
Common Core Standards and Curriculum 2.0 Mathematics Vocabulary 
 

Term Meaning Within Curriculum 2.0 Mathematics 
addend Any number being added. 

array A set of objects or numbers arranged in order, often in rows or columns. 

attribute A characteristic of an object such as color, shape, size, etc. 

benchmark fractions A common fraction that you can judge other numbers against. Examples are 1/4, 1/2, 3/4, and often 
1/10 (because of its relationship with decimals). 

cardinality The last number name said tells the number of objects counted. The number of objects in a set, 
regardless of their arrangement.  

classify To sort into categories or to arrange into groups by attribute. 

compose To put together basic elements such as numbers or geometric shapes; to put together smaller numbers 
to make a larger number. 

composite shape A figure made of two or more geometric figures. 

conservation The quantity remains constant regardless of the arrangement of the objects. 

counting number Whole numbers without the zero such as 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, …. 

count on A way to add by beginning with one number and counting on from that point. 

decompose To break apart into smaller parts. 

difference Results when one number is subtracted from another. 

digit Any of the symbols used to show a number: 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 

equal Having the same amount or value 

equal parts / shares Parts of an object or group that have been divided equally into parts 

equation A number sentence with an equal sign.  The amount on one side of the equal sign has the same value as 
the amount on the other side. 

expanded form The expanded form of 257 is 200+50+7 

expression A mathematical phrase without an equal sign. 

fact family A group of numbers that are related to each other in that those numbers can be combined to create a 
number of equations. 

fraction Is formed by partitioning or fair sharing a whole into equal parts and the size is relative to the size of the 
whole. 

origin The starting point or the intersection of the x and y axis. 

partition Breaking a whole into equal or fractional parts 

place value The value of the digit depending on its position in a number and students can demonstrate and explain 
using a number line and a hundreds chart. 

related facts Refers to a group or a set of numbers, which are related, in that the addition, subtraction, division or 
multiplication of two numbers will result to the third number. 

scaling The ratio of the length in a model to the length of the actual object. 

slide To move something without turning it or lifting it from a surface. 

Standard form The most common way of writing numbers, e.g. 2567 or 75 

student generated 
number / thinking line  

Students create a number line to demonstrate their mathematical thinking based on the task at hand.  
Scale is developed by students to represent the range of problems from addition through fractions and 
decimals. 

3-dimensional Solid shapes; having points or sides that are not all on one plane 

tiling Individual tiles that fit together with no gaps or overlaps to fill a flat space 

2-dimensional Lying in a plane; flat 

unit fraction A unit fraction is a fraction with numerator 1. 

vertex A point where two or more rays of an angle meet; the point at the top of a cone. 

 

Words That Have Been Phased Out 

Prior Term Current Term 

Borrowing Decomposing 

Regrouping Composing  

Improper Fraction Fractions may be represented correctly either as fractional parts or as a mixed number 

 



MCPS UCARE Math Practices 

   Understanding—comprehending concepts, operations, and relations  

   Computing—carrying out procedures  

   Applying—formulating and solving  mathematical problems  

   Reasoning—using logic to explain a solution or justify why the mathematics works  

   Engaging—seeing math as useful, sensible, and doable  

Links to Online Math Connections 

Link to Parent Curriculum Guides:  http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/elementary/guides.aspx 

MCPS Math Overview:   http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/math/ 

Math Resources for Homework Helpers 

Curriculum 2.0 uses vocabulary and practices that may be new to us. The underlying concepts are ultimately similar, but the way 
they are presented can make them seem different. There are great resources that will be helpful at homework time. 

KP Math Vocabulary List 
KP compiled list of vocabulary words that are used across all grade levels.  This is a summary of terms and concepts that 
students will encounter through Curriculum 2.0.    
 

Extra Practice Websites 
All students also have access to Mobymax. To access Mobymax, go to the link under the parent resource tab.  The login is 
your child’s six digit student identification number.  Their password is mobymax.   
 
Another great website for building fluency in basic facts is: 
 http://resources.oswego.org/games/mathmagician/cathymath.html 
 
Additional web sites are listed under math on the parent resource page of the KP website.  

Vocabulary Websites 
There are a couple really helpful websites that are interactive math dictionaries.  Not only do they have the definitions, they 
present examples in colorful and sometimes animated forms. 
Math Is Fun  
http://www.mathsisfun.com  

Click on each topic to get an overview of the major concepts or type in a vocabulary word and click search. 
A Math Dictionary for Kids 
http://www.amathsdictionaryforkids.com/dictionary.html 

This website lists vocabulary words in alphabetical order.  Click on a term and the website presents interactive and 
animated explanations and examples. 
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