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Key Dates

A Note from the Principal

TUESDAY MARCH 10

Dear Kensington Parkwood Families and Community,

Hearing and Vision
Screening
WEDNESDAY MARCH 11
Hearing and Vision
Screening
FRIDAY MARCH 13
Breakfast & Books 3rd-5th
Grade, 8:30-9:25 AM, APR
FRIDAY MARCH 13
3rd Grade Career Day, 9:45
AM-12 PM
SATURDAY MARCH 14
Skate Night, 6:30-8:30 PM,
Wheaton Ice Arena
SATURDAY MARCH 21
KP Yard Sale, 9:00 AM-12
PM
THURSDAY MARCH 26
PTA Meeting, 7:30 PM
FRIDAY MARCH 27
3rd Marking Period Ends,
Early Release, 1:20 PM
THURSDAY APRIL 2
Science Fair, 7:30 PM

Earlier this week I was finally able go outside to spend some time with our Green team.
This year we have a dedicated group of 5th grade students who meet, eat and work
outside for lunch and recess one day a week. We walked the maintenance path and then
had a wonderful lunch outside. The students were eager and ready to get to work. The
sponsor, Mr. Lynch, is our own in-house Master Naturalist. He brings a wealth of
experience and knowledge. He is also the father to two KP students. We also have a
school team made up of teachers from every grade. This is a new teacher work group that
has really taken off with great success. The additional school space allows for small
groups of students to experience nature in a separate setting than the playing fields. They
have gained so much knowledge and appreciation for their school grounds. There are
numerous studies as to the benefits of experiencing nature. Additionally, this April, Mrs.
Kelley-Conner is running a storm drain art contest the week before our Earth Day
Celebration. The painting of the storm drain in the lower lot is planned for April 23rd and
24th. Stay tuned for more news on our Earth Day celebration plans.
This month we have a career day for the third grade. This was planned by the PTA and will
be on March 13th. The community has responded so favorably and I know the students
will love hearing about the range of career options. Looking ahead to April, our Spring
Break is on April 6th -13th and then kindergarten orientation is April 23rd and 24th.
Finally, I know many are very concerned about the spread and rise of the Coronavirus
across the United States. Our building service team is well stocked with sanitizing wipes,
hand sanitizer, 3M- Disinfectant, and foaming hand soap in order to ensure the building is
cleaned daily. We are also encouraging and providing extra time for student to wash
hands and use hand sanitizer. We will communicate any important messages promptly.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Candace Ross,
Principal

MONDAY APRIL 6
through
MONDAY April 13
Spring Break, No School
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A Note from the PTA President
Dear KP Families,Dear KP Families,
We’ve made it to March! I have two important things I’d like to bring to everyone’s attention.
PTA NOMINATING COMMITTEE NEEDED ASAP!
Most importantly, we need VOLUNTEERS to join the PTA Nominating Committee by March 8th per our PTA by-laws.
This Nominating Committee consists of 5 volunteers who assemble the slate of candidates for the next PTA board. The
committee’s work takes place entirely in March and April, with the new slate of officers presented by Friday, May 2nd to
PTA membership via email. The PTA members then vote on the PTA officer candidates on Tuesday, May 12th at the last
PTA Meeting of the school year.
Required Dates per PTA By-Laws:
Nominating Committee Formed – March 8th
Officer Nominations Proposed – May 2nd (10 days before PTA Meeting)
Election of PTA Officers – PTA Meeting on Tuesday, May 12th
PTA Officers Start – Wednesday, July 1st
Please email me (info@kppta.org) if you’re interested in serving on the nominating committee, or being nominated for a
board or committee role.
The PTA needs you to keep our events and activities going strong. If you have been thinking about getting more
involved, please consider being on the nominating committee; and volunteer as an officer or committee chair.
SAVE THE DATE: SPRING PARTY/ SILENT AUCTION!
Mark your calendars! Thursday, May 14th is the date of KP’s spring parent/teacher/staff community event: A Totally ‘80s
Party & Silent Auction at 6:30 PM at Rock Creek Mansion in Bethesda (only 2 miles from KP on Cedar Lane).
It’s not too early to line up your babysitters and get ready for fun, food, socializing and supporting PTA programs.
Costumes optional – neon accessories will be given out at the door. Tickets will be $25 per person (complimentary for
KP teachers/staff). More info coming soon via email. And if you have an item you’d like to donate to the silent auction,
or if you’d like to help out on this awesome committee, please reach out to me directly anytime.
Warmly,
Anna Sachs

Join Us for Shamrock Skate Night
What: Join fellow KP families for an evening of ice skating
When: March 14, 2020 from 6:30-8:30 PM
Where: Wheaton Ice Rink, 11717 Orebaugh Avenue, Wheaton, MD 20902
Cost: Entry fee is free and skate rental is $4.00
The snack bar at the ice arena will be open.
For any questions, please contact Stacey Solin at ssolin@verizon.net
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Staff Spotlight
Meet Mrs. Carol Friedman,
KP's Administrative Secretary.
#ChaosCoordinator #MultitaskingWizard
I’ve been at KP since: 2012. From 2012 to 2015, I was a
substitute teacher. From 2016 to the present, I was an
attendance secretary and now an administrative secretary.
I was born in: New York City. Now I live in: Olney, MD.
My birthday is: February 23rd.
My favorite color is: purple. My favorite season is: Fall.
My favorite foods are: pizza and French fries.
My interests and hobbies include: traveling, playing mahjongg
and Bingo, spending time with family and friends.
My first job was: after college I worked for an exporting
company.
I’m inspired by: my mother, may she rest in peace.
Something people might not know about me is: that I married
my high school sweetheart after being apart for 30 years.
We’ll be married 19 years in April.
I collect: Barbie Dolls, anything cows (not the real ones), and
mugs from different cities, states and countries.
I never leave the house without: my glasses.
My favorite line from a movie is: “Yo, Adrian, I did it!”
The best place I’ve traveled to is: Eze, France. It is a quaint
town built in a mountainside with gorgeous scenery and
wonderful boutiques.
On a Sunday afternoon, I like to: chillax, catch up on
television shows and magazines, and cook.
My favorite day of the year is: April 29th, my wedding
anniversary.
If I were stranded on a desert island, I’d take these three
things; cell phone, wine and my glasses.
I love: my family.
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YOU’RE INVITED! Breakfast & Books for Grades 3-5
Date: Friday, March 13th
Time: 8:30 a.m. – 9:25 a.m.
Place: KP All-Purpose Room
The KP PTA invites Grade 3-5 students and their loved ones to the Breakfast & Books event Friday March 13th!
We encourage everyone to bring a book (or 3!) to donate to Comfort Cases*, an incredible organization supporting
adoptive youth (out of sensitivity to this population, please no books with Mom or Dad in the title). Come enjoy coffee,
juice, fruit, and baked goods, including allergy-friendly options. We hope to see you there!
*Learn more about Comfort Cases here: https://www.comfortcases.org
**Kids will love a short read-aloud performed by our talented parent volunteers!

A Great Staff
Breakfast!
Thank you to the following 2nd
grade parents that contributed to
our February Staff Breakfast:
Sarah Thoms, Nicole Cohen,
Stephanie Frankel, Emily Beckman
Maribeth Hager, Cara Martin, Tara
Mansare, Lale Kuyumcu, Candida
Harty, Theresa Walker, Sara Lyons
Emily Sears, Elizabeth McCarthy,
Lisa Taneyhill, Crista Dolenc,
Heather Levens, Katie Schine,
Stephanie Carrick, Jackie
McKibben, Christine Nuessle, Fern
Barry, Katherine Needleman,
Ashley Vignola, Shoshana
Eisenberg, Jane Kim
Your continued support is greatly
appreciated,
Stacey Singer and Anna Sachs
Hospitality Chairs
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Kindergarten Orientation

Checking in with the Green
Team

Kindergarten orientation will be held Thursday April 23rd
and Friday April 24th-a bit earlier than it has been the last
few years. The good news is that it no longer overlaps with
Teacher Appreciation Week.

Usually once a week, about 2 dozen 5th- graders
grab their lunch, put on their gloves, and get working
on environmental sustainability at KP. Our mild winter
was a great opportunity to work outdoors and
discover new areas on our Schoolyard.

The KPPTA always plays a big part in welcoming new
students and their families. Please watch for a Sign-Up
Genius email to volunteer for a time slot or two! There are
so many events happening in the near future, we wanted
to remind people of the dates before Spring Fever hits!

Check out our write-up in the Parkwood Resident
Association Winter Newsletter:
https://parkwoodresidents.org/docs/
PRA%20Newsletter%20Winter%202020.pdf

Thanks, Trish Stone and Crista Dolenc

Volunteer on Early Release Days

Hope to work with you on one of our upcoming
projects:

We will have an early release day on Friday March 27th.
Please see the school’s schedule for lunch and recess for
half days on the following page if you are thinking of
volunteering for that day. On early release days, students do
not have recess, but help is still very much needed during
lunch.

Rock Creek Cleanup April 18, 8 AM-12 PM
KP Earth Day Celebration April 22
Rock Creek Stream Study in Spring (4th Gr)

As always if you have any questions, feel free to reach out to
us anytime.

Cheers,
Scott Lynch
kpgreenteam@gmail.com

Megan and Ileana
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Thanks for checking us out on Instagram
@kpgreenteam.

Lunch and Recess Volunteers Needed
Recess/lunch time is an important break to have fun and recharge. KP provides recess aides, but with so
many students at recess/lunch, we ask for volunteers to be extra eyes and hands to help the children have
a safe and fun break. Volunteers can help start games, keep an eye out for any students that may be
feeling left out, escort injured students to the nurse, and make sure the playing is fun for everyone. At
lunch, the students often need help opening packaged food, getting an extra napkin, etc.
Any adult who has completed the KP child abuse awareness training within the last three years can
volunteer during any recess/lunch, including rainy days, late starts, and early dismissal.
The following are suggested months for parents/loved ones to volunteer at least once to ensure we have
sufficient volunteers throughout the year:

Grade
K
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

March

Fam

Jadali

Simala

Klipstein

Serafini

April

Harris

Lietzke

Stiger

Lee

Iciek

May

Levine

Magginson

Willis

Park

Fallon

June

Sears

Scott

Zeidman

Fam

Carbajales

Recess
11:40-12:05
12:45-1:20
11:05-11:40
12:50-1:25
11:55-12:30
1:35-2:10

Lunch
11:10-11:40
12:10-12:45
11:40-12:15
1:25-2:00
12:30-1:05
1:00-1:35

Early Release Schedule
**No Recess**
Grade Levels

Lunch

2nd and 5th

11:10 - 11:40 AM

3rd and 4th

11:50 - 12:20 PM

K and 1st

12:30 - 1:00 PM

Early Release
Mar 27th!

1)
Before volunteering, complete your child abuse and neglect awareness training online: http://
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/childabuseandneglect/ Certificate is valid for 3 years
2)
Read, sign, and submit to the front office the “KP Recess and Lunch Volunteers Instructions and
Guidelines” found under Parent Resources at the KP PTA website (http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
schools/parkwoodes/about/ )
3)
Check in at the front office (Driver's License or Passport required) and get your visitor badge
4)
Go to the recess blacktop/play area and/or all-purpose room (for rainy days, ask the front office
where your child’s class is during recess).
Thanks,
Megan and Ileana
(Recess Volunteer Coordinators and 1st grade moms)
mgatski@gmail.com and ileanairene2003@yahoo.com.ar
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Save the Date!

From the Media Center

Kensington 8K Race, 2 Mile Challenge, & 1K Fun Run
Saturday, September 26, 2020

Get ready for March Madness in the media center! We
are conducting out annual March Madness competition
in the media center of the top 16 books circulating in
the media center. These books will compete against
each other with students casting their vote every week
for the best books in KP Media! Last year, our winner
was “Chester” by Melanie Watts. We will update our
website with the winner near the end of March!

Proceeds Benefit KP PTA. Sign-ups for runners, walkers
& volunteers later this spring

3rd & 2nd Grade: After our research last month, we are
jumping back into Black Eyed Susan reading. We are
required to read at minimum eight books in order to
vote in the statewide voting poll in April, and we will be
on track to do so by reading one book a week for the
month of March. After each book reading, students
write a book review about the book in order to record
their thoughts about whether they liked the book. You
can learn more about the nominees of the Black Eyed
Susan Award on our KPES Website.

A Note from Staff to KP
Families
We continue to appreciate your kind donations for our
staff breakfasts and stocking the staff lounge. Our
community is so thoughtful and these small
contributions make our days so much brighter!

1st Grade: We are going to be wrapping up our
National Parks research project in media this month.
Our goal is to finish collecting notes about our National
Park and present that information in a certain format,
such as a postcard.1st graders have been doing an
amazing job using Chromebooks and looking up
resources about their national parks!

Thank you!

In the Art Room
We will begin the textile unit. We will examine and
discuss the work of fiber artist Andrea Graham. Then we
will use felt, needles and thread to sew a stuffed monster
inspired by Andrea Graham’s work.

Kindergarten: In the previous month, students read
books by Black authors, to celebrate Black History
month. This included, “Alfie,” and “Snowy Day” while
also reviewing the 5-finger strategy they have been
learning in class. This month, we will begin our
research into big cats and animals, by using print and
electronic resources and collecting notes about our
animals.
Remember, we are always looking for volunteers come
help shelve books in our wonderful media center. You
can sign up to be a parent volunteer on our KPES
Media Center website--no experience is required and
we are completely flexible with time!
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Music Room Beat
In March, Kindergarten will be learning about simple rhythms. They will start the month off by composing a short
rhythm that represents their name. We will eventually compose a short song that is made up of different things that
each student likes.
1st Grade will be doing an enrichment lesson on Peter and the Wolf. We will focus on identifying instruments by their
sound, classifying instruments, and also composing our own short themes to represent a character in a story.
2nd Grade will be learning about the piece of music, Pictures at an Exhibition. We will be using chromebooks to
compose a short song based on a famous work of art that each student will get to choose.
In 3rd Grade we will be finishing up our recorder unit. 3rd grade will be composing their own short songs for the
recorder that Mrs. Lottes will use in future recorder units. We will also be learning how to play familiar pop songs!
In 4th Grade we will learn greeting songs from several different cultures. In these songs we will be singing as well as
playing different instrumental accompaniment. By the end of the month we will be able to perform multi-layer songs
independently.
5th Grade started March by playing a challenging rhythmic song on different instruments. We then will spend the
month composing our own multi-layer songs that the students will perform as groups, for each class.
In March our Composer of the Month is Modest Mussorgsky. We will be listening to Night on Bald Mountain and
Pictures at an Exhibition! Ask your KP musician to tell you something interesting about Mussorgsky!
In KP Singers we are continuing to prepare for our Spring Concert on May 21st. There is also a group of KP Singers
that will be performing at the National Cherry Blossom Festival on Saturday, April 4th! Ask your KP Singer to sing part
of their favorite song for you!
If you want to check out what's happening in the music room go to Mrs. Lottes's twitter! @LottesMusicRoom

Physical Education
Grades K-2: In the primary grades we will be working on the concepts of jumping and landing, balance, and weight
transfer. We will also be learning about the relationship of muscular and skeletal system. Activities will include balance
games and gymnastic skills relating to jumping, landing, upper body strength exercises, and weight transfer.
Grades 3-5: In the upper grades, we will be working on the concepts of balance, weight transfer, and rolls. Activities will
include Tumbling sequences, gymnastic balances, upper body strength exercises, and dance forms. Also, we will be
discussing rules in a social movement settings and conflict resolution.
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Grade & Team Information
Kindergarten

First Grade

In reading, kindergartners are continuing to work on
reading strategies. Students continue to monitor their
own reading by asking themselves questions, such as
"Does it look right?", "Does it sound right?", and "Does it
make sense?" We will continue focusing on asking and
answering questions, identifying key details, and being
aware of whether information comes from the pictures or
the text.

Springing into March in First Grade!

In writing, we will be composing informative texts.
Students will select an animal, formulate a question
about the animal and locate the answer using print and
digital sources. Students will use the gathered
information to draw, dictate, and write sentences that
provide information about their selected animals. At
home, please continue to practice spelling words
phonetically, properly spelling high frequency words,
using spaces, capitalizing the first word in a sentence,
and using end punctuation.
In math, we are using our understanding of part-whole
relationships in numbers to solve various kinds of
addition word problems with sums of no more than 10.
As we learn to recognize addition patterns in number
pairs, we will use number sentences to represent these
patterns. We will also learn to solve subtraction word
problems with differences of no more than 10.
In science, we are continuing our study of motion. We will
be investigating and describing how various kinds of
surfaces affect an object's motion.
In social studies, we will be identifying and describing
natural resources to develop ideas about how they can
provide goods. We will also be exploring how people
make choices among goods and services and the value
of various goods and services. Finally, we will understand
how trading and buying are ways to meet needs and
wants.

Reading: In March, we will focus on literary texts
including Junior Great Books, and those written by
author Melanie Watts. We will ask and answer questions
to clear up confusion, as well as engage in discussions
(with multiple exchanges) about what we are reading.
Additionally, we will identify words that appeal to the
senses, and look closely at the differences between the
meanings of verbs and adjectives—shades of meaning.
Writing: We will be finishing up our informative piece
about a place. This pieces includes facts about our
place and has an introduction and conclusion. We will
then start an opinion piece that convinces people to visit
a place. We will give reasons to support our opinion and
use digital tools to include pictures/ photographs of our
place.
Math: We will be finishing up Module 4, which focuses
on comparing numbers and adding and subtracting twodigit numbers. We will use symbols to compare
quantities and numerals. We will add and subtract tens
from a multiple of ten. We will then be moving to module
5 where we will be composing new shapes from
composite shapes. We will be creating composition
shapes from 3 dimensional shapes. We will be naming
and counting shapes as part of a whole.
Science: In our next lesson, we will be discussing how
parent birds take care of their young. In the end, the
students will use what they learned about parents and
their offspring to construct a bird nest.
Social Studies: We will learn about why and how people
protect the environment and the water. We will also learn
how people adapt to changes in the environment, such
as the amount of sunlight and drought conditions.

Grade & Team Information, continued
solution that goes along with a theme. We will be using
the program, Book Creator.

Second Grade
In science we have started our Habitats Unit! Students have
been researching different habitats and identifying attributes
of each such as climate, plant life, and animal life. We are
also classifying animals by the habitats they live in.

We have transitioned from historical fiction to
informational texts. We will be reading Common Lit
articles that are very closely aligned to MCPS District
Literacy assessments that we take online. We will focus
on finding the main idea of texts along with key details to
support. We will also take a look at author’s craft and
inferencing beyond the text.

In writing we are taking our Book Reviews through the writing
process. We started by reviewing example book reviews,
then brainstorming our own reasons for why we love certain
books. Currently, we are arranging our reasons into a
complete paragraph.

We would also like to ask for a couple of donations, as
we are halfway through the year:
• Expo Markers
• Clorox Wipes
• Tissues
• Ziploc Bags (sandwich size)
• Snacks (Goldfish, Pretzels, Smart pop, Pop
Corners, etc.) - Please make sure it is nut free.

In reading we are exploring poetry! We have been reading
poems to identify rhythm, rhyme and repetition. We are also
finding examples of alliteration in our poems.
In math we have completed Module 5: Adding and
Subtracting within 1,000. In Module 6, we will start exploring
arrays. Students will arrange objects into equal groups. We
will explore the difference between terms like “With your 12
counters, make four equal groups” (3 in each group) and
“With your 12 counters, make groups of 4” (3 groups in all).
We will use the sentence frame “There are ___ groups of
___.”

Now that we have celebrated the 100th day of school
and the weather has become spring like, teachers have
been reviewing behavior expectations with our third
graders. We would greatly appreciate it if you could help
remind your child ways that they can SOAR at school.

Third Grade

Fourth Grade

Third graders did an amazing job bringing reading to life
with their biography book reports! The entire school has
been admiring their hard and creative work. Our next
book report will be a historical fiction one. Students will
read their book, answer some questions, and create a
“travel kit” containing items relevant to their book’s time
period and setting.

In reading, students have wrapped up their unit on Greek
Myths, and then researched the Underground Railroad.
Moving forward, students will be studying firsthand and
secondhand documents, and analyzing them to identify
how they provide different perspectives on a historical
event.
In writing, students are researching St. Augustine and
writing an informational piece based on their
investigation. Then, students will be learning about
different types of advertising techniques and how the
media uses them to influence the intended audience.
Using their knowledge of advertising techniques, they
will write an opinion piece identifying the most effective
technique used in an ad.

In math, we are finishing our Module 5 on fractions.
Thank you for your support as we are coming to an end
on the longest module of 3rd grade. The end of Module 5
assessment will be on March 18th. Looking ahead,
Module 6 will involve collecting and displaying data.
Please continue to practice your multiplication and
division facts through 10. :)
We will begin revisiting what the elements of a realistic
fiction book are and begin creating our own realistic
fiction picture books that have a realistic problem and

In social studies, the fourth grade has been learning
about colonization. Over the course of the marking
period, we will focus on five of the early colonies.
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Grade & Team Information, continued
variables. Students will solve variable expressions and
equations for an unknown.

Fourth Grade (continued)
In science, students will explore different types of erosion
and identify evidence from patterns in earth materials
that the earth's surface has changed over time. Students
will also develop and use models to further investigate
and come up with ideas to reduce the effects of erosion.
In math 4, students build on their Grade 3 work with unit
fractions as they explore fraction equivalence and extend
this understanding to mixed numbers. This leads to the
comparison of fractions and mixed numbers and the
representation of both in a variety of models.
In math 4/5, students will compare and represent
decimals using standard, word, and expanded form.
They will also apply a formula to determine the volume of
rectangular prisms and solve real-world problems
involving volume. In addition, they will identify and
evaluate numerical expressions.

Fifth Grade
As the weather continues to warm we in 5th grade have a
spring in our step as we look ahead to all that will
happen in March. In reading, students will read both
narrative and informational graphic texts, focusing on the
unique characteristics and structure of graphic texts and
how visual elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or
beauty of a text. In particular, informational texts will
focus on astronauts, outer space and the first moon
landing. In writing, students will conduct research and
form an opinion on a topic of relevance in contemporary
society (e.g. co-ed sports, school uniforms, etc.).
In 5th Grade math, we will be working through the
second half of Module 4. The topics include solving word
problems involving fraction by fraction multiplication
using tape diagrams, relating fraction and decimal
multiplication, converting mixed unit measurements and
solving multi-step word problems, and multiplication with
decimals and fractions as scaling and word problems.
Next, we will begin fraction division. Homework helper
pages are a great resource for children and parents
alike! There is one for each homework assignment.
In 5/6 math, students will study exponents, expressions
and equations. In each context they will model problems
based on real life scenarios using letters to represent
13

