
A message from Principal Brunson… 
 

Happy New Year 2018!  I hope that each and every one of you enjoyed a restful, relaxing, 
and/or fun-filled winter break.   
 
Health and Wellness Reminders 
At Cloverly, we are committed to the health and well-being of students. Whenever there is 
an illness outbreak at school, our wonderful building services team will go the extra mile 
to clean and sanitize classrooms and learning spaces.  We remind students about the 
importance of hand-washing, which is considered to be the most important way to prevent 
infection.  Please read the attached letter, which was sent out to families last school year.  
 

Furthermore, please make sure that students are dressing warmly during this cold, winter 
season.  Parents will be notified, as needed, if their child did not come to school wearing 
clothing items that do not cover their arms, legs, and feet.   
 

Math Infinity Night  
We are very excited to present to you Infinity Night, the theme for this year’s STEAM 
Night, except that the focus will be on Math.  Teachers will be facilitating 30 minute 
sessions on math topics related to their respective grade levels.  Family registration will be 
via paper, again, this year. Registration forms are going home Friday, January 19. (We’ve 
used Sign-up Genius in the past, and have found that some families had difficulty 
accessing printers or technology, so we elected to follow the Family Reading Night model 
for ease of access.) Families will attend their children’s grade-level presentations, and 
select 1 or more of the exhibits.  The STEAM Committee will then assign each family to a 
rotation schedule of 3 sessions, based on their child’s grade level and choice for exhibit 
presentations. 
  
Student Absences 
Whenever a student does not attend school at a rate of 10% or higher, a letter is sent home 
to his or her parents, and a copy of it is placed in the student’s cumulative file.  If you 
believe you have extenuating circumstances in which you would like to provide a rationale, 
then send an email to me; and, I will be sure that it is also included in your child’s 
cumulative file as an attachment to the absence letter.   My email address is 
Melissa_A_Brunson@mcpsmd.org.  
   
Also, when students are absent, teachers make every effort to provide missed work. 
However, please allow teachers at least 24 hours to prepare work to be sent home.  If 
students will only be absent for one or two days, they may obtain missed work when they 
return.  If a student is absent for more than 2 days, notify the office so that the classroom 
teacher may be informed of the extended absence and may collect the work as appropriate.  
Please be aware that in the case of an extended absence, a teacher may choose to modify 
and adjust the work to be completed.  
 
Extended Student Absences 
Many times, parents plan vacations or may need to leave the area with their children for a 
temporary length of time for personal reasons during the school year.  Children who leave 
for an extended time are subjected to breaks in their instruction.  Much of the work cannot 
be made up because the classroom teacher has moved on to other areas of instruction.  
Furthermore, teachers are not expected to develop multiple weeks’ worth of classroom 
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reinforcement work or homework during the time students are out; unless, there are 
extenuating circumstances (e.g. the student is in the hospital).  
 

Valentine’s Day Parties 
Valentine’s Day parties will be held Wednesday, February 14, 2:00 – 3:15 p.m.   We 
ask that you arrive early, no sooner than 1:30 p.m., so that you’ll have time to 
sign-in and spend the remainder of your time enjoying the Valentine’s 
festivities in your child’s classroom. For safety reasons, siblings cannot 
attend, unless there are extenuating circumstances.  Please talk to your 
child’s teacher and if this is the case, he or she will accommodate you. It’s 
important to note that the exchanging of valentines is a fun, but a voluntary activity.  
However, if your child chooses to send valentines, please make sure there is one for every 
student in the class.  Also, please be aware that many of our students have severe food 
allergies.  Before purchasing store-bought food items that will be consumed by students 
on Valentine’s Day, carefully check food labels for items containing nuts or have been 
processed by equipment that was exposed to nuts.  Be on the lookout for additional 
communication from classroom teachers or from your room parents about other foods you 
should not purchase due to food allergies.  
 

Principal-Parent Meeting  
Parents are invited to attend a Principal-Parent “Appy” Hour meeting on Tuesday, 
February 14, 3:45 – 4:45 p.m., immediately following the Valentine’s parties.  This is 
an open opportunity for parents to hear about what’s new at Cloverly and to also share 
their thoughts or concerns about how we can improve our educational environment at 
Cloverly Elementary School.  Light food refreshments will be provided. We are planning 
to provide childcare for this event.   
 

Equity in Education Forum Set for January 27 
A conversation about education in Montgomery County will be held on Saturday, January 27, 2018, 

at The Universities at Shady Grove in Rockville. The Equity in Education Forum is being presented 

by The George B. Thomas, Sr. Learning Academy, Inc., and will bring together a cross-section of 
educators, government officials and businesses. Featured guest speakers will be Princess R. Moss, 

secretary-treasurer, National Education Association, and Dr. DeRionne P. Pollard, president, 

Montgomery College. Other speakers will include MCPS Superintendent Jack R. Smith, 

Montgomery County Executive Isiah Leggett, Montgomery County Councilmember Craig Rice, 
and Vice President of Corporate Relations for Pepco Holdings Debbi Jarvis. The event will be held 

from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. (with breakfast and networking from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m.) The cost is $40 per 

person. Sponsorship opportunities are available. The George B. Thomas, Sr. Learning Academy, 
Inc. signature program is Saturday School, which offers affordable academic support and tutoring 

at 12 locations for Montgomery County students in Grades K–12. For more information about the 

event, please call 301-287-8980 or visit the Saturday School website, www.saturdayschool.org/. 

 
Early Dismissal, Late or Delayed School Opening 
Use the following resources for information regarding early dismissal, late, or delayed opening: 

 MCPS Cable TV:  Channel 34 (Comcast); Channel 36 (Verizon); Channel 89 (RCN) 

 MCPS Emergency Hotline 301-279-3643 

 MCPS Webpage at www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/ 

 MCPS Twitter page at https://twitter.com/mcps  

 Principal Brunson Twitter page at https://twitter.com/CloverlyES_Prin 

 Local Radio  
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May all of our Cloverly families have a healthy, prosperous, and enjoyable new year! 
 

Melissa Brunson 
Dr. Melissa Brunson, Principal 
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Cloverly Elementary School 

 

800 Briggs Chaney Road 
Silver Spring, Maryland  20905 

Phone:  301-989-5770   Fax:  301-879-1035             

 
March 3, 2017 

 
 

Dear Cloverly Parents and Guardians:   

 

At Cloverly, we are taking every precaution to prevent the spread of germs.  Thanks to our 
wonderful PTA for donating additional hand sanitizers and wipes and building services team for 

sanitizing classrooms and offices weekly.  Students continue to receive weekly reminders about the 

importance of hand-washing, which is considered to be the most important way to prevent 
infection.  Those who are not feeling well are sent to the health room.   

 

Parents, we are asking that you do your part by not allowing your children to come school when 
they are sick.  Here are some examples of when you should not send your child to school:    

 

1. Fever in the past 24 hours 100 degrees or higher (without medication for 24 hours) 

2. Vomiting in the past 24 hours  

3. Diarrhea in the past 24 hours 

4. Strep Throat (must have been taking an antibiotic for at least 24 hours before returning 

to school).  

5. Bad cold, with a very runny nose or bad cough, especially if it has kept the child awake 

at night.  

6. Rash  

7. Pinkeye- (must have applied an antibiotic eye drops for 24 hours)  
 

If your child becomes ill at school and the teacher or school nurse believes he /she is too sick to 

benefit from school or is contagious to other children, you will be called to come and take him/her 
home from school. It is essential that the school health technician have a phone number where you 

can be contacted during the day and an emergency number in the event you cannot be reached. If 

your daytime or emergency phone numbers change during the year, please notify your child’s 

teacher immediately. In the event that your child is out for an extended period of time, please reach 
out to your child’s teacher so that arrangements can be made to send missed work home.   

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call me, the health technician, or 
the school nurse at 301-989-5770.  

 

       Sincerely, 

 

       Dr. Melissa Brunson, Principal 

       Mrs. Linda Lewis, RN    

       Mrs. Nancy Helsel, HT                                         


