Candlewood Eagle Family News
March 2020

Dear Candlewood Families:
March is finally here and we did not see a snowy white
winter. Spring is almost here and learning is in full swing! As you
may know, this is the time of year that students make great
academic and social gains, where concepts are finally coming
together and the “light bulbs” are lighting up! It is also an
important time for reminders we want all our students here, on
time, every day to maximize their potential.
Our testing season continues into the month of March. It is a time
for our students to show all of the things they’ve been learning. All
of our 5th grade students will be taking the Maryland Integrated
Science Assessment (MISA). Our 2nd grade students will be taking
the Cognitive Abilities Assessment Test (CogAT) for the Student
Instructional Program Planning and Implementation (SIPPI)
process. We know our students will do their best and show what
they know!
March also is Reading Month here at Candlewood. We will be
having a schoolwide Reading Month contest, with awards and a
prize at the end of the month.
Dr. Linda Sheppard

Upcoming Important Events
March 3
PTA Meeting, 7 pm
March 8
Daylight Savings Time begins
March 19
2nd Grade to College Park
Aviation Museum
March 20
Class Pictures/Spring Portraits
March 23—26
Grade 5 MISA Testing, AM
March 27
3rd Marking Period Ends
Early Release at 12:55pm
Author Visit

Looking Ahead
April 2
Talent Show, 7pm

We at Candlewood Elementary School recognize the
individual needs of our student body. We see our school as
a learning environment conducive to developing the fullest
potential of each of our students in a safe learning
environment which promotes positive social interactions

April 6—13
Spring Break
April 15
Report Cards Distributed
April 30
Grade 4/5 MCAP Testing AM/PM

BOARD OF EDUCATION TENTATIVELY ADOPTS FISCAL
YEAR 2021 OPERATING BUDGET

T

he Board of Education unanimously voted Monday, February 10 to tentatively adopt
a $2.805 billion budget for Fiscal Year (FY) 2021. This includes an increase of $124.1
million from FY 2020. The budget will allow MCPS to manage significant enrollment
growth and focus on strategic investments to address disparities in student achievement.
Visit www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/budget/ to learn more.

SURVEY OPEN TO SPECIAL EDUCATION PARENTS

P

arents or guardians of children receiving special education and related services (such
as speech, physical, or occupational therapy, etc.) are asked to complete this year’s
Maryland Special Education Parent Involvement Survey. The information you provide
will help guide the state’s efforts in improving special education and related services in
public schools. Complete one survey for each child receiving services. The survey is
anonymous and can be completed online at www.mdparentsurvey.com/.
The deadline to complete the survey is Friday, May 15. View more information at the
following links:
Maryland Preschool Special Education Parent Involvement Survey
Maryland Special Education Parent Involvement Survey

SPRING THEATER SCHEDULE

T

he curtain is rising on spring theater productions throughout the school system, at
middle schools and high schools. Get your tickets now to see these great
performances, which begin in early March and run into May. From “Mamma Mia!” and
“Frozen” to “The Great Gatsby” and “Chitty Chitty Bang Bang Jr.” there’s something on
stage for everyone.
Visit news.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2019%E2%80%
932020-Spring-Theater-Schedule.pdf to see a list of productions.

EQUITY AND ACHIEVEMENT FEEDBACK FORM

M

CPS parents and guardians are asked to complete a brief feedback form to share
insights and recommendations on the district’s allocation and use of resources to
promote equity.
Read the summary of the study’s insights and findings here. Complete the feedback form
here.
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Counseling Connection at Candlewood by Mrs. Anna Hetrick

D

id you know that the second Tuesday in the month of March
is National Sportsmanship Day? Sportsmanship is one area
that we can always support student’s growth. You can feel the
excitement and competitiveness on the playground most of the
time. Be it a game of soccer, 4 square, or a relay race- myself,
Coach Klein and the recess aides are always monitoring and
supporting our students growth is this area and reminding them
that recess is a time for fun. It is all about showing respect and
working together as a team. Parents can help support good
sportsmanship by being mindful of sideline comments,
applauding all good plays and congratulating the winner, even if
they are on the opposing team. Our children hear and see
everything, so let’s be sure they are seeing us show good
sportsmanship too! Check out this link to find out more ways to
encourage good sportsmanship.

Grade 3 had the
highest attendance
for the month of
January at
96.9%. Way to go!

5TH GRADE
PROMOTION AND
AWARDS CEREMONY

S

ave the date for
our 5th Grade
Promotion and
Awards Ceremony. It
will be held on
Friday, June 12, 2020
at 9:30am in the APR
room. More Details
to come.

CANDLEWOOD SPIRIT WEAR
Candlewood Spirit wear shop is currently offering FREE SHIPPING
on all orders until Monday, March 16. The shop can be found here:
https://www.candlewoodspiritwear.com/
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NATIONAL NUTRITION MONTH

N

ational Nutrition Month is an educational campaign
focusing on the significance of physical fitness as well as
eating nourishing meals. Taking charge of your health
contributes to overall well-being; as well as losing weight or
staying at your ideal weight, which reduces risks of chronic
illness such as heart disease and diabetes. The campaign,
originally “National Nutrition Week,” was first launched in
1973, with the theme “Invest in Yourself – Buy Nutrition.” The
American Dietetic Association (ADA) was an early advocate in
getting the message to the public organizing educational events held in schools and health
care centers. By the beginning of 1980, due to an intense increase in popularity, the House
of Delegates expanded National Nutrition Week to National Nutrition month. ADA is now
known as the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics and, with more than 70,000 members, is
the world’s largest organization of registered dietitian nutritionists and dietetic technicians.
This year’s theme is “Bite into a Healthy Lifestyle,” focusing on exercising regularly and
making the best food choices.
HOW TO OBSERVE
Use #NationalNutritionMonth to post on social media. Spread the word about how you are
boosting your nutrition this month! Eat healthy and get exercising… You’ll be glad you did!
HISTORY
National Nutrition Month began in March 1973, and is an educational campaign focusing
on the significance of physical fitness as well as eating nourishing meals. The campaign was
immediately embraced by members of the American Dietetic Association as an effective way
to promote messages about nutrition all over the country and world. Taking charge of your
health contributes to overall well-being; as well as losing weight or staying at your ideal
weight, which reduces risks of chronic illness such as heart disease and diabetes.

RESPECTFEST CONFERENCE TO EXAMINE
TEEN DATING VIOLENCE

T

he 11th Annual Choose Respect Montgomery RespectFEST Conference will be held on
Sunday, March 29, at the Wheaton Community Recreation Center. The event, which
examines issues surrounding teen dating violence, will include a resource fair; yoga and self
-defense demonstrations; games and activities; and interactive workshops for students,
parents/guardians, educators, and youth service providers.
One in three teens in the U.S. is a victim of physical, sexual, emotional or verbal abuse from
a dating partner; this number far exceeds rates of other types of youth violence. Nearly 1.5
million high school students nationwide experience physical abuse from a dating partner in
a single year.
For more information and to register visit www.montgomerycountymd.gov/fjc/
chooserespect/.
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We are looking for our 2020-2021
Kindergarten Eagles!
Candlewood will be holding Kindergarten Orientation this year
on Wednesday, May 6 and Thursday May 7, 2020. There will be
no school for kindergarten students on these days.
Please call the school for additional information if you have a
child who will be 5 years old on or before September 1, 2020, or if
you know anyone with an age-eligible child, please have them call
the school.

PTA Bingo Night – Friday, March 20th:
This year there will be 2 sessions of Bingo: Early Bird from 6:45pm to 7:45pm,
then the Night Owl session starts at 8pm.
Prizes are still needed for Bingo Night. If you have never been used gifts from
birthdays or holidays, consider donating them for bingo prizes. Gift card
donations are also accepted for the adult winners.
The 3rd Grade Classes raised over $100 for the
World Wildlife Fund.
They raised enough money that each class will be
able to sponsor an animal. One class will sponsor a
Sea Turtle and the other class a Tiger.
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MEETINGS SET TO EXPLAIN CHANGES TO THE ESOL PROGRAM

S

taff, parents/guardians, and community members are invited to a series of
meetings to learn about upcoming changes to the English for Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL) program. These changes are targeted to students in middle and
high school ESOL programs and are being made for several reasons:
To ensure that ESOL students have access to grade-level content classes;
To increase the graduation rate of ESOL students;
To ensure that these students are college- and career-ready; and
To maintain high-quality English language development for all ESOL students.
The meetings will be held from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. on the following date:
Wednesday, March 18, 2020
East Montgomery Regional Services Center
3300 Briggs Chaney Road, Silver Spring, Maryland

ANNUAL EXTRAORDINARY MINDS IN MCPS FORUM SET FOR
MARCH 18

T

he 12th annual Extraordinary Minds in MCPS Forum will be held from 6:30 to
9:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 18 at Julius West Middle School, 651 Great Falls
Road in Rockville.
The event informs parents/guardians about public school placements and services for
students across the autism spectrum in Montgomery County, and helps parents
participate meaningfully as members of their child’s Individualized Education
Program (IEP) team.
3
The event will be hosted by the Partnership for Extraordinary Minds. It will feature
several breakout sessions for parents/guardians. Topics will include: reading
comprehension strategies; organizational skills; functional behavior assessments and
behavior intervention plans; transition planning; improving social skills; and the
alternative learning outcomes curriculum.
Childcare will be provided at this event. Visit this website for more information and to
register.

T
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alent Show 2020 – “The Rise of the Talented” will be on Thursday, April 2nd
at 7pm. This will be a free community show. Due to fire marshal rules, we
cannot have extra people at the school assembly. The school assembly for students
will be Friday, April 3rd at 1:45. All participants (Tuesday cast, Wednesday cast
and cheer club) should plan to attend practices on March 31st and April
2nd. Contact Ms. Graham if you have questions.

Reading Month-2020
There are many events for our Reading Month
2020 this year!
1)

Reading Buddies: Teachers will set this up and students from younger
grades will meet with older grade students for literacy activities throughout
the month of March.

2)

Candlewood Mail: We have this in place all year but for the Month of
March, we want to encourage students to write more and we’ll try to
coordinate this activity with Reading Buddies.

3)

Reading Contest: Each grade level will decide on a goal for the grade and
then each teacher will work with their students to calculate if they have met
that goal each week. The classroom teachers will communicate how they will
run the contest for their grade and class soon.

4)

Guest Reader Day: On Thursday, March 5th, we’ll have guest readers
come to each classroom to read a book. We need volunteers so please let us
know if you are free that day.

5)

Spelling Bee: This event is only for grades 4 and 5. We’ll have our
Preliminary Bee on Friday, March 6th at 2pm in the gym with just students
and then the Finals will be on Friday, March 13th at 2pm in the cafeteria and
parents are invited.

6)

Author and Podcaster Visits: We will have two visitors this year. Our
Author visit day will be on the ½ day in March-Friday, March 27th. We will
have Erin Mandras, author of, “Austin’s Allergies” for grades K-2 and her
presentation will be from 9:15-10am in the gym. Our 2nd author will be an
author and podcaster, Jacqueline Dougé (my husband’s, cousin’s wife).
Here is a link to her podcasting website. Her presentation will be 10:15-11am
in the gym for grades 3-5. We hope to have book sales before these

presentations-Here is a link to the order information for the K-2 book.
7)

Spirit Activities: We will have Spirit Activities to go along with our
Reading Theme throughout March. See the calendar Here for details.
-Mrs. Marin and Mrs. Dougé

7

Smart watches are
prohibited. If your child
brings one it will be taken
to the main office where
you will be asked to
pick it up.

Reminder:

Parents must have access to the parent portal before signing up to volunteer
and complete the Child Abuse and Neglect Training. It takes at least one
hour between signing up for the Parent Portal and for the training to become
available. Please plan accordingly if you would like to volunteer in the
classroom or on field trips.
Thank you!
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