
KP EagleNews
A note from the Principal 
Dear Kensington Parkwood Families and Community,  

As I sat down to write the October newsletter I reviewed my message from last year and 
we must have had a lot of rain because I started with discussing the weather and the 
heavy amounts of rain. I am happy to say that we have had a dry September and we 
have been able to take advantage of overall great fall weather. The weather and the 
turnout for the Kensington 8K was fantastic. Attendance was up from last year which 
means increased funds for the cluster schools. These funds support so many great 
programs and opportunities for our children. It is also a great fundraiser because it helps 
to foster good health in our community. Thank you to all of the runners, walkers, and 
volunteers—big and small. 

This month we have our scheduled open house on October 14th. Parents are invited to 
begin the morning in the All Purpose Room at 9:30 AM where Mrs. Hambrecht and I will 
be to meet and greet parents and allow students to take care of morning routines. After 
morning announcements (approximately 9:45 AM) parents will transition to their 
classrooms. If you come at any time after 9:45 please come to the main entrance and 
you may go directly to your child’s classroom. We will have visitor stickers available in the 
front hall.  We extended the time to ensure classroom and specials class observation. If 
you have not attended an open house before, be prepared for crowded classrooms. I 
would encourage families to make alternative plans for younger siblings. We would like 
to have business as usual but we know our students become very excited when parents 
are here. While you are here please be sure to sign up for parent-teacher conferences 
and provide your email address to the classroom teacher. Also, every class will be 
looking for room parents and this a great volunteer activity. We always need help in 
planning the Halloween and Valentine’s Day parties. These are traditionally very popular 
and fun events. 

Sincerely, 
Principal Ross
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Key Dates 
OCTOBER 2 
Walk to School Day

OCTOBER 4 
Early Release, 1:20 PM

OCTOBER 9 
No School

OCTOBER 14 
Open House, 9:30-11:00 
AM, Meet in All Purpose 
Room

OCTOBER 10 
PTA meeting, 7:30 PM, 
Media Center

OCTOBER 25 
KP Singers Performance, 
6:30 PM, All Purpose 
Room
Family Movie Night,  
7:00 PM, All Purpose 
Room

OCTOBER 31 
Halloween Parade & 
Class Parties, 2:00 PM, 
Blacktop 

NOVEMBER 4 - 12 
Scholastic Book Fair, 
Media Center 

NOVEMBER 8 
Early Release, 1:20 PM

EDITOR: Sandra Matus

http://kppta.org
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PTA President’s Letter 

Dear KP families, 

October has always been one of my favorite months of the year. The leaves change color, the days get shorter, and the 
air feels a little cooler. At the same time, we get a nice stretch of weeks when everyone seems to settle into the school 
year. 

If we take a quick look back at September, it was a very busy month with the start of school, the KP Picnic, the PTA 
budget meeting, Back to School Night, and the Kensington 8K. More than 1000 people came out to run and volunteer at 
the Kensington 8K and we raised close to $25,000 for our local schools. Special thanks to John Seabreeze for being the 
race director, Karen Ralston for handling event promotion, and all of the volunteers who helped make it a great event. I’d 
also like to thank Kristin Rosner and Kate Brannack for organizing the KP Picnic earlier this month. 

Looking ahead, October promises to be just as exciting: 
• Monday, Oct 7 we will be providing breakfast to KP Teachers and Staff courtesy of 5th grade families. Once a 

month the KP Hospitality Committee organizes a special breakfast for staff with each grade contributing on their 
month. A signup link is sent out on Eaglenet and is on the PTA website under “Announcements.” 

• Our first PTA Meeting (Thursday, October 10th at 7:30pm) will feature a discussion of the impetus for changes to 
the math curriculum. 

• The KP Open House on the morning of Monday, Oct 14 will give parents a chance to observe their children in the 
classroom. Meet in the All Purpose room at 9:30am. 

• KP Movie Night on Friday, Oct 25 will open with a mini-concert by the KP Singers at 6:30pm, followed by a 
screening of a kid-friendly Halloween movie. Come in PJs and enjoy snacks from the 5th Grade Bake Sale during 
the event.  

• We’ll end the month with an all-school Halloween parade on Thursday, Oct 31 at 2pm followed by class parties. 

Check www.kppta.org for details and subscribe to the calendar so you won’t miss anything. As always 
please feel free to reach out to me with questions or concerns anytime at info@kppta.org. 

Warmly, Anna Sachs

A Note from the Assistant 
Principal 
September has just flown by!  Are you feeling that way?  We are 
welcoming October and cooler, crisp weather here at KP.  We hope 
your children are coming home excited about learning and eager to 
share their day(s) with you. We hope by now you have heard our 
school motto around SOARing at KP. We have already and will 
continue to recognize students for SOARing at KP by honoring them 
with a SOARing Eagle Award. These awards are given out each 
Friday to students in all grade levels who are demonstrating they 
SOAR at KP. Ask your student if they are working towards earning a 
SOARing Eagle Award!  

Sincerely, Mrs. Hambrecht

http://www.kppta.org
mailto:info@kppta.org
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Staff�Spotlight�
Each month we’ll share a profile of a  KP teacher or member of the staff so you can 

get to know some of the incredible people who make KP an amazing school!  

MEET�MS.�ESTHER�GIRóN�
Ms. Girón is KP's Media Specialist. This is her second year at KP. The Media Center is an inviting and modern place 
for students "to learn more about the world around them through ethical research and their love of reading" thanks to 
the amazing work of Ms. Girón and Mr. Lyons. Keep reading to learn more about Ms. Girón.  
  
Her Hometown: 
I�was�born�in�Takoma�Park,�Maryland.�Now��

I�live�in�Silver�Spring.�

Her Birthday: 
August�25th�(just�a�few�days�after�Mrs.�Hambrecht�

and�Principal�Ross’�birthdays!)��

Interests/Hobbies: 
I�enjoy�painting�&�drawing,�watching�movies,�and�

reading�books.�

She collects: 
Movie�tickets�and�books!�

She is inspired by: 
My�parents,�since�they�sacrificed�so�much�for�my�

achievements.�

Best kept secret: 
It�won’t�be�much�of�a�secret�if�I�tell�you,�huh?�;)�

On Sunday afternoon, I like to: 
Hang�out�and�chill�with�my�dogs,�Max�and�Lola.�

If she were stranded on a desert island, she'd take:: 
A�good�book,�sunglasses,�and�water.�
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Work Session on Design of 
Woodward HS 

Schematic Design for Woodward High School 
Reopening Project 
Community Work Session 
October 3, 2019 @ 5:30 PM 
Meeting Location: Tilden Middle School Cafeteria 

The purpose of the work session is to surface and 
discuss ideas in the development of a preliminary design 
to determine spatial relationships within the site, the 
pedestrian and traffic flow of the site and how the project 
will impact the community at large. Participants will 
include representatives of Home Owners Associations, 
neighbors, government agencies, the design architects, 
and staff from  MCPS Division of Construction and 
Division of Capital Planning. 

Those interested in more information about the re-
opening of Woodward HS can visit the "Cluster Updates" 
page at KPPTA.org. Please reach out to me with 
questions/concerns about Woodward! 
Kendall Watson, KPES PTA Cluster Representative

Update for Volunteering at KP 
After you have finished the "Child, Abuse and Neglect Awareness" online training (http://
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/childabuseandneglect/), you will receive an email from the sender  
<notifications@instructure.com> with "Assignment Graded" in the subject line.  

***PLEASE print this email and bring it to the front desk if you want to enter the school to volunteer.***  

This email usually is sent two hours after you complete the training. The portal will instruct you to print the grades. 
However, the school needs the "Assignment Graded" email since it documents the date of the training, while the 
printed grade does not. Please look in your inbox, trash or junk inboxes for this sender 
<notifications@instructure.com>. 

Below is an example of the "Assignment Graded" email: 

From: Y19-20 Volunteers and Contractors: Recognizing and Reporting Child Abuse and 
Neglect <notifications@instructure.com> 
To: 
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2019, 06:51:17 PM EDT 
Subject: Assignment Graded: Recognizing and Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect 
[English], Y19-20 Volunteers and Contractors: Recognizing and Reporting Child Abuse and 
Neglect 

Your assignment Recognizing and Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect [English] has been 
graded. 
Graded: Aug 12 at 5:51pm 

Download Box Tops App 
The Box Tops for Education Program (BTFE)  gives 
money to schools for each Box Top that is collected.  
The BTFE program now has an app that will allow you to 
scan and submit your receipt for participating products.   

Click on the link for a video with info on the app: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Hh94b2BvFK4&feature=youtu.be 

BUT – please continue to clip those Box Tops (even if 
you have submitted the receipt via the app). I will be 
preparing our next submission of clipped box tops on 
October 25th. For this submission, please be sure that 
the expiration date is AFTER 11/01/2019! We will 
continue to clip and submit until the clipping process is 
no longer available and the Box Tops have expired.   

If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact me 
(aeharvey1007@hotmail.com). 
Thank you! 

Angela Harvey, KP’s Box Top 
Coordinator

http://KPPTA.org
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/childabuseandneglect/
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/childabuseandneglect/
mailto:notifications@instructure.com
mailto:notifications@instructure.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hh94b2BvFK4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hh94b2BvFK4&feature=youtu.be


We Need You! Lunch and Recess Volunteers Needed 
Happy October! As our students get back to learning, recess/lunch time is an important 
break to have fun and recharge. KP provides recess aides, but with  so many students at 
recess/lunch, we ask for volunteers to be extra eyes and hands to help the children have a 
safe and fun break.Volunteers can help start games, keep an eye out for any students that 
may be feeling left out, escort injured students to the nurse, and make sure the playing is 
fun for everyone. At lunch, the students often need help opening packaged food, getting an 
extra napkin, etc. 

Any adult who has completed the KP child abuse awareness training within the last three years can 
volunteer during any recess/lunch, including rainy days, late starts, and early dismissal. 

The following are suggested months for parents/loved ones to volunteer at least once to ensure we have 
sufficient volunteers throughout the year: 

      Grade  Recess Lunch 
K  11:40-12:05 11:10-11:40 
1st  12:45-1:20 12:10-12:45 
2nd  11:05-11:40 11:40-12:15 
3rd  12:50-1:25   1:25-2:00 
4th   11:55-12:30 12:30-1:05 
5th     1:35-2:10   1:00-1:35 

1) Before volunteering, complete your child abuse and neglect awareness training online: http://
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/childabuseandneglect/ Certificate is valid for 3 years 
2) Read, sign, and submit to the front office the “KP Recess and Lunch Volunteers Instructions and 
Guidelines” found under Parent Resources at the KP PTA website (http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
schools/parkwoodes/about/ ) 
3) Check in at the front office (Driver's License or Passport required) and get your visitor badge 

4) Go to the recess blacktop/play area and/or all-purpose room (for rainy days, ask the front office 
where your child’s class is during recess). 

Thanks, Megan and Ileana (recess volunteer coordinators, 1st grade moms) mgatski@gmail.com and 
ileanairene2003@yahoo.com.ar 

October Fam Jadali Simala Drayton Levine

November Harris Lietzke Stiger Klipstein Barr

December Levine Magginson Willis Lee Ready

January Scott Zeidman Park Mickelson

February Carbajales Anderson Lynch Drayton Cuming

March Fam Jadali Simala Klipstein Serafini

April Harris Lietzke Stiger Lee Iciek

May Levine Magginson Willis Park Fallon

June Sears Scott Zeidman Fam Carbajales

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/childabuseandneglect/
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/childabuseandneglect/
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/parkwoodes/about/
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/parkwoodes/about/
mailto:mgatski@gmail.com
mailto:ileanairene2003@yahoo.com.ar
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Contribute to the Eagle Fund & Join the PTA! 
We keep our fundraising efforts simple. No selling wrapping paper or participating in multiple fundraising drives. Just a 
one-time contribution to the Eagle Fund that also includes your PTA membership. 

The PTA will spend $110 on each KP student this year to provide the wonderful programs, activities and supplies that 
would not be possible without your support. For example, KP’s well-known Arts Integration program is funded solely by 
the PTA. To ensure the effective implementation of that program, and so many others, we count on and aim for 100% 
participation from our families. 

Here are the ways you can contribute: 
• Back to School Night: stop by our table to fill out a membership form and pay by check or credit card. 
• Visit KPPTA.org to donate online.  
• Check your child’s backpack for the membership form coming home in the first few weeks of school, and send it 

back with a check in the provided envelope.  

A strong PTA and healthy Eagle Fund improve your child's education and our community in many significant ways. We 
look forward to a great new year at KP! 

Thank you! 
Amy Seidler (alevine16@yahoo.com) & Kara Blond (kblond@gmail.com) 
Eagle Fund/PTA Membership Co-Chairs 

Eagle Fund Membership Levels

Golden Eagle - $500
This contribution supports the cost of KP PTA programs for more than four students and provides two memberships (in 
the KP, Montgomery County, Maryland and National PTAs).   

Triple Eagle - $330
This contribution supports the cost of KP PTA programs for three students and provides two memberships (in the KP, 
Montgomery County, Maryland and National PTAs).   

Double Eagle - $220
This contribution supports the cost of KP PTA programs for two students and provides two memberships (in the KP, 
Montgomery County, Maryland and National PTAs). 

Single Eagle - $110
This contribution supports the cost of KP PTA programs for one student and provides two memberships (in the KP, 
Montgomery County, Maryland and National PTAs). 

Basic Membership for Two People - $50
This contribution provides two memberships (in the KP, Montgomery County, Maryland and National PTAs). 

Basic Membership for One Person - $25
This contribution provides one membership (in the KP, Montgomery County, Maryland and National PTAs).   

http://KPPTA.org
mailto:alevine16@yahoo.com
mailto:kblond@gmail.com
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From the Media 
Specialists 
Kindergarten: We are adjusting to our routine in the 
library! By now, students have been practicing how to 
pull out books from the shelves with the help of a shelf-
marker. Our goal at KP Media is to have students who 
are able to responsibly select books in the library. This 
means that we are opening up sections to 
Kindergartener as the year goes on. The first section 
which will be open to Kindergarten will be the Everyone 
section, which has a great selection of picture books 
and easy reader books. We are also going over parts of 
a book (i.e. Spine, Front Cover, Back Cover). 

First Grade: 
For the first half of this month, we are celebrating 
Hispanic Heritage Month at KP media, by reading 
books which feature Latino/a characters or that were 
written by Latino/a authors. We will also be reading fall 
themed books and going over parts of the story, such 
as the beginning, middle, & end, as well as characters 
and settings.  

Second & Third Grade: We will be reviewing parts of the 
library as well as learning how to shelf-reading. 
Students are expected to learn how to independently 
find books in the library; therefore, this will be a topic we 
will revisit throughout the year. We will also be taking the 
time to teach students how to use the school catalog, 
Destiny Discover.  

As always, we are looking for volunteers to come help 
shelve books in our wonderful media center. You can 
sign up to be a parent volunteer on our KPES Media 
Center website-- no experience is required and we are 
completely flexible with time! 

October in the Art Room 
This year the December Art Show and Sale will take 
place on Saturday December 7, 2019. All of the 
artwork in the show will be inspired by Wayne 
Thiebaud’s pastry and treats collection. The students 
will create: 

K - lollipops 
1 - donuts 
2 - cupcakes 
3 - ice cream sundaes 
4 - pies 
5 - cakes 

The Music Room Beat 
In October in the music room we are starting to create 
more and more music!   

Kindergarten and 1st grade are using movement to show 
expressive changes in music. We are also singing as 
many new songs as we can! 2nd and 3rd grade music 
students are working on playing instrumental 
accompaniment to different songs using new rhythms! 
4th grade has been working on composing as a group.  
We have also been playing games to challenging 
pieces of music that require a lot of concentration and 
cooperation! 5th grade is learning about the Blues and 
working on playing 12 Bar Blues to accompany different 
Blues songs. We are preparing for our Strathmore field 
trip on October 24th, where we will get to see a live 
concert about the Blues! 

In 1st-5th Grades, our October Composer of the Month 
is Stevie Wonder!  See if your KP musician can tell you 
an interesting fact about him! 

KP Singers Perform!  

Our first performance will be providing a musical 
greeting as families enter the Family Movie Night on 
Friday, October 25th! Doors open at 6:30 PM. Come 
hear what we've prepared!

https://kensingtonparkwood.wixsite.com/kpesmedia
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Kindergarten
Reading: Kindergarteners are continuing to focus on 
learning all of their letters and sounds. We are learning 
new sight words each week. We are also focusing on 
identifying feeling words and how the character felt at the 
end of a story.  

Math: Kindergartners are continuing to work on counting 
and cardinality. Students are learning to count with 1:1 
correspondence and to match groups of objects to their 
correct numerals. They are also learning how to write 
numerals 0-10.  Finally, kindergartners are developing 
the concept of conservation by counting in linear, array, 
and circular configurations. 

Social Studies: Students continue to identify the 
American flag, bald eagle, Mt. Rushmore, and the Statue 
of Liberty as symbols associated with the United States 
of America. They also learn about the contributions of 
American leaders, such as George Washington, Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and Rosa Parks. 

Writing: During Writer’s Workshop, we will create 
narratives using a combination of drawing, dictating, and 
writing to narrate a single event or loosely linked events 
that include a reaction to what happened. We will 
continue to encourage students to spell simple words 
phonetically, drawing on their knowledge of sound-letter 
relationships.  

Science: Students will continue to study the effect of the 
sun on Earth’s surfaces. As a culminating activity they will 
be designing and building a shade structure that will 
reduce the warming effect of sunlight.  

First Grade
First grade continues to be busy in October!    

Reading: We will be looking closely at narrative texts by 
asking/answering questions about key details, using 
illustrations/details to describe characters/setting/events, 
and retelling. We will also be learning to collaborate 
effectively in discussions with the whole group, and with 
a partner. In the later weeks, we will be turning our 
attention toward informational books, and asking 

questions to clarify our understandings and using text 
features such as illustrations to learn. 

Writing: We started off the year writing narratives that 
include two sequenced events and a closure. Then we 
are going to write informative texts about animals that 
include facts.   

Math: Currently we are working unknown word problems.  
In the near future, we will practice counting on (up to 3), 
we will explore the meaning behind the equal sign and 
we will start using the doubles and doubles +1 
strategies.  

Social Studies: We will expand our exploration of 
leadership to include contributions of people important to 
the American Political System and we will explore 
important American symbols.  

Science: We will continue to explore the sun, moon and 
stars to find patterns during day time and night time sky.  
We will participate in collaborative conversations and 
share our observations. 

Second Grade
Math: We have finished up Module 1 of Eureka. We have 
learned to add and subtract tens to tens (70-20, 30+50), 
and how to add two digit numbers (83-20, 32+54). We 
solved these problems by taking out a ten for 
subtraction, or adding to make the next ten with addition.  

Module 2 started off with measuring in centimeters and 
meters. We made our own rulers using centimeter cubes, 
and learned about benchmark items (e.g. a centimeter is 
the size of your pinky nail, ten centimeters is about the 
size of a crayon)). We used these benchmark lengths to 
make estimates and then used our rulers to see if our 
estimates were correct. You can help your child at home 
by measuring items and comparing lengths (e.g. How 
much shorter is your arm than a parent’s arm? How do 
you know?) 

Reading: we are practicing identifying the point of view 
(P.O.V.) of a character in a fiction story. We have 
discussed sorties like the three little pigs and compared 
the P.O.V. of the pigs to the wolf. Also, we have begun 

Grade & Team Information
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reading groups. When the teacher pulls students in small 
groups, they are working on reading books at their 
specific reading level. When students are not working 
with the teacher, they are independently working on a 
Daily 5 choice (read to self, read to someone, work on 
writing, or word work). 

Writing: We have written and published our Personal 
Narratives. Students wrote about a special time over the 
summer with a beginning, middle, end. We then added 
details to our writing, edited, published and illustrated. 
We have just started our newest project, which is 
informational writing about healthy eating. 

Social Studies: We have begun learning about United 
States symbols. Students learned about a new American 
symbol each day and showed what they learned through 
writing, tableaus or art projects. 

Third Grade
It is hard to believe we are halfway through the first 
marking period! We are so thoroughly enjoying working 
with your children and getting to know them. We have 
been busy learning about each other and our roles at KP. 
We have also spent a lot of time developing our 
collaboration skills as this is something we will do often in 
third grade.    

Our first book report is due Friday, October, 11. A 
reminder, students are to choose any fiction book for the 
first book report. Students can read their book report 
book as a part of their R.A.H. homework to log into their 
reading logs.  

We hope that the homework transition is smoothing out 
for everyone at this point. Just to recap, there is Reading 
(Read at Home- RAH) and Math each night. Spelling 
homework is done twice a week. Reading should be 
logged on a chart in the Homework Journal each night 
including what is read and how much. One night your 
child should write a letter to her teacher about what they 
read that week. R.A.H. directions and sample questions 
will be glued in your child’s Homework Journal. This 
allows students to practice writing and talking about what 
they have read. Math homework is sent home daily 
Monday through Friday. The additional Homework 
Helpers are sent for guidance and support. These 

Homework Helpers are for you to keep and use at home. 
They do not need to be returned to school. Thank you for 
your support in developing these study habits and 
routines with your children at home. Please keep in mind 
homework should be practice of concepts the students 
are capable of doing and, according to our homework 
policy, should take no more than 30 minutes a night. If 
you have any questions or concerns about your child’s 
homework, please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s 
teacher. 

We are looking forward to learning more about each 
other and growing together this year! Thank you! 

Fourth Grade 
In fourth grade this month, we will begin writing our 
historical fiction story. We will research various periods in 
history to use as our historical settings. In reading, we will 
be making inferences and exploring theme. In social 
studies, we will be exploring how Native Americans in 
different regions of the United States lived using the 
natural features available to them. In science, we will 
continue observing different forms of energy in order to 
understand how energy can transfer or move from place 
to place using sound, light, heat, and electric currents. In 
Math 4, students will use place value understanding to 
add and subtract multi-digit whole numbers using the 
standard algorithm and apply the algorithm to solve word 
problems. In Math 4/5, students will solve multi-step word 
problems, including additive and multiplicative 
comparisons. They will also multiply up to 4 digits by 1 
digit. 

Fifth Grade
As the season changes, in 5th grade everything is falling 
into place. In reading, students are currently studying 
adventure novels. Particularly, students are identifying 
plot structure and how characters overcome challenges 
to show a theme. Soon we will be reading informational 
text with a focus on text structure. Students will be 
applying this knowledge in writing by researching about 
scientists and engineers and writing a comparison essay. 

In 5th grade Math, students are working with decimals. 
Specifically, they are multiplying decimal fractions, 

Grade & Team Information, continued



Specifically, they are multiplying decimal fractions, 
dividing decimals and solving word problems using 
decimal operations. Students in 5/6 Math will be 
multiplying fractional side lengths to solve for area of 
rectangles. Additionally, they will use models to divide a 
whole number by a unit fraction and a unit fraction by a 
whole number. 

In 5th grade we’re always looking for a way to jazz-up our 
day. That’s why we aren’t blue about our trip to the 
Strathmore on October 24 for a Jazz & Blues concert. 

Physical Education
Grades K-2: In the primary grades we will be working on 
the concepts of spatial awareness, directions and 
pathways, locomotor skills, non-locomotor skills, self and 
general space, and the effects of exercise on the body. 
Activities such as cooperative tasks and various locomotor 
and pathway themed games will be included in P.E. in 
October. Other areas of focus will be rules, cooperation, 
and safety.

Grades 3-5: In the upper grades, we will be working on the 
concepts of locomotor patterns, levels, pathways, 
dribbling with the hands and feet, passing and shooting at 
a target, fitness and muscular endurance. Activities 
include fitness games, speed and agility based games, 
basketball skills, soccer skills. We will also explore 
flexibility exercises and the muscle groups they benefit.  

Grade & Team Information, continued
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