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Teacher(s):	Sarah	Shipley		
	
Teacher(s)	Contact	Information:		Sarah_H_Shipley@mcpsmd.org	
	
Course:	AP	United	States	History		
	

ü Purpose	of	the	Summer	Assignment:	This	assignment	is	designed	to	prepare	students	for	the	first	two	
weeks	of	class	by:	walking	them	through	a	note	taking	method;	introducing	background	information	
on	the	settlement	of	the	Americas;	and	allowing	them	time	to	get	acquainted	with	their	textbook.		

	
ü Relationship	between	Summer	Task	and	1st	Quarter	Objectives:	This	assignment	establishes	the	

foundation	for	our	first	unit	of	study,	which	covers	the	Pre-Columbian	Americas	through	the	
establishment	of	Jamestown,	the	first	permanent	English	settlement	in	North	America.		

	
ü Description	of	the	Task:	Students	will	read	two	chapters,	taking	notes	using	the	prescribed	method—

detailed	in	the	margins	of	Chapter	1.		
	

ü Supporting	Resources	Resources:	Students	will	need	access	to	the	chapter	readings,	which	can	be	
found	on	the	school	website.	I	have	also	enclosed	sample	notes	on	the	first	section	of	Chapter	1	
following	the	detailed	summer	assignment	below.		Some	students	find	the	unit	study	guides	helpful	in	
figuring	out	what	is	important	in	the	chapter,	as	a	result,	I	have	included	the	Unit	One	study	guide.		
The	study	guide	is	NOT	a	required	assignment.		

	
Grading:	
	

ü DUE	DATE:	September	3rd	2019		
	

ü DEADLINE:	September	5th	2019	
	

ü Grading	Category:		
o Chapter	Readings—Formative	

	
ü Points:	

o Chapter	Reading	Check	Quizzes—10	Formative	Points/Chapter		
	

ü Extent	to	which	the	summer	task	counts	towards	the	marking	period	grade:	This	assignment	will	
affect	student’s	marking	period	grade	by	no	more	than	5%.		

	
ü Grading	Criteria	and	Rubric:	(can	be	attached	as	a	separate	sheet)	

o Assessment	of	Chapter	Readings—Students	will	take	a	10	question	multiple-choice	quiz	on	
Chapter	One.	Students	will	take	a	short	answer	quiz	on	Chapter	Two.		All	questions	are	directly	
related	to	the	content	of	the	chapter	and	will	be	graded	for	accuracy.		

	
	
	



AP US History Grade 9 Summer Work 2019-2020 
May 13, 2019 

Dear Member of the Class of 2023, 
 
Welcome to AP US History! In Advanced Placement United States History you will study America’s story from 
pre-Columbian times to the present. One major distinction between this course and other 9th grade US History 
courses (either honors or on-grade) is the amount of time and depth addressed. Regular classes begin their study 
of US History with the late 19th Century. We will begin with a study of North America when it was a continent of 
villages prior to C.E.1500 and we will conclude with the beginning of the 21st Century. That means we will study 
about 500 years of history as opposed to just over a century. But the most significant distinction between our 
course and the others is that we will do more depth. In addition to this comprehensive amount of material, we will 
work on critical reading, writing, and research skills. Time management will become your best friend; lack of 
success in that area will create undue stress in your life. This may prove to be one of the most challenging 
courses you have ever taken. But with hard work comes satisfying results. If you commit to do your best, you 
should not be dissatisfied with the outcome. Be prepared to grow academically this year in AP US History. 
 
 

You won’t regret taking APUSH.  Even though there is a lot of work, it’s not that hard and Ms. Shipley is 
an amazing teacher.  Just manage your time wisely and keep trying your best!  YOU GOT THIS! 

Kaija Frassrand ‘22 
 
APUSH is the hardest class I’ve ever taken; but it’s the best class I’ve ever taken. Ms. Shipley has got 
your back, all you have to do is stay on top of your work.  You’ve got this! Read, study, and stay strong.  

Vivian Monmaney ‘22 
 
Your Summer Assignment 

1. You must read the first two chapters from Out of Many: A History of the American People by Faragher, 
Buhle, Czitrom, and Armitage. This is the textbook we will use in class all year long.  The readings are 
PDF’s and are posted with this assignment 
 

2. Take notes on each chapter using the method I wrote out in the margins of Chapter 1. (See the example 
notes after student advice for guidance on formatting.)  

 
3. Be prepared for your first quizzes on this reading during the first week of school. These 

assessments will count toward your first quarter grade. If you read the chapters early in the summer make 
sure you review your notes at the end of the summer.  

 
I am also including the Study Guide for the first unit we study.  Often students find it helpful to use the study guide 
to help them determine what the most important parts of the chapter are. This WILL NOT be due the first week of 
school.  It is just here to help guide your reading.  Feel free to fill it out if you want to get ahead.  
 
Course Expectations 
Strong time management skills are necessary for success in this class. You will learn to follow a college-style 
syllabus in order to keep up with the reading. There are 31 chapters in our textbook, and you are required to read 
all of them. One chapter is due each Monday. You must allow time for this course the same way you schedule 
time for your other activities. My most successful students tend to be those who are involved in sports, music, 
theater and other activities and know how to set and follow a schedule. This course is difficult, but I will show you 
how to maneuver your way through the difficulty. You must come to this class with the motivation to do so. 



Advice from the Class of 2022 
If you are feeling a little nervous, read through the comments below from the students who 
took APUSH last year.  They have some helpful tips and advice for succeeding in APUSH!  
	
Read your chapters and stay connected with the other people who 
take APUSH.  

Layla Missihou  
 
Do not give up at the beginning of the year.  I almost did and I wouldn’t have had 
nearly as much fun or learned nearly as much.  
 

Isaac Luttenberg 
 
my advice would be to actually read the chapters every week.  Also, 
don’t stress out too much, as long as you put effort into  it and ask 
questions, you’ll be fine.   

Corrine Nicholls 
 
Don’t give up!  Trust me, you’re going to get tired of all the work, reading, and 
assignments. And you’re probably going to think, “well that is the point of all 
this!” But in the end you’ll learn a lot of great things and you’ll develop great 
new skills  

Katie Amaya  
 
APUSH has a lot of work, for sure, but Ms. Shipley is always 
super SUPER enthusiastic about helping you.  

  
Melia Gayaldo 

 
1. Actually read the chapter thoroughly. 
2. Stay motivated, never say to yourself that you can’t do something.  YOU 

ARE SMART  that’s why you’re here.  
3. Ask questions all the time, even when you think they are stupid.  

 
Nailah Charles 

 
Things will be overwhelming at first with the weekly readings, but you just 
have to have a good work ethic and time management.  If you don’t have 
either of those, don’t work it’ll improve throughout the year.  Just remember, 
don’t cry and stress over the assignments.  It will all be worth it in the end.  

  
Jessica Dang 

 



APUSH may seem daunting, but DON’T WORRY!  As longa s you study, read all of the 
chapters and take good solid notes, you will do fine on the exam, and in APUSH in 
general.    

Ella Petrucci  
 

APUSH HAIKU 

You need to read book 

Ms. Shipley will prepare you 

Study a bit more 

Zachary Greenstein 
 
You have never had a class like this so be prepared and be excited!  

Sidra Hoffman  
 

Read on the weekdays, it will save your weekends. 
Asher Minkoff 

 
It’s not as hard as it seems.  You’ll be guaranteed an A if you read, study, and focus during class.  Sleep is always 
more important so never say up all night studying.  

 Jae l  Char les  
 
Don’t	stress	over	the	tests!	The	little	assignments	will	help	you,	
especially	if	you	aren’t	a	good	test	taker.		

	Morgan	Carnell	
 
Don’t let the class take over your life, but don’t leave the work to the night 
before.  

 Michael Mahtesian 
 
Use your lunch time wisely especially if you have after school activities because you will 
get tired after you get home.  

Anna Cham  
 
The choice you made to take this class is a great choice.  Although you’ll have some 
days where you feel like it’s all over, it’s not, trust me.  Just remember to try your 
best. Also try not to procrastinate as hard as that is.  This class is meant to 
stretch your mind, not break it.  So no need to stress!  

 
Schanze Qureshi 

 
This is a hard class but it’s even harder if you’re not 
understanding the material, so make sure you are 
reading the chapters and ask Ms. Shipley questions if 
you have any!  

 
Charlotte Williamson 



 
You should take APUSH! I’m not going to deny that it is a lot of 
work.  But it is so worth it.  Ms. Shipley is an amazing teacher and 
will be there to help you every step of the way.  Also, the content 
is really interesting nad engaging and no class period goes 
wasted.  

Julianne Garnett  
 
I know you guys are super nervous about taking this class next year, or might regret signing 
up for it.  Although it will be more work than you are used to, it is so completely worth it.  
Mrs. Shipley is so full of energy and is always prepared to help from the first, “How was your 
yesterday?” to the last (you will soon know what that means).  Doing the work all year was 
hard and stressful, but the moment you are done with that test, I promise, it will feel like the 
most amazing relief ever.  I’m not just saying this to make you take the class, I truly believe 
you will do great!  Good Luck!  

Phoebe Evans 
 
When I was starting this class, I was definitely a little daunted.  However, although it was 
a bit of a challenge, APUSH has helped me so much—I’ve grown as a reader an a writer, 
and I know so much more than before.  My advice to you is just push through it and keep 
working.  It was hard at times, but make sure to try and read the book and don’t 
procrastinate.  If you do your best and putt in effort you’ll do fine.  

Julia Moon 
 

The first couple of months are hard, but it gets easier as you go 
along.   
 

Dawite Jemaneh ‘21 
 

There is always an assignment that could have been done better. Learn from your 
mistakes and don’t repeat them. 

Ian Becker ‘20 
 
If you read the textbook, you’ll get an A or B.  No one who reads every 
chapter gets less than a B.  

Sophia Dennis ‘19 
 
If it looks important, read it.  

Gabby Whitehurst ‘19 
 

Whether you love history or you hate it, this class will teach you to respect it. 
Tess Mayfield ‘18 

 
“The pain is temporary, but the success lasts forever.” 

 Khanh Nguyen, ‘15 


