
North Chevy Chase Elementary School

Geography Bee

Europe and Africa

Welcome aboard! This year's Geography Bee will take you on an

exploration of Europe and Africa. On these two continents you will

explore the cradle of mankind and the roots of ancient and modern

civilizations. We'll visit vast deserts, towering mountain peaks, famous

rivers, the six-syllable capital of a movie (!) and much, much more.

Name_____________________________________________________

Homeroom__________________________________



Europe

Sections include: Western Europe, Central and Eastern Europe, Northern Europe,

Southern Europe and Southeastern Europe.

Western Europe

United Kingdom and Ireland

The United Kingdom is a sovereign country off the northwest coast of mainland Europe.

It includes the island of Great Britain, the northeast portion of the island of Ireland and

many smaller islands.

The U.K. is surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean, with the North Sea to the east. Great

Britain is 22 miles from France and separated by the English Channel. The Channel

Tunnel (“Chunnel”) links the U.K. with France between the English Channel via car and

rail. Northern Ireland shares the U.K.'s only land border, 224 miles long, with the

Republic of Ireland; Ireland is separated from Great Britain by the Irish Sea.



England

England is the largest island in Europe. It lies to the northwest of Continental Europe and

makes up the largest part of the territory of the United Kingdom. Over 1,000 smaller

islands and islets surround it.  London is the capital and has an urban population of more

than 10 million.  The Pennines Mountains are located along the center of England and

are sometimes called the country's backbone.  The Thames, at 210 miles, is the longest

river and flows through London.



Scotland

Scotland occupies the northern third of the island of Great Britain.  Scotland consists of

over 790 islands.  Edinburgh is the country’s capital.  the Northern Highlands in Scotland

are generally mountainous with many lofty peaks.  This isolated area is considered one

of the most scenic spots in Europe.  Loch Ness is the freshwater lake in Scotland (home

of the legendary monster).

Wales

Wales is the largest principality in the world.  It is about the same size as Massachusetts

and a quarter the size of Scotland.  Wales is located in the southwest  of the island of

Great Britain on a peninsula and is bordered by England to the east. Much of Wales

diverse landscape is mountainous; particularly in the north and central regions.  The

Anglesey Coast, the Clwydian Range, the Gower Peninsula and the Wye Valley are four

outstanding areas of beauty in Wales. The capital city is Cardiff.

Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland is one of the four countries that make up the U.K.  The capital city is

Belfast.  It is the northeast of the island of Ireland covering about a sixth of the island’s

total area.  The Giant’s Causeway in Northern Ireland on the North Antrim Clase, is one

of the most striking features in the area.  This area has thousands of interlocking basalt

columns, byproducts of an ancient volcanic eruption.  Some of the columns are 13 yards

high.

Ireland

The republic of Ireland (capital, Dublin) is the third largest island in Europe. Ireland lies

to the northwest of Continental Europe and is surrounded by hundreds of islands and

islets.  Ireland covers five-sixths of the island and Northern Ireland the rest. The River

Shannon is the longest river in Ireland (240 miles).  The island’s lush vegetation (from its

mild climate and frequent rainfall) earns it the nickname “Emerald Isle.”



United Kingdom and Ireland Questions

1. What 4 countries make up the United Kingdom? ________________,

_____________________, _____________________ and _________________.

2. What is the largest island in Europe? _______________________.

3. The following are four outstanding areas in which country: the Anglesey Coast, the

Clwydian Range, the Gower Peninsula and the Wye Valley? _________________.

4. What is the longest river in Ireland? ________________________.

5. What country the size of Massachusetts boasts these beautiful national parks:

Snowdonia, Brecon Beacons and Pembrokeshire Coast? ____________________.

6. Which U.K. country is bounded by the North Sea to the east, the Atlantic Ocean to the

north and west, and the North Channel and Irish Sea to the southwest?

_______________________________.

7. If you were to swim south from Dover, England (near London), what body of water

would you be swimming in?__________________________.

8. In what country are the Northern Highlands located? _________________.

9.  The Giant's Causeway, a area of some 40,000 interlocking basalt columns, is located

on the north coast of the County Antrim in what country? _______________________.

10.  What sea separates Ireland from England? _____________________.

11.  What is the capital of Northern Ireland? ________________________.

12.  Because of its lush vegetation, Ireland has been given this nickname:

_______________.

France

France is one of the larger countries of Europe and is home to 67 million people.

Two-thirds of France is mountain and hills. The French Alps begin at the Mediterranean

Sea and extend north and east into Italy and Switzerland. On the border between France

and Italy lie Mont Blanc, the highest mountain in Europe. The Pyrenees Mountains lie in

southern France and create a border with Spain. The famous bike race, the Tour de



France, winds through this mountain range. Between the Pyrenees and the Alps lies the

Massif Central, a vast elevated plateau consisting of mountains and old volcanoes.

France faces the major seas of Europe: the North Sea, the Atlantic Ocean and the

Mediterranean Sea. It lies across the English Channel from England and shares

boundaries with Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Andorra and Spain.

The Seine is the best known river in France. It runs through the capital city of Paris and

empties into the English Channel.

The island of Corsica in the Mediterranean is located southeast of the mainland and is a

part of France but enjoys limited autonomy. In 1769, Napoleon was born in the Corsican

capital of Ajaccio.

Monaco and Andorra

Two tiny countries lie within France’s boundaries, Monaco lies on the popular French

Mediterranean coast known as the French Riviera. Monaco is just three miles long and

half a mile wide. Andorra is a tiny landlocked country on the southern slopes of the

Pyrenees Mountains between France and Spain and is about two and half times the size

of Washington, D.C.

Questions about France, Monaco and Andorra

1. What is the capital of France? ____________________.

2. What ocean borders France to the west? ________________.

3. What body of water separates France from the U.K.? __________________.

4. What is the name of the bay on France’s southwestern coast and Spain’s north coast?

________________________.

5. What is the name of the large, French island southeast of France? _______________.

6. What is the name of the river that flows through Paris on its way to the English

Channel? _____________________________________.



Germany

Germany is in North Central Europe and with 83 million people (2020) is the most

populous country in the European Union. Germany has a long coastline with beautiful

beaches and many islands on both the North and Baltic seas. The Bavarian Alps

mountain range, with a highest point of 9,718 feet, runs through southern Germany.

Two of Europe's major rivers, the Rhine Elbe and the Danube, flow through Germany.

The Black Forest is In southwestern Germany. This large mountain range is famous for its

thick groves of trees. The Black Forest is the setting for fairy tales such as Hansel and

Gretel and Little Red Riding Hood.

The Danube River, which empties into the Black Sea, has its source in the Black Forest

and is the only major European river that flows east. The Danube, 1,780 miles, stretches

through 10 countries and is Europe's second longest river.  Russia's Volga River, at 2,294

miles, is Europe's longest river.

Following World War II, Germany was divided into separate countries, East and West

Germany, with separate governments.  Additionally the capital city of Berlin was divided

into two separate cities.  Between 1961 and 1989 a concrete barrier called the Berlin

Wall divided East Berlin from West Berlin. Berlin became one city again when Germany

was unified on Oct. 3, 1990.  Berlin is again the capital of Germany today.

Questions about Germany

1. What two seas lie on the northern border of Germany? ______________ and

________________.

2. Name the German city that was divided by a wall until 1990. _____________.

3. Name the mountain range that sits along the border of Austria and Germany.

________________.

4. Is Berlin located in the northeast or northwest part of Germany? __________.

5. Germany shares a border with nine other European countries. Name four of

them: ______________, _______________, ______________ and _________.

6. Name the German city that sits between the Alps and the Danube River?

_________________.

7. Name the country that lies north of Germany, along the Baltic Sea. __________.

8. Name the sea into which the Danube River, Europe's second longest river,

empties. _____________________.

9. This river, one Europe’s busiest waterways, originates in the Swiss Alps, runs



south along the German and Swiss border, through the German city of Cologne

and into the Netherlands: ____________________.

10. Identify five of the nine countries through which the Danube flows: _________,

_______________, __________________, _______________ and ___________.

Belgium

The Kingdom of Belgium, with a population of nearly

12 million, is part of Northern European lowlands. It

has a short coastline on the North Sea.  The

Netherlands lies to the North, Germany to the east,

Luxembourg to the southeast and France to the

south and southwest.  Brussels, the capital, is

located in the center of the country.

There are three recognized regions in Belgium:

Flanders in the north, where the official language is

Dutch; Wallonia in the south, where French is the

official language; and Brussels-Capital region, where

both languages are spoken.

Luxembourg

Luxembourg is a small country with an area of about 1,000 square miles, less than half

the size of the state of Delaware. With a population of about half a million, Luxembourg

is the least populous European Union country, although it has the highest population

growth rate. Its capital, Luxembourg City, together with Brussels (Belgium) and

Strasbourg (France), is one of three EU capitals. The landlocked country is bordered by

France, Belgium and Germany.

The Netherlands

The Netherlands, sometimes referred to as Holland, is located on the northwestern

coast of Europe. The North Sea lies to the west and north. The Netherlands is a small

country and includes the three Caribbean islands of the Netherlands Antilles, which are

self-governing parts of the Netherlands. Amsterdam is the capital of the Netherlands.



The people of the Netherlands are known as Dutch. With a population of 17 million, the

Netherlands is one of the most densely populated countries in the world.

The Netherlands is low lying and mostly flat. About half of the region lies below sea level

and used to lie underwater. Beginning in the 16th century, Dutch engineers drained the

land using windmills and water pumps. Barriers such as sand dunes, dykes and dams

help prevent flooding. The lands reclaimed from the sea are known as polders.

Questions on Belgium, Luxembourg and The Netherlands

1. Name the capital city of Belgium. _____________________.

2. Does Belgium share a border with France or Spain? _______________.

3. What sea separates Belgium and the Netherlands from the United Kingdom?

___________________________.

4. What is the capital of Netherlands? ____________________.

5. What tiny European country sits on the border between France, Belgium and

Germany? ________________________.

6. Half of this country’s land lies below sea level and used to be underwater. After

the land was drained, earthen barriers were erected to keep the water out.

Name the country: __________________.

7. What direction is the Netherlands from Belgium?  ________________________.

8. The Netherland is often called this name:  _____________________.

9. If you travel from Brussels to Luxembourg, what direction would you be going?

________________.



Central and Eastern Europe

The countries in this region include Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Czech Republic,

Slovakia, Hungary, Belarus, Ukraine, Moldova and Romania. Many of the countries in

Eastern Europe are those that border Russia and were once part of the Soviet bloc.

Some of the countries gained independence from the Soviet Union early in the 1990s.

Some of the major landforms that dominate the eastern portion of Europe include:

The Carpathian Mountains

The Carpathian Mountain system is a major mountain range of Europe, extending 900

miles in a large semicircle from Slovakia into central Romania.   The Carpathians do not

have dramatic high peaks or year-round snow caps and glaciers like the Alps.  The

Danube River cuts through the Carpathian Mountains and forms the natural border

between Slovakia and Poland.

The North European Plain

Moving northeast from the Alps is the North European Plain, which stretches for 2,500

miles into Russia.  In this vast region, the land is largely flat with only small areas of hills.

The Danube River

The Danube River is an important geographic feature of this part of the world.  The river

flows eastward for almost 2,000 miles, passing through several Central and Eastern

European capitals, before emptying into the Black Sea via the Danube Delta in Romania

and Ukraine. The Danube flows through or forms a part of the borders of ten countries:

Germany, Austria, Slovakia, Hungary, Croatia, Serbia, Bulgaria, Romania, Moldova and

Ukraine.

Switzerland

Switzerland (population 8.6 million) is bordered by France to

the west, Germany to the north, Liechtenstein and Austria to

the east and Italy to the south.  Switzerland is famous for its

mountains, which cover about 70 percent of the country.

The Swiss Alps are in the central and southern parts of the

country. The tallest mountain (15,204 feet) in Switzerland is



called Dufourspitze or Pointe Du Jour, named for a Swiss engineer. Switzerland is also

home to another famous alpine peak, the Matterhorn (14,692), on the border with Italy.

While Switzerland is landlocked,  the country's snow covered mountains make it one of

the main sources of water in Europe. Numerous important rivers, including the Rhine

and the Rhone, originate in the country's mountains. The largest lakes in Switzerland are

Lake Constance in the northeast and Lake Geneva in the southwest. Switzerland's largest

city is Zurich but its capital city is Bern. Lake Constance separates Switzerland from

Germany.

Liechtenstein

The microstate of Liechtenstein, the fourth smallest country in Europe, covers an area of

62 square miles, about the size of the Washington, D.C.  The Rhine River forms a natural

boundary with Switzerland on the West.  Austria lies to the east.  The narrow valley of

the Rhine occupies the western part of Liechtenstein.

Austria

Austria is a small, mountainous and landlocked country.  The capital of Austria is Vienna,

which lies in the northeast corner of the country and along the Danube River.  Austria

occupies the eastern end of the great mountain ranges of the Alps.  Some of the highest

Alpine peaks are in central and western Austria. While the mountains are beautiful, they

make many areas of the country uninhabitable. Alpine forest or pasture cover much of

the mountain regions where it is too cold or barren to sustain crops or livestock.  Most of

Austria's 8.9 million people live in the Danube valley or other lowland regions north,

east and south of the Alps.

Questions on Switzerland, Liechtenstein and Austria

1. Name two important European river that originate in the Swiss Alps.

__________________ and  _________________.

2. If you travel from the Swiss capital of Bern to Switzerland’s largest city of Zurich,

in which direction would you be traveling? _____________________.

3. Is the Matterhorn or Dufourspitze the tallest mountain in Switzerland?

_______________________.

4. Name the two largest lakes in Switzerland: ___________and ______________.



5. Which country is smaller, Liechtenstein or Luxembourg? _________________.

6. Name the capital of Austria: _______________________.

7. Does the Czech Republic sit on Austria’s northern or southern border?

____________________.

8. Do most Austrians live in the mountain regions or the lowlands? ___________.

9. Which river forms Switzerland’s northern border with Germany?

____________________.

Poland

By land area, Poland is one of the largest European countries. With a population of 38

million people, it is also one of the most densely populated. The capital and largest city

is Warsaw with a metropolitan area population of more than three million. Warsaw is

located on the Vistula River which runs south to north, making an “S” shape the length

of the country and draining into the Baltic Sea.

Two-thirds of Poland lies within the flat lowland region of the North European Plain.  The

Baltic coast has sand dunes and swamps.  Farther inland is a rocky area with thousands

of small lakes.  Near the border of Czech Republic and Slovakia, the country becomes

more mountainous.  The Carpathian Mountains form a natural border between Poland

and Slovakia.

Belarus

Belarus is a landlocked country: it does not have a coastline.   Belarus is part of the great

eastern European plain that makes most of the terrain in this part of Europe flat.

Glaciers have scoured out over 11,000 lakes in Belarus.  Minsk is the largest (2 million)

and capital city of Belarus.

Questions on Poland and Belarus

1. Of the following countries, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Belarus,

Lithuania, Russia, Poland, which two do not border the Baltic Sea?

_______________________and_________________________.

2. This country lies directly north of Ukraine and is home to over 11,000 lakes which

were created by glaciers: _____________________________.

3.  On which “S” shaped river does Poland's capital city of Warsaw lie?



___________________________________________________________

4. Both Poland and Belarus sit on this large flat plain that stretches 2,500 miles into

Russia. ___________________________________________.

5.  What created the over 11,000 lakes in Belarus? ___________________ .

6. Minsk, the capital city of Belarus, lies north or south of Warsaw, the capital city of

Poland? _________________________________________.

Slovakia

Slovakia is a small landlocked country located in the Carpathian Mountains of central

Europe.  During most of the 20th century, Slovakia formed the southeastern province of

the country of Czechoslovakia. In 1993, Slovakia became an independent nation after

voluntarily separating from the Czech Republic.

Unlike many of its neighbors, over two thirds of Slovakia is covered by mountains.  The

Carpathian Mountains which dominate the Slovakian landscape are divided into two

ranges, the High Tatras which run to the north along the Polish border and the Low

Tatras which run to the south.  Most people live in the fertile lowlands in the southwest.

The capital city of Bratislava is located in the south west on the Danube River.

Czech Republic

Formerly part of Czechoslovakia and landlocked in the middle of Europe, the Czech

Republic is about the size of the U.S. state of New York.  The Czech Republic sits on a

large elevated basin surrounded by a ring of low lying mountains called the Bohemian

Massif.  The large Bohemian Forest is located in the southwest.

Hungary

Hungary is a landlocked country in central Europe with many neighbors.  It is mostly flat

with low mountains in the north.  Lake Balaton is one of Europe’s largest freshwater

lakes.  It is a popular tourist attraction and is commonly called the Hungarian Sea.  The

capital of Hungary is Budapest which is located along the Danube River, which cuts the

city as well as the entire country in two.  Budapest was originally two cities Buda and

Pest which combined to form one larger city.  The city of Budapest is also known as a city



of caves.  Approximately 200 caves can be found under the capital city.  These caves

were formed by thermal springs.

Questions about Slovakia, Czech Republic and Hungary

1. Until 1993, Slovakia and the Czech Republic were one country.  Name that country.

___________________________________.

2. Name the mountain range that runs through two thirds of Slovakia and into the Czech

Republic.______________________________.

3.  What is the name of the capital city of Czech Republic which has been the cultural

center of Czech people for over eleven centuries? ______________________________.

4. If you were traveling from Bratislava, Slovakia to Berlin, Germany in what direction

would you be traveling, Northeast or Northwest? ___________________.

5. Does Slovakia’s capital city of Bratislava sit on the Danube or the Elbe River?

____________________________.

6. Name the two main ranges of the Carpathian Mountains in Slovakia.

_______________________________and________________________.

7. What river cuts Hungary in half? ___________________________.

8. Name the large freshwater lake in Hungary which is often called the Hungarian Sea.

_________________________________________________.

Romania

Romania like its northern neighbor Ukraine has a stretch of sea coast along the Black

Sea.  In Romania the Danube River completes it’s over 1,700 mile journey and empties

into the Black Sea at the Danube Delta.  The Danube delta is one of Europe’s last and

largest natural wetlands.  It is an area of swamps, sand dunes and floating reed islands.

Over a million migrating water birds and 75 species of resident and migratory fish come

there to feed and spend the winter.



Romania has a varied landscape. It’s mountainous in the center but also has an equal

amount of lowlands. Bucharest is Romania’s capital and largest city. The fictional Count

Dracula is said to have come from Transylvania, a region of Romania.

Ukraine

Ukraine is the largest country entirely in Europe and has a population of 44 million.  The

capital city is Kiev, which sits on the Dnieper River.  The Dnieper River is the longest river

in Ukraine and the third longest river in Europe.  The Pripet marsh land, in northern

Ukraine is the largest swamp in Europe covering over 38,000 square miles. The Black Sea

borders Ukraine to the south.  Almost half of Ukraine is covered by rich black soil known

as chernozem.  This rich farmland extends into the bordering country of Moldova.

Ukraine declared its independence from the Soviet Union in 1990 but is currently (2021)

involved in a territorial dispute with Russia over the Crimean Peninsula, which Russia

annexed in 2014.

Moldova

Moldova is a landlocked country which lies east of the Carpathian Mountains.  It is

sandwiched between Romania to the west and Ukraine to the north, east and south.

Moldova’s capital city is Chisinau.  The area is a very fertile region with rich black soil

(chernozem) covering three-quarters of the land.

Questions on Romania, Moldova and Ukraine

1. Name the capital city of Romania, often called "Little Paris," because of its distinctive

architecture, numerous museums and opera houses. _________________________.

2. Romania has a coastline on this sea: ___________________________.

3. Name the area where the Danube drains into the Black Sea to create a large wetland

that is home to a wide variety of wildlife: _____________________________.

4.  What country borders Ukraine, Belarus, Latvia and Estonia to the east?

______________________________________.



5. The Black Sea borders Turkey, Bulgaria, Romania and one other eastern European

country.  Name it: _____________________________________________.

6. The largest marshland in Europe is located in Ukraine; what is the name of the

marshland? ____________________________________________.

7. Name the longest river in Ukraine, which is also the third longest river in Europe.

____________________________.

8. Name the sea that sits along Ukraine’s southern border. ______________.

9. What is the capital of Ukraine? ___________________________________.

10. Is Ukraine’s capital city of Kiev located north or south of Chisinau, the capital city of

Moldova? _________________________________________.

11. What do the countries of Belarus and Moldova have in common?

________________________________________________________.

12. Name the Eastern European mountain range that bends southward into Ukraine and

central Romania. ___________________________________.

13. Much of the countries of Ukraine and Moldova are covered by rich black soil, ideally

suited for farming.  Name the type of soil. _______________________________.

Northern Europe





The Baltic States

Located along the Baltic Sea, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania are known as the Baltic

States.  The three countries all have coastlines along the Baltic Sea.  The Scandinavian

countries of Finland and Sweden lie across the Baltic Sea.   The Baltic States are part of

the vast North European Plain.  the land is flat with many lakes, streams and marshes.

There are over 800 islands off the coast of Estonia.

The Baltic Sea is located in northern Europe.  The sea is not salty because many rivers

drain into it.  The sea is also shallow and subject to freezing in the north.  Riga, the

capital city of Latvia, is the largest city in the Baltic States, followed by Vilnius, the capital

of Lithuania.

The Baltic States are not the same as the Balkan countries, which are found closer to the

Mediterranean Sea.

Nordic Countries

The Nordic countries are Denmark,

Norway, Sweden, Finland and Iceland.

Scandinavia typically refers to only the

countries on the Scandinavian Peninsula,

which includes the kingdoms of

Denmark, Norway and Sweden.

The Baltic Sea separates Sweden and

Finland from mainland Europe while

Norway’s Jutland Peninsula extends into

the North Sea and Norwegian Sea.

Norway also contains many glaciers and

waterfalls.  The country’s extensive

coastline along the North Atlantic Ocean

is home to its famous fjords.

Vatnajokull (or Lake Glacier) is the largest glacier in Iceland and it is the largest glacier

mass in Europe.



Denmark

The Kingdom  of Denmark is the southernmost of the Scandinavian countries.  It is a link

between Scandinavia and the rest of Europe because it is the only Scandinavian country

located in Northern Europe.  Denmark is make up of the Jutland Peninsula and over 400

islands, which give the country 4,500 mile coastline.  The capital is Copenhagen,  which

is on the island of Zealand.  Denmark’s only land border is with Germany.  The rest of

Denmark is surrounded by water.   The North Sea lies to the west and the Baltic Sea to

the east.  No location in Denmark is farther from the coast than 32 miles.  Greenland is a

large island that is part of Denmark (but it is closer to North America than Europe).

Norway

The kingdom of Norway occupies the western portion of the Scandinavian Peninsula.

Oslo is the capital. Norway is bordered by Sweden, Finland and Russia to the north and

east; the Norwegian Sea, the North Sea, and the Skagerrak and Kattegat straits border

Norway to the west and south.  The Barents Sea washes on Norway’s northern coasts.

The country’s extensive coastline along the North Atlantic Ocean is home to its famous

fjords.  A fjord is a long, narrow sea inlet bordered by steep cliffs.

Sweden

Sweden is slightly larger than California, however, the population density of Sweden is

only 12 people per square mile and California is 217 people per square mile. Sweden lies

on the eastern part of the Scandinavian Peninsula.  The Baltic Sea and Gulf of Bothnia

are to the east.  To the west is the Scandinavian mountain chain (Skanderna), a range

that separates Sweden from Norway.  Sweden is surrounded by Norway to the west and

Finland to the northeast.  The Skagerrak Strait, the Kattegat Strait and the Oresund Strait

are in the southwest and the Baltic Sea in the east.  The Oresund Bridge also links

Sweden to Denmark in the Southwest.  Sweden is mountainous, densely forested, and

has 90,000 lakes. Stockholm is the capital.



Finland

The Republic of Finland borders Sweden to the west, Russian to the east, and Norway to

the north,while Estonia lies to its south across the Gulf of Finland.  The capital city is

Helsinki.  Finland is a country of thousands of lakes and islands:  187,888 lakes and

179,584 islands to be precise!  One of these lakes, Saimaa, is the 5th largest in Europe.

Its highest point, the Halti,  is in the extreme north of Lapland at the border between

Finland and Norway.

Iceland

Iceland is officially known as the Republic of Iceland and is in the North Atlantic Ocean

between Europe and Greenland.  It has the fewest people -- 366,000 --  of the Nordic

countries.  Its capital and largest city, with more than half of the total population, is

Reykjavik. The largest glacier in Iceland is Vatnajokull and it is the largest glacier mass in

Europe.  Its average ice thickness is more than 3,000 feet thick.  Seven volcanoes are

situated underneath the Vatnajokull ice cap and most are active.  Norway is the closest

mainland country to Iceland and is 600 miles away.

Questions on the Baltic States and the Nordic Countries

1. Is Latvia considered a Balkan or Baltic state? ____________________.

2. Over 800 islands lie off the coast of this Baltic State. Name the state.

__________________________________.

3.  Does Riga, Latvia’s capital and largest city in the Baltic States, lie northeast or

northwest of Vilnius, Lithuania’s capital city? __________________________.

4. Name the three countries that make up Scandinavia: ______________________,

__________________________ and _________________________________.

5. What two Nordic countries are not considered Scandinavian countries?

_______________________________ and _____________________________.

6. If you wanted to travel from Sweden to Finland, would your boat travel east or west

and travel through the Baltic or North Sea?______________, __________________Sea.



7. Which Scandinavian country is also part of northern mainland Europe?

____________________________________.

8. Name the peninsula that makes up the largest portion of Denmark:

___________________________________________________________

9. This landform is a long, narrow sea inlet bordered by steep cliffs commonly found in

Norway. ________________________.

10. Which country occupies the western part of the Scandinavian Peninsula? _________.

11. Approximately how many miles is it from Iceland to Norway? __________________.

12.  What is the largest glacier mass in Europe? __________________________.

Southern Europe

Most definitions of Southern Europe, also known as Mediterranean Europe, include

Italy, Spain, Portugal, Andorra, Vatican City, San Marino, Gibraltar, Corsica and Malta.

Some definitions include Greece and the Balkan States, which are otherwise considered

parts of Southeastern Europe. Some of the major landforms that dominate this region

include:

The Alps

The Alps are the mountain range located in South and Central Europe and form a natural

barrier between Mediterranean Europe and the rest of the continent. The Alps span 700

miles and 10 countries from the southern coast of France, ranging north into Italy and

Austria then arcing southward into Slovenia and Croatia. They end in Albania on the

rugged coast of the Adriatic Sea. The word Alps comes from the French word, “alpages,”

which means mountain meadows.

Plateaus

A plateau is an elevated, comparatively level tract of land. Southern Europe is home to

two prominent plateaus, the Meseta, which covers most of Spain, and the Massif

Central, which covers a large portion of south and southeastern France.

Pyrenees Mountains



The Pyrenees from the natural border between France and Spain and extend for nearly

300 miles from the Bay of Biscay to the Mediterranean Sea.

Italy

The Italian Republic with its 60 million (2020) people is located on the Italian peninsula

in southern Europe. Rome, a city of nearly three

million, is the capital and a font of Western culture.

Also part of Italy are the two largest islands in the

Mediterranean Sea, Sicily and Sardinia. The

independent states of San Marino and the Vatican

City are enclaves within the Italian peninsula. Italy

is formed in the shape of boot that is kicking the

island of Sicily. Italy is bordered by France,

Switzerland, Austria and Slovenia in the north. In

size, Italy is a slightly larger than the state of

Arizona.

The Padan Plain in the north is the largest flat area
in Italy. The plain stretches from the foothills of the
Alpi Cozie in the west to the Adriatic Sea in the
east. Some of Italy's richest farmland is also found
in the north along the Po River Basin. The Po is the

longest river in Italy. Other important rivers include the Tiber, which runs through
Rome, and the Arno, in the region of Tuscany. The Italian peninsula sits on a fault
line (crack in the earth's crust), so Italy suffers from earthquakes and is home to
more volcanoes than other European countries. The three major volcanoes are
Mount Etna in Sicily, Mount Stromboli on an island north of Sicily, and Mount
Vesuvius near Naples.

The Iberian Peninsula

Spain and Portugal

Together, the countries of Spain and

Portugal make up the Iberian Peninsula.

A peninsula is a body of land surrounded by

water on three sides. Spain has a coast on



both the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea.

France and the tiny country of Andorra lie to the northeast of Spain. In the extreme

south of Spain lies the Straits of Gibraltar, which separate Spain and the rest of Europe

from Morocco in North Africa. The Mediterranean Sea lies to the east and the southeast.

The Atlantic Ocean lies to the north, northwest, and southwest. At its narrowest extent,

Spain and Morocco are separated by only eight miles. Gibraltar is actually an overseas

territory of the United Kingdom covering 2.53 square miles.

Most of Spain consists of a large, high plateau in the center of the country called the

Meseta Central ("the rain in Spain falls mainly on the plain"), which is surrounded by

mountains. Madrid is the capital and largest city in Spain. It sits at the geographic center

of the Iberian Peninsula, within the Meseta Central.

The Canary Islands – also known as The Canaries or Las Islas de Canarias – lie off of the

northwest coast of Africa in the Atlantic Ocean and are territory of Spain.  The capital

city is Las Palmas de Gran Canaria.  The islands form a chain or archipelago.  Contrary to

what one might expect, the islands are not named for the bird. The root of the Canary's

name comes from the Latin word for dog, canis. The name for the bird canary is actually

based on the name of the islands!

Portugal

Portugal is a coastal nation in southwestern Europe. It is located on the Iberian Peninsula

and borders only Spain. Portugal is split in two by its main river, the Tagus, which flows

west until it meets the Atlantic Ocean at the capital city, Lisbon. North of the Tagus River,

the landscape is largely mountainous, while in the southern regions are rolling plains.

Madeira

Madeira is an island that lies off the northwest coast of

Africa in the Atlantic Ocean – north of the Canary Islands. It

is a territory of Portugal, claimed by one of the country’s

most famous explorers, Henry the Navigator.  The capital

city is Funchal.  It is an archipelago also known as the

Savage Islands, and consists of three islands: Madeira, Porto

Santo and Desertas.  The island of Desertas is home to the

world’s largest species of tarantula.



The climate is subtropical and it is warm most of the year round.  Madeira was formed

by volcanoes.  Tourism is an important part of the Madeira economy, as is the

production of wine, including the wine madeira.

Questions on Italy, Spain and Portugal

1. These two Italian islands off the mainland coast are the largest islands in the

Mediterranean Sea: _____________________ and ______________________.

2. What shape is Italy known to resemble? ____________________________.

3. Italy is a peninsula surrounded by three bodies of water. Name them.

____________________, __________________  and _____________________.

4. If you traveld by train from Rome to Paris, in which direction would you travel?

__________________________.

5. What is the capital of Spain? _____________________.

6. What is the capital of Portugal? ___________________.

7. What ocean borders Spain and Portugal to the west? _______________.

8. What sea borders Spain to the east? _____________________________.

9. What is the name of the narrow channel of water that separate Spain (in Europe)

from Morocco (in Africa)? _________________________________.

10. What is the name of the mountain chain in northeast Spain?

__________________________.

11. What is the country that borders Spain across these mountains? _____________.

12. Name the tiny country located on the northeastern border of Spain: _________.

13. If you traveled from Lisbon to Madrid, in which direction would you head?

______________________.

14. Gibraltar is a territory of which European country? _____________________.



Southeastern Europe

Major Geographic Features

Most of the countries in this section touch the Adriatic Sea, which is part of the

Mediterranean. West of the Adriatic is Italy and to the east are the Balkan States:

Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Montenegro, Greece, Republic of

Macedonia, Serbia and Slovenia.

The Dinaric Alps -- These mountains start in France and Italy as the Alps and extend for

700 miles.  They become the Dinaric Alps in Slovenia and continue through Croatia and

Bosnia and Herzegovina. They end in Albania on the rugged coastline of the Adriatic Sea.

Apennine Mountains-- The backbone of Italy, the Apennines Mountains are 830 miles

long and run the entire length of the Italian Peninsula, ending on the island of Sicily.

Balkan Mountains -- These mountains extend from Serbia and Montenegro to across

Bulgaria. These mountains sometimes lend their name to the states of this region.

Rhodope Mountains -- The Rhodopes run across the borders of Bulgaria, Macedonia

and northern Greece.  The Rila range includes Mount Musala, whose almost 10,000-foot

peak is the highest in any Balkan country.

Pindus Mountains -- These mountains extend from Albania south through central and

western Greece.

Great Hungarian Plain -- The great plain is located in Serbia, Croatia, and Slovenia.  The

land features several small forests and large patches of grassland.  It is the largest part of

the Pannonian Plain.

The Adriatic Sea -- This body of water separates the Italian Peninsula from the Balkan

Peninsula, and the system of the Apennine Mountains from that of the Dinaric Alps and

adjacent ranges.

Sava River -- The Sava flows through four countries: Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and

Herzegovina and Serbia.



Montenegro

Montenegro has a coast on the Adriatic to the south and borders a tiny part of Croatia to

the southwest, Serbia to the northeast, Bosnia and Herzegovina to the northwest and

Albania to the south. Montenegro is slightly smaller than Connecticut.

Serbia

The Republic of Serbia’s capital is Belgrade.  Serbia is a

landlocked country, covering the southern part of the

Pannonian Plain and the central part of the Balkan Peninsula.

Almost two-thirds of the country is covered with mountains.

Most of the mountains, however, lie in the south and

southeast.  The most important of the sprawling mountains

are the Dinaric Alps and the rugged Balkan Mountains.

Even though it is landlocked, Serbia is connected to the rest

of Europe by several rivers, including: the Lim, Sava, Danube,

Morava, Drina and Tara.



Macedonia

Macedonia, the size of Vermont, is also the Former Yugoslav

Republic of Macedonia (FYROM).  It is a landlocked country

with a central valley formed by the Vardar River.  There are

two major mountain ranges along its borders, Dinarska and

Rhodope, with 16 mountains within them.  Three large lakes

-- Lake Ohrid, Lake Prespa and Dojran Lake -- lie on the

southern borders of the Republic.  Ohrid is considered the

oldest lake in Macedonia.

Albania

The Strait of Otranto gives Albania a strategic

location because it links the Adriatic Sea to the

Ionian and Mediterranean Seas.  Albania borders

Montenegro and Serbia to the north, Macedonia to

the east and Greece to the south and southeast.

Only 60 miles separate Albania and the heel of the

Italian boot.

Greece

Greece’s most famous

mountain is Mt. Olympus

in the Olympus Range and

its highest peak is Mt. Mytikas (9,573 ft).  In ancient times, Mt.

Olympus was the mythical home of Zeus, and much later was

declared the first national park in Greece.  Officially called the

Hellenic Republic, Greece is situated on the southern end of

the Balkan Peninsula.  Its capital is Athens.  It borders Albania,

Macedonia and Bulgaria to the north and Turkey to the east.



The Aegean Sea lies to the east and south of and the Ionian Sea lies to the west.

Greece consists of a mountainous mainland and the Peloponnesus Peninsula. The canal

of the Isthmus of Corinth separates the mainland and the peninsula. Numerous islands,

including Crete, lie in the Aegean Sea.  Four-fifths of the land area consists of mountains

or hills,  making the country one of the most mountainous in Europe. Western Greece is

dominated by the Pindus Mountains, which are essentially an extension of the Dinaric

Alps. The Pindus range extends into the southwestern Aegean and finally on the island

of Crete.  The Islands of the Aegean are actually peaks of underwater mountains that

were part of the mainland.

Bulgaria

Sophia is the capital of Bulgaria, a country of

about 7 million people. The capital is located in

the Sofia Basin. The Balkan Mountains originate

in Montenegro and Serbia and run south toward

the Sofia Basin in west central Bulgaria.  From

there, the mountains run east to the Black Sea.

Just to the south of Balkans is the Valley of

Roses, famous for rose oil used in perfume and

liqueurs. The fertile Danubian Plateau

encompasses the area between the Danube River and the Balkan Mountains. The Balkan

Mountains are the Bulgarian part of the Carpathian Mountains. The Rhodope Mountains

are in the area between the Thracian Plain and the Greek border to the south.

Questions on Southeastern Europe

1. Serbia is a landlocked country connected to Western and Southern Eastern by what

five rivers. ________________, ___________________, _________________,

_______________ and ________________.

2. Belgrade is the capital of what Balkan country? _________________.

3. This country is also known as the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM).

___________________________.



4. What river forms the central valley of Macedonia? ________________.

5. Name the country strategically located along the Strait of Otranto. _____________.

6. If you traveled by boat from Albania to the heel of Italy, how many miles would you

travel, across what body of water and in what direction? ______________,

__________________ and_________________.

7. Name the large peninsula in Greece: __________________________.

8.  What country borders Albania to the South?_____________________

9. The Island of Crete, located in the Mediterranean Sea, is part of what country?

_________________.

10. Mytikas is the highest peak of what mountain range in Greece and also "home" to

the Greek God Zeus? ______________________.

11.  What is the capital of Bulgaria? _________________________.

12. This mountain range that goes through the center of Bulgaria is part of the

Carpathians.  ____________________________.

Slovenia

The Republic of Slovenia borders Italy to the west, the Adriatic Sea to the southwest,

Croatia to the south and east, Hungary to the northeast and Austria to the north. The

capital is Ljubljana. Four major European geographic regions meet in Slovenia: the Alps,

the Dinaric Alps, the Pannonian Plain, and the Mediterranean Sea. Slovenia's highest

peak is Triglav at about 10,000 feet. The land is covered with trees and is the third most

forested country after Finland and Sweden.

Croatia

Croatia's Dalmatian coast is reputed to be one of the most beautiful in the world.

Hundreds of islands dot the Adriatic Sea on Croatia's west side. Zagreb is the capital city.

Croatia resembles the shape of a sideway horseshoe. Croatia is bordered by Slovenia

and Hungary to the north, Serbia to the west and Bosnia and Herzegovina to the south.

A tiny piece of Croatia south of Bosnia-Herzegovina is contiguous with Montenegro.

Croatia's mainland territory is split in two parts by the short coastline.  The major coastal



city of Dubrovnik boasts massive 16th century walls encircling and old town of Gothic

and Renaissance buildings.

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Although it sounds like two, Bosnia and Herzegovina is one country. Sarajevo is the

capital. Bosnia is bordered by Croatia, Serbia and Montenegro. The Dinaric Alps span the

countries of Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro and Albania.

The country's name comes from its two regions, which have a vaguely defined border

between them. Bosnia occupies the northern areas that are roughly four-fifths of the

entire country, while Herzegovina occupies the smaller portion in the south. Seven

major rivers flow in Bosnia and Herzegovina: The Una, Vrbas, Sana, Bosna, Drina,

Neretva and Sava. This country has only a tiny opening to the Adriatic, a coastline that

divides Croatia into two parts.

More Questions on Southeastern Europe and the Balkans

5. Name the six Southeastern European countries that touch the Adriatic Sea.

________________, _____________________, _________________________,

____________________, __________________ and _____________________.

6. This country is the most northern of the Balkan countries: __________________.

7. What shape is Croatia said to resemble? ____________________.

8. Which five countries border Croatia? _________________, ________________,

_________________, ___________________ and ________________________.

9. What is the capital of Bosnia and Herzegovina? _______________________.

10. Which is larger, Bosnia or Herzegovina? _______________

11. This river is the longest in Bosnia: ___________________________.

12. The Dinaric Alps extend through six countries: ______________, ____________,

__________________, _________________, _______________ and ____________.



Africa
Introduction

Africa is the second largest continent with a land area of 11.6 million square miles
(30,244,050 sq km) including adjacent islands and the second most populous continent
with nearly 1.34 billion people (2020). At its widest point, Africa is approximately 4,600
miles (7,400 km) wide.
The continent straddles the equator and stretches approximately 5,000 miles (8,050
km) from Cape Blanc (Tunisia) in the north to Cape Agulhas (South Africa) in the
south. It is connected with Asia by the Sinai Peninsula, from which it is also
separated by the Suez Canal, and is bounded on the north by the Mediterranean Sea,
on the west and south by the Atlantic Ocean, and on the east and south by the Indian
Ocean.
The largest offshore island is Madagascar. Other islands include St. Helena and
Ascension in the South Atlantic Ocean; São Tomé, Príncipe, Annobón, and Bioko in the Gulf
of Guinea; the Cape Verde, Canary, and Madeira islands in the North Atlantic Ocean; and
Mauritius, Réunion, Zanzibar, Pemba, and the Comoros and Seychelles in the Indian Ocean.

Physical Geography

Most of Africa is made up of stable, ancient plateaus, low in the north
and west and higher in the south and east, rising to more than 6,000
ft (1,830 m). The African plateau is composed mainly of metamorphic
rock that has been overlaid in places by sedimentary rock. The
escarpment of the plateau is often close to the coast, generally
forming a narrow coastal plain as well as many waterfalls and rapids
in rivers. The lowest point on the continent is 509 ft (155 m) below
sea level in Lake Assal in Djibouti; the highest point is Mt. Uhuru
(Kibo; 19,340 ft/5,895 m), a peak of Kilimanjaro in northeast
Tanzania. From north to south the principal mountain ranges of Africa are the Atlas Mts.
rising to more than 13,000 ft (3,960 m), the Ethiopian Highlands rising to more than 15,000
ft (4,570 m), the Ruwenzori Mts. rising to more than 16,000 ft (4,880 m), and the
Drakensberg Range rising to more than 11,000 ft (3,350 m).

The continent's largest rivers are the Nile (the world's longest river), the Congo, the Niger,
the Zambezi, the Orange, the Limpopo and the Senegal. The largest lakes are Victoria (the
world's second largest freshwater lake), Tanganyika, Albert, Turkana, and Nyasa (or
Malawi), all in eastern Africa; shallow Lake Chad, the largest in western Africa, shrinks
considerably during dry periods.



Large-scale earth movements, volcanoes and lava flows, are believed to be responsible for
the formation of one of Africa’s most spectacular land features - the Great Rift Valley.  The
Rift is a massive depression of the Earth’s crust extending from Syria in the Middle East,
through the Red Sea and into East Africa. From 40 to 100 mi (60–160 km) wide, it extends
1,800 mi (2,900 km) from the northern end of the Jordan Rift Valley in southwest Asia to
near the mouth of the Zambezi River. The eastern branch of the rift valley is occupied in
sections by Lakes Nyasa and Turkana and the western branch, curving north from Lake
Nyasa, is occupied by Lakes Tanganyika, Kivu, Edward, and Albert. Elevations of the Great
Rift Valley vary from more than 500 ft below sea level in Djibouti to over 6,000 ft above sea
level in Kenya.

Climate

Africa's climate zones are largely controlled by the continent's location straddling the
equator and its almost symmetrical extensions into the Northern and Southern
Hemispheres. Except where high altitude can affect temperature or precipitation (like some
permanently snow capped mountains near the equator), Africa is generally divided into six
climatic regions.

1. Tropical rainforest climate: areas near the equator and on the shores of southeast
Madagascar that experience heavy rain and high temperatures throughout the year.
2. Tropical savanna climate: north and south of the rainforest are areas that experience
high temperatures year-round and seasonal rains during the summer season.
3. Semi-arid steppe climate: north and south of the tropical savanna zone, the semi-arid
steppe has limited summer rain.
4. Arid desert climate: the hot and dry Sahara (north) and the Kalahari (south) extend
from the semi-arid steppe.
5. Semi-arid steppe climate: additional zones with limited winter rain are located north of
the Sahara and south of the Kalahari.
6. Mediterranean-type climate with subtropical temperatures: narrow, coastal belts
located at the northern and southern extremities of the continent that experience a
concentration of rainfall mostly in the autumn and winter months.

People

African people, who account for approximately 17% of the world's
population, are distributed among 54 nations and are further
distinguishable in terms of language and cultural groups,
which number around 1,000. Sub-Saharan Africa is occupied by a diverse
variety of peoples including, among others, the Amhara, Mossi, Fulani,
Yoruba, Igbo, Kongo, Zulu, Akan, Oromo, Masai, and Hausa.
European descendents in Africa are concentrated in areas with subtropical climates or
tropical climates modified by altitude; in the south are persons of Dutch and British descent,



and in the northwest are persons of French, Italian, and Spanish descent. Lebanese
descendents make up an important minority community throughout West Africa, as do
Indian descendents in many coastal towns of South and East Africa. There are also
significant Arab populations both in East Africa and more recently in West Africa. As a
whole, Africa is sparsely populated; the highest population densities are found in Nigeria,
the Ethiopian Highlands, the Nile Valley, and around the Great Lakes (which include Victoria
and Tanganyika). The principal cities of Africa are usually the national capitals and the
major ports, and they typically contain a disproportionately large percentage of the national
populations.

Africa has the longest human history of any continent. Evidence of humans in Africa date
from at least 4 million years ago and anthropologists believe that modern humans may have
first developed in or near the Great Rift Valley. Scientists believe that agriculture and
domesticated livestock were brought to Africa from southwest Asia around the 6th or 5th
millennium B.C. Africa's first great civilization began in Egypt around 3400 B.C. and other
ancient centers were Kush and Aksum in what is now parts of Egypt, Sudan, Ethiopia and
Eritrea.

Economy and Industry
Africa produces three quarters of the world's
cocoa beans and about one third of its
peanuts. Rare and precious minerals
(including much of the world's diamonds) are
abundant in the continent's ancient crystalline
rocks, which are found mostly to the south and
east of a line from the Gulf of Guinea to the
Sinai Peninsula. Extensive oil, gas and
phosphate deposits occur in the north and
west of this general line. Manufacturing is
concentrated in the Republic of South
Africa and in North Africa (especially Egypt
and Algeria). Despite Africa's enormous
potential for hydroelectric power production,

only a small percentage of it has been developed. Africa's fairly regular coastline affords few
natural harbors, and the shallowness of coastal waters makes it difficult for large ships to
navigate. However, some deep water ports that are protected by manmade breakwaters
facilitate commerce and trade in primary cities. Major fishing areas are located off the
northwest and southwest coasts as well as off South Africa and northwest Madagascar.



Africa Facts

Did you know?
• Africa is the second largest continent in terms of both landmass and

population. Which continent ranks first? (Hint: keep reading....)

• The Nile River is the world’s longest river at 4,160 miles (slightly

longer than the distance between Chevy Chase and Berlin, Germany).

• The world's highest recorded temperature of 136.4

Fahrenheit (58 Celsius), was recorded in Al'Aziziya, Libya on

September 13, 1922.

• At 3.5 million square miles, the Sahara (which means

“wilderness” in the Arabic language) is the world's largest and

hottest desert.

• Africa is home to more than 50 independent countries,

representing more than 25% of the countries of the world.

Over 1,000 languages are spoken on the African continent.

• Mt. Kenya, which sits directly on the equator, and Mt.

Kilimanjaro, which is slightly south of the equator, are

volcanoes covered with snow year round due to their high

elevation. Glaciers are present on every continent including these two

African volcanic peaks.

• The Great Rift Valley is one of Africa’s most important land features. It

extends over 1,800 miles from north to south and contains many of the

most important anthropological sites where remains of early humans

have been found.

• Africa is surrounded by bodies of water on all sides – the Atlantic

Ocean to the west and south, the Mediterranean Sea to the north, and

the Indian Ocean on the east and south and Red Sea to the east.





North Africa

“The geographic entity North Africa has no single accepted definition.”

Britannica Encyclopedia.

Introduction

Our Northern Africa examination will focus on the countries  of Western Sahara,

Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya and Egypt.  These countries make up the southern

coastline of the Mediterranean Sea.  The other major bodies of water bordering the

region are the Atlantic Ocean to the west and the Red Sea to the east.  The Atlas

Mountains and the Sahara Desert define the geography of the region.  The distance

between the easternmost and westernmost parts of North Africa is over 3,500 miles.



The Atlas Mountains

The Atlas Mountains stretch for more than 1,200 miles across Morocco, Tunisia and

Algeria.  The mountain range separates the lower lands of the Mediterranean basin to

the north from the Sahara Desert in the south.  The mountains were named for the

Greek mythological giant Atlas who was said to carry the earth on his shoulders.

The Sahara Desert

The Sahara Desert is the largest desert on earth.  The vast, sun-baked land of barren

rock and sand stretches for over 3.5 million square miles, which is almost as large as the

entire United States.  The Sahara Desert stretches from the Atlantic Ocean to the west to

the Red Sea in the east, and southward to central Africa.



Countries and Capitals of North Africa

Western Sahara -- Laayoune

Morocco -- Rabat

Algeria --  Algiers

Tunisia -- Tunis

Libya -- Tripoli

Egypt -- Cairo

Western Sahara

Western Sahara was called Spanish Sahara until 1976.  The capital of Western Sahara is

Laayoune, where 40 percent of the country's population of 500,000 live. The Atlantic

Ocean forms the western border, the northern border is shared with Morocco and the

eastern border is shared with Algeria. The country’s climate is hot and arid.  Its chief

resource is a huge deposit of phosphates,

chemicals used in the manufacture of fertilizer

and cleaning products.  There is little farming.

Western Sahara was a colony of Spain.  When

Spain gave up control, it was divided and its

portions were handed over to Morocco to the

north and Mauritania to the south.  It has only

been in recent decades that Western Sahara

became an independent country. Today (2021),

Western Sahara is a disputed territory.

1. What is the former name of Western Sahara?__________________________

2. Describe the climate._____________________________________________

3. What is the capital of Western Sahara?______________________________

4. What country borders Western Sahara to the east?______________________

5. Name the body of water that borders Western Sahara to the west._______



Morocco

Morocco is the only African country to have a coastline on both the Atlantic Ocean (to

the east) and the Mediterranean Sea (to the north).  The Atlas Mountains dominate the

Moroccan landscape.  To the north the mountains face the Mediterranean Sea and the

Atlantic Ocean.  To the south, the mountains overlook the vast Sahara Desert.  The

highest peak in all of North Africa is Jebel Toubkat, which is found in Morocco’s High

Atlas Mountains.

Rabat is the capital city of Morocco but Casablanca is the largest city, chief seaport, and

commercial and industrial center.  Both Rabat and Casablanca sit on

the Atlantic Coast.

Morocco is the closest country in Africa to Europe, just across the

Strait of Gibraltar from Spain (Gibraltar).  The Strait of Gibraltar

connects the Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea.  Morocco

borders Algeria on its east and Western Sahara on its south.

1. Casablanca may be Morocco’s largest city, but it is not the capital.  Name

Morocco’s capital city.__________________________.

2. This famous strait separates Morocco from Spain.  Name the strait.

_________________________.

3. Which European country is closest to Morocco? _________________. 0

4. What country borders Morocco to the east? ____________________.

5. Name the highest peak found in Morocco’s High Atlas Mountains.

______________________________________.



Algeria

In terms of area, Algeria is the

second largest country in Africa and

the 11th largest in the world.  The

country is dominated geographically

by the Atlas Mountains to the north

and the Sahara Desert to the south.

Over 80 percent of Algeria is

covered by desert.  The Atlas

Mountains separate the Sahara

Desert from the fertile coastal areas

known as the Tell Atlas.  Over 80

percent of Algerians live in the Tell

Atlas.  Along the coastline is the

Mediterranean Sea.  The capital is

Algiers.  The country was a colony of

France until 1962.

1. Which North African country is home to the fertile region of Tell Atlas?

________________________________.

2. What sea borders North Africa to the North? _____________.

3. What mountain range dominates the landscape of North Africa?

_______________________________.

4. What is the capital of Algeria? _________________________.

5. What are the Atlas Mountains named for? _____________________________.



Tunisia

Tunisia is the smallest country in North Africa.  It has borders with Algeria to the west

and southwest, and with Libya to the southeast.  The Mediterranean Sea lies to the east

and north.  Tunisia is

only 100 miles south

of the island of Sicily

and consequently has

a long history of

contact with Europe.

The northern part of

Tunisia is

mountainous.  The

two major mountain

chains of the region

are the Northern Tell

and the High Tell.  The

central part of Tunisia

is an extensive

plateau.  Farther

south lays a series of shallow salt lakes.  The southernmost portion of Tunisia is in the

Sahara Desert.  There the land is sandy and rocky.  The country’s largest river is the

Majardah, which flows into the Gulf of Tunis.  The Majardah Valley is the country’s best

farming region.  The capital city is Tunis.

1. Identify Tunisia’s two mountain chains that are part of the Atlas mountain range.

_______________________ and ______________________________.

2. What is the capital of Tunisia? ________________________________,

3. What direction is Algeria from Tunisia? _________________________.



4. What is the name of the country’s largest river? __________________.

Libya

Libya lies within the Sahara Desert – the world’s

largest desert.  Almost all the country’s land is an

expanse of bare rock and wind-blown sand.  Ninety

percent of the country is desert.  Libya is also a

significant oil producing country.  Tripoli, the capital

and largest city, is on the Mediterranean Sea – as

are most of Libya’s cities.  Libya is a little larger

than the state of Alaska.

Before World War II, Italy invaded Libya and made

Libya an Italian colony.  Libya and Italy have had a

long history of martial conflict.  In ancient times,

portions of Libya were part of the country called

Carthage – an enemy of the country of Rome,

whose military conquests resulted in the Roman

Empire.  Carthage was an important center for markets, religion and culture before the

time of the Caesars of Rome.

1. Name Libya's primary export: ______________________.

2. What is the capital of Libya? ______________________________.

3. Libya is located within what desert? ________________________.

4. Traveling from Libya to Chad, what direction would you go?

__________________.

5. What direction is Egypt from Libya? ________________________.



Egypt

Egypt occupies the northeast corner of Africa and includes the Sinai Peninsula, which is

one of the easternmost parts of the continent of Asia.  The Mediterranean Sea is on

Egypt’s northern border and its eastern coast is on the Red Sea.

The dominant geographic feature in Egypt’s landscape

is the Nile River.  It flows south to north for 900 miles

through Egypt, but has its origin many countries away

to the south at Lake Victoria.  The Aswan Dam was built

across the Nile in the 1960s.  It forced back the waters

of the Nile to create Lake Nasser, named for Egypt’s

first leader who was not a monarch.  Egypt’s rulers

were kings before Nasser; over two thousand years ago

earlier, in ancient times, Egypt was ruled by Pharaohs.

Lake Nasser is one of the largest artificial lakes in the

world.

The Nile River forms a long valley, the Nile River Valley,

which fans out into lowlands north of Cairo.  Cairo is Egypt’s most populous city.  The

lowlands are in Nile’s delta, a triangular shaped area at the mouth of the river, flowing

into the Mediterranean.  Almost all of Egypt’s population lives in the valley and delta.

Cairo is the capital city of Egypt and the largest city in Africa.  Over 100 million (2020)

people live in Egypt altogether.  The Nile divides Egypt into two unequal and very dry

regions: the Western Desert and the Eastern Desert.  They are considered to be home of

the driest areas in the world.

Egypt is home to over 100 pyramids built about 4,500 years ago.



Sinai Peninsula

At the northeast corner of Egypt is the Sinai Peninsula.  It is a wedge-shaped block of

land surrounded by bodies of water on three sides: the Mediterranean Sea to the north,

the Gulf of Suez to the west and the Gulf of Eilat to the east.

The Suez Canal separates the main portion of Egypt from Sinai.  The Suez Canal extends

101 miles across a narrow piece of land called the Isthmus of Suez that connects the

main portion of Egypt from Sinai.  (In general, an isthmus is a narrow strip of land that

separate two larger bodies of land.)  The Suez Canal was constructed in 1869 and allows

ships to pass from the Mediterranean Sea to the Red Sea. The Red

Sea is an inland sea that separates the continents of Africa and Asia.

The Red Sea connects to the Indian Ocean.  The Suez Canal permits

shipping between Asian and European (and American) countries.  In

the past, ships had to make the long voyage around Cape Hope at

the southern tip of the African continent.

Sinai was known for centuries as a fairly barren passage between

Egypt and the countries of the Near East in Asia – what was known

as Mesopotamia in ancient times.  More recently, Sinai was an area

of significant oil discoveries and production.  Also, there are a

number of seaside resort communities along the banks of the Gulf

of Suez.

Nile River

The Nile is the world’s longest river.  It is over 4,000 miles long.  The

river flows through Egypt but begins much farther to the south.  The

origin of the Nile is Lake Victoria whose banks border Uganda,

Tanzania and Kenya.  The mouth of the Nile forms the Nile Delta,

which flows into the Mediterranean Sea.  Most of the population of

Egypt and most of its cities lie along the Nile River Valley.



Questions on Egypt, the Suez Canal and the Nile River

1. What are the sources of the Nile River? ______________________.

2. What is the area called where the Nile flows into the Mediterranean?

__________________________________.

3. What is the capital of Egypt located along the Nile River?

___________________________________________.

4. What sea borders North Africa to the North? ______________________.

5. What is the name of the canal that divides mainland Egypt from the Sinai

Peninsula? ________________________________.

6. What is the name of the river, the longest river in the world, that flows north

through Egypt? ___________________________.

7. What is the name of the country that borders Egypt to the west?

___________________________________.

8. The Aswan Dam is at one at one end of which lake? _________________.

9. If you traveled from Cairo to Alexandria, in which direction would you go?

____________________________.



Sub-Saharan Africa

Botswana

Twice the size of Arizona, Botswana is in south-central Africa, bounded by Namibia,
Zambia, Zimbabwe and South Africa. Most of the country is a near-desert climate,
with the Kalahari occupying the western part of the country. The eastern part is hilly,
with salt lakes in the north. The population is 2.25 million (2020). The capital city is
Gaborone.

Botswana’s government is a parliamentary republic. The earliest inhabitants of the
region were the San, who were followed by the Tswana. The term for the
country's people, Batswana, refers to national rather than ethnic origin.
Encroachment by the Zulu in the 1820s and by Boers from Transvaal in the 1870s
and 1880s strained the peace of the region. In 1885, Britain established the area as a
protectorate, then known as Bechuanaland. In 1961, Britain granted a constitution
to the country. Self-government began in 1965, and on Sept. 30, 1966, the country
became independent. Botswana is Africa's oldest democracy.

Botswana is rich in diamonds and has a strong tourism
industry around its national parks and wild game
reserves. Nevertheless, the country has high
unemployment and stratified socioeconomic classes. In
1999, the nation suffered its first budget deficit in 16
years because of a slump in the international diamond
market which is the country’s most valuable natural
resource. Botswana remains one of the wealthiest and
most stable countries in Africa.



1. Name three of Botswana’s national parks and wild game reserves:
___________________, ____________________ and ________________________.

2. _______________ is the capital of Botswana.

3. What four countries border Botswana? ______________________, ______________________,
______________________, and _________________________.

4. Botswana is Africa’s oldest ______________________.

5. What is Botswana’s most valuable natural resource? ______________________.

6. Where is the Kalahari Desert located in Botswana? _____________________________.

Ghana

Ghana is a West African country bordering on the Gulf of Guinea;
Ghana is bounded by Côte d'Ivoire to the west, Burkina Faso to
the north, Togo to the east, and the Atlantic Ocean to the south. It
compares in size to Oregon, and its largest river is the Volta. The
population is 31 million (2020). The present-day government is
a constitutional democracy. Several major civilizations flourished
in the general region of what is now Ghana.

The ancient empire of Ghana (located 500 miles northwest of
present-day Ghana) reigned until the 13th century. The Akan
peoples established the next major civilization, beginning in the
13th century. The Ashanti Empire flourished in the 18th and 19th
centuries. Also called the Gold Coast, the area has been under
colonial rule of the Portuguese, English, Dutch and the Swedes.
Great Britain ruled the Gold Coast starting in 1820. Neighboring Togoland, a
German and British colony, was incorporated into Ghana by vote in 1956. Ghana
became the first sub-Saharan country in colonial Africa to gain its independence on
March 6, 1957 and it became a republic on July 1,1960.

Ghana suffered civil unrest under military rulers for over 30 years after its
independence. But since 1996, Ghana has been widely viewed as one of Africa's
most stable democracies. English is the official language, but dozens of African



languages are also spoken there. Accra, the capital city, is a word from the Akan
language that means “black ants.”

The climate is tropical. The eastern coastal area is warm and comparatively dry; the
southwest corner, hot and humid; and the north, hot and dry. There are two distinct
rainy seasons in the south (May-June and August-September). In the north, the rainy
seasons tend to merge. A dry, northeasterly wind, the Harmattan, blows in January
and February. Annual rainfall in the coastal zone averages only 33 inches.

The economy is based in agriculture (60%), manufacturing and mining. Major crops
include cocoa, rice, coffee, cassava (tapioca), peanuts, corn, shea nuts, bananas and
timber. Industries include mining, lumber, aluminum smelting, food processing,
cement, and small commercial ship building. Natural resources include gold, timber,
industrial diamonds, bauxite, manganese, fish, rubber, hydropower and petroleum.

1. The name of the capital of Ghana means “black ants” in Akan. Name the city.
_____________________.

2. The ancient kingdom of Ghana controlled the mining and trade of gold in Africa,
so the British called this area the “Gold Coast.” Traveling west from Ghana toward
Liberia, you would traverse _______________________, which is French for “ivory coast.”

3. Ghana was the first European colony in sub-Saharan Africa to gain
____________________________.

4. The largest river in Ghana is the ____________________.

5. The dry, northwesterly wind during January and
February is called __________________________.

Liberia

Lying on the Atlantic in the southern part of West
Africa, Liberia is bordered by Sierra Leone, Guinea
and Côte d'Ivoire. It is comparable in size to
Tennessee and has a population of 5 million (2020).
Most of the country is a plateau covered by dense



tropical forests, which thrive under in the tropical climate with an annual rainfall of
about 160 inches.

The capital city of Monrovia, with a metropolitan population of approximately 1.35
million, was named after James Monroe, president of the United States when Liberia
was founded.

The southeastern corner of Liberia, near Cote D’Ivoire, is called Maryland County –
after the State of Maryland in the United States. Liberia, Africa's first republic
(modeled after the U.S.), was founded in 1822 as a result of the efforts of the
American Colonization Society to settle freed American slaves in West Africa. The
society contended that the immigration of blacks to Africa was an answer to the
problem of slavery as well as to what it felt was the incompatibility of the races. Over
the course of 40 years, about 12,000 slaves were voluntarily relocated to the colony.
Originally called Monrovia, the colony became the Free and Independent Republic of
Liberia in 1847. Today, the English-speaking Americo-Liberians, descendants of
former American slaves, make up only 5% of the population but have historically
dominated the country’s society.

Liberia's indigenous population is composed of 16 different ethnic groups. Between
1920 and 1971, the country suffered decades of civil unrest that ended only recently.
Liberians elected their first woman president in 2006.

The economy is dominated (70%) by agriculture. Liberia’s agriculture crops include
rubber, coffee, cocoa, rice, cassava (tapioca), palm oil, sugarcane, bananas, sheep,
goats and timber. Chief industries include rubber processing, palm oil processing,
timber and diamond mining. Natural resources include iron ore, timber, diamonds,
gold and hydropower.

1. Liberia (which means “the free land”) was settled by the U.S. government in 1822,
as a home for freed African-American slaves. The capital was named after the
American president at that time. Name the capital city: ___________________________.

2. The southeastern tip of Liberia is called Maryland County, named after our state. It
borders the __________________ Ocean and the country of  ______________________.

3. Liberia has over 130 inches of rain annually and has a ______________________ climate.



4. Liberia was Africa’s first __________________ (form of government) and elected its
first woman president in what year? _____________________.

5. What three countries border Liberia? _______________________,  _______________________
and __________________________.

Kenya

Kenya lies across the equator in east central Africa, along
the coast of the Indian Ocean. It is twice the size of Nevada.
Kenya borders Somalia to the east, Ethiopia to the north,
Tanzania to the south, Uganda to the west, and Sudan to
the northwest. In the north, the land is arid; the southwest
corner is in the fertile Lake Victoria Basin; and a length of
the eastern depression of the Great Rift Valley separates
western highlands from those that rise from the lowland
coastal strip.

Kenya’s population is 53 million (2020). Nairobi, the
capital and largest city, has a metropolitan population of
3.5 million. Kenya’s form of government is a republic.
Scientists believe people may first have inhabited Kenya about 2 million years ago.
Presently, more than 40 ethnic groups live in Kenya. Its largest group is the Kikuyu.
The land became a British protectorate in 1890 and a colony in 1920, when it was
called British East Africa. Kenya achieved full independence in 1963. Jomo Kenyatta,
a leader during the 20-year struggle for independence struggle who had been jailed
by the British, was Kenya’s first president. Unfortunately, the country did not
prosper under independence and it was ruled by a series of dictators.

A series of disasters plagued Kenya in 1997 and 1998: severe flooding, epidemics,
and ethnic clashes that erupted between the Kikuyu and Kalenjin groups in the Rift
Valley. Again in 2000, a devastating drought in east Africa brought risk of starvation
to an estimated three million Kenyans. Despite international efforts to end
government corruption and bring about a stable economy, Kenya continues to suffer
from unrest today. Its people have also had to overcome repeated drought and
continual ethnic conflict.



Agriculture dominates the economy with major crops of tea, coffee, corn, wheat,
sugarcane, fruit, vegetables, dairy products, beef, pork, poultry and eggs. Industries
include small-scale consumer goods (plastic, furniture, batteries, textiles, soap,
cigarettes and flour), agricultural products, oil refining, aluminum, steel and
tourism. Major natural resources include limestone, soda ash, salt, gemstones,
fluorspar, zinc, diatomite, gypsum, wildlife and hydropower.

Tourism is significant in Kenya and is focused around wildlife parks and expeditions,
mountain expeditions to Kilimanjaro (in neighboring Tanzania) and Mt. Kenya, Lake
Victoria (Africa’s largest lake) and the Great Rift Valley. Animals native to Kenya
include lions, leopards, elephants, buffaloes and rhinoceroses.

1. Although Kenya lies across the Equator, the country has a very diverse landscape
and climate including snow capped mountains and tropical highlands. The arid
(desert) region in the north is called the _____________________ Desert.

2. Name two large bodies of water along Kenya’s east and west borders:
_________________ and ________________________.

3. Anthropologists believe that people have lived in Kenya for _____________________
years.

4. Kenya’s western region is dominated by this huge land form.
_________________________________.

Nigeria

Nigeria is 30% larger in land area than Texas and it is the
most populous country in Africa with 197 million. Situated
on the Gulf of Guinea in West Africa, its contiguous
neighbors are Benin, Niger, Cameroon and Chad. The lower
course of the Niger River flows south through the western
part of the country into the Gulf of Guinea. Swamps and
mangrove forests border the southern coast; inland are
hardwood forests. The climate is tropical in the southern
half of the country with tropical highlands in the east and
limited tropical savanna in the northeast.



The capital city is Abuja but Nigeria’s and Africa's largest city is Lagos with 21
million people, making it one of the most populous cities in the world. The first
inhabitants of what is now Nigeria were thought to have been the Nok people (500
B.C.– A.D. 200). The Kanuri, Hausa and Fulani peoples subsequently migrated there.
Islam was introduced in the 13th century, and the empire of Kanem controlled the
area from the end of the 11th century to the 14th.The Fulani Empire ruled the region
from the beginning of the 19th century until the British annexed Lagos in 1851 and
seized control of the rest of the region by 1886. It formally became the Colony and
Protectorate of Nigeria in 1914.

Nigeria gained independence in 1960, becoming a member of the Commonwealth of
Nations and joining the United Nations. Organized as a loose federation of
self-governing states, the independent nation faced the overwhelming task of
unifying a country with 250 ethnic and linguistic groups. Civil unrest dominated
Nigeria from 1966 until 1971. After years of military rule,the return of civilian
leadership was finally established with the election of Alhaji Shehu Shagari as
president in 1979. An oil boom in the 1970s buoyed the economy and by the 1980s
Nigeria was considered an exemplar of African democracy and economic well-being.
However, the military again seized power in 1984 and, despite periods of peace and
prosperity, the country continues to be challenged by military, ethnic, religious and
civil unrest.

Today Nigeria is governed by a multiparty government transitioning from military to
civilian control. Nigeria is one of the world's largest oil producers and is a major
supplier of oil to the United States. The economy is dominated by oil production but
also has significant agriculture. Main crops include cocoa, peanuts, palm oil, corn
and rice. Industries include oil, coal and tin production. Natural resources include
natural gas, petroleum, tin, columbite, iron ore and coal.

1. Using the map, name the three of Nigeria’s major rivers. _______________________,
____________________ and ____________________.

2. _________________ is Nigeria’s greatest natural resource, largest export and dominates
the economy.

3. Nigeria's coast is on this body of water (part of the Atlantic Ocean). ________________.

4. The ___________________ people are thought to be the first inhabitants of present-day
Nigeria, dating to 500 B.C.



5. What countries border Nigeria? _______________, ____________________, ___________________
and  ___________________.

Ethiopia

Ethiopia, in east-central Africa, is bordered on the west by
the Sudan, the east by Somalia and Djibouti, the south
by Kenya, and the northeast by Eritrea. It has several high
mountains, the highest of which is Ras Dashan at 15,158 ft
(4,620 m). The Blue Nile, or Abbai, rises in the northwest at
Lake Tana and flows in a great semicircle before entering the
Sudan. Lake Tana, is also the country’s chief reservoir.
Ethiopia has a variety of climates including arid desert,
semi-arid steppe and tropical highlands. The Great Rift
Valley dominates the landscape and bisects the country from
southwest to northeast. The population is 115 million
(2020) and the capital and largest city of Addis Ababa has a population of 5 million.
Over 70 languages are spoken in Ethiopia including Amharic, Tigrigna, Orominga,
Guaragigna, Somali, Arabic and English.

Archeologists have found the oldest known human ancestors in Ethiopia, including
Ardipithecus ramidus kadabba (ca. 5.8–5.2 million years old) and Australopithecus
anamensis (ca. 4.2 million years old). Originally called Abyssinia, Ethiopia is
sub-Saharan Africa's oldest state, and its Solomonic dynasty claims descent from
King Menelik I, believed to have been the son of the queen of Sheba and King
Solomon.

Ancient Ethiopia was a trading capital with major ports along the Red Sea and trade
routes with Asia and the Middle East. Modern Ethiopia established its independence
by defeating an Italian invasion in 1896. In 1931, the Ethiopian emperor created a
constitution that called for a parliament with an appointed senate, an elected
chamber of deputies, and a system of courts. But basic power remained with the
emperor.



Today Ethiopia has a federal republic government. Fascist Italy invaded Ethiopia in
1935 and Ethiopia was annexed to Eritrea, then an Italian colony, and to Italian
Somaliland, forming Italian East Africa. In 1941, British troops defeated the Italians
and the emperor returned to power. In 1952, Eritrea was incorporated into Ethiopia.
Since Eritrea's independence, Eritrea and Ethiopia had disagreed about the exact
demarcation of their borders, and despite a peace agreement, border conflict still
occur. Like many of its neighbors, Ethiopia has suffered from recent drought and the
nation has struggled to feed its people. Additionally, Ethiopia and Somalia have been
in conflict along their border for the last decade.

The economy is dominated by agriculture including cereal grains, coffee, oilseed,
cotton, sugarcane, potatoes, livestock and fish. Industries include food processing,
beverages, textiles, leather, chemicals, metals processing and cement. Natural
resources include small reserves of gold, platinum, copper, potash, natural gas and
hydropower. Ethiopia is considered the birthplace of coffee which is one of the most
important traded goods (commodities) in the modern world.

1. Ethiopia is the oldest independent country in Africa and the only one to
successfully defend against European invasion. Its capital city is ___________________.

2. Name Ethiopia’s three neighbors to the north and east: __________________,
______________________ and __________________________. All of these countries are considered
to be in the “Horn of Africa” because of the shape they form, jutting out into the Gulf
of Aden Indian Ocean.

3. Ethiopia is the birthplace of this important commodity. ______________________.

4. The country is bisected by this dominant landform where archaeologists have
discovered evidence of the oldest known human ancestors. Name this important
landform. _______________________________.

5. Draw and label at least three popular agricultural items produced in Ethiopia.



Congo

The Democratic Republic of Congo (sometimes called
Congo), in west central Africa, is bordered by the
Republic of Congo, the Central African Republic, the
Sudan, Uganda (UG), Rwanda (RW), Burundi (BI),
Tanzania (TZ), Zambia, Angola and the Atlantic Ocean.
It is one-quarter the size of the United States. The
principal rivers are the Ubangi and Bomu in the north
and the Congo in the west, which flows into the Atlantic.
The Congo River Basin is one of the great tropical rain
forest climate zones in Africa. The entire length of Lake
Tanganyika lies along the eastern border with Tanzania
and Burundi. Congo’s population is 90 million (2020).
The capital and largest city is Kinshasa with a population of 15 million.

Formerly known as Belgian Congo, this territory was inhabited by ancient Negrito
peoples (Pygmies), who were pushed into the mountains by Bantu and Nilotic tribes.
An American correspondent, Henry M. Stanley, navigated the Congo River in 1877
and opened the interior to exploration. Commissioned by Belgian King Leopold II,
Stanley made treaties with native chiefs that enabled the king to obtain personal
title in 1885. Leopold accumulated a vast personal fortune from ivory and rubber
through brutal treatment of Congolese slave labor during Belgian colonial rule,
which ended when the country gained independence in 1960. Unfortunately, like
many African nations emerging from decades of colonial rule, Belgian Congo entered
into a long period of civil unrest, civil war and political turmoil that continues today.
The country was renamed the Democratic Republic of the Congo in 1997, which had
been its name before it was changed to Zaire in 1971. In May 2005, a new
constitution was adopted and in 2006, the first democratic election in the country
since 1970 took place.

Despite this slow progress, Congo remains a nation in turmoil; political instability
has been the norm and many of its citizens suffer each year from civil fighting and
displacement. Economically, Congo relies on agriculture and natural resources.
Major crops include coffee, sugar, palm oil, rubber, tea, quinine, corn, fruits and
wood products. Industries include mining (diamonds, copper and zinc), mineral
processing, consumer products, cement and commercial ship repair. Natural



resources include cobalt, copper, cadmium, petroleum, industrial and gem
diamonds, gold, silver, zinc, manganese, tin, hydropower and timber.

1. The Democratic Republic of Congo was also once known as Zaire, and before that,
it was a colony of what European country?________________________.

2. Name the capital and largest city of the Democratic Republic of Congo.
______________________.

3. One of the Democratic Republic of Congo’s neighboring countries has a very
similar name, but they are two completely separate nations. This country just to the
west of the Democratic Republic of Congo is the Republic of Congo. Name four other
countries that border Democratic Republic of Congo. _________________,
____________________, _____________________ and ________________________.

4. At first glance, the Democratic Republic of Congo appears to be landlocked. But if
you look carefully at the map, you will discover the country’s small coastline. What
ocean is this coast on and what is the major river that flows throughout the
Democratic Republic of Congo that empties into this ocean? ________________ Ocean
and ______________ River.

5. Several countries border the Congo. Name at least three. ___________________,
___________________________ and ___________________________.

6. Make up your own question and answer it below.



Madagascar

Madagascar (the island, not the movie!) lies in the
Indian Ocean off the southeast coast of Africa opposite
the country of Mozambique. The world's fourth-largest
island, it is twice the size of Arizona. The country's
low-lying coastal area gives way to a central plateau
and the Ankaratra Mountains. The once densely
wooded interior has largely been deforested. Most of
the island has a tropical and sub-tropical climate
heavily influenced by the surrounding Indian Ocean
and Mozambique Channel. The island was once
connected to mainland Africa but broke off about 65
million years ago as the continental plates moved.
Because it is isolated from the rest of Africa,
Madagascar is home to over 150,000 species of plants
and animals that are only found on the island.
Madagascar’s population is about 26 million and the
capital of Antananarivo is the largest city.

The Malagasy (as island citizens are known) are of mixed Malayo-Indonesian and
African-Arab ancestry. Indonesians are believed to have migrated to the island about
700 A.D. King Andrianampoinimerina (1787–1810) ruled the major kingdom on the
island, and his son, Radama I (1810–1828), unified much of the island. The French
made the island a protectorate in 1885, and then, in 1895, ended the monarchy. A
colonial administration was set up, to which the Comoro Islands were attached in
1908, and other territories later. As an autonomous republic within the French
Community since 1958, Madagascar gained full independence from France in 1960.
However, starting in 1973, a series of military and socialist leaders have fought back
and forth to lead the nation. Since 2001 the nation has had relatively stable
government despite some contested elections. The Madagascar government is a
multiparty republic. The island nation is still heavily influenced by its French
colonial era and French is still an official language along with Malagasy.

As with many African nations, the economy is dominated by agriculture. Main crops
include coffee, vanilla, cotton, sugarcane, cloves, cocoa and rice. Industries include
meat processing, fishing, soap, breweries, tanneries, sugar, textiles, petroleum and
tourism. Natural resources include graphite, chromite, coal, bauxite, salt and
hydropower. Madagascar is known for its vanilla, a primary export.



1. Madagascar is the world’s fourth largest island. It was once attached to the rest of
Africa, but broke off about 65 million years ago. Madagascar is located in which
ocean? ______________________________.

2. Many Malagasy (the people of Madagascar) call their six-syllable capital city by its
nickname, Tana. What is the capital's full name? __________________________.

3. The island of Madagascar is home to over 150,000 plant and animal species that
are found nowhere else in the world. Among them are mongooses, lemurs and giant
jumping rats. These unique animals evolved on the island because it was isolated
from the rest of the African continent.  What body of water separates Madagascar
from mainland Africa? __________________________________.

4. Madagascar was once a French colony. Today, the country has two official
languages. Name them. ______________________ and _____________________.

5. Draw and label a few of the crops, natural resources and animals found in
Madagascar.

South Africa

The Republic of South Africa, on the continent's
southern tip, is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean
on the west and by the Indian Ocean on the
south and east. Its neighbors are Namibia in
the northwest, Zimbabwe and Botswana in the
north, and



Mozambique and Swaziland in the northeast. The kingdom of Lesotho forms an
enclave completely surrounded by South Africa, which has a land area
nearly three times the size of California. The southernmost point of Africa is Cape
Agulhas, located in the Western Cape Province about 100 miles (161 km) southeast
of the Cape of Good Hope.

South Africa has three official capital cities: Pretoria, Cape Town City (the legislative
center), and Bloemfontein (the judicial center). Today, the population of the country
is approximately 59 million.

Summers in South Africa are known to be quite hot, especially in the southern
coastal areas, while inland at higher elevations, temperatures are more moderate.
Winters are generally mild countrywide, with some snow in the hills and mountains.
Like its Southern Hemisphere neighbors, South Africa seasons are the inverse or
opposite of the Northern Hemisphere: spring is September through October,
summer is November  until March, fall is April through May, and winter is June until
August.

The San people were the first settlers of South Africa; the Khoikhoi and
Bantu-speaking tribes followed. The Dutch East India Company landed the first
European settlers on the Cape of Good Hope in 1652. Known as Boers or Afrikaners,
and speaking a Dutch dialect known as Afrikaans, the settlers tried to establish an
independent republic as early as 1795. After occupying the Cape Colony, Britain took
permanent possession in 1815 at the end of the Napoleonic Wars. Anglicization of
government and the freeing of slaves in 1833 drove about 12,000 Afrikaners to
make the “great trek” north and east into African tribal territory, where they
established the republics of the Transvaal and the Orange Free State.

The discovery of diamonds in 1867 and gold in 1876 brought an influx of
“outlanders” into the republics and spurred the British controlled Cape Colony to
attempt to annex the Boer republics. The “inevitable” war with the Boers broke out
in late 1899 and ended with defeat of the Boers in 1902. The Union of South Africa,
composed of four provinces, the two former republics, and the old Cape and Natal
colonies, formed in 1910.

Organized political activity among non-European Africans started with the
establishment of the African National Congress in 1912. South Africa became a
charter member of the United Nations in 1945, but refused to sign the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. Apartheid—racial separation—dominated domestic



politics as South African Nationalists gained power and imposed greater restrictions
on Bantus (black Africans), Asians, and nonwhite persons. The Group Areas Acts of
1950 and 1986 forced about 1.5 million non-white Africans to move from cities to
rural townships, where they lived in abject poverty under repressive laws.

South Africa declared itself a republic in 1961 and severed its ties with the British
Commonwealth, which strongly objected to the country's racist policies. The white
supremacist National Party, which had first come to power in 1948, would continue
its rule for the next three decades. In 1960, the African National Congress (ANC), the
principal anti apartheid organization, was banned, and in 1964 its leader, Nelson
Mandela, was imprisoned. Protests against apartheid grew stronger and more
violent. International pressure to end apartheid intensified. In 1989, the ban on the
ANC was lifted and Nelson Mandela was released after 27 years of imprisonment.

In 1991, a multiracial forum led by President F. W. de Klerk and Mandela, the
Convention for a Democratic South Africa (CODESA), began working on a new
constitution. In 1993, an interim constitution was passed, which dismantled
apartheid and provided for a multiracial democracy with majority rule. The peaceful
transition of South Africa from one of the world's most repressive societies into a
democracy is one of the 20th century's most remarkable success stories. Mandela
and de Klerk were jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1993.

South Africa now has a growing and diversified, industrialized economy. The chief
agricultural products are corn, wheat, sugarcane, fruits and vegetables, livestock,
wool and dairy products. Industries include mining (world's largest producer of
platinum, gold and chromium), automobile assembly, metalworking, machinery,
textiles, iron and steel, chemicals, fertilizer, foodstuffs and commercial ship repair.
Natural resources include gold, diamonds, chromium, antimony, coal, iron ore,
manganese, nickel and natural gas.

1. Name South Africa’s three official capitals:  _____________________, ______________________
and _____________________________.

2. Cape Town on the Cape of Good Hope, which got its name from  Portuguese
explorers because it symbolized the turning point in their long journey sailing
around the continent. If traveling east around the Cape of Good Hope past Cape
Town, you would go from the ____________________Ocean to the ___________________ Ocean.



3. South Africa completely surrounds the small kingdom of _____________________.

4. The southernmost point of Africa is the Cape __________________________________.

5. Draw and label a few of the chief agricultural products of South Africa.

Tanzania

Tanzania is in East Africa on the Indian Ocean. To the north are Uganda and Kenya;
to the west, Burundi (BI), Rwanda (RW) and Congo; and to the south, Mozambique,
Zambia and Malawi. Its area is three times that of New Mexico. Tanzania contains
three of Africa's best-known lakes—Victoria in the north, Tanganyika in the west,
and Nyasa in the south. Mount Kilimanjaro in the north, 19,340 ft (5,895 m), is the
highest point on the continent. The island of Zanzibar is separated from the
mainland by a 22- mile channel.

Arab traders first began to colonize the area in 700 A.D. Portuguese explorers
reached the coastal regions in the 14th century and held some control until the 17th
century, when the sultan of Oman took power. With what are now Burundi and
Rwanda, Tanganyika became the colony of German East Africa in 1885. After World
War I, it was administered by Britain under a League of Nations and later as a United
Nations trust territory.

Tanganyika became independent in 1961; Zanzibar in 1963. On April 26, 1964, the
two nations merged into the United Republic of Tanganyika and Zanzibar. The name
was changed to Tanzania six months later. Tanzania did not escape the same civil
unrest of neighboring countries. Between 1978 and 1985, the country experienced
invasions by the army of neighboring Uganda and civil fighting over control of the
government. Finally in 1985, following a presidential election, plans were
announced to institute a multiparty democracy, and in 1995 the country's first
multiparty elections since independence took place.



Dar es Salaam (the largest city with 6.4 million) is the former but de jure capital city
and Dodoma, where governmental offices are housed, is the nominal national
capital. Like much of East Africa, Tanzania has two distinct warm (often hot) and
humid rainy seasons. Lighter rain falls (March - June), while heavy downpours and
storms occur (November - January). Tanzania is home to many of Africa’s best
known and frequently visited natural features and wild game preserves: the
Serengeti Plain, Mt. Kilimanjaro and Zanzibar. These famous places have captured
the imagination of explorers and tourists for decades and conjure well known
images of East African safaris and wildlife expeditions.

Tanzania’s economy is based in agriculture and tourism. Agricultural products
include coffee, sisal, tea, cotton, chrysanthemums, cashew nuts, tobacco and
livestock. Industries include tourism, sugar, diamond, gold, and iron mining, cement,
oil refining, wood products and fertilizer. Natural resources include hydropower, tin,
phosphates, iron ore, coal, diamonds, gemstones, gold, natural gas and nickel.

1. The name of Tanzania’s former capital city means “Haven of Peace” in the Arabic
language. Name the former and current capital cities: ____________________________, and
_____________________.

2. Tanzania is famous for wild animal safaris and dramatic landforms (mountains,
deserts, plains, etc.). Name two of Tanzania’s most famous wild places.
_______________________  and ___________________.

3. Tanzania shares this lake (Africa’s largest) with several neighboring countries.
Name this lake: ____________________________.

4. The name “Tanzania” is a combination of Tanganyika and what island?
_____________________________.

5. Draw and label a few of the country's chief agricultural products.



Quick Africa Quiz

1. What ocean lies
on Africa's
western border?
____________________.

2. What ocean lies
on Africa's
eastern border?
____________________.

3. What sea forms
Africa's northern
border?
___________________.

4. What long,
narrow sea forms
Africa's
northeastern
border?
____________________.

5. What cape at the
southern tip of Africa separates the Atlantic and Indian oceans ?
_________________________________________.



6. What is the name of the large island nation off the southeastern coast of
southeastern Africa? ________________________________________.

7. Name the large lake on the equator:  ___________________________.

8. What is the name of the very long African river that flows north into the
Mediterranean? _______________________________________.

9. Name the major central African river that crosses the equator and flows into
the Atlantic: _____________________________.

10. What is the name of the largest desert in northern Africa? _____________________.

11. What is the name of the smaller desert in southern Africa? _____________________.

12. What is the name and elevation of Africa’s highest mountain?
__________________________  and  ______________________________.

Some Geography Words to Know

1. Cape -- a piece of land extending into a body of water
2. Capital -- the seat (headquarters) of government
3. Colonize -- to establish a colony of another country
4. Colony -- a territory distant from the country controlling it
5. Continent -- a primary, large land area
6. Desert -- a very arid or dry (either hot or cold) place with little rainfall
7. Equator -- an imaginary line around the Earth that is the exact midpoint

between the North and South Poles and which separates the Northern and
Southern Hemispheres of the planet

8. Landlocked -- entirely surrounded by land; cut off from oceans
9. Peninsula -- a piece of land surrounded by water on three sides, usually

more narrow than a cape
10. Strait -- a narrow waterway connecting two large bodies of water
11. Tropical -- a climate characterized by hot and humid air and a large amount

of annual rainfall
12. Valley -- a large depression in the landscape typically formed over millions of

years by a river or movement of the Earth’s crust



Challenge: Draw a scene that demonstrates your knowledge of at least two of the
above words.

Color Europe red and Africa blue. Extra credit -- color the  Western Hemisphere green!


