
Albert Einstein High School 
International Baccalaureate Diploma Program 

Differences between the IB Diploma Program & AP courses: 

International Baccalaureate Program Advance Placement Courses 

Framework: 

Comprehensive program of study with the ability to choose  
individual courses within the 6 groups and Creativity, Action 

and Service, Extended Essay and TOK requirements 

Individual coursework “a-la-carte”; 
 no unifying core requirements 

Courses are 1-year (Standard-level courses) or  
2-year (Higher-level) starting in 11th grade 

Only 1-year courses that can be taken 9th through 12th grade 

Assessments: 

IB scores (1-7) are a result of both internally-graded  
assessments (oral exams, laboratories, essays…)  

completed throughout the school year and externally-graded 
exams in May  

AP scores (1-5) are a result of only externally –graded            
exams in May  

External exams are primarily “authentic” and require critical 
thinking through short-response, case studies…  

Exams are a mixture of multiple choice and short answer 

Externally– graded exams occur over multiple days 
 lasting between 45m– 2h15m 

Externally– graded exams occur on a single day  
lasting between  2h-3h15m 

What is International Baccalaureate? 

Col lege- level  r igor  with High School level  supports  

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program provides motivated students an opportunity to pursue college-level    

courses based on a global perspective. Through comprehensive curricula coupled with challenging, authentic assessments, the 

IB  Program is committed to ensure that all students master the skills and knowledge that empower them to become critical 

and compassionate thinkers, lifelong learners and informed citizens. Albert Einstein’s IB Program is an open-access, interest-

based IB program- there is no entrance exam. We offer both the IB Diploma Program, as well as the IB Academy.  
 

IB Academy: An AEHS, school-based program recognizing a student’s successful completion of three IB courses & exams. 
 

IB Diploma Program (DP): A comprehensive, internationally-recognized program of study for 11th & 12th grade 

 students. Students choose 1 course from each of the 6 “groups” or disciplines, as well as completing the DP “core”, 

 comprised of creativity, activity, service  experiences (CAS), the extended essay (EE), and theory of knowledge 

 course (TOK). The IB Diploma is seen by colleges as the “gold standard” due to its rigorous and diverse coursework,  

as well as its focus on creating well-rounded students through the DP core. 

IB Diploma Program Requirements: 

✓ Course work and passing grades on examinations from six subject groups  

✓ Completion of 10-12 CAS (Creativity, Action and Service) experiences  

✓ Completion of Extended Essay course (one semester), resulting in 4,000 word essay  

✓ Completion of “Theory of Knowledge” (ToK) which consists of two semester courses-ToK I & ToK II 

Group 1:  Language & Literature 

 IB English Literature HL 

 IB Spanish A Language & Literature SL 
 
 

Group 2: Language Acquisition  

 IB French ab initio, SL & HL 

 IB Japanese ab initio 

 IB Spanish ab initio, SL & HL 
 

 
 

 

Group 4: Science (continued) 

 IB Physics SL & HL 

 IB Sports Exercise & Health Science SL 
 

Group 5: Mathematics 

 IB Math Applications SL 

 IB Math Analysis SL  
 

Group 6: Arts 

 IB Theatre SL & HL 

 IB Visual Arts SL & HL 

Group 3: Individuals & Societies (cont.) 

 IB History HL 

 IB Global Politics SL 

 IB Geography SL 
 

Group 4: Science  

 IB Biology SL & HL 

 IB Chemistry SL 

 IB Environmental Systems & Societies SL 
 



Albert Einstein High School 
International Baccalaureate Diploma Program 

Benefits of the IB Diploma Program: 

A 2009 study compared the academic, emotional and social engagement of IB students against      

non-IB students in eight IB high schools, as well as non-IB students in a national sample.  

“Across each of the domains of student engagement, IB students rated their levels of engagement more highly 

than non‐IB students. This held true for both the targeted sample of eight schools, as well as the national sample.”  

On all measures IB students were more engaged in school than non-IB students.   

A 2012 study of Chicago public schools interviewed Diploma Program (DP) alumni and  

found that students reported they felt prepared by the Diploma Program to succeed in college.   

Students reported that they felt:  

✓ prepared to succeed and excel in their coursework 

✓ learned academic behaviors like work ethic,            

motivation, time management and help seeking that 

were sources of strength in the transition to college-

level work 

✓ had strong academic skills, especially            

related to analytical writing 

✓ identified preparation in the IB program    

as the source of their success as college 

students. 

A 2009 study looked at the standards for seven Diploma Program courses and compared                          

them to a set of standards for college-readiness. Researchers found:  

✓ a high degree of alignment with college readiness 

standards in all subject areas 

✓ many individual IB standards were more advanced 

than those required for success in entry-level college 

courses 

✓ IB standards address key cognitive strategies (critical     

thinking, intellectual inquisitiveness and interpretation skills) 

that have been identified by college instructors as necessary for 

college success.   

In a 2012 study of diverse alumni from IB programs in Chicago public schools, researchers from the University 

of Chicago found that, compared to a matched sample, DP students are more likely to enroll in college, 

attend a more selective college and stay enrolled in college. This study suggests that students are not 

only going to better colleges in greater numbers, but are performing better once there.  

A 2011 study of almost 25,000 IB Diploma and certificate students found that IB  

students were more likely than the national average to attend college full-time,  

with nearly 70% attending selective or more selective colleges.    

                                  The average acceptance rate of IB students into university/college is 22% higher than the average 

acceptance rate of the total population. The acceptance rate of IB students into Ivy League institutions (Princeton, Yale,  

Brown, Harvard, Columbia, Cornell, Dartmouth, University of Pennsylvania) is between 3% and  

13% higher compared to the total population acceptance rate. 

A 2010 study that looked at performance on IB exams and college GPA of over 1,500 IB students 

 enrolled in the University of California system found that IB students earned higher GPAs and 

graduated at higher rates than a matched comparison group. This held across all family income 

levels. Performance in the Diploma Program was the strongest predictor of college GPA.  

The 2011 study of IB students’ experiences after high school found that IB students graduated from 

college at higher rates, with 81% of IB students graduating within 6 years of enrolling full-time 

at a 4-year institution, compared to the national average of 57%.   

In 2011, a study of IB students in Florida who attended the University of Florida, looked at student performance in first college 

classes in seven subjects. The study found: The higher the students’ scores on IB subject exams,  

the better the grade earned in the first college course in that subject.   

Source: IBDP Graduate Destinations Survey 2011/12 conducted by i-graduate International Insight  
Please contact Kim Becraft, AEHS IB & AP Coordinator, at Kimberly_M_Becraft@mcpsmd.org for more information. 
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Albert Einstein High School 
Enrolling in the IB Diploma Program 

 

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program within the Albert Einstein High School community aims to develop the 
individual talents of young people and teach them to relate their classroom experience to the outside world. Through 
comprehensive and balanced curricula coupled with challenging assessments, the IB Program is committed to ensure that all 
students master the skills and knowledge that empower them to become critical and compassionate thinkers, lifelong learners 
and informed participants in local and world affairs. We envision a program with college-level rigor and high-school level to 
help support   
 
Our International Baccalaureate is an open-access IB program- there is no entrance exam. We firmly believe in ability of our 
students and encourage all students to challenge themselves in the IB Diploma program. We work hard to help all of our 
students excel in a supportive environment that helps them prepare for the rigors of college and career.  
 
We look forward to continue working with our community to provide a well-rounded and rigorous IB Program. In order to 
earn the IB Diploma, students must take 6 IB courses- one from each discipline. In recognition of the rigor of the program 
and the IB philosophy that not every student excels in every subject equally, students have many different pathways to earn 
the IB Diploma at Albert Einstein High School. Please reference the 4-year plan overview on the back for more specific 
course sequences. 

 
9th and 10th Grade 
 
The IB Diploma program begins in the 11th grade, but Albert 
Einstein High Schools offers many different Honors, Pre-IB 
and AP courses to help prepare students. While pre-IB and AP 
classes are recommended, students may choose the course 
sequences they feel most comfortable with. To help support 
our AP & IB students, AEHS offers an academic skills support 
class (Approaches to Learning) open to 9th through 12th 
graders. IB students are also strongly encouraged to take 
European History in 10th grade. This is a one-semester course 
focusing on building IB skills, such as writing a strong 
research paper. Students often take this course in conjunction 
with Health, which is also a one-semester course. IB Interest 
meetings are held for 8th, 9th and 10th grade students and 
parents in December. IB Diploma candidates will meet 
individually with Mrs. Becraft, Albert Einstein High School IB 
Coordinator, to create a personalized course plan for 11th and 
12th grade. 
 
11th and 12th Grade 
 
Starting in 11th grade, student start taking their 6 IB courses, 
as well as Theory of Knowledge and Extended Essay. Three 
courses are at the “Higher Level” and three are at the 
“Standard Level.”  Higher level courses are always 2-year 
courses with the IB Exam during the senior year. Standard 
level courses are either 1-year or 2-year courses, depending on 
the subject.  

9th & 10th grade:  

✓ Enroll in Honors, Pre-IB & AP courses to prepare 
for the IB Diploma Program. 
o 9th graders often take AP US History, Pre-IB 

English, and Honors Biology. 
o 10th graders often take AP Government, Pre-IB 

English, and Honors Chemistry. 
✓ In 10th grade, enroll in European History (one-

semester) to help build IB assessment skills.  
✓ Students should also take a second language course 

in 9th and 10th grade.  

✓ Consider our Approaches to Learning (ATL) course 
to build academic and study skills.  

 

December of 10th grade: Attend IB Interest Meetings, 
including lunchtime sessions, Interest Night, and 
Alumni day. 
 

December/January of 10th grade: Meet with 
counselors and Mrs. Becraft, IB Coordinator, to discuss 
scheduling.  
 

August of 11th grade: Attend the IB Diploma program 
kick-off day!  
 

September of 11th grade: Officially start the IB 
Diploma Program! 
 

May of 11th grade: Depending on your specific course 
sequence, you may have one or two IB exams. 
 

September of 12th grade: Halfway through the 
Diploma program! 
 

May of 11th grade: Take your final IB exams! 
 

July: Receive your IB scores to earn your IB Diploma! ☺ 
 

 



 

Albert Einstein High School 
Sample IB DP Student Schedules 

 
The IB Diploma Program, although strict in its central requirements to earn the IB Diploma, does allow 
for personalization to allow each student to pursue their interests both in and out of the IB program. 
Below, there are some example schedules that illustrate how students may pursue different interests while 
completing the IB Diploma. Please also note that while we make every attempt to ensure students receive 
their choice courses, at times, there are scheduling conflicts between specific courses that make this 
impossible.   
 
Student #1: Student participating in VAPA (or other elective) & IB DP  
Key scheduling choices: 

• Reached IB Second Language level 6 & therefore tested HL in their Second Language 

• Taking a 1-year Group 3 (Science) 

• Taking a 1-year Group 6 elective course 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student #2: 2nd option for a student participating in VAPA (or other elective) & IB DP  
Key scheduling choices: 

• Reached IB Second Language level 5 by 11th grade & therefore tested SL in their Second Language in 11th grade 

• Taking a 1-year Group 6 elective course 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Group Subject 11th Grade 
11th grade 
IB Exam 

12th Grade 
11th grade 
IB Exam 

1 English IB English 1  IB English 2 HL 

2 Second Language IB Spanish 5 SL other course work  

3 Individuals and Society IB History 1  IB History 2 HL 

4 Experimental Science IB Physics 1  IB Physics 2 HL 

5 Mathematics H Algebra 2  IB Math Applications SL 

6 
Sixth Subject 
(Art or Elective) 

other course work  
IB Sports, Exercise & 

Health 
SL 

  TOK I / Extended Essay  TOK II /other course work  

 

Group Subject 11th Grade 
11th grade 
IB Exam 

12th Grade 
11th grade 
IB Exam 

1 English IB English 1  IB English 2 HL 

2 Second Language IB Spanish 5  IB Spanish 6 HL 

3 Individuals and Society IB History 1  IB History 2 HL 

4 Experimental Science VAPA course  IB Chemistry SL 

5 Mathematics H Pre-Calculus  IB Math Analysis SL 

6 
Sixth Subject 
 (Art or Elective) 

IB Geography SL VAPA course  

  TOK I / Extended Essay  TOK II /other course work  

 



Albert  Einste in  High School :   
IB  Diploma Program 4 -Year  Plan  

 

IB Diploma Candidates must take 6 IB subjects, one from each subject group, with the exception of group 6, which can be substituted with an elective from group 2, 3 or 4. 
✓ Students must be registered in the IB course during their testing year.  
✓ IB Diploma Candidates must take a minimum of 3 HL courses, but no more than 4. 

o HL = Higher Level (always 2-year course)  SL = Standard Level (can be 1 or 2-year course) 
o (1)= 1-year course  (2)= 2- year course 

 

Maryland high school diploma requirements: 

 1.0 PE  .5 Health   1.0 Tech Ed   1.0 Fine Art    

Group Subject Group Information Exam Information 

1 
English 

(Language & 
Literature) 

Group 1 information: 

✓ COURSE OPTIONS: English Literature HL (2) 
✓ All IB students take two years of IB English Literature.  

 

All students take the IB English 
Literature HL exam Senior year. 

2 

World 
Languages 

(Second 
Acquisition) 

Group 2 information: 
✓ COURSE OPTIONS: Spanish ab initio/SL/HL, French ab initio/SL/HL, or Japanese ab initio/SL 

✓ Individuals should seek teacher recommendation for exam level.  
✓ HL option- recommended for students in levels 6 or above 

✓ SL option- recommended for students in levels 5 or above 
✓ ab initio option- recommended for senior students who have taken a language for 3 years (level 3) 
✓ Students who reach level 7 should consider the IB Bilingual Diploma.  

Students test either Junior or Senior 
year depending on their language 

level and/or interest. 

3 
History 

(Individuals & 
Societies) 

Group 3 Exam info: 
✓ COURSE OPTIONS: History of the Americas HL (2) 
✓ ELECTIVE OPTIONS: Global Politics (1) & Geography (1) 

✓ All IB students take two years of IB History of the Americas (HL) for the IB Diploma and to earn MCPS credit for Modern 
World History. 

All students take the IB History HL 
exam Senior year. Student can take 
an IB History elective exam either 

Junior or Senior year. 

4 Science  

Group 4 Exam info: 
✓ COURSE OPTIONS: Biology HL (2), Chemistry SL (1), Physics SL/HL (2), Environmental Systems & Societies (1), & 

Sports, Exercise & Health Science (1) 

✓ SL option- take 1-year SL courses either 11th or 12th grade 
✓ HL option- must take IB Biology or Physics both years; HL Exam is in the 12th grade year 

 

Students take Biology and Physics 
exams during their Senior year. 

Students can take the other science 
exams either Junior or Senior year. 

5 
Mathematic

s 

Group 5 Exam info: 
✓ COURSE OPTIONS: IB Math Analysis SL (1) or IB Math Applications SL (1).  
✓ IB Math Analysis is a calculus-based math course. Students take IB Math Analysis following Honors Pre-Calculus.  

✓ IB Math Applications SL includes application of algebra 2, statistics and some calculus. Students take IB Math Applications 
following Honors Algebra 2. 

Students test either Junior or 
Senior year depending on their 

math sequencing. 

6 The Arts 

Group 6 Exam info: 
✓ COURSE OPTIONS: Art SL/HL (2) or Theatre SL/HL (2), or substitute with an additional Group 2, 3 or 4 course (such 

as Global Politics (1), Geography (1), Chemistry (1), Environmental SS (1), or Sports, Exercise & Health Science (1))  
✓  SL option- take 1-year SL courses either 11th or 12th grade, or take 2-year SL courses both years 

✓ HL option- must take both years; HL Exam is in the 12th grade year 

Students take Theatre and Visual 
Arts exams during their Senior year. 
Testing year for the substitute Group 

2, 3 or 4 exams depends on the 
course. 

Core TOK & EE 
✓ Junior year: TOK 1 (Semester 1)/Extended Essay (Semester 2) 

✓ Senior year: TOK 2 (Semester 1) 

Extended Essay and TOK 
assessments submitted Senior year 
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IB Diploma Program 
Components & Possible Scores 
 

Group 1: English 
Group 2: World Languages
Group 3: History
Group 4: Science
Group 5: Math
Group 6: Art or Elective
 

 

Summary of IB Diploma Attainment Requirements

1-7
1-7
1-7
1-7
1-7
1-7
 At least 3 but no more than 4 subjects

must be completed at Higher Level (HL).
Only 6 IB subjects- 1 in each group- may
contribute to the IB Diploma total score,
except to earn the IB Bilingual Diploma. 

Theory of Knowledge (ToK)
Extended Essay (EE)
 

A-E
A-E

See matrix below for how ToK and EE
grades of A-E contribute to 3 additional
points toward the IB Diploma total score.

Creativity-Action-Service Pass/Fail
CAS requirements are not assigned a
grade or score, but are rather met or not
met. Completion of the CAS requirements
are a requirement to each the IB
Diploma. 

Reminders:
SL = Standard Level  (one or two year course)

HL = Higher Level (always a two year course) 
 

SL & HL differentiation is not a difference in
quality of instruction, only quantity of
instructional time and the number of
assessments. This accommodates the IB
philosophy that every student does not
excel at every subject equally. Students can
thus choose to take the HL subjects they
are either interested in the most or excel in
the most.
 

 

 

 

 An IB score must have been awarded for each

of the six IB Diploma subjects, ToK, and the EE.

(Student must not have any scores of “N” –

meaning “no score awarded” – due to

malpractice or failure to submit an assessment

component.)

 CAS requirements must be met.

 Student must have a score of D or higher in

both ToK and the EE.

Student must earn at least 24 total points. (45

total pts. possible – 42 from IB subjects + 3 from

ToK/EE, see matrix below)

The student must earn a total of at least 12

points in HL subjects. (For candidates who

register for four HL subjects, the three highest

HL grades will count toward this total.)

Students who take 3 HL and 3 SL subjects must

earn at least 9 points total in the SL classes.

Students who take 4 HL and 2 SL subjects

must earn at least 5 points total in the SL

classes.

The student must earn a 2 or higher in all

subjects (no scores of 1).

There may be no more than two scores of 2,

overall.

There may be no more than three scores of 3 or

lower, overall.

Conditions Necessary to
Earn the IB Diploma

 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

 

The above requirements relate to the official
scores the student earns from IB (not the letter

grades the student earns in the IB classes at
AEHS). These requirements are set by IB, not by
MSDE, MCPS, & AEHS. IB Scores and IB Diploma

results are available to students in early July
after their senior year.

TOK/Extended Essay Point Matrix
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Summary of IB Diploma Attainment Requirements
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