
Unit Two Overview 
Creating a National Political System and Culture 

here are three types of lessons included in this unit.  There are Historical 
Thinking lessons, Writing Focus lessons, and one independent project which 
focuses on Historical Thinking and Source Analysis.  The Historical Thinking 

lessons use primary sources and images to teach and reinforce the historical thinking 
and document analysis skills for the unit. The Writing Skill lessons introduce persuasive 
argument and task analysis skills necessary to complete document based questions 
introduced in unit three. 

T 
The thinking, reading, and writing skills that are taught and reinforced in Unit Two 
build important habits that will be used throughout the course.  They also review the 
skills that were taught in Advanced Grade Seven. The goal of Advanced Grade Eight is 
for students to be able to independently apply all the historical thinking skills 
introduced in Advanced Grades Six and Seven.   

The chart below is taken from the Social Studies Skills Framework for Grade 8 
(Advanced 8, Unit 1 Appendix).  It shows which skills are suggested for instruction and 
reinforcement in Unit Two.  The skills that are included in the guide are:  evaluation of 
evidence, historical interpretation, image analysis, persuasion, and task analysis. 
 
 

Advanced Skills:  Unit Two  

Historical Thinking Source 
Analysis 

Writing Focus Learning Skill 

 

Evaluation of Evidence 
for Relevance 
• evidence is selected and 

evaluated to support a 
particular point of view 

• the value of evidence is 
influenced by its source 

 
Historical Interpretation 
• Historians reconstruct 

history from evidence 
Historical interpretation is 
influenced by the author’s 
perspective, context and 
selected evidence 

Source Analysis 
Skills from 8.1 
 

Task Analysis 
• breaking down a 

complex prompt 
into components 

Reading an 
Interpretation 

Image Analysis 
interpreting political 
cartoons, drawings, 
photographs, 
propaganda, and other 
visuals 

• outlining and 
planning a 
response to a 
complex prompt 

• writing a multi-
paragraph essay 
based on task 
analysis 

Persuasion 
• formulating a 

cohesive historical 
argument 
supported by 
evidence in writing 
and oral debate 

questioning textbook 
content and other 
secondary sources as 
historical 
interpretations 
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Historical Thinking Skills:  Unit Two 

 

Evaluation of Evidence and Historical Interpretation are the two thinking 
skills selected for development in Unit Two.  Both of these skills were introduced in 
Grade Seven.  It is important to understand how historical thinking is more than just 
learning to analyze sources like a historian.  The thinking skills are important for 
effective participation in our communities, nation, and world.  Students who develop 
these skills, and transfer them beyond the social studies classroom, are better able to 
make sense of the world around them by becoming critically engaged as consumers of 
information.  They can effectively evaluate and use evidence presented through a 
variety of media, understanding that all argument is interpretation influenced by 
selected evidence.   

Why Teach Evaluation of Evidence? 
We read or hear arguments and opinions every day – but how do we know if they 
are reasonable?  The ability to evaluate the evidence used by others to support a 
point of view, whether the source of information is a historian, media pundit, or 
friend, provides students with a foundation for sorting through large amounts of 
often conflicting information to identify sources with credibility.  The ability to 
select relevant evidence helps students to make reasonable judgments and develop 
sound arguments in their own communications. The evaluation of evidence is a 
skill essential to learning in this age of electronic media.   By evaluating and 
selecting evidence, students learn that: 

• evidence is selected and evaluated to support a particular point of 
view. 

• the value of evidence is influenced by its source. 

 

Why Teach Historical Interpretation? 
History is dynamic and changing, just like our world.  Students often mistakenly 
believe history is a stagnant list of facts to be memorized, instead of a story 
interpreted and accepted over time.  Teaching historical interpretation trains 
students to think critically and ask questions while they read any interpretation of 
history, whether it is their textbook or a primary source document.  As students 
engage in the process of writing their own interpretations of history from 
evidence, they learn firsthand that interpretations vary depending on the evidence 
and the interpreter.  Once students understand that history is an interpretation of 
evidence, history is much more engaging.  In Advanced Grade Eight US History, 
students will learn that: 

• historians reconstruct history from evidence. 

• historical interpretation is influenced by the author’s perspective, 
context, and selected evidence. 
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	Chap. XV
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	Preface
	As this treatise (book) is calculated (intended) for the improvement of the rising generation of Females in America, the Lady of fashion and fortune will not be displeased, if many hints are suggested for the more general and universal knowledge of these females in this country, who by the loss of their parents, or other unfortunate circumstances, are reduced to the necessity of going into families in the line of domestics, or taking refuge with their friends or relations, and doing those things which are really essential to the perfecting them as good wives, and useful members of society.  The orphan, tho’ left to the care of virtuous guardians, will find it essentially necessary to have an opinion and determination of her own.  
	The world, and the fashion thereof, is so variable, that old people cannot accommodate (adjust) themselves to the various changes and fashions which daily occur; they will adhere to the fashion of their day and will no surrender their attachments to the good old way—while the young…bend and conform readily to the taste of the times….  By having an opinion and determination, I would not be understood to mean an obstinacy (stubbornness)—by no means, but only an adherence to those rules and maxims which have stood the test of ages, and will forever establish the female character, a virtuous character—altho’ they conform to the ruling taste of the age in cookery, dress, language, manners, etc.
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	source  D:  Indenture of Sarah Green, 1797 
	This Indenture witnesseth that Joseph Barnard Gentleman, Joseph Stebbins Esquire, & John Williams Esquire all of Deerfield…Massachusetts and Overseers of the Poor…do place and bind out as an Apprentice a poor child (who has become chargeable to said town) named Sarah Green daughter of Samuel Green late (dead) resident in said town.
	Unto Ebenezer Hindsdale Williams of said Derrfield Gentleman; to learn the Art or Mistery (trade) of common needlework & housewifery the said Sarah to dwell (live) with & serve the said Ebenerzer H Williams after the manner of an Apprentice from the date hereof until the Eleventh day of September which will be…1807 at which time, the said apprentice (if she be living) will be Eighteen Years of age; or until she shall be married, whichever of said events shall first take place.  During all which time the said Apprentice her said Master shall well & faithfully serve, she shall not reveal his secrets, & shall readily obey his lawful commands.  She shall do no damage to her said Master, nor know or suffer any to be done by others without giving him notice thereof:  she shall not spend her time in idle pastimes, or amusements, nor absent herself from the service of her said Master: but shall behave herself, as a good & faithful apprentice in all things, & at all times, during the whole of said term.
	And the said Ebenezer H Williams on his part doth hereby covenant (promise) & agree with the Overseers aforesaid (mentioned before) to teach the said Apprentice or cause her to be taught the Art & Mistery of common needlework, and housewifery by the best way and means he can: and also to teacher her, or cause her to be taught to read & write if she be able to learn and shall faithfully provide for her sufficient meat & drink, cloathing & lodging, & other necessaries fit & convenient for such an apprentice, during the term aforesaid: and at the expiration (end) thereof to give unto said apprentice, two good suits of wearing apparel, for all parts of her body, one suitable for the Sabbath, & the other for labouring days…
	Singed Sealed & Delivered
	In presence of
	Sam Merrill                         Eben H Williams              Joseph Stebbins
	Tho W Ashley                     Joseph Barnard                 John Williams
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	source E:  Excerpts from the diary of Elizabeth Fuller.  Elizabeth began her diary in 1790 at the age of 14.  She lived on a farm with her family in Princeton, Massachusetts.  Her father was Rev. Timothy Fuller. 
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	source G:  Excerpts from the 1878 autobiography of Soujourner Truth, Narrative of Sojourner Truth: A Bondswoman of Olden Time.  The excerpts included were written based on a dictation from Soujourner Truth to a writer in 1850 and focus on Sojourner Truth’s childhood in slavery.  
	HER BIRTH AND PARENTAGE
	The subject of this biography, Soujourner Truth, as she now calls herself – but whose name, originally, was Isabella – was born, as near as she can now calculate, between the years 1797 and 1800.  She was the daughter of James and Betsey, slaves of one Colonel Ardinburgh, Hurley, Ulster County, New York…
	Of her first master, she can give no account, as she must have been a mere infant when he died; and she, with her parents and some ten or twelve other fellow human chattels (slaves), became the legal property of his son, Charles Ardinburgh.  She distinctly remembers hearing her father and mother say, that their lot (group)was a fortunate one, as Master Charles was the best of the family, – being, comparatively speaking, a kind master to his slaves.
	James and Betsey having, by their faithfulness, docility, and respectful behavior, won his particular regard received from him particular favors – among which was a lot of land, lying back on the slope of a mountain, where, by improving the pleasant evenings and Sundays, they manage to raise a little tobacco, corn, or flax; which they exchanged for extras, in the articles of food or clothing for themselves and children.  She has no remembrance (memory) that Saturday afternoon was ever added to their own (free) time, as it is by some masters in the Southern States.
	ACCOMODATIONS
	Among Isabella’s earliest recollections was the removal of her master, Charles Ardinburgh, into his new house, which he had build for a hotel, soon after the decease of his father.  A cellar, under this hotel, was assigned to his slaves, as their sleeping apartment, – all the slaves he possessed, of both sexes, sleeping (as is quite common in a state of slavery) in the same room.  She carries in her mind, to this day, a vivid picture of this dismal chamber; its only lights consisting of a few panes of glass, through which she thinks the sun never shone, but with thrice reflected rays; and the space between the loose boards of the floor, and the uneven earth below, was often filled with mud and water, the uncomfortable splashings of which were as annoying as its noxious (harmful) vapors must have been chilling and fatal to health.  She shudders, even now, as she goes back in memory, and revisits the cellar, and sees its inmates, of both sexes and all ages, sleeping on those damp boards, like the horse, with a little straw and a blanket; and she wonders not at the rheumatisms, and fever-sores, and palsies (types of illnesses), that distorted the limbs and racked the bodies of those fellow-slaves in after-life.
	Still, she does not attribute this cruelty – for cruelty it certainly is, to be so unmindful of the health and comfort of any being, leaving entirely out of sight his more important part, his everlasting interests, – so much to any innate or constitutional cruelty of the master, as to that gigantic inconsistency, that inherited habit among slave-holders, of expecting a willing and intelligent obedience from the slave, because he is a MAN – at the same time every thing belonging to the soul-harrowing (disturbing) system does its best to crush the last vestige (trace) of a man within him; and when it is crushed, and often before, he is denied the comforts of life, on the plea that he knows neither the want nor the use of them, and because he is considered to be little more or little less than a beast.  
	HER BROTHERS AND SISTERS
	…The most familiar appellation (name) of her mother was ‘Mau-mau Bett.’ She was the mother of some ten or twelve children; though Sojourner is far from knowing the exact number of her brothers and sisters; she being the youngest, save one, and all older than herself having been sold before her remembrance.  She was privileged to behold six of them while she remained a slave.
	Of the two that immediately preceded her in age, a boy of five years and a girl of three, who were sold when she was an infant, she heard much; and she wishes that all who would fain (willingly) believe that slave parents have not natural affection for their offspring could have listened as she did, while [her father and mother], – their dark cellar lighted by a blazing pine-knot – would sit for hours, recalling and recounting every endearing, as well as harrowing circumstance that taxed memory could supply, from the histories of those dear departed ones, of whom they had been robbed, and for whom their hearts still bled…
	Independent Project (Historical Source H
	source H:  Excerpts from Mrs. Mary Dewee’s journal describing her journey from Philadelphia to Lexington, Kentucky1787-1788.  
	Independent Project (Historical Source I
	source I:  1815 Petition (formal request) to the General Assembly from freed slave Nancy, of Loudon County Virginia.  An 1806 law in Virginia required freed slaves to leave the state within one year of being freed.
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