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July 3,2023

Dear Col. Zadok Magruder High School Staff and Community:

I am writing to share an update with you regarding the selection of an acting principal for Col. Zadok
Magruder High School for the 2023-2024 school year. On June 16, 2023, Dr. Leroy Evans shared with the
community that he was retiring from MCPS effective October 1, 2023 and that he would be transitioning into
a new role in MCPS effective July 1, 2023. Dr. Evans' letter is linked here for your convenience. I shared in a
follow-up letter, linked here, that MCPS would be identifying an acting principal for the next school year and
would move through the formal hiring process for the principal position next year. I am pleased to share that
Mr. Christopher Ascienzo will be stepping into the role of acting principal for Col. Zadok Magruder High
School for the upcoming school year, and he will start in this role effective July 5, 2023.

Mr. Ascienzo has served students, staff and communities in MCPS for 20 years. Prior to stepping into this
role as acting principal, Mr. Ascienzo was a principal intern at Gaithersburg High School, and an assistant
principal and assistant school administrator at Northwest High School. Before his work as a school-based
administrator, Mr. Ascienzo was a social studies content specialist in the MCPS Department of Curriculum
and Instruction, a social studies teacher and content specialist at Farquhar Middle School, and a social studies
teacher at Albert Einstein High School, Paint Branch High School, and Northwest High School. Mr.
Ascienzo has a wealth of background experiences that will help him to lead Col. Zadok Magruder High
School and ensure its success through the next school year.

During the 2023-2024 school year, I will be coordinating the hiring process for the next principal of Col.
Zadok Magruder High School. I will be in touch with the community at each step along the way and will be
providing opportunities for students, staff and families to provide input and share feedback on the
characteristics that you seek in a new principal. I look forward to supporting Mr. Ascienzo, the administrative
and team, staff, students and caregivers at Col. Zadok Magruder High School.

Sincerely,

”MM M/%ZH’

Gregory C. Mullenholz
Director
Office of School Support and Well-Being

GCM:ceg

Copy to:
Dr. Murphy
Ms. Morris
Dr. Redmond Jones


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vjIzjTdUo0poKko52dwBEhVzCfcc5nJz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ue7kmV8soKeUfqOFvwLJ05EDCIQULeHN/view?usp=sharing
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3 de julio de 2023
Estimado personal y comunidad de la escuela secundaria Col. Zadok Magruder,

Le escribo para compartir una actualizacion con usted sobre la seleccion de un director interino para la
Escuela Secundaria Col. Zadok Magruder para el afio escolar 2023-2024. El 16 de junio de 2023, el Dr.
Leroy Evans compartio con la comunidad que se jubilaria de MCPS a partir del 1 de octubre de 2023 y que
haria la transicion a un nuevo cargo en MCPS a partir del 1 de julio de 2023. La carta del Dr. Evans esta
vinculada aqui para su conveniencia. Comparti en una carta de seguimiento, vinculada aqui, que MCPS
identificaria a un director interino para el proximo afio escolar y avanzaria a través del proceso de
contratacion formal para el puesto de director el proximo afio. Me complace compartir que el Sr. Christopher
Ascienzo asumira el cargo de director interino de la escuela secundaria Col. Zadok Magruder para el proximo
afio escolar, y comenzara en este cargo a partir del 5 de julio de 2023.

El Sr. Ascienzo ha servido a estudiantes, personal y comunidades en MCPS durante 20 afios. Antes de asumir
este cargo como director interino, el Sr. Ascienzo fue director interno en la Escuela Secundaria Gaithersburg,
y subdirector y administrador escolar adjunto en la Escuela Secundaria Northwest. Antes de su trabajo como
administrador escolar, el Sr. Ascienzo fue especialista en contenido de estudios sociales en el Departamento
de Curriculo e Instruccion de MCPS, maestro de estudios sociales y especialista en contenido en la Escuela
Intermedia Farquhar, y maestro de estudios sociales en la Escuela Secundaria Albert Einstein, la escuela
secundaria Paint Branch y la escuela secundaria Northwest. El Sr. Ascienzo tiene una gran cantidad de
experiencias que lo ayudardn a dirigir la Escuela Secundaria Col. Zadok Magruder y garantizar su éxito
durante el préximo afio escolar.

Durante el afio escolar 2023-2024, estaré coordinando el proceso de contratacion del proximo director de la
escuela secundaria Col. Zadok Magruder. Estaré en contacto con la comunidad en cada paso del camino y
brindaré¢ oportunidades para que los estudiantes, el personal y las familias proporcionen informacién y
compartan comentarios sobre las caracteristicas que buscan en un nuevo director. Espero apoyar al Sr.
Ascienzo, la administracion y el equipo, el personal, los estudiantes y los cuidadores de la Escuela
Secundaria Col. Zadok Magruder.

Atentamente,

% (Mot I

Director
Oficina de Apoyo y Bienestar Escolar
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Copy to:
Dr. Murphy
Sra. Morris
Dra. Redmond Jones


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vjIzjTdUo0poKko52dwBEhVzCfcc5nJz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ue7kmV8soKeUfqOFvwLJ05EDCIQULeHN/view?usp=sharing



