
Welcome to Back to 
School Night!

Welcome
To 

First Grade
At

Fox Chapel
Elementary!



Odds and Ends

Homework
Cafeteria money
Birthday 
Medication
Arrival time
Dismissal Changes 
Absence note

Communication folder
Newsletters
Supplies
Forms



Classroom Philosophy
Learning should be exciting, rewarding, 
and fun.
When you visit, sometimes the classroom 
will be:
– quiet as children work independently.

or
– not so quiet -- as you will hear and see  

children talking and working cooperatively  
in small groups or in workstations.



What’s Happening in 
First Grade?

Five sensational classes
Reduced class size
School-wide behavior 
management system (PBIS)



PBIS
Positive Behavior Intervention and  Support

Fox Chapel Trailblazers

We are…Respectful
We are…Responsible
We are…Safe



How will the math program 
be structured this year?

Curriculum 2.0

Major focus on number sense and         
fact memorization

Emphasis on differentiated 
instruction 

Formative Assessments throughout 
learning
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Benchmark Advance resources were built 
to support the College and Career Ready 
Standards for Literacy. Key instructional shifts 
are: 

● Regular practice with complex text

● Using text evidence in reading, writing, 
listening and speaking

● Building content knowledge

Instructional Shifts



● Vertical alignment across K-5

● Three-week units centered around 

knowledge strands

● Write-in text sets + digital access to 

materials

● Writing aligned to reading

● Foundational skills instruction

● English learner scaffolds

● Targeted intervention tools

● Built-in assessments

Key Components



Vertically Aligned Standards

Introduction to Benchmark 
Workshop

Staircase of Complexity,  Progression of Learning
Practice/Apply Skills and Strategies Across the Grade 

Levels 



Before Unit 1:  Review and Routines

● First 20 days of instruction allow students to learn the classroom 
procedures through direct instruction, rather than through trial 
and error.

● Time to explicitly model, teach and practice literacy behaviors 
and expectations students will use consistently throughout the 
year.

● Parents should not expect to see homework or graded work 
coming home during this time. 

● Teachers will gather anecdotal and formative data in order to 
assess students’ reading skills for placement in small, flexible, 
needs-based groups, but will not report reading or writing 
grades until Unit 1 begins. 11



Close Reading



Using Text Evidence in Writing



Home-School Connections

● This letter exists for each unit at 
each grade level. 

● The first page has an overview of 
the topic and big idea of the unit. 

● The second page consists of 
connections to the topic, 
vocabulary, comprehension, and 
word study concepts taught in the 
unit, with ideas for activities 
parents can complete with their 
children at home. 

Example from
Grade 3, Unit 2



Family Night

Grade 1 Take Home Calendar



Student Portal

There is an online student portal 
available so that students can log 
on and access materials from 
home using the internet.  

Look for more information on this 
to be coming home soon. 



Reading Targets

Quarter 1 Levels 6-7

Quarter 2 Levels 8-11

Quarter 3 Levels 12-15

Quarter 4 Levels 16



Ways You Can Support 
Your Child in Reading

Read daily
Practice sight words
Ask questions about what 
they have read 
Discuss new VOCABULARY



Handwriting

Letter formations are 
in the back of the 
packet for additional 
practice at home.



Social Studies
Civics: rights and 
responsibilities, US symbols, 
and patriotic actions
Geography: geographic 
characteristics,  protecting 
the environment
Economics: the production 
process, goods and services, 
markets
Culture: our traditions and 
past & present
History: make and read 
timelines and sequence your 
personal history



Science

• Next Generation Science 
Standards

• Topics for Quarter 1:  
Sun, Moon, Stars, Sky 
Patterns, Shadow 
Patterns, Seasons

• Opportunities for making 
observations and 
constructing models



Academic Grades

Grades reflect 
mastery of first grade 
objectives

Students are assessed 
using a variety of 
assessment tools

Effort or participation 
are not considered 
when determining 
academic grades

P-complete 
understanding and 
use of grade level 
standards
I-incomplete 
understanding and 
use of grade level 
standards
N-minimal 
understanding and 
use of grade level 
standards



Learning Skills
 Collaborates with others
 Completes learning tasks
 Demonstrates creative 

thinking skills
 Demonstrates critical 

thinking skills
 Demonstrates 

effort/motivation/
persistence

 Engages/maintains 
attention

 Follows directions

DEM – Demonstrating

PRG – Progressing

N – Not Yet Evident



MyMCPS Classroom

• https://classroom.mcpsmd.org/



Any questions?


