CAREER PARTNERSHIP DAY

Diana Kirtley, Internship Coordinator

     The 17th annual Career Partnership Day, sponsored by the Greater Bethesda-Chevy Chase Chamber of Commerce in conjunction with Junior Achievement, was held on March 16, 2010.  This year 32 organizations hosted 130 B-CC juniors and seniors.

     The day began with a meet and greet breakfast in the B-CC Cafeteria.  Following a brief program, the 2010 Cynthia Clarke Career Builder’s Awards were presented to two staunch supporters of the Career Partnership Program:  Calvert Group LTD and the Montgomery County Police Department - 2nd District.  Accepting the award for the Calvert Group and the 2nd District Police District, respectively, were Ms. Lauren Lefkowitz and Ms. Wilhemina Hammond.  The Builder’s Award, named after Mrs. Clarke, is given every year in her honor to a business, government agency, and/or an individual(s) who has made an ongoing commitment to the students at B-CC.

     After breakfast, which was generously donated by Einstein’s Bagels, McDonald’s of Bethesda and Whole Foods Market Bethesda, each student went to one of the following organizations, each of which made special efforts to accommodate the large number of students and provide events that were both interesting and informative:

A Wider Circle
Bethesda-Chevy Chase Rescue Squad

Bethesda Elementary School

Bethesda Magazine

Bethesda Urban Partnership

Black’s Bar and Kitchen

Calvert Group, LTD.

Design One

Development Finance International

Embassy Suites at Chevy Chase Pavilion

Folger Shakespeare Library

GTM Architects

Hilton Garden Inn – Bethesda

Imagination Stage

Montgomery County Police Department – 2nd District

NIH/NOAA Recreation & Welfare Association

National Institute of Standards & Technology (NIST)

Office of Councilmember George Levanthal

Office of Dr. Cheryl Lee-Pow

Office of Dr. Stanley Mayer, DDS

Rock Creek Forest Elementary School

Strathmore Hall
Suburban Hospital

University of Maryland – Linguistics Lab

U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

U. S. Naval Medical Research Center

Village Green Apothecary

Voice of America

Westfield Montgomery 

Wink Eyecare Boutique

WUSA Channel 9

YMCA at Arylawn
     Students’ experiences were as varied as the organizations that hosted them, and the response in nearly every instance was overwhelmingly positive.  Space does not permit the recounting of all students’ experiences, but the following examples should suffice.  Students at Voice of America were given a tour of the organization and dispersed to a variety of departments.  A particular highlight for junior Nino Nadareishvili, a native Georgian interested in public relations, was being in the studio during a Georgian broadcast.  Students also sat in on editorial and marketing meetings, respectfully.    Senior Darcy O’Connor, interested in marketing and international relations, “enjoyed the marketing meeting where global World Cup promotions were being discussed.”    Senior Andrew Kragie shadowed Mr. Randy Schools, CEO of the Recreation & Welfare Foundation of NIH/NOAA, where his interest was piqued in working for the nonprofit world or in philanthropy.    Students at the U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission went on a tour of the Bethesda headquarters and the testing labs in Gaithersburg.  Senior Ella Kampelman said, “The lab was really interesting, especially learning about the dangers in children’s toys.  I learned a lot about the difficulties in determining the large number of unsafe products the CPSC works on each year.”  The Embassy Suites at Chevy Chase Pavilion offered students a rare behind the scenes look at the hard work, passion and drive the staff puts into every hotel service.  Junior Aliya Wilkes Klein says that she “learned that there are so many different aspects of hotel management and now I am interested in sales and management.”  Development Finance International provided junior Sam Taussig with what he described as “a highly valuable experience and introduction into the private sector of international finance.”   According to junior Elisa Hane, who spent the day at the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Rescue Squad, “there is a lot more to rescue work than just fire trucks and fire poles.”  Junior Gabriela Rubin, also at the Rescue Squad, had the unforgettable experience of accompanying the EMTs on a run, and said, “I have an incredible amount of respect for the hard work and time that is put in by both the volunteers and the staff who work for our community.  I am seriously considering volunteering myself.”  At Calvert, junior Zoe Thorpe learned about stock and bond markets, in addition to visiting sales and marketing.  Senior Joseph Valere “learned that Calvert serves institutional investors, workplace retirement plans, and more.”  After spending the day at NIST, junior Katherine Zhang says she “may want to pursue a career dealing with robotics or neutrons.”   Students enthusiastic about future careers in the arts visited Imagination Stage, where they saw a performance of Peter and the Wolf; senior Alison Silverstein observed that “it was really great also to hear from the administrative side of another not for profit arts organization and to learn the pieces of the puzzle that make programs successful.” Robert Hagerty, a junior who visited the U. S. Naval Medical Research Center, was extremely impressed by the complexities attendant to the decompression chamber with the pigs and the bio markers used to identify cascades in healthy or unhealthy wounds.   Nathan Shearer, an 11th grader who shadowed Sgt. Roy Russell of the Montgomery County Police – 2nd District, said “the ride along experience has confirmed my interest in law, law enforcement, and my desire to pursue a career in the legal system.”  Katya Barannik, a junior, said of her ride along experience, “I learned how important it is to have the skill of being able to talk with people meaningfully and objectively, regardless of the situation you are in.”      

      Overwhelmingly, sponsors were enthusiastic about the event and commented on the B-CC students’ professionalism, knowledge, willingness to learn, and genuine appreciation for the opportunity to spend a day in the workplace.  

     Again, heartfelt thanks to the Greater Bethesda-Chevy Chase Chamber of Commerce, Junior Achievement, and all the generous hosts who made this year’s Career Partnership Day possible.

