[image: image4.png]


Cresthaven Elementary School

1234 Cresthaven Drive
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Silver Spring, MD 20903
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301-431-7622

fax: 301-431-7651

August 9, 2019
Greetings Cresthaven Families,

I hope that you are making great summer memories with family and friends and looking forward to the start of another school year.  Students will begin another year of learning experiences on Tuesday, September 3, 2019.  I eagerly anticipate meeting our new CES community members and reuniting with our returning students and families.  I am also excited about the academic and social development experiences that we will engage in throughout the school year.    We currently have 506 students enrolled to begin the 2019-2020 school year.  We will have 7 third grade classes for 150 students, 7 fourth grade classes for 183 students, and 7 fifth grade classes for 173 students.
I am pleased to welcome several new staff to our school community.
· Ms. Marilin Barrillas, 3rd Grade

· Ms. Kristen Baker, 4th Grade

· Ms. Gabrielle Cox, 4th Grade

· Ms.  Krysta Curtis, 3rd Grade

· Ms. Victoria Dotson, 5th Grade

· Mr. Nick Floyd, 5th Grade

· Ms. Emily Heckman, 5th Grade

· Ms. Stephanie McKinzie, 3rd Grade

· Ms. Jennifer Rivas, 5th Grade

· Ms. Stefanie McHale, Special Education Resource Teacher, 5th Grade
· Ms. Lauren Taubman, ESOL

· Ms. Valerie Hanagan, Primary Talent Development Coach, 3rd Grade
· Mr. Marc Levine, Instrumental Music 

Other staffing changes:

·  Ms. Dorsett will now join the 5h grade team

·  Ms. Snyder will now join the 4th grade team

Our primary goal is to provide a positive learning environment and appropriate challenging instruction the engages, excites and motivates our students to become critically thinking life-long learners.  Another important goal is to consistently and meaningfully engage our parent community with experiences that showcase student skills and knowledge and with opportunities for you to participate in the learning process with us.  Throughout the year you will receive notices through our biweekly parent newsletters and class Dojo messaging system to keep you informed of important events, to share relevant resources and to invite you to partner with us as we strengthen the home school connection.  Together we will develop a committed community of learners.  

To prepare you for the start of the school year and for a successful school experience I have provided important information and dates for your review.  

Links to these important items are located on the Cresthaven website at http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/cresthavenen  for viewing: 

· 2019-2020 Transportation Information:

Bus Lists for Arrival and Dismissal Routes

Letter from the Transportation Office

Ride by the Rules

· Cafeteria News (SNAP) and first week of school menu 

· Personal Supplies and Donation Request list

· Health News:  When to Keep Your Child Home

· 2019-2020 MCPS Calendar

· MCPS Policy on Portable Communication Devices (Cell Phones)

Please read the information carefully and mark your calendars with the important dates.  
MCPS Back-to-School Fair, Saturday, August 24, 2019 at Wheaton Westfield Mall, 10:00am – 2:00pm. – Resources You Need to Navigate the School System

Online Module – Child Abuse and Neglect:  We appreciate having volunteers support our students with a variety of school activities and events and want to ensure you are cleared to participate.  Please access and complete the required Recognizing and Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect training by using the Parent Portal. If you do not have an account yet you can go to www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/childabuseandneglect/  and follow the links to signing up for your parent portal access.  
I look forward to greeting you soon. Until then, enjoy the rest of the summer.

Sincerely, 


Sherri Gorden

Principal

Administrative & Office Staff
Principal

Sherri Gorden        
 
Administrative Secretary    Terri Hawthorne
Assistant Principal
Jeannette Blackwood 

School Secretary                   Tatia Edmonds

School Nurse


Janet Rotimi
Health Technician

Cleveine Thornton

Office Hours


8:00 AM – 4:30 PM

	Open House


Friday, August 30, 2019 (9:00 – 10:30 AM)

  First Day of School

Tuesday, September 3, 2019
  Back to School Night

Wednesday, September 18, 2019 (6:00 – 7:30 PM)
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Students Homeroom Class Assignments - POST CARD MAILINGS - Week of August 26th 
Students who are already registered or newly enrolled at Cresthaven ES will receive a postcard in the U.S. mail, the week of August 26th, announcing their homeroom teacher assignment and classroom number.  Students may wish to bring the post cards with them to the Open House Event. Class lists will also be posted at the front entrance of the school on Friday, August 30th and the first week of school.
Open House – Friday, August 30, 2019
Open House visitation day is scheduled for 9:00 – 10:30 AM.  This is an opportunity for parents and students to meet teachers, locate classrooms, and see new classmates.  This is not like Back-to-School Night or parent conferences.  Teachers are still busy preparing and planning for the opening of school.  It is not time to conduct a conference with teachers.  Rather, it is a time to enjoy a tour of the school, to get a sneak peak of your child’s classroom, clarify information regarding bus stops and lunch accounts as well as receive resources on child care and other community activities.  Class lists will be posted at the front of the school on Friday morning at 8:00 AM.  I know that students are eager to meet their teachers and see their new classrooms however visitors will not be allowed to enter the building before 9:00 AM.  Free back packs with some school supplies will also be distributed during your visit.
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Emergency Information Forms: Each student will bring home a Cresthaven folder on the first day of school.  The folder will include important information and forms for you to fill out.  Please pay close attention to the YELLOW emergency information sheet and ensure that all contact information is accurate. 
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Cafeteria Information:

Beginning the first day of school, breakfast and lunch will be served.  Breakfast will be provided to all students daily in their class as we continue to participate in the Maryland Meals for Achievement (MMFA) breakfast program.  This program allows all students to receive a free breakfast every day. Students will eat breakfast in their classroom starting at 9:10 AM. Students are not required to eat breakfast; however, if they do, they must take the entrée PLUS one other item for a COMPLETE BREAKFAST. The breakfast menu is the same each week.  

MCPS Cafeteria News information sheet and prepayment form are provided as a link on our webpage for your review.  We will continue to implement the SNAP (Student Nutrition Accountability Program) system for student meal accounts.  Parents are encouraged to put a minimum of $10.00 and maintain this balance in your child’s account.  Checks can be made payable to Cresthaven Elementary School Cafeteria.  You can also prepay online with the myLunchMoney.com service.  

Applications for Free & Reduced Priced Meals are now available online.  You may access the application at MySchoolApps.com.  Applications will also be available during the Open House on Friday, August 30th and will also be sent home on the first day of school in your child’s Cresthaven folder.  If you need assistance with completing the form, please contact the school office or visit https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/food-and-nutrition/ 
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Meal Prices

Lunch
$2.55

Reduced Price Lunch
$ .40  

Milk
$ .60
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Office of the Principal



School Bus Schedules/Transportation Information: The official bus routes from the Department of Transportation are provided as a link on our webpage for your review.  Please pay close attention to this information, especially the times and bus stops.


Please be reminded that the “Kiss-n-Ride” drop-off and pick-up loop is located in the small parking lot.  Parents should not park nor leave their car unattended as this severely disrupts the flow of the traffic and delays everyone.  If you plan to come into the office to pick up your child, you may enter and park in the large parking lot before 3:30pm.  If you choose to walk to the entrance to pick up your child, please do not block our neighbors drive ways.  Lastly during dismissal, parents must use the marked cross walk areas at all times.  Please do not walk in between cars or buses at any time.  
Attendance (Arrival/Dismissal):

If your child will be absent from school, we ask that you notify the school office by 9:30 AM.  Parents must also provide a written explanation for the absence upon the students return to school.  

Parents are required to notify the office in writing of all transportation changes that involve students traveling home with another student or adult.  Students will not be permitted to change their normal transportation routine without written notification from a parent or guardian, NO EXCEPTIONS.  For safety reasons students will not be released to unknown parties.
Medications:

If your child will need medication for the opening of school, please contact the health room ahead of time.  Students may NOT carry medication in their lunchbox, pockets, or backpacks.  All medications that are brought to school (even over the counter medications such as Tylenol, allergy/cold medicines, etc.) must be administered under the supervision of health room personnel.  A copy of the “Authorization to Administer Prescribed Medication” form must be completed and is located on our webpage.

Champions - Before and After School Child Care:

Champions will return as our child care provider for the school year.  The program provides service before and after school.  Representatives from the program will be present during Open House and Back to School Night for you to speak with.  Please consider what Champions can offer your family through their before and after care needs.  


�School Hours�





   Regular School Hours: 9:25 AM – 3:50 PM 


   (For safety reasons, students should not arrive at school before 9:00 AM)





   Tardiness - Students who arrive after 9:25 AM will be marked tardy and MUST be signed in by an adult.





   The main office must be notified BEFORE 3:15 PM of any changes in student dismissal plans.





 *If your child received free or reduced price meals last school year, they will remain eligible until 


 October 17, 2018.  You must reapply for meal assistance every year.  








Believe…Achieve…Succeed

