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A. Sorting is the grouping of items based on their similarities or differences.  For children to be able to sort, they need to be aware that items can have different attributes, such as size, color, shape, or use.  Children need many different experiences to become proficient at sorting.
Please complete at least two sorting activities with your child during the week of May 26.
Record the activities on the timeline.
· Letter Sort

1. Gather the Letter Tiles from the literacy learning packet.

2. Help your child sort the letters into two groups—letters that are in his/her name and letters that are not in his/her name.
3. Count how many letters are in each group and write the number.
· Count the number of letters in your child’s name.

· If your child is confident about sorting and letter identification, he/she can be encouraged to sort the letters in other ways.  Some suggestions include:

· Capital letters and lower case letters.

· Curved letters and straight letters.

· Letters with circles and letters with no circles.

· Tall letters and short letters (lowercase only).
       Count how many are in each group and write the number.
· Look for other opportunities for sorting in your daily routines.  For example, help your child sort his/her toys as they are put away.
B. Directional and Positional Words are necessary so that children are able to describe the location of objects.  Directional and positional words that are important for kindergarten students to understand include top, middle, bottom, above, below, beside, in front of, behind and next to.
Please complete at least two directional and positional word activities with your child during the week of June 8. 

Record the activities on the timeline.

· When you give your child directions, incorporate positional words.  For example, ask your child to put the book away on the middle shelf. Put the book in front of your chair.
· Go on a Shape Hunt.  (triangles, squares, circles, rectangles)

· Name the shapes 

· Use positional words to describe the shape’s location.
· Use the book, Where is Petey? from your resource packet.

· Have your child describe Petey’s location in the book. (i.e. on top of the stool)

· After reading the book ask your child to draw the following pictures of Petey:

· Under the bed

· In the shed

· In the tub

· Behind the door
C. Patterns are made up of a series of items that repeats.  Children look at the relationships among the parts of a pattern and focus on the information that allows them to predict what will come next.
Please complete at least two pattern activities with your child during the week of June 22.
Record the activities on the timeline.

· Bucket Patterns

1. Color and cut out the bucket cards on the buckets pattern sheet.

2. Create a simple pattern with the cards (blue bucket, green bucket, blue bucket, green bucket, and so on).

3. Discuss the sequence with your child.

4. Encourage your child to predict which color bucket would come next in the pattern.

5. Give your child the opportunity to use bucket cards to continue the pattern.

· Your child can use other items from your home to create patterns.  Buttons, lids, seeds, and shells are some items that could be used for patterning and that might be easily available in your home or outdoors. Have your child create his/her own pattern using the bucket cards.

· Encourage your child to look for patterns around him/her.  Your child might find patterns on his/her clothing, on household items, or on animals at the zoo.
· Make a pattern necklace by stringing beads, cereal, or dry pasta on a piece of yarn.

· Read books with a repetitive story pattern.  Some familiar patterned text stories include Bill Martin’s Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? and the traditional Gingerbread Man story.  

· Make fruit kabobs.  Have your child help you prepare a variety of bite-sized pieces of fruit (strawberries, grapes, banana slices, etc.).  Arrange the fruit pieces in a pattern on a wooden skewer for a fun snack.

· Create movement patterns with your child.  For example, do a pattern of clap, snap, clap, snap, and have your child copy you.  When he/she is ready, he/she can create a movement pattern for you to follow.
D. Number Sense is the beginning understanding of quantity and the need for counting. Children continue to develop number sense as they begin to use numbers in operations, build an understanding of place value, and devise flexible methods of computing and making estimates involving large numbers.  In kindergarten, children focus on the following skills:  one-to-one correspondence, number recognition, number relationships, and counting skills.   

· One-to-one correspondence:  A child’s ability to point to one object and say one number is the beginning understanding of one-to-one correspondence.  Children must understand that only one number name is used for each object that is counted. 
· Number recognition:  Children need to be able to identify and write numbers 1 – 31.  Children connect the spoken number names to concrete and picture representations to written symbols.
· Number relationships:  The concepts of “more,” “less,” and “same” are basic relationships contributing to the overall concept of number.  
· Counting skills:  Counting tells how many things are in a set.  When counting a set of objects, the last word in the counting sequence names the quantity for that set.
 Please complete at least two number sense activities with your child during the week of July 6.
Please complete two additional number sense activities during the week of July 22.
Record the activities on the timeline.

· Making Sets

1. Have your child select one numeral card and identify the numeral on the card.
2. Have your child find a number of objects to represent that numeral.  For example, if your child chooses the numeral 6, he/she can find a set of 6 toy cars, or 6 buttons, or 6 pieces of cereal.

3. Repeat with other numeral cards.
4. Draw a picture of the objects and write the number.
· Put the numeral cards in order from 1-9. Make counting plates.  Label each of 9 small plates with a numeral from 1-9. Your child can choose a plate, read the numeral on the plate, and count that many objects onto the plate.  Continue until all plates are completed, then your child can arrange the plates in order from 1-9.  If your child is ready, you can label the plates with numerals 10-19.

· Look for numerals around you.  Encourage your child to identify numerals in signs and in your home.

· Play Squash.  Make a group of balls from playdough.  Call out a number and have your child “squash” that many playdough balls with his/her hand.

· Count the Days 

1. Look at the August calendar included in the resource packet.

2. Help your child locate today’s date on the calendar and mark the date with an X.

3. Help your child locate Monday, August 29.  Explain that this is the first day of kindergarten.  With your child, count the number of days from today’s date until the start of school.

· Each day, have your child mark off another date on the calendar and count the remaining days until the start of school.

· Reinforce number sequence by playing Counting Line.  Say, “Let’s count to five.  Stamp your foot each time we count up to five.”  Then, do this along with your child.  Then say, “This time when we count to five, raise your hands in the air when you say five.” Then, stamp 1, 2, 3, 4, and when saying 5, raise your hands in the air.  Repeat with different activities and numbers.

· Add other special days (birthdays, playdates) to the calendar and count the days until those special events.
· Make a chain of construction paper links to count the days until the start of school.  Have one link for each day until the start of school.  Each day, your child can remove one link from the chain.
· Making Numerals

1.  Cut out the numeral cards.

2.  Your child can use playdough to form the numerals, using the numeral cards as a model.  If you do not have playdough, your child can trace over the numeral forms with his/her finger.

· Make a counting book.  Write a numeral on a piece of paper and have your child illustrate a set to match the numeral.  The illustration could be a picture drawn by your child or pictures cut from a magazine.
· Make a group of balls from playdough.  Play: Is it more? Is it less?  Is it equal? 
· Ask your child to create two sets of playdough balls, for example a set of 4 balls and a set of 6 balls.  
· As you point to each set, asks your child, Is it more? Is it less?  Is it equal?
· Guide your child to develop strategies to answer the questions.

· Match one to one

· Counting

· Look for natural opportunities throughout the day for your child to practice his/her counting skills.  For example, he/she can count the number of plates needed to put on the table for a meal.

· Play How Many Ways?  Have your child use his/her fingers to show different numbers.  Say, “Show me 4 on your fingers.”  Your child might show 4 several ways:  4 fingers on one hand, 2 fingers on each hand, or 1 finger on one hand and 3 fingers on the other hand.  Ask your child to tell how he/she made 4, then challenge him/her to try to make 4 a different way with his/her fingers.  Repeat this activity with other numbers.

· Play Copy my Number.  Make a set of items.  Have your child count the set and make his/her own set that contains the same number of items.

Supplies and Cut Outs
1) Color three buckets green, three yellow, and three blue.

2) Cut out the buckets.

3) Copy the pattern
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Listed below are the four fundamental components to building a strong beginning to your child’s math knowledge.


Sorting


Directional and Positional Words


Patterning


Number Sense





Before each group of activities, the component is defined to provide parents with a background on the building blocks for math learning.    
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