
KP EagleNews
A Note from the Principal 
Dear Kensington Parkwood Families and Community,  

We have completed the first quarter and everyone has settled into our school routines. 
Adjusting to the rigors and length of the school day is critical to the ability of a student to 
effectively engage in learning. This year the schedule was designed to provide a balance of 
academic time as well as lunch and recess blocks with little overlap. For example, the 
kindergarten classes are able to eat by themselves and they do not share their recess 
except for a 10 minute overlap at the end. In addition, our kindergarten is one of the few in 
the county to have a second recess in the afternoon. Other grades have in-class breaks. 
Last year, kindergarten and third grade ate at the same lunch block. 116 students in one 
grade eating in 35 minutes can be overwhelming so when there are over 200 students in the 
lunchroom you can imagine the atmosphere. Even with these changes, we know some 
students might need more support to adjust. Your child’s teacher and our counselor can be 
a great resource.   

November is the time for parent conferences. We have two half days set aside for the 
conferences. Teachers have a good sense of your child’s strengths and areas of growth. 
Remember every year and every grade presents a new learning for students and in some 
grades the transition involves more work. In particular, first and third grades are important 
because a student is moving from early childhood to primary and from primary to 
intermediate grades. Moving to first grade means more writing, deeper comprehension and 
an expectation for students to have the ability to read longer passages independently. Third 
grade is equally challenging in that the work demands increase, as does the pace, and 
students are also moving to work with different teachers for social studies and science. I 
have identified some suggestions to make these conferences productive.  

• Start with a positive attitude. Don’t waste valuable conference time by focusing on the 
negative. You and the teacher are a team.  Positive comments such as “How can we 
solve this problem working together?” will be the first step in coming up with good 
solutions. 

• Let the teacher know if there is a particular topic you want to discuss. If you want to 
talk about your child’s progress in reading, let the teacher know. He’ll be able to have 
test scores, textbooks, and other material on hand to aid your discussion. 

• What groups has my child been assigned to? Is my child finishing the work assigned 
in class? The most important question of all is “How can I help my child at home?” 
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Key Dates 
NOVEMBER 4 - 12 
Scholastic Book Fair, 
Media Center 

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 5 
Retakes for School 
Pictures 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 8 
Early Release, 1:20 PM 

KP Singers Mini Concert, 
6:45 PM, All Purpose Room

Family Movie Night, 7:15 
PM, All Purpose Room

MONDAY NOVEMBER 11 
Early Release & Parent-
Teacher Conferences, 1:20 
PM 

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 12 
Early Release & Parent-
Teacher Conferences, 1:20 
PM 

WED NOVEMBER 20 
Report Card Distribution 

WED NOVEMBER 27 
Early Release, 1:20 PM 

NOVEMBER 28-29 
Thanksgiving Break, No 
School

SATURDAY DECEMBER 7 
Art Sale

EDITOR: Sandra Matus

(continued on page 3)

kppta.org

http://kppta.org


 2

A Note from the PTA President 
Dear KP Families, 

As I sit down to write this, I can hardly believe it’s November already! The past month was a busy one at KP. I hope 
everyone enjoyed the KP Halloween Parade, class parties and trick-or-treating (despite the rainy weather).  

Earlier last month we had a great Open House where family members had a chance to see the students in action in the 
classroom. A special thanks to Principal Ross, Asst. Principal Hambrecht and the front office for welcoming everyone 
into the school that morning. 

We also had our first full PTA Membership meeting where we discussed the current proposal for re-opening Woodward 
HS, WJ Cluster updates, changes to the math curriculum, and tips for dealing with head lice. Meeting minutes and slide 
presentations can be found on the KPPTA.org website under “Forms & Documents” or by clicking here. 

Your Diversity & Inclusion Committee organized two wonderful assemblies at KP put on by Discovery Theater for 
Hispanic Heritage Month. A special thanks to Vanessa Eisemann from the D&I Committee for her leadership on 
assemblies this year. Stay tuned for info on upcoming assemblies focused on Black History Month and on anti-bullying. 

A look at what’s ahead in November: 
• The Scholastic Book Fair is coming November 4-12 to the Media Center! This year it will feature a KP Movie Night 

on Friday, Nov 8th in the APR (book fair will stay open late that night). The event will kick off with a mini-concert by 
the KP Singers at 6:45pm followed by a screening of “Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs.” The 5th Grade will be 
holding a bake sale and offering popcorn and candy at the movie. Please come in PJs and bring a blanket to sit 
on. 

• Freed Photography will be at KP to do Picture Retakes on Tuesday, November 5th. Please make sure to let the 
front office know if you’d like your child to have their picture retaken. 

• Monday, Nov 18 we will be providing breakfast to KP Teachers and Staff courtesy of 4th grade families. The link 
for 4th grade families to donate something is on the PTA website under “Announcements” or by clicking here. 

• Save the date for KP Math Night Dec. 10th at 7pm. Please consider filling out the quick Math Night Survey so we 
can tailor to evening to your needs. The Survey link can be found here. We will have an abbreviated PTA 
Membership meeting at the start of Math Night. There will be babysitting in the Overlook Room from 6:30-9 PM. 

A complete list of events, school closings, early release days, etc. can be found on the Calendar page at KPPTA.org. I 
hope you enjoy the month ahead and have a wonderful Thanksgiving Break. As always, please feel free to reach out to 
me with questions or concerns anytime at info@kppta.org. 

Warmly, Anna Sachs

Calling 4th Grade Families 
Please join us in providing breakfast for our wonderful KP Teachers and Staff on Monday, November 18th. Signup 
here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4eaea6283-kpstaff4 

Items can be brought directly to KP on 11/18 by 8:15 am, or contributions can be dropped off over the weekend of 
11/15 to:  Stacey Singer @ 10108 Wildwood Rd, or Anna Sachs @ 3711 Farragut Ave. 

With much appreciation, Stacey and Anna, Hospitality Chairs

http://KPPTA.org
https://www.kppta.org/forms-documents
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4eaea6283-kpstaff4
http://KPPTA.org
mailto:info@kppta.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4eaea6283-kpstaff4
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Thank You! 
Thank you to the following 5th Grade 
Families that helped sponsor the 
delicious Staff Breakfast in October: 

Lisa Zelermyer 
Kim Stokes 
Denise Shanahan 
Amanda Jones 
Leslie Strachan 
Robin Hart 
Susan VanHorn 
Michelle Tamaro 
Trish Stone 
Emily Sears 
Lisa Welsien 
Susan Pugach 
Brenda Chow 
Andrea Fries 
Roger Phillips 
Kim Fisher 
Maria Martinez 
Kara Blond 
Catherine Hussey 
Anne Lichter 
Grace Kaye 

A Note from the Principal (continued) 
• Be specific. Bring with you any work that is of concern. Describe 

clearly any situations in the classroom that make your child 
uneasy. Ask the teacher to describe your child’s strengths and 
weaknesses. Ask to see your child’s work. 

• Exchange information. Let the teacher know about any situation 
at home that may affect your child’s school work, such as a death 
in the family, a new baby, or a change in daycare arrangements. 

• Take notes. Your conference may result in several actions for both 
you and the teacher. Taking notes will help you remember what 
was discussed and what was agreed upon. 

• Support yourself. If you are not confident about your 
communications skills, bring someone to help. If your 
understanding of English worries you, bring a friend to translate.  

• Discuss the whole child. Your child’s social and emotional 
development is as important as academic success.  Include 
questions about her interaction with other children and 
willingness to participate in class discussions. 

• Leave with a plan. The conference should end with a clear 
statement of what you will do and what the teacher will do. 
Schedule follow-up meetings or telephone calls to be sure the 
plan is working. 

While you are in the building, please be sure to take advantage and 
support the school by visiting our Book Fair. Last year, enough money 
was raised to help us begin to build an innovation lab and we hope to 
add additional resources.  

Sincerely, 
Principal Ross

Halloween Candy Buy Back 
The KPPTA Community Service Committee is collecting any extra candy 
after Halloween. We'll be happy to take those extra treats off your hands 
and send them over to Kensington Natural Smiles for delivery to 
Operation Gratitude. 

A candy collection bin will be placed in the school's Administrative 
Offices on Friday, November 1 through the morning of Tuesday, 
November 5. In case you don't get a chance to drop the candy off at 
school, over the weekend there will be a candy collection bin on the front 
porch of 10547 St. Paul Street (Casey Crimmins home).  

Thank you, 
KPPTA Community Service Committee

Math Night 
Save the date: December 10th! KP is 
hosting a Family Math Night for adults 
(parents and caregivers) only. This is an 
opportunity for you to learn more about 
our new math curriculum and how to 
support your child(ren) at home.  

The agenda is: 
6:30-7:00 PTA Meeting 
7:00-7:15 Math Night Opening 
7:15-8:30 Two rotations of math night 
activities for adults 

If you haven't, please use this link to 
complete the quick (3 minute) survey by 
November 4th so we can tailor the 
evening's learning to your needs! 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
KPmath19

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KPmath19
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KPmath19


Meet Krista Lottes!  
This is Ms. Lotte's first year as KP's Music Teacher. Let's learn more about her.�

I was born in Washington, D.C. and now I live in 

Baltimore, MD - right near UMBC.  My birthday is 

December 9th. My favorite color is orange, my favorite season 

is fall      , and my favorite day of the year is Christmas.  I 
love to eat ice cream     ...I have a huge sweet 
tooth!  While I'm not at school, I like to exercise         and 
spend time with my family.  On a Sunday afternoon, I 

like to relax with my family (but usually I end up 
doing lots of         !).  My first job was a Kennel 
Assistant at an animal hospital      when I was 
16.  I'm inspired by music   teachers that I had as a 
student.  People might not know that when I was 3 
months old I had surgery that was performed by 

Dr. Ben Carson    .  If I could wear only one color it would be blue.  If I were stranded on a desert island, I'd 

take my phone, a book, as much coffee as I could pack!  I love my family     , waking 
up early (usually around 3:45), coffee        and The Office         !

Each month we’ll share a profile of a KP teacher or member of the staff so you can get to know some of the incredible 
people who make KP an amazing school! 



Support WJ Cluster Schools Nov. 7 

Support WJ Cluster Schools Nov. 7: Attend CIP Hearing & Wear Your WJHS Green!

Our PTA is asking YOU to get involved by attending public hearings on the upcoming 2021-2026 Capital Improvements 
Program (CIP)/Master Plan. MCPS Superintendent Dr. Jack Smith released his recommended CIP on Oct. 25. Years of 
PTA advocacy around overcrowding in our schools have helped prompt this year's proposals for planning a new 
elementary school and a plan to re-open a brand-new Woodward High School - which our elementary school children in 
the WJ Cluster could attend as school boundaries are reviewed. But our work isn't done yet - the plan to re-open 
Woodward is proposed as a phased project and is partially unfunded, risking development of key infrastructure at the 
new school that is considered standard facilities at other local high schools: A stadium, auditorium, ballfields, and an 
auxiliary gym, among other improvements. 

Please support the PTA! Attend and participate in the Thursday, Nov. 7 meeting (6 PM) at the MCPS Carver Educational 
Services Center on 850 Hungerford Drive in Rockville, MD. PTA representatives and members from the WJ Cluster are 
already scheduled to speak (if interested, sign up in advance to speak by using the link below - speaking slots are 
limited). 

We've found that showing up in person wearing your WJ Green is a very effective way of sending a message to the Board 
of Education, so please consider attending! If you can't make it Nov. 7, please consider one of the other upcoming Board 
of Education Public Meetings: 

Monday, November 4, 2019 @ 10:00am – CIP Work Session 
Tuesday, November 5, 2019 @ 6:00pm – CIP Public Hearing 
Thursday, November 7, 2019 @ 6:00pm – CIP/Forest Knolls, Montgomery Knolls, Pine Crest Boundary Study Public 
Hearing 
Tuesday, November 19, 2019 @ 2:00pm – CIP Work Session 

Please check the BOE website for up-to-date calendar of meetings and to sign up should you wish to testify at any of the 
scheduled meetings.  The BOE website is: https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/boe/community/participation.aspx
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Eaglenet Switching to Google Groups 
You may have heard that Yahoo is changing the way that they manage their groups. The KPPTA listserv, Eaglenet, will 
now be hosted by Google Groups. If you were already a member of Eaglenet, you have already been added to the 
new listserv. 

• To send an email to Eaglenet, send to kpeaglenet@kppta.org.
• New members: To subscribe to the new google group, visit https://groups.google.com/a/kppta.org/d/forum/

kpeaglenet

As of November 1, the yahoo listserv will no longer be active.  Questions or concerns? Communications@kppta.org.  

Thanks for your patience as we navigate this change!  

KPPTA

mailto:kpeaglenet@kppta.org
mailto:Communications@kppta.org
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/boe/community/participation.aspx


, Book Fair Committee Co-Chairs
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In the Art Room 
The first week of November we will work on finalizing 
our pieces for the Art Gallery and Sale on Saturday 
December 7, 2019. Our next projects will be 
sculptures made from clay.  Students will discover 
Alebrijes, Mexican Folk-Art sculptures created in 1930 
by Pedro Linares Lopez and then will use that 
inspiration to create their own fantastical creatures out 
of clay. 

Green Team Fall Fun 
Milkweed for Monarchs (caterpillar pictured below), 
planted last spring by 2nd grade, fed dozens of monarch 
caterpillars near the front entrance of KP in September. 
In October, about 100 3rd graders spent a few hours 
spreading mulch in our outdoor classroom, staining 
wooden picnic tables, removing invasive exotics from 
native plants, cleaning bird feeders, and removing 6 
bags of trash from our Schoolyard Habitat. The 5th grade 
Green Team students began working on removing 
invasive exotics and trail maintenance in the restoration 
of our Schoolyard Habitat. Stay posted on instagram 
@kpgreenteam or email kpgreenteam@gmail.com.   

Welcome to the KP Green Team! 

Join & Give to PTA Today!  
Two easy steps: 

1. Click on this link: https://www.kppta.org/
membership 

2. Give what you can – the PTA suggests $110 or 
more per student. 

  
That’s it. You’re done. Cross it off the list. 

We thank you!! 

Kara Blond and Amy Seidler, 
Eagle Fund Co-Chairs

KP Singers Mini Concert   
Our first performance will be providing a musical 
greeting as families enter the Family Movie Night on 
Friday, November 8th! Doors open at 6:30 PM. Come 
hear what we've prepared!

mailto:kpgreenteam@gmail.com
https://www.kppta.org/membership
https://www.kppta.org/membership


Recognizing and Reporting 
Child Abuse and Neglect 
Training 
• If you tried to take the training via the parent’s portal 

and you were not able to do it, please try the following: 
 --Use ONLY google chrome 
 --Use a gmail account and if you don’t have one, 
    CREATE one 
 --The access codes and passwords that you will 
    need to use, to enter the portal, are specific to 
    each student. If you don’t have that/those  
    codes please email Mrs. Carol Friedman  
    (Carol_S_Friedman@mcpsmd.org) to request it.  

This training it is not needed for the following school 
events: 

• Open House 
• Halloween party and parade 
• Valentine’s party 
• Field day 
• Reading a book to a class.   

However, this training IS REQUIRED for: 
• Volunteering in classrooms 
• Volunteering during lunch and recess 
• Field Trips 

Early Release Lunch Schedule 
There are 4 early release days in November. Please see 
the school’s schedule for lunch and recess for half days 
if you are thinking of volunteering those dates. During 
early release dates, kids do not have recess, so the 
help is mainly needed during lunch. 

As always if you have any questions, feel free to reach 
out to us anytime. 

Megan (mgatski@gmail.com)   
Ileana  ileana2480@gmail.com ) 
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From the Media Center 
I want to take a moment that thank everyone who 
participated in our first ever Book Character Pumpkin 
display! We had some awesome submissions and 
beautiful pumpkins. You all helped make our library 
more beautiful during these festive times! Check out 
some of the pumpkins on our KP Media website! 

Also, the book fair is coming to the media center this 
month! From November 4 to 13, the media center will 
be the main grounds for our wonderful book fair. I look 
forward to see everyone get their books from the fair 
this year! As a reminder, since we have the book fair, 
students will not be checking out their books from the 
library during this time. All books checked out before 
the book fair are due November 13, or as indicated on 
the back of your child’s book. 

K & 1st Grade: Students will continue to be read books 
about Fall or the upcoming festivity, such as 
Thanksgiving, and review concepts of the book. This 
can range from sequencing the order of the book or  
labeling the character and setting from the story. 

2nd & 3rd Grades: We will be focusing on Common 
Sense media lessons, our digital citizenship curriculum. 
This is something we focus throughout the year, and will 
be revisited later on in the year. Students will also 
review Destiny Discover, our school’s catalog and learn 
how to effectively search for books. 

After the book fair, it will be a busy time for us in the  
media center, as we try to put books back for everyone 
to check out! As always, we are looking for volunteers 
to come help shelve books in our wonderful media 
center. You can sign up to be a parent volunteer on our  
KPES Media Center website-- no experience is required 
and we are completely flexible with time! 

mailto:mgatski@gmail.com
mailto:ileana2480@gmail.com
mailto:Carol_S_Friedman@mcpsmd.org


Lunch and Recess Volunteers Needed 
Recess/lunch time is an important break to have fun and recharge. KP provides 
recess aides, but with  so many students at recess/lunch, we ask for volunteers to 
be extra eyes and hands to help the children have a safe and fun break. Volunteers 
can help start games, keep an eye out for any students that may be feeling left out, 
escort injured students to the nurse, and make sure the playing is fun for everyone. 
At lunch, the students often need help opening packaged food, getting an extra 
napkin, etc. 

Any adult who has completed the KP child abuse awareness training within the last 
three years can volunteer during any recess/lunch, including rainy days, late starts, and early dismissal. 

The following are suggested months for parents/loved ones to volunteer at least once to ensure we have 
sufficient volunteers throughout the year: 

      Grade  Recess Lunch 
K  11:40-12:05 11:10-11:40 
1st  12:45-1:20 12:10-12:45 
2nd  11:05-11:40 11:40-12:15 
3rd  12:50-1:25   1:25-2:00 
4th   11:55-12:30 12:30-1:05 
5th     1:35-2:10   1:00-1:35 

1) Before volunteering, complete your child abuse and neglect awareness training online: http://
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/childabuseandneglect/ Certificate is valid for 3 years 
2) Read, sign, and submit to the front office the “KP Recess and Lunch Volunteers Instructions and 
Guidelines” found under Parent Resources at the KP PTA website (http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
schools/parkwoodes/about/ ) 
3) Check in at the front office (Driver's License or Passport required) and get your visitor badge 
4) Go to the recess blacktop/play area and/or all-purpose room (for rainy days, ask the front office 
where your child’s class is during recess). 

Thanks,  
Megan and Ileana  
(Recess Volunteer Coordinators and 1st grade moms)  
mgatski@gmail.com and ileanairene2003@yahoo.com.ar 

November Harris Lietzke Stiger Klipstein Barr

December Levine Magginson Willis Lee Ready

January Scott Zeidman Park Mickelson

February Carbajales Anderson Lynch Drayton Cuming

March Fam Jadali Simala Klipstein Serafini

April Harris Lietzke Stiger Lee Iciek

May Levine Magginson Willis Park Fallon

June Sears Scott Zeidman Fam Carbajales

 9

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/childabuseandneglect/
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/childabuseandneglect/
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/parkwoodes/about/
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/parkwoodes/about/
mailto:mgatski@gmail.com
mailto:ileanairene2003@yahoo.com.ar
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Kindergarten
In science, students will be observing weather conditions 
to describe patterns over time.  During this time they will 
be using and creating tools to explore rain and wind.  

In social studies, students will explore various aspects of 
geography. They will first develop understanding of the 
globe as a model of the Earth that shows both landforms 
and bodies of water. Next, students will identify different 
kinds of landforms and bodies of water. Finally, students 
will distinguish between human-made and physical 
features. 

In math, kindergarteners will focus on geometry.  
Students will practice classifying flat shapes and solid 
shapes according to their defining attributes. Next, 
students will recognize the presence of flat shapes within 
solid shapes. Finally, kindergartners will discriminate 
between two-dimensional and three-dimensional shapes. 

In writing, we will continue to focus on Expression of 
Thoughts and Ideas. We will use a combination of 
drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event 
or several loosely linked events and provide a reaction to 
what happened. At home, please encourage your child 
to write simple sentences by spelling words phonetically 
and/or using letters from consonant sounds to label 
illustrations. 

As readers, kindergarteners are continuing to focus on 
learning all of their letters and sounds.  We are learning 
new sight words each week. We are beginning to meet in 
our reading groups where we can really focus on 
learning to read. As we read stories this month, we will 
focus on the characters, setting and events in a story.  
We will also learn to retell a story. Finally, we will talk 
about the roles of the author and the illustrator. 

First Grade
Reading - We will start by reading literary texts. We will 
continue to describe characters, settings, and major 
events using key details, and ask/answer questions 
about those key details, but we will also compare the 
adventures/experiences of characters in different stories.   
As the second quarter continues, we will shift to reading 
more informational texts, mostly related to the content in 

science. We will identify the main idea, use illustrations 
and words in the text to describe key ideas, and clarify 
vocabulary in the text. In small groups, we will be 
working on doing these tasks in writing. 

Writing - We will begin by writing an informative text 
about how we live, work, or play. We will include facts 
from our background knowledge and write in complete 
sentences using capital letters and endmarks. Our next 
writing piece will be an opinion piece about a book of our 
choosing. We will include reasons to support our 
opinions.  

Math - Students will solve addition and subtraction math 
stories with unknown numbers. We will use number paths 
and represent work pictorially to show a complete 
understanding of problems solved. Later on, students will 
work on decomposition strategies to solve subtraction 
problems.   

Social Studies - We will begin quarter two with the 
measurement topic of culture. We will begin by focusing 
on the social skills necessary for working in cooperative 
groups. We will discuss traditions and customs of 
families in the community. We will also observe and 
describe ways people in their school and community 
meet human needs.   

Science - We will jump right into quarter two by 
identifying examples of how animals and humans send 
messages with light and sound. We will then investigate 
to provide evidence that vibrations can make sound. 
Finally, we will plan and conduct an investigation to 
determine the effect of placing objects made with 
different materials in the path of a beam of light. 

Second Grade
In writing, we took our first information piece on a healthy 
food through the writing process. We began by 
researching healthy eating habits and the food groups.  
Then, each student chose a healthy food they would 
research further and write about. Students then used an 
organizer to collect information they read and used this 
organizer to write the different parts of their nonfiction 
book. Students revised, edited, and are now completing 
final drafts. We will end the quarter with opinion writing.  

Grade & Team Information
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In reading, we have begun our study of nonfiction books 
and text features. Students are learning all about each of 
the text features within informational texts and how they 
help readers. We are learning that all nonfiction texts 
have a main topic or main idea. We are also practicing 
reading a text and being able to identify what the 
author’s purpose of writing the text might be.  

In science we are learning about Structures and Matter. 
We started out our unit creating our own playground 
structures and learning about what is needed to create 
structures. We then moved on to the specific materials 
and how they can be characterized by their measurable 
properties. Different materials with different properties 
are suited to different uses. We will continue our 
investigations by describing and classifying different 
kinds of materials by their observable properties. 

In math we have been exploring place value and unit 
value. We have bundled and counted units up to a 
thousand, and counted up and down from 90 to 1,000 
using increments of one, ten, and 100. Recently we have 
learned how to represent numbers in standard form 
(162), written form (one hundred sixty two), and 
expanded form (100+60+2). We have even practiced 
reading numbers out of order (60+2+100;  6 tens, 2 
ones, 1 hundred; 16 tens and 2 ones).  

Third Grade
The second book report was sent home with your child.  
They are to read a realistic fiction chapter book that they 
may use as their reading homework and weekly RAH 
letters. They will begin by identifying the story elements 
including characters, setting, and problem. They will use 
the book and story elements to design a “new” cereal 
box and present their new cereal to the class. They may 
also create an optional short 30 – 60 second commercial 
for their cereal. The book report is due Tuesday, 
November 20. 

In reading, we will be starting the second quarter by 
reading narrative poems. We will be identifying stanzas 
and lines, literal and nonliteral language, and similes. We 
will then move into reading and performing plays for a 
few weeks, followed by informational texts. 

In math, we are continuing through Eureka Module 2 
which covers “Place Value and Problem Solving with 
Units of Measure.” So far, we have explored time by 
reading clocks, elapsed time, and word problems using 
units of time. We also started measuring with kilograms, 
and grams. We will continue to explore these topics 
while also bringing in rounding, and two- and three-digit 
addition and subtraction using standard algorithms. Mid 
way through November we return to Multiplication and 
Division using units of 0, 1, 6-9 and multiples of 10 in 
Module 3. There are many parent resources available for 
all Eureka curriculums through their website: https://
greatminds.org/math/parents  

Please make sure to contact your child’s teacher if you 
have not signed up for a conference time yet. We look 
forward to seeing you at conferences! 

Fourth Grade
In social studies, students will continue to research the 
Native American tribes that lived in the United States in 
order to identify how they used natural resources to 
survive. In writing, students will continue to work on their 
historical fiction narratives, based on a key event in 
history that they researched. In science, students are 
studying what energy is and are learning about the many 
different types of energy. Classroom experiments will 
explore how energy can be transferred from place to 
place by sound, light, heat, and electric currents. In 
reading, we will be studying plays, identifying the 
elements of a play and determining what we can learn 
from them. In Math 4, we will finish our unit on metric 
measurement and conversions in Module 2 and then 
begin Module 3 by learning different strategies to 
multiply and divide multi-digit numbers. In Math 4/5, we 
will be multiplying and dividing whole numbers using 
various strategies, and solving multi-step problems 
involving distance, time, mass and money. 

Fifth Grade 
In reading, students are continuing to study informational 
texts. Particularly, students are analyzing texts to pick 
out key details and identify the main idea. We are also 
reading informational text to identify the text structure 
used by the author. Soon we will be reading Tall Tales 
with a focus on theme and figurative language. In 
writing, 5th graders are writing a comparison essay on 

Grade & Team Information, continued

https://greatminds.org/math/parents
https://greatminds.org/math/parents
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Grade & Team Information,  
continued

Music Room Beat 
Kindergarten and 1st Grade - As the first marking period 
ends, we have been creating our own performances. In 
these performances we took songs that we loved 
singing in the first marking period and made our own 
expressive changes. Students were able to choose 
instruments to accompany the song as well as make 
some of their own interpretations. We also have started 
to add more and more instruments to what we are able 
to play.  

2nd Grade - We are starting to get ready for our field trip 
to the Strathmore. We will be attending a concert on 
Friday, November 22nd where we get to learn about 
instruments of the orchestra. To prepare we will be 
learning about different instrument families as well as 
how to add texture to different songs.  

3rd-5th grade - We are finishing up our compositions for 
the end of the marking period. Students are using 
familiar rhythms as well as different key signatures to 
compose short songs. We performed our compositions 
for our peers and practiced evaluating performances. 
5th grade even wrote their own Blues lyrics, after 
attending the Blues Concert at Strathmore.  

Students in grades 1-5 really enjoyed learning about 
Stevie Wonder during October. Ask your KP musician 
about their favorite Stevie Wonder song. In November 
we will be studying Ludwig van Beethoven. Make sure to 
ask your musician about an interesting fact about 
Beethoven! 

Follow what we are doing in the music room by taking a 
look at Mrs. Lottes's twitter account. @LottesMusicRoom  

Physical Education 
Grades K-2 - In the primary grades we 
will be working on the concepts of 
throwing and catching, relationships 
with objects, relationships with body 
parts, and the effects of exercise on 
the body. Activities will include 
throwing and catching with various 
objects, overhand and underhand 
throwing games, and aerobic 
exercises. 

Grades 3-5 - In the upper grades, we will be working on 
the concepts of throwing and catching, striking with body 
parts to a partner, effort and improvement, and goal 
setting. Activities will include individual and team throwing 
and catching games, volleyball skills, fitness challenges, 
and strength activities. 

scientists and engineers. Next, they will use this 
knowledge to plan a mission to Mars. 

In math, 5th graders are continuing to work on 
multiplication. Specifically, they are using the standard 
algorithm to multiply whole numbers and multiplying 
whole numbers by decimal fractions. Students in 5/6 
math are reaching the end of the 5th grade curriculum 
and beginning work on 6th grade math. Students will 
explore and classify different ratios and rates by finding 
missing values and converting customary units.

KP Movie Night  
Friday November 8 at 7:15 pm

"Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs" 
Showing in the All Purpose Room. Bring blankets, pillows, and 

low lawn chairs and wear pajamas!


