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Outcomes
By the end of this session, we will have:

• discussed our expectations for this year

• introduced the new Benchmark Advance reading & writing 

curriculum

• reviewed the 2nd grade curriculum/Grading and Reporting

• answered frequently asked questions

• described a typical day in each individual classroom



Attendance Expectations
Illness
• if your child is sick – have them stay home!
• send in a note
 

Transportation
•A note with a parent signature MUST be sent 
in with your child if the way your child 
goes home changes!



Communication
Email
The fastest, most convenient way to stay 
in touch is through email:

•Zaira_P_DepazMendez@mcpsmd.org
•Jamie_E_Lewis@mcpsmd.org
•Stephanie_Park@mcpsmd.org
•Jennifer_D_Smith@mcpsmd.org
•Catriona_A_Sutton@mcpsmd.org

Phone
If there’s an emergency, call the school at 240-740-0680
(before school starts at 8:25am or after school ends at 3:25pm)



More Communication
Yellow Daily Communication Folders
These folders have your child’s Reading 
and Behavior Log. Please check your 
child’s behavior for the day, and sign 
when he/she has read for 15-20 minutes.

• sent home daily – even on Friday
• returned to school every day

Red Folders
These folders contain important information for you to review 
each week. They are sent home every Wednesday and should be 
returned the next day, along with any forms that needed to be 
completed.



Homework Expectations
Yellow Daily Communication
Folders (again!)
• sent home daily (even
on FRIDAY) and returned
each morning

• must be returned the
next day with a parent/
guardian’s signature

• students are to be
reading every night for
at least 15-20 minutes



Math
• Begins at 10:00

• At Home:

•Review Basic Facts
• it is important that students learn their basic math facts
• Xtra Math – at school AND at home

•Identifying and counting collections of coins

•we encourage parents to purchase an analog clock for at 

home



Instructional Shifts
Benchmark Advance resources were built to 
support the College and Career Ready Standards 
for Literacy. Key instructional shifts are:
● Regular practice with complex text
● Using text evidence in reading, writing, listening 
and speaking
● Building content knowledge



Key Components
● Vertical alignment across K-5

● Three-week units centered around knowledge strands

● Write-in text sets + digital access to materials

● Writing aligned to reading

● Foundational skills instruction

● English learner scaffolds

● Targeted intervention tools

● Built-in assessments



Vertically Aligned Standards
Staircase 
of Complexity,  
Progression 
of Learning 
Practice/Apply 
Skills and 
Strategies 
Across the 
Grade Levels 



Before Unit 1:  Review & Routines
● First 20 days of instruction to allow students to learn the 
classroom procedures through direct instruction, rather than 
through trial and error.
● Time to explicitly model, teach and practice literacy 
behaviors and expectations students will use consistently 
throughout the year.
● Parents should not expect to see graded work coming home 
during this time.
● Teachers will gather anecdotal and formative data in order 
to assess students’ reading skills for placement in small, 
flexible, needs-based groups, but will not report reading or 
writing grades until Unit 1 begins. 



Close Reading



Using Text 
Evidence in 

Writing



Home-School Connections
● This letter exists for each unit at 
each grade level.
● The first page has an overview 
of the topic and big idea of the unit.
● The second page consists of 
connections to the topic, vocabulary, 
comprehension, and word study 
concepts taught in the unit, with ideas 
for activities parents can complete with 
their children at home. 



Social Studies & Science
Social Studies

• Citizenship
• Customs and Traditions
• Economics 
• Leaders

Science

• NGSS...it’s new!



Next Generation 
Science Standards
Information for Parents: Grade 2



Why the Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS)
Students have interactive science instruction that 
promotes-
• analysis and interpretation of data 
• critical thinking
• problem solving
• connections across science disciplines



What is different about NGSS?
Students have the opportunity to-
• Create their own investigations

• Develop models to explain phenomena and solve 
problems

• reason and support their conclusions with evidence

• use science to solve real problems

• engage in learning connecting engineering and science 
practices and concepts



Additional Resources
• Next Generation Science 

Standards website
https://www.nextgenscience.org
/parentguides
• Parent Q&A
http://static.nsta.org/pdfs/NGSS
ParentGuide.pdf

https://www.nextgenscience.org/parentguides
https://www.nextgenscience.org/parentguides
http://static.nsta.org/pdfs/NGSSParentGuide.pdf
http://static.nsta.org/pdfs/NGSSParentGuide.pdf


Grading and Reporting
Report Card:
• Distributed four 
times

• first one at Parent 
Conferences

• second and third 
are sent home with 
your child

• fourth/final one is 
mailed home

A The student consistently demonstrates mastery 
of the grade level standards taught this 
marking period.

B The student frequently demonstrates mastery of 
the grade level standards taught this marking 
period.

C The student periodically demonstrates mastery 
of the grade level standards taught this 
marking period.

D The student rarely demonstrates mastery of the 
grade level standards taught this marking 
period.



Chromebooks
Must have…
•Permission Slip
•Headphones/Earbuds

Used for…
•Centers/Stations
•Testing
•Writing



FAQ’s
Birthday celebrations

Fox Chapel’s birthday policy is that parents are not permitted 
to bring in food related snacks and/or treats to celebrate their 
child’s birthday. If food is brought in, it will 
be sent home with the student.



FAQ’s continued
Volunteers
MCPS is requiring that ALL volunteers and chaperones 
complete the Child Abuse and Neglect online training before 
they can be considered a classroom volunteer or to go on a 
field trip. The online training can be found on the MCPS 
website and type in “child abuse and neglect” in the search 
bar OR you can type in the following URL:
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/childabuseandneglect/
Once you have completed the online training, there will be a 
certificate for you to print out. Please send the certificate to 
school as proof that you have completed the training.

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/childabuseandneglect/


Time to Visit 
Your Child’s 
Classroom!


