.

5.  Letters of recommendation from teachers in academic subjects and a guidance counselor.  Number of letters colleges will accept varies.  Most will prefer recommendations from classes taken in the junior year.   Teachers writing recommendations should be able to show evidence of students’ integrity, special skills, positive character traits and interest in learning.

6. Special extracurricular talents and/or interests that will contribute to a cohesive and well-rounded college student body.

7. A well written essay providing insight into the student’s unique personality, passions, values and goals.

8. Demonstrated interest (for some schools) as exhibited by campus visits and interviews. Detailed explanation in the application as to why the college or university is a good fit is advisable.

9. Paid employment and volunteer community service experiences.

10. Intellectual curiosity as demonstrated by leisure interests, as well as summer activities.

