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 Thinking and Academic Success Skills (TASS) 

 It is: In reading, students will . . . 
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breaking down a 
whole into parts that 
may not be 
immediately obvious 
and examining the 
parts so that the 
structure of the whole 
is understood. 

 reread parts of the text to 
clarify and build deeper 
understanding.  

 use text features to 
iden fy key details which 
support the main ideas.  

 iden fy rela onships between ideas to determine cause and effect. 
 compare various defini ons of a word and related words. 
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working effec vely 
and respec ully to 
reach a group goal. 

 follow agreed upon roles for 
respec ul group discussion. 

 par cipate in discussions by 
coming prepared, suppor ng 
personal ideas, and asking 
ques ons of others. 

 work in groups to analyze the 
meaning of new words. 

MT Learning Goals by Measurement Topic (MT) 
Students will be able to . . . 
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 iden fy the key details and the main idea. 

 gather informa on from illustra ons in text. 

 describe the rela onship between a series of scien fic ideas, concepts, or steps in a procedure. 

 ask and answer ques ons to demonstrate understanding of a text. 
 use text features, both digital and print, to find informa on and apply knowledge in new ways. 
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 par cipate in collabora ve discussions. 
 determine the meaning of subject specific words using print and digital dic onaries. 
 determine the main idea of informa on presented orally or visually.  
 dis nguish between mul ple meanings of words. 

 

bill:  a proposed law 
 

bill: part 
of a duck 

bill: paper 
money 
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Learning Experiences by  Measurement Topic (MT) 

MT In school, your child will . . .  At home, your child can . . .  
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 ask and answer ques ons before, during, and a er reading. 
 read a social studies or science text.  Iden fy cause and effect 

rela onships. 
 use graphic organizers to record key details and infer main ideas. 
 analyze photographs in a text to learn informa on about a topic. 
 use print and digital text features to search for informa on. 

 
 

 read every night.  
 collect a variety of photographs and illustra ons from 

adver sements, magazines, and newspapers, to create a collage 
based on a main idea.   

 take photographs or draw pictures related to a favorite hobby.  
Use these illustra ons to create an informa onal book that 
includes text features. 

 discuss websites used to learn informa on about a specific topic. 

Possible Ques ons:   
 “Who wrote this site?”  “What is the site trying to tell us (main 
idea)?”   “Is there a search feature on the website?” “How can you 
use the search feature to help you find informa on?” 
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  work with classmates to share ideas. 
 use print and online dic onaries to clarify the meaning of words in 

all subject areas. 
 discuss key details and infer the main idea about a video or a text 

read aloud. 
 explore related groups of words to determine how they are alike 

and different. 

 discuss how some words have more than one meaning. Draw an 
illustra on to show each meaning. For example, a “bill” can be 
part of a duck, money owed, or paper money. 

 play word associa on games.  Example: Parent: “When I say, 
movement, what words do you think of?”  Child: “slide, jump” 

 establish rules and guidelines for sharing ideas at family mee ngs.  
For example, don’t interrupt, make eye contact, and listen 
a en vely. 
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infer:  to draw 
conclusions based on 
background 
knowledge and 
textual evidence 

key details:  
details that 
support the 
message or topic 
in the text 

main idea: in 
informa onal text, 
the central point the 
author wants the 
reader to know 

text:  refers to print and 
digital text such as 
books, websites, videos, 
menus, magazine, 
posters, signs, etc.   

text features: parts of a text that help the 
reader find and understand informa on, 
such as: heading, table of contents, 
glossary, electronic menus, icons, bold 
print, labels, photographs, cap ons, etc. 

Source Citation: http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/find/ghana/ 
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