
Welcome to 3rd Grade 
Back to School Night!!
Welcome to 3rd Grade 
Back to School Night!!

Mrs. Lane, Mr. Sefcik, 
Mrs. Lehmann and Ms. Permison



Communication
• Parent – Teacher Communication is Important!!!

Contact each 3rd grade teacher via e-mail, school 
phone, or note.   Please give us 24 hours to 
respond.

Lorinda_E_Lane@mcpsmd.org
Nicholas_D_Sefcik@mcpsmd.org    
Lisa_B_Lehmann@mcpsmd.org
Jennifer_L_Permison2@mcpsmd.org



Communication
• Red Folders

– Go home on Wednesday
– Send back to school Thursday
– Parents will need to go through the red 

folder on Wednesday night
– Students should return any forms to 

their teacher on Thursday morning.



Schedule



Spring Training © Benchmark Education Company, LLC. All rights reserved.



Benchmark Advance resources were built 
to support the College and Career Ready 
Standards for Literacy. Key instructional shifts 
are: 

● Regular practice with complex text

● Using text evidence in reading, writing, 
listening and speaking

● Building content knowledge

Instructional Shifts



● Vertical alignment across K-5

● Three-week units centered around 

knowledge strands

● Write-in text sets + digital access to 

materials

● Writing aligned to reading

● Foundational skills instruction

● English learner scaffolds

● Targeted intervention tools

● Built-in assessments

Key Components



Vertically Aligned Standards

Introduction to 
Benchmark 
Workshop

Staircase of Complexity,  Progression of Learning
Practice/Apply Skills and Strategies Across the Grade 

Levels 



Before Unit 1:  Review and Routines 

● First 15-20 days of instruction to allow students to learn the 

classroom procedures through direct instruction, rather than 
through trial and error.

● Time to explicitly model, teach and practice literacy behaviors 
and expectations students will use consistently throughout the 
year.

● Parents should not expect to see homework or graded work 
coming home during this time. 

● Teachers will gather anecdotal and formative data in order to 
assess students’ reading skills for placement in small, flexible, 
needs-based groups, but will not report reading or writing 
grades until Unit 1 begins. 
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Close Reading



Using Text Evidence in Writing



Home-School Connections

● This letter exists for each 
unit at each grade level. 

● The first page has an 
overview of the topic and big 
idea of the unit. 

● The second page consists of 
connections to the topic, 
vocabulary, comprehension, 
and word study concepts 
taught in the unit, with ideas 
for activities parents can 
complete with their children 
at home. 

Example 
from
Grade 3, 
Unit 2



Family Night

Grade 3 Daily Take Home Calendar



Student Portal

There is an online student portal 
available so that students can log 
on and access materials from 
home using the internet.  

Look for more information on this 
to be coming home soon. 



Math

• *Weekly assessment to assess skills 
taught throughout the week.

• *Important that they learn all of their 
basic math facts!  (subtraction, addition, division, 

and multiplication)



Science & Social Studies
• Social Studies:

– Civics – roles of individuals, groups and 
leaders

– Geography
– Comparing Cultures – then and now
– Economics – budgeting resources

Science:
– Forces in Motion
– Properties of Matter
– Heat Energy
– Ecology



Conferences
• Friday November 11th through 

Friday November 12th

• These are early release days for 
students.



Chrome Books

• Permission Slips
• Ear buds/headphones
• Testing



Questions and Closing
• Connect Eds are being sent every 

Sunday night.  If you aren’t receiving 
yours, contact the office to update 
you telephone information.

• Thank you for coming!


