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Farmland Elementary School

Frequently Asked Questions
SCHOOL HOURS

The school office is open from 8:30-4:30 daily.

Students can enter the building at 9:10 a.m.

Regular school hours are from 9:25 a.m. to 3:50 p.m.  Doors open at 9:10 a.m.
On “Early Release” Days, school hours are 9:25 a.m. to 1:20 p.m.

GETTING TO AND FROM SCHOOL

Bus Transportation – Bus transportation is provided for students living outside a one-mile radius of the school and for students who must cross Montrose Road in order to get to school.  Questions about the buses or routes should be directed to the Transportation Office at (301) 469-1070.

Driving to School – Children who are driven to school should be dropped off in the traffic loop in the small parking lot to the right side of the building when facing the school.  Students should exit on the passenger side of cars.  Parents should remain in their cars and drive out of the loop making a right-hand turn onto Old Gate Road.  Please, no left turns during high traffic times and no passing any car while in the loop.  When picking up, parents/guardians should park their cars on the street, NOT in the staff parking lot or bus lanes.  Please park legally and without blocking neighbors’ driveways; be observant of the parking regulation signs posted on the streets.  Please note the parking restrictions along Old Gate Road and Farmland Drive.  “No Stopping Anytime” means that no cars are allowed on that stretch of the street, even if the driver remains in the car.  Also, please note the restrictions on making U-turns on those streets.

During dismissal, parents are asked to wait outside the school, near the flagpole.  Parents and guardians are not allowed to drive in the bus lane from 9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL PROCEDURES

Farmland students should arrive at school between 9:10 a.m. and 9:25 a.m.  It is not safe for children to be dropped off before 9:10 a.m. because adult supervision is unavailable. It is very important to arrive as close to 9:10 a.m. as possible to give your child an opportunity to have time to unpack and greet friends prior to the start of instruction, which begins promptly at 9:25 a.m. Besides not providing your child the time to ease into the start of the school day, arriving right at 9:25 a.m. or later interrupts instruction for your child and others. Children arriving at 9:25 a.m. or later are marked tardy and must be signed in by a parent in the main office. 

At the end of the school day a series of bells are rung.  The first bell signals the dismissal of the school patrols and Kindergarten.  The next bell signals the dismissal of students in Grade 1 and Grade 2 who walk home or ride home with parents/caregivers, as well as children attending Kids After Hours (KAH).  The third bell signals the dismissal of students in Grades 3-4-5 who walk home or ride home with their parents/caregivers, as well as children attending Kids After Hours (KAH).  The bus riders are dismissed as the school buses arrive at Farmland.  Parents/caregivers who come to school to pick up children at the end of the school day are requested to wait outside in the front of the school near the flagpole to prevent unsafe crowding around the doors to the school. When picking up a student early, parents must be in the office before 3:30 p.m. on a regular school day and before 1:00 p.m. on an early dismissal day. Students will not be dismissed from the office after 3:30 p.m. or after 1:00 p.m. If there are any changes in dismissal, a parent should email the teacher informing her/him of the change. If the teacher does not respond by 3:00 p.m. then the parent can call the office and let them know of the change in dismissal. 
STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT
Farmland students are responsible, respectful, and safe citizens; therefore, discipline is not a frequent problem.  However, it is important for everyone to know the expectations for student behavior and the consequences for not following the rules.  Students, staff, and parents are in a partnership to help everyone understand and support these expectations so that all students can learn.

A current copy of the Farmland Code of Conduct will be placed on our website and a yellow form will be sent home at the beginning of the year. Parents/Guardians are expected to review the Code of Conduct with their child and complete and sign the form indicating that you and your child have read it.  This form is to be sent back to your child’s classroom teacher.
LUNCH AND RECESS PROCEDURES 
Lunch Schedule
	Lunch Schedules are as follows:

	First Semester
	
	Second Semester

	11:45-12:20
	Kindergarten & Grade 1 (split)

LFI (Crowder)
	
	11:45-12:20
	Kindergarten & Grade 2 (split)

LFI (Crowder)

	12:20-12:55
	Grade 2 & Grade 1 (split)
	
	12:20-12:55
	Grade 1 & Grade 2 (split)

	1:00-1:35
	Grade 3 & Grade 4 (split)

LFI (Lund)
	
	1:00-1:35
	Grade 3 & Grade 5 (split)

LFI (Lund)

	1:35-2:10
	Grade 5 & Grade 4 (split)

LFI (Hanifin)
	
	1:35-2:10
	Grade 4 & Grade 5 (split)

LFI (Hanifin)


Students may bring lunch from home or buy lunch from the cafeteria.  

Students Who Purchase Lunch at School - Lunch menus are sent home with your child every month.  Farmland uses a computerized cash register system in the cafeteria.  Each student is assigned an account that is accessed by a Personal Identification Number (PIN).  Parents are responsible for depositing money weekly or monthly in their child’s account.  At mealtime, the computer records food purchases and deducts the amount from the account.  Students who choose not to pay in advance, still enter their PINs on the key pad, and then pay in cash.  Money must be sent to Farmland Elementary School’s cafeteria. For additional information, please call the office at 240-740-0660 and ask to be transferred to speak with the cafeteria manager. Neither the school cafeteria manager nor the office has any funds to lend money to students who have forgotten their lunch or lunch money.

MyLunchMoney is a service where parents can make prepayments to their child’s cafeteria account using your credit card.  The service is easy to use, convenient, private, and secure.  Simply go to www.myLunchMoney.com to enroll and start using the site to deposit funds into your child’s cafeteria account.  Once your account is established, you can check balances and fund the account anytime from your computer.  Your child’s information is safe and your personal and payment card information is protected by the most advanced Internet security.  There is a $1.95 convenience fee per transaction.  Using myLunchMoney.com is optional for families interested in this service.  You can still send checks or cash to school, but online payments are safe and save time.

Food Prices are as follows:


Student breakfast 
$1.30
     Reduced breakfast
    $0.00


Student lunch

$2.55
     Reduced lunch

    $0.40


Milk

            $0.60

RECESS SCHEDULE
	Recess Schedules are as follows:

	First Semester
	
	Second Semester

	11:45-12:20
	Grade 2 & Grade 1 (split)
	
	11:45-12:20
	Grade 1 & Grade 2 (split)

	12:20-12:55
	Kindergarten & Grade 1 (split)

LFI (Crowder)
	
	12:20-12:55
	Kindergarten & Grade 2 (split)

LFI (Crowder)

	1:00-1:35
	Grade 5 & Grade 4 (split)

LFI (Hanifin)
	
	1:00-1:35
	Grade 4 & Grade 5 (split)

LFI (Hanifin)

	1:35-2:10
	Grade 3 & Grade 4 (split)

LFI (Lund)
	
	1:35-2:10
	Grade 3 & Grade 5 (split)

LFI (Lund)


SPECIAL EVENTS

Assemblies - Assemblies are planned periodically as special events throughout the year.  Assemblies may be held for school-wide announcements, presentations, and performances by student groups, or as part of the Cultural Arts Program. Student attendance is a requirement, not an option. Consult the Farmland ES Student Code of Conduct for expected assembly behavior.

Field Trips – Occasionally, teachers plan trips to offsite locations to enrich student appreciation of a particular curricular goal that is being studied in class.  When a class plans a trip, each child will bring home a permission slip, which must be signed and returned to the teacher in order for the student to participate.   On trips scheduled by the school students are driven by school buses or on private chartered buses. Parent/guardian volunteers act as chaperones and teacher assistants on most trips.  Most trips have a nominal fee to be paid in advance.  No child should miss a field trip due to lack of funding. Financial assistance is always available and may be arranged by a phone call or written request to the Principal. These arrangements are confidential.  As field trips are connected to the child’s curriculum, all students must attend these field trips unless it is determined to be unsafe for the child. 
Birthdays - Parents/guardians should consult the teacher for information regarding the nature and extent of their child’s birthday celebration.  Parents who do not wish for their child to participate in celebrations, including birthday observances, should notify the classroom teacher of their preference.  Only store purchased items may be served.  For the safety of students with peanut/nut allergies, please check to avoid any peanut/nut ingredients.  
Classroom Parties - Each class has three scheduled parties a year: Halloween, Valentine’s Day and the end of year.  Parents who do not wish for their child to participate in these or other celebrations should notify the classroom teacher of their preference.  Room parents or others who organize these parties should check with the teacher regarding any children who may have food allergies. Only store purchased items may be served.
SCHOOL CLOSINGS & EARLY DISMISSAL
Inclement Weather - On days when the weather is inclement or threatening (especially with regard to snow or ice storms), normal school hours may be changed.  The opening of school could be delayed two hours, or school could be canceled.  If bad weather occurs midday, school dismissal and cancellation announcements can be heard from the following sources.  Please do not call the school.

WMAL Radio Station 630 AM



WTOP Radio Station 103.5 FM

All Local TV Channels

Montgomery County 24-Hour News Tape at (301) 279-3673.
MCPS website
In addition, you may sign up to be notified by e-mail or text messages about weather and other closings through the following multimedia channels:

MCPS Quick Notes www.mcpsquicknotes.org

Alert MCPS http://alert.montgomerycountymd.gov/

Twitter http://twitter.com/mcps
These multimedia channels are the quickest method for receiving MCPS important notices.

Delayed Opening – On days when school opens two hours late, field trips beginning before noon are canceled.  Buses operate on the same delayed schedule as school and pick up children two hours later than normal. 

Snow Days/Make Up Days – The MCPS schedule can accommodate up to two days per year for inclement weather or other emergencies.  If the school year should be disrupted by emergencies and schools are closed three or more days, the first make-up day will be used on June 14, 2019.
Early Dismissal (Early Release Days) – Occasionally during the year, the school is scheduled to close early so that teachers can attend training or perform administrative duties such as preparing report cards.  On early dismissal days, students are dismissed at 1:20 p.m.  It is important to alert day care providers about schedule changes.  Reminders about half-day attendance will be sent home and will be included in classroom emails and Principal’s Letters (under Mark Your Calendars!).

Emergency Closings – Rarely, school is dismissed early due to adverse weather conditions or mechanical failure (electricity, water) at the school.  Students should know where they are to go, without having to call home if the school is dismissed early for any reason.  Please make sure that you have submitted and regularly updated the emergency information form to your child’s classroom teacher.
Montgomery County Public School System-Wide Weather-Related Emergency Closings - Weather conditions that develop during the morning may cause the county school system to call for an early dismissal, two and one-half (2.5) hours earlier than regular school closing time (i.e. by 1:20 p.m.).  Schools will be notified of early dismissal by 11:20 a.m.  The school, however, will NOT notify parents; rather it is the responsibility of the parent(s)/caregiver to listen to the radio, check their e-mail (if registered with schools-out.com), or call and listen to the Montgomery County 24-Hour News Tape at (301) 279-3673 for early closing information, and plan accordingly.  Parents are encouraged to call other community members before calling the school.  Please make plans to have your child picked up from the school no later than 1:20 p.m.  Lunch will be provided for all students in the cafeteria before dismissal. 

If only Farmland Elementary closes unexpectedly due to conditions such as a water main break, failure in the heating system, or other unforeseen circumstances, room parents will notify families by phone using the emergency numbers on file for each student.  This does not include closure due to weather. 

ATTENDANCE AND ABSENCES

Absences/Late Arrivals - Parents/guardians must call the school to report a child’s absence or tardiness.  When a child becomes ill overnight or an emergency situation arises, the school office should be notified.  Call the office at 240 740-0660 before 8:50 a.m. of the day that the absence occurs.  Parents should give the student’s name, teacher’s name, and reason for the absence.  If a parent forgets to call, the school will send a Connect Ed telephone message asking the home to call with the reason for the student’s absence.  A written note of explanation for the absence must be sent to school with the student when the student returns to school.  Students arriving after 9:25 a.m. must be signed in at the office by a parent/guardian before reporting to his/her classroom.  If parents know in advance that there will be an absence, a note should be given to the teacher.  

Making up School Work in the Case of an Absence - If a student is absent one or two days due to an excused absence, he or she may contact a classmate for missed work.  Upon returning to school, the student is responsible for checking with his/her teacher to obtain missed work.  Parents should not contact teachers for missed work on the first or second day of an absence.  After an absence of three days, work may be requested through the office in the morning. Requested work will be available on the third day at 3:40 p.m. in the office.  If dates of a student’s absence are known in advance, the teacher should be notified and planned assignments may be given for excused absences.  

Permission to Leave School Early - All students leaving school before the end of the day can only be dismissed from the school office.  Parents must report to the office before 3:30 p.m. and sign out their child.  Students will not be dismissed from the office after 3:30 p.m. or after 1:00 p.m. on early dismissal days. The office will then contact the student’s teacher for dismissal.  Students are not allowed to leave the school campus during school hours for any reason without the knowledge and consent of their teacher.  Once students have arrived at school, they will be released only to their parent or legal guardian. If parents want a child to be picked up at school at any time by anyone else, including siblings and grandparents, the parents must send a note to school stating their wishes and the name of the person who will pick up the child.  The person picking up the child should bring picture identification with them to the office.  Students will not be released from classrooms after 3:30 p.m.

Family Vacations - Vacations are not considered excused absences.  Vacations should be planned during school holidays.  When family vacations require students to miss school, students are encouraged to maintain a daily travel journal and to read for at least 20 minutes each day.  When a student returns to school he or she will be asked to complete some of the work that was missed.  Individual teachers will determine how work that was missed is to be completed.  Teachers are NOT expected to plan work for students on family vacations during the school year. If a student is absent for 15 consecutive school days, they will be withdrawn and a parent must reenroll the student upon return of the trip. 
Excuses and Other Notes - Written notes (or e-mails) are required:

(1) When returning after an absence
(2) In the event of lateness
(3) For dismissal during the school day
(4) When another adult beside the parent is to pick up the student at the end of the school day
HEALTH AND SAFETY

Emergency Information – At the start of each school year, forms are distributed to students and are to be completed by parents with emergency contact information for each child’s parent/guardian or other caregiver, physician, and dentist.  These cards are relied on to contact the appropriate individuals in the case of an emergency.  In addition, each year parents are requested to submit information to school on a form that describes where their child is expected to go in the event of an emergency closing at the school (i.e., home, to a neighbor, etc.).

Safety Patrols - Safety patrols are fourth and fifth grade students who have been carefully trained to supervise and guard the safety of their Farmland schoolmates as they travel to and from school.  There are no walker patrols.  During the arrival and dismissal period, patrols are assigned to selected classrooms and in the hallways.  Parents should remember that patrols are children who cannot always be expected to exhibit adult judgment.  They are, however, guided by certain rules that enable them to perform their duties responsibly.  

Patrol times: 

9:10 a.m. – 9:20 a.m., 3:47 p.m. – 4:10 p.m.  Patrols leave at 3:47 p.m. to reach their assigned posts.  

Health Room - A health technician is on duty from 9:25 a.m. to 3:50 p.m. each school day to handle health matters.  Minor health concerns will be addressed by the classroom teacher.      

Illness or Injury during School Hours - When a child is ill or injured during the school day, it is the school’s policy to notify the parents/guardians, except when the injury is minor.  Parents or guardians are required to come and pick up the child if he or she has been in the health room for an extended period of time. The school cannot allow a child to go elsewhere unless parental permission is given.  It is important for us to have every child’s emergency information on file so that we may contact parents or other caregivers quickly if necessary.

Medication at School – Children are not permitted to bring medication (including over-the-counter drugs or lozenges) or vitamins from home to take at school.  Medication may be administered in school or during a school sponsored activity by school personnel only with the written authorization from the parent or guardian and a physician’s written order.  Prescribed medication must be in the original bottle and must be accompanied by MCPS form 525-134 (Authorization to Administer Prescribed Medication).  These forms are available in the school office.  All medication must be hand delivered to the school by the parent or guardian; under no circumstances will school personnel administer medication brought to school by a student.  Over-the-counter medication may be administered by school personnel but must be accompanied by a physician’s note.  The school is not permitted to administer any non-prescription medication (aspirin, cough drops) or vitamins without a physician’s note.

Fire, Evacuation, Reverse Evacuation, Drop-Cover-Hold, Shelter in Place, Severe Weather and Lockdown Drills – These emergency drills are held to teach children the appropriate procedures in case of a fire or emergency.  During fire drills, students practice orderly evacuation procedures.  During Shelter in Place, Drop-Cover-Hold, Severe Weather, and Lockdown drills, students practice emergency procedures in classrooms.  Maryland law requires at least ten fire drills and six emergency drills each year.  Parents are encouraged to discuss the importance of such drills with their children.

Accident Insurance – Insurance may be purchased to cover students in the case of injury.  School accident insurance applications and policies are distributed at the beginning of the school year and are also available in the school office.  Prompt return of the application is appreciated if you choose to purchase this coverage.  Parents or guardians will be sent forms when a reportable injury of an insured child is sustained.

VISITORS

All Visitors to Farmland - ALL visitors to the school – parents, grandparents, volunteers, everyone – MUST check in at the main office before going anywhere else in the building and must obtain and wear an identification badge while on the school grounds.  This rule is for the children’s protection.  Unidentified adults will be asked to visit the office.

Parent Visit/Conference –All visitors to the school MUST sign in and report their presence to the office.  It is important that parents understand and respect the need for teachers to devote full attention to their students during the school day, including morning arrival and afternoon dismissal times.  Parents or guardians are asked not to visit the classroom for impromptu conferences.  If you would like to meet with your child’s teacher, please phone ahead to schedule a meeting time that is convenient for you both.  All parents/guardians are invited to visit the classroom and to meet with teachers on Back to School Night in September, during Open House on Columbus Day in October, and for Parent-Teacher Conferences in November.

Delivery of Articles to Students - When it is necessary to deliver messages, books, lunches, or other articles to children during the school hours, please take the articles to the school office to avoid classroom disruption.  The office staff will make sure that your child receives these items in a timely manner.
LOST AND FOUND
A lost and found area is located in the All-Purpose room for items that have been unclaimed.  It is advisable to label all children’s apparel and belongings.  All unclaimed articles will be donated to local charities on the last day of each month.
BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

Before and After School Child Care - Farmland Elementary School PTA has made special arrangements with Kids After Hours to provide before and after school care at the school.  For more information about the program offered by Kids After Hours (KAH) call the main KAH office at (301) 933-6888.
Parents who need assistance with other types of day care arrangements, can look on the school PTA board or advertisements or inquire at the school office for the Child Care Connection.  Executive Child Development Center and the Jewish Community Center also serve the Farmland community at off-site locations.

Before and After School Clubs and Activities - A variety of PTA after-school activities are offered at Farmland.  Information is sent home about each activity and students may register for the one(s) of their choice. Farmland PTA will send out information regarding the selection of activities.
Homework - Homework is one of the many learning activities in which students engage.  Its purpose should be to: (1) extend learning or provide practice in applying concepts initially presented in the classroom, (2) provide opportunities for independent work, and (3) strengthen concept and skill development.  For more specific information regarding your child’s class procedures, please contact your child’s teacher.  Students are expected to read independently each evening for approximately 20 minutes.  In addition, assignments may be given.  Time spent completing homework should not exceed the following guidelines:




Kindergarten
10 minutes (+ 15 minutes of reading)

Grade 1

10 minutes (+ 20 minutes of reading)




Grade 2

20 minutes (+ 20 minutes of reading)




Grade 3

30 minutes (+ 20 minutes of reading)




Grade 4 
            40 minutes (+ 20 minutes of reading)




Grade 5 

50 minutes (+ 20 minutes of reading)

Homework is intended as extended practice, not for the introduction of new learning and it will not be used as part of a child’s subject area grade (it may be used as a grade for the learning skill of Task Completion). Parents are asked to monitor and support their children.  If a parent does a child’s homework, the teacher cannot tell what a student might need help with.  If homework cannot be completed in a reasonable period of time, the child should return the incomplete assignment with a note stating that the assignment was either too difficult or could not be completed in the grade level-allotted time.

FINDING OUT WHAT’S HAPPENING AT SCHOOL 

Back to School Night –On Wednesday, September 5, 2018 parents are invited to Farmland to meet their children’s teachers and learn about the curriculum and specific grade level activities.

Teacher Conferences – On November 12 and November 13, 2018, Parent-Teacher conferences will be scheduled for each child. Additional conferences are encouraged throughout the school year and may be arranged by the parent either in writing or by phoning the school office.  In addition, a teacher may sometimes find it necessary to request a special conference with a parent.  

Report Cards - Report cards with assessments of a student’s achievements in each subject area and in learning skills are sent home four times a year for children in Kindergarten through grade 5.  Report cards are sent home in November, February and April, and mailed after the last day of school.  

Barnyard Bulletin – The school newsletter, Barnyard Bulletin, is posted monthly on the school website.  Parents will receive a Connect Ed message to indicate when it has been updated.  This newsletter contains information on the school calendar, upcoming school programs, noteworthy events that have taken place at school, school policies, and other activities or issues of interest to Farmland families. In addition, a Principal’s Letter may also be sent home via Connect Ed to include additional news.
Check Your Child’s Backpack – Please check your child's backpack daily for announcements and activity enrollment forms that are frequently distributed in the classroom and intended for your reading/action! 
COMMUNICATING WITH SCHOOL

Calling the Office – The office phone number is (240)740-0660.  Office staff is on duty in the school office between 8:30 am and 4:30 p.m. to answer calls.  An answering machine will record messages before and after school hours.  

Sending Notes/Permission Slips to School – Notes and permission slips can be sent to school with your child.  If your child hands these notes to the teacher in the morning, the teacher will make sure they are distributed (to office staff, the PTA mailbox, etc.) as appropriate.  

Staff and PTA Mailboxes – There is a wall of wooden cubbyholes that serve as the staff and PTA mailboxes located in the main office. 

By Mail – The mailing address for Farmland is:  Farmland Elementary School, 7000 Old Gate Road, Rockville, MD  20852.

Student Telephone – A free telephone for essential calls is available for students across the hall from the school office.  Students may use the telephone only with permission from the office in an emergency.
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