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Farmland’s ESOL teachers: Cheryl Ruffa, Linda Bernard, Tatiana Khokhlova, Rachel Dinkin and 
Sabrina Goldberg. Feel free to contact us at school: 240-740-0660, or via email with any questions 
or concerns. 
 

Cheryl Ruffa Hye-kyongcher_Ruffa@mcpsmd.org  

Linda Bernard Linda_B_Bernard@mcpsmd.org  

Rachel Dinkin Rachel_Dinkin@mcpsmd.org  

Tatiana Khokhlova Tatiana_Khokhlova@mcpsmd.org  

Sabrina Goldberg Sabrina_Goldberg@mcpsmd.org  

 

 

WIDA is the acronym for World-class Instructional Design and Assessment. Here at 
Farmland, we incorporate the classroom curriculum with the WIDA Language 

Standards. The WIDA Consortium is made up of 40 U.S. states, territories and federal agencies dedicated to 
the research, design and implementation of a high-quality, culturally and linguistically appropriate system to 
support English language learners in K-12 contexts. This comprehensive system, based on research and 
educator feedback, is built on standards, assessments and professional learning. The Standards provide 
educators with a connection between language development and academic content.  

● Standard 1 – Social and Instructional Language 
English language learners communicate for social and instructional purposes within the school 
setting. 

● Standard 2 – Language of Language Arts 
English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic 
success in the content area of language arts. 

● Standard 3 – Language of Mathematics 
English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic 
success in the content area of mathematics. 

● Standard 4 – Language of Science 
English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic 
success in the content area of science. 

● Standard 5 – Language of Social Studies 
English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic 
success in the content area of social studies. 
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ESOL Grading and Reporting  

   Your child will bring home his or her first report card on November 20th. At your parent conference, you 
might see a copy of it.  Please remember that when a teacher cannot give a grade, due to limited English, the 
report card will say “NEP”, non-English proficient. Students can receive NEP for only one marking period, or a 
quarter (for ESOL 1 or 2) after students have been at an MCPS school for more than one report card. They will 
be graded on the mastery of outcomes for their grade level. The report card shows academic grades as well as 
learning skills. Academic grades show what your child knows and is able to do. Learning skills show their 
behavior and effort in class.  
          On the report card you will also see a section for ESOL. Your child will receive a mark for listening, 
speaking, reading and writing. The mark will show the ESOL WIDA level at which your child is presently 
performing on for each English language skill. It is possible for your child to achieve anywhere within the 
ESOL levels of 1-6.  

PTA Newsletters  
 

The PTA would like all ESOL parents to join! This will help you know all that is happening at school. 
They provide the school with financial support and are responsible for events such as the Science Fair, 
International Night, the Geography Bee, Cultural Arts assemblies and much more. They welcome parent 
volunteers.  

You can go to www.farmland-pta.org to join the PTA and to sign up for eNews for PTA updates.  
 

 

Sign Up For MCPS Quicknotes  
 
The MCPS Quicknotes email news service is available in English, Spanish, French, Chinese, Korean and 
Vietnamese. This monthly newsletter will give parents important information about Montgomery County 
Public Schools.  Go to the home page at http://news.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/quicknotes-home/  to enroll 
today. 
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Tips for Parents 
 
During Winter Break, try some of the following ideas to keep your child learning English: 
* Visit the public library. Allow your child to select books. Children's books on tape or CDs can provide good 
English models. Ask the librarian for suggestions. 
* Visit some of the many free museums in the Washington area. 
* Have your child write or draw in a journal about the day's activities, especially if you go on vacation. 
* Plan "play dates" with English-speaking friends. 
* Help your child to do arts-and-crafts or  
  make yummy treats. 
 

January ESOL Testing 
 
All ESOL students in the state of Maryland take the ACCESS test every year. The window for taking the test 
this year is January 8th – February 11th.  Students will be tested in all four language skills:  listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. The speaking test is given individually; however, the other three sections are given in a 
group. (Except in kindergarten, where the entire test is given individually) It is important that you don’t plan 
any vacations around this time. 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 

UPCOMING DATES 
 

NOVEMBER 
 
Nov.10th & 11th : Parent Conferences/Early Dismissal. These are half days for students. The day will 
end at 1:20 for students. There is no school in the afternoon so that parents and teachers can conference 
about the students.  
 
Nov. 27th: Early Dismissal. Students dismissed at 1:20. 
 
Nov. 28th & 29th: Thanksgiving Break. There is no school on these days so that families can celebrate 
Thanksgiving. 

DECEMBER 
Dec. 22nd – Dec. 30th Hanukkah  
 
Dec. 24th – Jan. 1st: Winter Vacation. No school  

● Dec. 24th: Christmas Eve  
● Dec. 25th: Christmas Day 
● Dec. 26th: Kwanzaa begins  
● Dec. 31st: New Year’s Eve 

JANUARY 
Jan. 1st: New Year’s Day. Have fun watching the Rose Bowl Parade on television and many college football 
games! 
 
Jan. 2nd: Winter break ends. Back to school! 
 
January 20th: Dr. Martin Luther King’s Birthday. Schools and federal offices are closed to honor him. 
 
January 24th: End of Q2 Marking Period. 
Students dismissed at 1:20 
 
January 27th: Teacher Report Card Preparation Day. No school for students. Teachers will have a 
professional day to prepare report cards.  
 
 

 
 



Weather Related Closings 
 

Now that it is winter, it may be necessary to close the school if the weather is bad. Sometimes the 
closing is announced on the radio or television the night before. Other times, it is announced on the radio or 
television early in the morning. It is important to listen to the news when there is snow or ice.  Do not call the 
school unless you do not understand the news about the closing. Also, look on the MCPS website, 
www.montgomeryschools.org which always posts all important announcements. 
  Sometimes school is not closed, but opens two hours late so that the roads can be cleared of snow or ice. 
Other times, the bad weather might start after the students come to school.  When that happens, the school 
might close early.  If the weather is bad during the day, please listen to the news. It is important that your 
child knows where he or she will go if school closes early. 

About Dr. Martin Luther King  
 
Dr. Martin Luther King was a famous African-American. We celebrate a holiday to remember him on 

the third Monday in January, although he was born on January 15, 1929. This year he will be remembered on 
Monday, January 20th. When Dr. King was growing up, there were laws that did not let African-Americans do 
the same things as white people. He knew these laws were wrong. He believed everyone should be treated 
fairly, or equally. He gave speeches and tried to change things in a peaceful way. Unfortunately, he did not live 
to see his dream come true. Dr. King was shot and killed on April 4, 1968. Today, we celebrate his life. In 
Montgomery County, we close the schools and some offices. People gather to honor Dr. King.  

 

December Family Activities 
 
There are many fun activities in our area that you can enjoy with your family during the month of December. 
Here are a few suggestions! 

● Watch the Christmas parade from Disney World on television on Christmas morning.  Check your 
newspaper for the time and channel. 

● Watch the Rose Bowl Parade on TV from California on New Year’s Day. All of the floats are made out 
of flowers. Check your newspaper for the time and channel. 



● See the Zoo Lights at the National Zoo on November 29th - January 1st (closed December 24th, 25th). 
The event is from 5 PM to 9 PM. No tickets are needed. The event is free! 

● Visit the Festival of Lights at the Mormon Temple in Kensington, Maryland. (301) 587-0144. 
December 5th – Jan.4th Further information on all of the performances can be found at the 
Washington, D.C. Temple Visitors Center Eventbrite Page. 

● Drive through the Winter Lights at Seneca Creek State Park in Gaithersburg, Maryland. Nightly, 
November 29th – December 31st (closed December 25th). Sunday – Thursday 6 – 9 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday 6 – 10 p.m. Winter Lights is a magical Christmas light display including more than 365 
illuminated displays and along a 3.5-mile drive through the park.  

● Visiting the National Christmas Tree in Washington DC is a tradition. It will be lit on December 5th but 
all tickets have been given away. You can view it at any time at the Ellipse near the White House. For 
additional information visit www.thenationaltree.org 

● Watch the National Hanukkah Menorah Lighting Ceremony. It will be December 22nd at 4 p.m. to 
check the website for updates: www.nationalmenorah.org.  Admission is free: however, the tickets 
are required for reserved seats. Standing room is available to all. Festivities at the lighting ceremony 
include musical performances and hot latkes and donuts. This year's celebration will feature the US 
Marine Band. The menorah will be lit each night of Hanukkah. 
 

 


