APPROVED Rockvill e, Maryl and
21-1988 April 12, 1988

The Board of Education of Montgonery County net in regul ar session at
the Carver Educational Services Center, Rockville, Maryland, on
Tuesday, April 12, 1988, at 10:05 a.m

ROLL CALL Present: Ms. Sharon D Fonzo, President
in the Chair
Dr. Janmes E. Cronin
M. Blair G BEw ng
M. Bruce A ol densohn
M. Andrew Herscowitz
Ms. Marilyn J. Praisner
Ms. Vicki Rafel
Dr. Robert E. Shoenberg

Absent: None

O hers Present: Dr. Harry Pitt, Superintendent of School s
Dr. Paul L. Vance, Deputy Superintendent
M. Thomas S. Fess, Parlianentarian

RESOLUTI ON NO. 177-88 Re: BQOARD AGENDA - APRIL 12, 1988

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Dr. Cronin
seconded by M. Herscowitz, the follow ng resolution was adopted with
Dr. Cronin, Ms. D Fonzo, M. Ew ng, M. Coldensohn, (M.
Herscowitz), Ms. Rafel, and Dr. Shoenberg voting in the affirmative;
M's. Praisner voting in the negative:

RESOLVED, That the Board agenda for April 12, 1988, be approved with
the deletion of the itemon the Redl and Area El enentary School Site,
the addition of a five-mnute Board/Press/Visitor Conference prior to
the item on Tobacco Prohibition, and a reduction in the afternoon
Board/ Press/ Visitor Conference by five mnutes.

Re: CURRI CULUM DI SCUSSI ON - ELEMENTARY
READI NG LANGUAGE ARTS

Dr. Pitt explained that this was the first of their efforts to

di scuss curriculumissues on a nmonthly basis with the Board of
Education. M. WIlliam dark, director of Academ c Skills,

i ntroduced Norma Kuehnl e, coordinator of academic skills; Ted
Schuder, program coordi nator of academ c skills; Kristin Norment,
teacher specialist; Jennie Flenm ng, principal of D anond El enentary
School, M m Doores, principal of Beall Elenentary School; Kay
Kreit man, teacher, and Pam Col lins, teacher.

M. Cdark said that in the 1970's there was concern in the county
that they did not have a uniformreadi ng program The programthey
had t hen depended upon the basal readers or materials used by each
school. In addition, there was concern about the conprehension test
scores of students. This concern resulted in their applying for and



receiving a grant fromthe governnent's Title IV-C program which
enabl ed themto review research on strong reading prograns and to
develop revisions in the readi ng/l anguage arts curriculum In 1981
t he Board approved a reading and listening curriculum and in 1983
the witing and speaking part of that curricul umwas approved.

Ms. Kuehnle pointed out that the intent of the curriculumwas to
provi de a consistent countyw de programthat would increase the
proficiency of all students in reading, |listening, speaking, witing
and thinking. This was a research-based curricul um because research
had told themthat all the |anguage arts were constructive processes.
Students nust be able to construct neaning as they read and listen
and they nust be able to construct and conmuni cate neani ng as they
wite and speak. Therefore, the instructional program was
meani ng- cent ered and process-based. They wanted students to be aware
of what they were doing, why they were doing it, and how t hey were
doing it. This would result in their becom ng i ndependent | earners
and lifelong | earners. The previous curricul umwas based on m ni mum
conpet ency objectives set by the State Departnment of Education
Teachers used basal readers and the guides to the readers. |If they
had asked a teacher about the curriculumat that tine, the teacher
woul d have replied by citing the reading series he or she was using
in the school

Ms. Kuehnle reported that as far as witing and speaki ng, there was
literally no curriculum To be an effective reader, you nust be
flexible, able to handle different types of materials, and be
nmotivated. The current curriculumwas strategy-centered as opposed
to skills-centered. Students were provided instruction in a w de
variety of different kinds of texts. They were notivated because
readi ng i nstruction was based on good literature, and they had many
opportunities to read interesting and informative materials, thereby
encouragi ng themto becone |ifel ong readers.

Ms. Kuehnle stated that to be effective nmenbers of society, students
must be able to use | anguage and to reason. Both of these were
crucial to achievement and inherent in the curriculum The reading
and |i stening conponent consisted of objectives in a variety of

di scourse--narration, exposition, persuasion and procedure. For each
of these types of discourse, teachers had student performance
objectives for fables, folk tales, biographies, novels, textbooks,
newspapers, reference materials and recipes. The witing and
speaki ng obj ectives paralleled reading and Iistening so that students
were able to integrate instruction. They learned to wite for
purpose and in a variety of forns. They taught students how to
devel op | anguage fluency, both orally and in witing.

Ms. Kuehnl e enphasi zed that there were objectives at each grade |evel
for the conventions of English including usage, grammar, spelling,
capitalization, punctuation, and handwiting, K through 6. They had
used sunmmrer workshops to devel op support materials and a teacher's
gui de for each grade |level containing units with many choices

to allow for differentiation of instruction and for integrating

| anguage arts with content areas. They had spoken sequence charts



showi ng t he devel opnent of objectives across grade |evels, show ng
devel opnental as well as cognitive sequences. |In addition, they had
a handbook for new teachers which gave an overvi ew of the program and
sonme teaching tips. They also had a "core book list" showing library
books approved for use as textbooks in the curriculum

Ms. Kuehnl e observed that another inportant elenment was training. In
conjunction with Staff Devel opnent, the Departnent of Academic Skills
of fered 17 readi ng/| anguage arts nodul es whi ch supported Board
Priorities 1 and 2. These were taught by teachers, and the teachers
attendi ng recei ved stipends. For the past four years they had

provi ded two days of training in August for teachers new to MCPS

Last year they trained two teachers in every school to hel p other
teachers devel op witing pronpts that would hel p prepare students for
the Maryl and Functional Witing Test. They had four in-service
courses that teachers could take, and they also offered a
denonstrati on teacher nodel so that every el enmentary school woul d
recei ve four hal f-days of substitute tine to permt teachers to visit
ot her schools and cl assroons. At present, every school had either a
hal f- or full-time reading specialist to provide ongoi ng support and
training for inplenmentation of the curriculum Curricul um
specialists also assisted in this effort, and at the area |l evel there
wer e readi ng/ | anguage arts specialists to help with training at the
area and school |evel.

M. Schuder said that progress in such a curriculumwas not going to
be measured by any single instrument. At the classroomlevel they
had i nformal neasures and tests provided by publishers, and at
systemw de | evel s they had standardi zed tests in grades 3, 5, and 8,
with mnimal conpetency tests in grades 7 and 9. 1In addition, they
had the criterion-referenced reading tests which were a higher |evel
measure of critical reading conprehension skills. These tests were
avail able for reading in narration story fornms for grades 1 to 8, and
they were pilot testing themfor reading exposition, social studies,
sci ence textbook materials, and encycl opedias. |If they |ooked at the
array of neasures from m ni mal conpetency to standardized to
criterion-referenced, they could say that students were doing very
nicely in MCPS in this curricul um

Ms. Flem ng reported that in four years D anond El enentary had noved
froma basal approach to one inplenenting the reading/language arts
curriculum Instead of giving unit and placenent tests, they were
using the criterion-reference tests to plan and to gear up teaching
strategi es appropriate for the curriculum She had seen teachers
reluctant to change and to give up their basal reading, but with
support fromthe area office reading specialists and the school - based
readi ng teacher they had nade the transition. She felt that
teachers were nore creative and were using stories to illustrate
character traits or for conflict resolution. They were now creating
their own resource matters on their own tinme and sharing with other
t eachers.

In terms of the students, Ms. Flemng said there had been stories
that this curriculumwas not for the | ow achi eving student, but she



felt the programwas a notivating force for all children. Children
were finding joy in reading which showed up in terns of library
circulation at Dianmond. She added that they were constantly
educating their community as to the intent of the reading/language
arts program because parents were accustoned to having a basal reader
com ng hone with the child.

Ms. Flem ng found the programrenewing in ternms of teachers and their
creativity. This was reflected in their criterion-reference test
scores as well as in the California Achi evement Test results.

Ms. Doores explained that she was one of those receiving the initial
training in the programwho took the training back to the staff.

Last year she had taught a third and fourth grade cl assroom using the
program Now she was working with a staff that had been using the
program for four years, and she was working with themto redefine
their delivery of services and do nore integration of curricul um

She thought the program made students feel good about reading.
Readi ng was no | onger a separate subject. It was unified with social
studi es, science, math, and all the curriculumareas. Motivation of
students had i nproved, and while sone could not read the materials
they were exposed to materials at their level of interest and were
able to listen to the story. She saw students reading nore and

di scussi ng nore because they were exposed to nore. As a result of
this interest, there was a great drain on the nmedia center as
students sought out books by the sane author or books in a content
area. Children did nore reading to each other, sharing their reading
know edge and skills.

Ms. Doores saw nore enphasis on higher order intellectual skills.
Students were able to do nore analysis, synthesis, and they were
maki ng predictions and becomi ng risk-takers. There was also a
greater reading/witing connection and a larger variety of activities
on a nore creative |level. Because of the strong witing conponent,
she saw the program as enhanci ng work in science and social studies
because students were using critical thinking skills. Children were
sel ecting books on a nore difficult level, and she felt the program
conpl emented Priority 1 and Priority 2 because it was chal |l enging,
all owed children to be risk-takers, and gave children an opportunity
to share information with each other

Ms. Kreitman inforned the Board that as a first grade teacher she had
started her career using basal readers and a teacher's guide. She
found that she and the students were bored with | essons fromthe
basals. She felt that the publishers did not know her and the needs
of her students, but rather they prepared material for al

cl assroonms. As a consequence, she started using the library for
materials to give students a chance to read froma variety of sources
on all the topics they were studying. Now with the new program she
had control over what happened in her classroomand did her planning
based upon the objectives that she nmust teach. She reported that

t ext book | anguage was very contrived because publishers wanted to
make books readabl e, and as a consequence they distorted the |anguage



and failed to nmake | anguage rich and exciting. Previously skills
were taught in isolation, and there was no connection of skills to
content to subject matter. Now she was in control of her classroom
Ms. Kreitman reported that yesterday her students had read a fol k
tal e and had devel oped four questions about the story. Today they
were to exchange these questions with another student and answer
questions their partner had witten. There was a |ot of discussion
because the first graders had to ask the witer of the question to
expl ain what was neant if they did not understand. This fostered

i nvol venent and a conmmtnment to |learning. As a classroomteacher
she felt she had to be nore responsible than she used to be for
knowi ng what she needed to teach. The basal reader did not hold her
responsi bl e.

Ms. Kreitman felt there was now a strong enphasis in the classroom on
usi ng | anguage skills to understand the gist of a text through

di scussi on and questioning. Meaning was sought through |istening and
t hi nki ng and exam ning | anguage in the text. She was able to use
fine, high quality children's literature, and students were notivated
and enchanted by the materials. This freedomto choose what was
appropriate for her students was to her one of the nobst exciting

t hi ngs she had done in a long tine. Mnority children were all owed
to bring to the | earning experience their own background and
experience and relate it to that which was to be | earned. For these
children, the natural tendency was to nake sense of the world around
them as a foundation for |earning | anguage skills. They could
participate, interact, produce |anguage and internalize new | anguage
skills in a relevant nmanner

Ms. Collins indicated that she was a sixth grade teacher and had been
teaching in Montgonery County for over 15 years. Over the years she
had seen many innovations, but the current reading/language arts
program was one of the best she had ever seen. It was good for
teachers and students, and it allowed integration into other parts of
the curriculum They had novels and units for using the newspaper,

t ext books, poetry and fables. They had a wealth of material, and the
teacher was given the flexibility to decide on the tine frame and the
enphasi s.

Ms. Collins recalled that when she was a child and was given a new
book twice a year there was great excitement in the classroom Now
students had new books every six to eight weeks which was highly
nmotivating. The curriculum guides had excellent initiating
activities to get children involved fromthe begi nning, and the
novel s were well chosen for the grade and age of the child. In

addi tion, she could go back to fifth grade books or ahead to seventh
and ei ghth grade books. She felt that the programwas excellent to
use with science and social studies. For exanple, they could use
fabl es when they were | earning about Africa or nyths when they were
studyi ng Greece and Rone.

Ms. Collins explained that children could now wite about characters
in a novel or come up with a different ending to a story. They could



wite letters to newspapers and to enbassies. Children were taught
the purpose for witing and were taught to appreciate their audience.
They learned to view witing as a process and not sinply a product.
As far as developing critical thinking skills, they asked children to
eval uate and anal yze what they had read. She then read severa

papers produced by children in her classroom She found there was
excel | ent di scussion and interaction going on between children and
bet ween children and teacher. She was proud to be a teacher in

Mont gonmery County because of what was going on in the classroons.

Ms. Nornent cited a first grader who asked if they were going to read
the new way or the old way today. The student |iked the new way
better because he was excited about reading. The curricul um provided
an opportunity for the children to ask questions about what was goi ng
to take place in a story. The children were able to discuss the
story anmong thenselves with the teacher facilitating the
conversati on.

Ms. Nornent expl ai ned that she had been a readi ng teacher at Rolling
Terrace which was a uni que school with 476 students representing 36
countries. The staff faced the chall enge of educating such a diverse
popul ation effectively. They needed to be sure they were assessing
and educating their children to the fullest; therefore, they accepted
t he change fromthe basal readers to an open-ended, fl exible,
conprehensive curriculumthat was very good for teachers and for
students. Wth the new curriculum they were able to help children
regulate their own learning and to be in control of that I|earning.
Research told themthat strategic | earning was a goal that should be
fundanmental to education and that strategic problem solving devel oped
somewhere between the ages of five to 12. The curricul um provi ded
themwith a variety of reading materials and resources. The children
and teachers were excited because it was such a col orful

stinmulating, and exciting environment with so many books to read.

Ms. Nornent reported that science and social studies had al ways been
hard areas for their children. The curriculum offered expository
training with techniques for teachers to use to teach children to
handl e different materials. They found it was a matter of adjusting
instructional nmethods to help their children understand sci ence and
social studies. 1In addition, they found that children became nore
aware of their own learning styles. They becane aware that they
could inprove. They saw redirection in the thinking of teachers.
They were very open to hel ping children and gai ning fromthe
experience of the children. Teachers worked in teans, sharing
materials, and sharing ideas. They set up some very structured
schedul es of teacher observations of each other, and they were able
to get substitute time to let teachers pair activities that were
going on fromclassroomto classroom |If the Board visited their

cl assroons, they would find children sharing a novel, doing book
reports, evaluating each other's witing, and discussing.

Ms. Nornent felt that the new curriculumwas the best thing that had
happened to the county in the 16 years she had been teaching. She
was el ated about the program and quoted the Rolling Terrace principa
as saying, "W are teaching a reading and thinking process. The



children are not going to forget the way they are thinking. Long
after they may have forgotten the names of characters and acti ons and
solutions to the problem they would have established a pattern, a
structure, and an awareness of purpose.”

M. Cdark stated that the next question was where they were goi ng
fromhere. He thought they had a very rich curriculumthat, with
sonme fine tuning, would be in place for the next decade. The
curricul umwas based on recent findings and research, and it was on
the cutting edge of what was going on with readi ng and | anguage arts
in the country. They would need to continue to train teachers to
understand the curriculumand to use it, and they would have to
continue this training program At present they were using sone
technology in the program and in the future they would have to | ook
at other technol ogi es as they energed.

M. ol densohn comented that he had enjoyed the discussion. Hi s

wi fe was an el ementary school |anguage arts teacher, and he had seen
t he changes in the readi ng/l anguage arts program He thought the
curricul umwas excellent, and he hoped that it would |last for the
next decade.

M's. Praisner remarked that when she had introduced the idea of a
mont hl'y curricul um di scussi on she wasn't sure how this woul d devel op
She was especially glad to see the practitioners and the classroom
partici pants as part of the discussion. She, too, wondered where
they were going in the future with inplenentation, training, and new
technol ogies. Dr. Pitt saw the use of technol ogy as an instrunent
for learning rather than | earning technol ogy.

Dr. Cronin asked how they could assure a community educated with

basal readers that their children were still |earning formand that
formwas not being sacrificed in the nanme of understanding. How did
t hey make sure children were learning to spell, punctuate, and

capitalize. M. Kuehnle replied that in the traditional setting,
grammar and usage were taught in isolation. There was little
carry-over to real witing. Now they were saying witing was a
process and that process should be enphasized. Wen the student was
able to proofread, that was the ideal tine to get into the usage, the
grammar, and the nechani cs because then it had some real mneaning for
the child. M. Schuder added that they were teaching witing and
reading as a functional repertoire of strategies and not in

i sol ati on.

Dr. Cronin asked what they did with a sixth grade student reading at
the eighth or ninth grade level. M. Collins replied that certain
novel s were identified for the gifted and talented and set aside for
children above grade level. |In addition, some novels were identified
as sinple sixth grade novels.

Ms. Kreitman reported that every year parents attended back-to-schoo
ni ght and asked if she was still teaching phonics. Her answer was
yes. They had not discarded phonics objectives. Those objectives
were to be taught to students at all grade |evels; however, they now



had a different way of addressing them

M. Ewi ng said that parents frequently asked a question which they
had not tal ked about explicitly. They wanted to know what it was

t hat students should know when they had finished with six or seven
years of instruction and skills and strategi es they should have
mastered by that time. M. Schuder replied that they wanted to have
students becone i ndependent |earners, readers, witers and thinkers.
The second | evel was stated in the PROGRAM OF STUDI ES. They want ed
children to understand what they had read, and they had defined a

wi de array of reading materials and a wide variety of purposes for
doi ng so. They wanted students to become purposeful witers who
wrote things that others could understand. The sane thing was true
wi th speech habits. The third | evel was specific to the PROGRAM OF
STUDIES. This listed what the objectives thensel ves were and how

t hey were organi zed.

Dr. Vance suggested that the only person m ssing fromthe panel today
was a parent. He would Iike to play that rol e because he had two
children in el enmentary school who had been in different schools. He
had shared with Dr. Martin his wife's pleasure with the
readi ng/ | anguage arts program He was anmazed at how well his second
grader and fifth grader wote and how well they wote independently.
For exanple, on Sunday norning he had to rush to get the sports pages
away fromhis fifth grade son. These were denonstrabl e things that

i npacted his househol d, and he woul d i magi ne other parents in the
county saw t he sane t hings.

M. Ewi ng recalled that when his children were young he had to spend
a vast anount of tinme teaching the formand structure of the English
| anguage to them He wondered how they were doing in this area now.
He continued to hear students saying they didn't |earn much about the
structure of English until they studied a foreign | anguage. M.
Kuehnl e replied that the rich literature in the curriculumserved as
a nodel for student witing. Students were constantly |ooking at
different structures and the different ways that authors expressed

t hensel ves. She felt they were getting far nore exposure than they
had previously where the instruction cane nostly froma grammar book

Dr. Pitt remarked that they still had a concern here because of
performances on basic witing tests. However, children did not wite
outside of the formal school situation as nmuch as they once did. For
exanpl e, people used the tel ephone rather than wite a letter
Therefore, the schools had a great responsibility here. M. Schuder
added that research had shown that isolated instruction in granmar
was actually detrinental to the quality of witing produced by
students. Now they were taking these conpetencies and putting them
in a functional repertoire where they would end up with better
grammar and better witing.

Dr. Shoenberg stated that nmany people were concerned about what
children knew, particularly children from di sadvant aged backgrounds
or | anguage- poor backgrounds. He had heard themtal k about students
responses to function and to human conflicts and problens that arose



in that fiction. However, they had not tal ked about biographies or
newspapers, and he wondered where there was sone tendency in the
readi ng/ | anguage arts programto scant the skills involved in reading
nonfictional works. He noted that all the people at the table had
been well trained in the curriculumand were enthusiastic about it.
However, about a year ago they received a report from DEA which noted
that many people were not confortable with the curriculumand |iked

t he basal readers. He said he was encouraged by the response he had
heard from principals and teachers this norning, but he was concerned
about what else they needed to do. He asked if there were anything
the Board needed to do to pronote the further spread and acceptance
of this curriculum

M. Schuder replied that the data in the report was al nost three
years old and had been collected at the tine when they were beginning
the training. Dr. Shoenberg asked if every school had adopted the
curriculumde facto. M. Schuder replied that they had nade great
progress. As they involved nore teachers in the training nodul es and
the training program they would see a higher degree of

i npl enentation of the curriculumas it was witten. Dr. Shoenberg
asked if new teachers were prepared to deal with the curriculum M.
Kuehnl e replied that in recent years new teachers were nuch better
prepared, especially in the area of witing. New teachers had
nothing to give up, and therefore they were doing very well with the
new curricul um

Dr. Shoenberg asked if he could have a response to his first

gquestion. It mght be that students received sufficient practices in
dealing with nonfictional materials across the curriculum M.
Collins replied that she did use nonfiction, and they spent a | ot of
time working with research skills and using textbooks and

encycl opedi as. She explained that it was hard to divorce
readi ng/ | anguage arts fromthe rest of the curricul um because they
were really teaching these skills all day |ong.

M. Herscowitz reported that he had not |earned about construction of
the English | anguage until he was in junior high school and had
started with a foreign | anguage course. He was concerned that
students were learning to read but were not sure about construction
He wondered what was going on now that was different fromwhat he had
| earned ten years ago in elenentary schools. M. Kuehnle said she
could give hima quick response. Teachers were incorporating those
objectives in their I essons and students were | earning these skills.
They had a process called peer conferencing where students | ook at
each other's witing and help with proof reading. She also noted
that test scores were inproving in this area.

M's. Rafel expressed her appreciation to the staff for a very
productive hour. She hoped that future discussions on curricul um
i ssues woul d have the same kind of exposition before they got to
Board questi ons.

M's. Di Fonzo noted that she had heard from parents that private
school s provided reading lists to students. She thought they coul d



do a great service to youngsters if schools could provide reading
lists for sumer reading. Staff assured her that schools did have
reading lists and offered to provide sanples of the lists. Ms.

D Fonzo thanked staff for an enlightening di scussion

Re: BQARD/ PRESS/ VI SI TOR CONFERENCE

M. Dustin Ferris, Gaithersburg H gh School student, appeared before
t he Board.

Re: A MOTION BY MR HERSCOW TZ ON SMOKI NG
( FAI LED)

The following notion by M. Herscowitz failed for |lack of a second:

WHEREAS, The surgeon general of the United States has determ ned that
snoking is injurious to personal health; and

WHEREAS, The Montgonmery County Board of Education recogni zes and
accepts the overwhel mi ng evidence of the health hazards inherent to
t he use of tobacco and condemms the practice; and

WHEREAS, The Board of Education banned tobacco use on school premn ses
by students for the aforenentioned reasons; and

WHEREAS, The Board of Education's educational practice of condemni ng
t obacco use contradicts its admnistrative practice of tolerating
staff use of tobacco; and

WHEREAS, In MCPS attenpts to enploy staff that will serve as role
nodel s for its students, snoking staff nenbers may unconsci ously
serve as negative role nodels for students in regard to tobacco use,
particul arly during school hours and on school prem ses; and

WHEREAS, Tobacco use by sone staff menbers poses a potential health
threat to other staff nenbers and students; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Board of Education adopts as its policy a
prohi biti on on use of tobacco on school prem ses, central office, and
area offices; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the date for inplenentation of the ban on use of
tobacco shall be as of the first day of school in Septenber 1988,
assum ng Board of Education approval of the superintendent's plan of
action which addresses at a minimumthe follow ng issues in practica
terns showi ng how they will be resol ved

a) \Wat penalties would be appropriate and be enpl oyed for
vi ol ati on of the tobacco ban by staff, including any
gradation of penalties for nmultiple violations and what
degree of violation will be required for suspension and/or
fine

b) What specific plans for enforcing the ban including which



categories of enployees will be required to enforce it, for
exanpl e, departnent directors, principals, resource teachers,
etc.

c) The total estimated cost of extending the student tobacco
education cessation and enforcenment prograns to the staff,
and

d) The possibility of establishing a student/staff support
rel ati onshi p program

and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be sent to all enpl oyee
units, student government organizations, the State Board of
Education, and the Montgonery County Council .

RESOLUTI ON NO. 178-88 Re: TOBACCO PROH BI TI ON | MPLEMENTATI ON PLAN

On notion of M. Ewi ng seconded by Dr. Cronin, the follow ng
resol uti on was adopted unani nously:

RESOLVED, That the Board of Education endorse the superintendent's
tobacco prohibition inplementation plan; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Board of Education request the superintendent
actively to pursue devel opment of a plan to ban staff tobacco use in
MCPS facilities and that he bring the Board his findings or
recomendati ons or both at an appropriate tine but not |ater than the
fall of 1989; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Board of Education encourage |ocal schools to
institute voluntary staff bans on the use of tobacco for the next
school year and direct the superintendent to provide support to those
schools that do and to report back the status of that in one year

Re: EXECUTI VE SESSI ON

The Board of Education net in executive session from12:20 to 1:55
p.m to discuss personnel and |egal issues.

Re: BOARD/ PRESS/ VI SI TOR CONFERENCE
( CONTI NUED)

The foll ow ng individuals appeared before the Board of Education

Soni a Beekman

Lauri e Pal ner, Takona Park ES PTA

Mavis Ellis, Takoma Park ES PTA

Stan CGordon, Citizens Advisory Committee for Career and
Vocat i onal Educati on

s

RESOLUTI ON NO. 179-88 Re: PERSONNEL APPO NTMENT

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Dr. Cronin
seconded by Ms. Praisner, the follow ng resolution was adopted



unani nousl y:

APPO NTMENT PRESENT PGCsI TI ON AS
Robert E. Hatchel Pri nci pal Princi pal Designate
Pi ney Branch ES E. Brooke Lee M5

Ef fective: 5-1-88

RESOLUTI ON NO. 180-88 Re: I NTRODUCTI ON TO ALGEBRA A AND B AND
PRI NCl PLES OF GEOVETRY AND ALGEBRA A
AND B

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Dr. Cronin*
seconded by Ms. Praisner, the follow ng resolution was adopted
unani nousl y:

*Dr. Cronin tenporarily left the nmeeting after making the notion and
before the vote was taken.

WHEREAS, The public school |aws of Maryland specify that the county
superintendent shall prepare courses of study and recomrend them for
adoption by the county Board (ANNOTATED CODE OF THE PUBLI C GENERAL
LAWS OF MARYLAND, EDUCATI ON, SEC. 4-205); and

WHEREAS, The public school |aws of Maryland also state that the
county Board, on the witten reconmendati on of the county
superintendent, shall establish courses of study for the schools
under its jurisdiction (1BID., Sec. 4-110); and

WHEREAS, The PROGRAM OF STUDIES is the docunment which contains the
prescribed curriculumelenents, including instructional objectives,

of all MCPS curricul um prograns and courses (MCPS Regul ati on | FB-RA
Devel opnent and Approval of Curriculum and Supporting Materials); and

WHEREAS, Excellence in curriculumcan be maintained only by paying
continuing attention to the need for curricul umchange; and

WHEREAS, The MCPS Mat hematics Task Force Report called for the

i nprovenent of the mathematics programfor all students and i ncl uded
recomendations to review and nodi fy curricul umcontent and
instructional strategies to reflect current trends and to train staff
in these nodifications; and

WHEREAS, The Council on Instruction, charged by the superintendent
wi th considering reconmendations for curricul umchange, has
recommended approval of the curricula for Introduction to Al gebra A
and B and Principles of Geonetry and Al gebra A and B, based on the
results of pilot testing; and

WHEREAS, The superintendent reconmends that the Board approve these
new courses presented on March 9, 1988; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Board of Educati on approve Introduction to Al gebra
A and B and Principles of Geonetry and Al gebra A and B for inclusion



in the Gades 9-12 mat hemati cs section of the MCPS PROGRAM CF STUDI ES
as basic core Category 1 courses effective for the 1988-89 schoo
year, replacing Algebra 1, Parts 1A and B, and Al gebra 1, Parts 2A
and B.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 181-88 Re: PROCUREMENT CONTRACTS OVER $25, 000
On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion Ms. Praisner
seconded by Dr. Shoenberg, the follow ng resolution was adopted

unani nousl y:

WHEREAS, Funds have been budgeted for the purchase of equipnent,
supplies, and contractual services; and

WHEREAS, It is recommended that the bids received in response to Bid

No. 14-88, Conputer Scheduling System be rejected due to
i nsufficient funds; and

WHEREAS, This scheduling system has been budgeted in FY 1989 and, if
approved, will be rebid later; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That Bid No. 14-88 be rejected; and be it further
RESOLVED, That havi ng been duly advertised, the contracts be awarded
to the | ow responsive bidders neeting specifications as shown for the

bi ds as foll ows:

COG NO. Gasoline Fuel 80143

AWARDEES

Di scount O | Conpany $ 168,975 *
J. EE Meintzer and Sons, Inc. 957, 525
Tot al $ 1,126,500

GSA NO  Condi al Tel ephone Equi pment OOK86AHDO016

AWARDEE
Cal so Conmuni cati ons, Inc. $ 415, 000

84- 88 Ceiling Board and Gid System Material s

AWARDEES

The Walter E. Canpbell Co., Inc. $ 74 *
Hudson Supply and Equi pnent Co. 14, 033
J. B. Acoustical Supply 16, 023
Tot al $ 30, 130

88- 88 Industrial Arts Lunber
AWARDEES
Al lied Pl ywood Corporation $ 12,324

The Mann and Par ker Lunber Co. 57, 293



90- 88

92- 88

95- 88

Physi

Fur ni

Fl oor

Nor t heast ern Lunber Co.

Tot al $

cal Education Supplies and Equi prent

AWARDEES

Al lied Recreation Co. $

Al um num At hl eti ¢ Equi pnent Co.
American Institutional Sales Corp.
Anaconda- Kaye Sports, Inc.

BSN Cor p.

CMZ Cannon Sports

Dekan Athletic Equi pnment Corp.
The Dugout Sporting Goods Co.
DVF Sporting Goods Co.

E & S Recreation

Eagl e Sports Co.

Fi tness Industries

Fl aghouse, 1nc.

Bill Fritz Sports

G bson, Inc.

Copher Activewear and Sports Equip.
G aves- Hunphreys Co.

Kapl an School Supply Corp

LIC, Inc.

McKil Il en Sports

Mar | ow Sports, Inc.

The M ni - Gym Co.

Mtchell & Ness

Passon's Sports

J.A. Preston Corp.

Priceless Installations

Rock Terrace Hi gh Schoo
Ceorge Santell

Spor t mast er

Sport - Tech

Tiffin Athletic Mats, Inc.

U S. Ganes, inc.

Wl veri ne Sports

Tot al $

sh and Install Cosnetol ogy Equi pnent

AWARDEE

Davi dson Supply Co., Inc. $
Mai nt enance Supplies

AWARDEES

District Supply, Inc. $

Hunt i ngt on Laboratories, Inc.

30, 830



Tot al $ 120, 251

99- 88 Dupl i cating Supplies

AWARDEES

Chasel l e, Inc. $ 3, 404
d obe Ofice Supply Co., Inc. 10, 637 *
|.E.S. S 25,624 *
Landon Systens Corp. 8, 867
J.S. Latta, Inc. 532
Martin Associates, Inc. 2,116 *
Met ropol i tan Ri bbon & Carbon 2,028
Nashua Corp. O P. Div. 67, 265
Ni chol as P. Pipino Associ ates 6,012
Repeat - O Tyne M g. Corp. 5,995
Rudol ph''s O fice Supply, Inc. 89 *
Virginia |Inpression Products Co.,Inc. 4,335
Vi sual Systens Co., Inc. 15, 700 *
Tot al $ 152,604

104- 88 Athletic UniformBid

AWARDEES

Chanpi on Products, Inc. $ 16,538
Mar | ow Sports, Inc. 10, 360
The Neff Conpany 1,134
Shi pl ey’ s Sporting Goods 1, 930
Team Di stri butors, Inc. 16, 834
Tot al $ 46,796

* Asterisk denotes MD vendors

RESOLUTI ON NO. 182-88  AMENDMENTS TO THE FY 1989 CAPI TAL
| MPROVEMENTS PROGRAM

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Ms.
Prai sner seconded by Dr. Shoenberg, the follow ng resol ution was
adopt ed unani nousl y:

WHEREAS, Based on the County Council's tentative action on the Board
of Education's FY 1989 Capital Budget, there is a need to nodify the
appropriations requested for several projects; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Board of Education amend its FY 1989 Capita
Budget as fol | ows:

ORI G NAL AVENDED
REQUEST REQUEST

Pl anned Life Cycle Asset
Repl acenent (PLAR) & Loca
Capital |nprovenents $ 5,972



Pl anned Life Cycle Asset

Repl acenent $ 1,588
Mechani cal Systens Rehab. 1, 592
Roof Repl acenent 1,792
Future School Modern/ Renov 1, 000
Subt ot al $ 5,972 $ 5,972
Monocacy ES Mbder ni zati on 2,343 2,343 *

* Appropriation for a larger comunity-size gymasi um nmust be
requested by the Board of Education as Mntgomery County Public
Schools will be awarding the construction contract. Expenditures
wi Il be considered part of the Departnent of Recreation budget.

RESOLVED, That the FY 1989 Capital I|nprovenments Program be anmended
accordi ngly.

For the record, Ms. Praisner stated that it was her understandi ng
that (1) if they found that the funds for mechanical and roof

repl acenent, etc. for those specific itenms are not adequate they
could adjust within those itens them and (2) although their capital
budget woul d be increased to accomobdate the noney for Mnocacy

El ementary School's larger gym this would carry the asterisk that

i ndi cates those were not MCPS funds but Recreation Departnent funds.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 183-88 Re: TRANSFER OF FUNDS - VARI QUS CAPI TAL
PRQIECTS

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Ms.
Prai sner seconded by Dr. Shoenberg, the follow ng resol ution was
adopt ed unani nousl y:

WHEREAS, Surplus funds are in the budget appropriation for the S
Christa MAuliffe Elementary School project; and

WHEREAS, Additional funds are required to finish the site work and
furni sh and equip the new Phoenix Il facility; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That surplus funds of $120,000 be transferred fromthe S
Christa MAuliffe Elementary School project No. 110-01 to the | ocal
unl i qui dated surplus account No. 999; and be it further

RESOLVED, That $80, 000 be transferred fromthe | ocal unliquidated
surplus account No. 999 to the Phoenix Il project No. 514-01; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That the county executive be requested to recomend
approval of these transfers to the County Council .

RESOLUTI ON NO. 184-88 Re: WORKS OF ART FOR STRAWBERRY KNCLL
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Ms.
Prai sner seconded by Dr. Shoenberg, the follow ng resol ution was



adopt ed unani nousl y:

WHEREAS, Authorization for the selection of artists to receive
conmi ssions to produce works of art is delineated in Article V,
Section 1, Chapter 8, "Buildings," of the MONTGOVERY COUNTY CODE; and

WHEREAS, Staff has enpl oyed sel ection procedures subnmitted by the
superintendent to the Board of Education on February 10, 1984; and

WHEREAS, The Montgonmery County Arts Council has participated in the
sel ection as required by I aw, and

WHEREAS, Funds have been appropriated for this purpose in the FY 1988
Capital |nprovenents Program and

WHEREAS, The | aw al so requires County Council approval before the
Board of Education can enter into contracts with the artists; now
therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Board of Education enter into the follow ng
contractual agreenents subject to County Council approval:

ARTI ST WORK COW SSI ON
Marcia Billig Scul pture $20, 000
Craig English Mur al s 15, 000
Jerry Carter Mosai ¢ 9, 000
Maureen Melville St ai ned d ass 7,000
Quy Fairlanmb Mur al 6, 000
Tom Wheel er St ai ned d ass 3,200

and be it further

RESOLVED, That the County Council be requested to approve the above
conmi ssions to the indicated artists.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 185-88 Re: WORKS OF ART FOR MOYER ROAD ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Ms.
Prai sner seconded by Dr. Shoenberg, the follow ng resol ution was
adopt ed unani nousl y:

WHEREAS, Authorization for the selection of artists to receive
conmi ssions to produce works of art is delineated in Article V,
Section 1, Chapter 8, "Buildings," of the MONTGOVERY COUNTY CODE; and

WHEREAS, Staff has enpl oyed sel ection procedures subnmitted by the
superintendent to the Board of Education on February 10, 1984; and

WHEREAS, The Montgonmery County Arts Council has participated in the
sel ection as required by I aw, and

WHEREAS, Funds have been appropriated for this purpose in the FY 1988



Capital |nprovenents Program and

WHEREAS, The | aw al so requires County Council approval before the
Board of Education can enter into contracts with the artists; now
therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Board of Education enter into the follow ng
contractual agreenents subject to County Council approval:

ARTI ST WORK COW SSI ON
Valter Kravitz Mobi | es $16, 000
Lorrai ne Vail Rel i ef 15, 000
Lilli Ann Rosenberg Mosai ¢ Mur al 14, 000
Rosal i e Sher man Scul ptures 12,000

and be it further

RESOLVED, That the County Council be requested to approve the above
conmi ssions to the indicated artists.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 186-88 Re: ASBESTCS | NSPECTI ON AND MANAGEMENT
PLAN SERVI CES

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Ms.
Prai sner seconded by Dr. Shoenberg, the follow ng resol ution was
adopt ed unani nousl y:

WHEREAS, | n accordance with appropriate Mntgonmery County Public
School s procedures, bids have been received to provide federally
mandat ed asbestos inspection and asbestos managenent pl an devel opnent
services for all Mntgonmery County Public Schools facilities; and

WHEREAS, The | owest responsi bl e bidders have proposed to provide
required services for a total anount that is |less than earlier
estimates; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Board of Education enter into the follow ng

contractual agreenents subject to approval of funds by the Mntgomery
County Counci | :

MCPS FACI LI TI ES GROUP

FI RM ASBESTGCS | NSPECTI ON AND MANAGEMENT PLAN  AMOUNT
Pr of essi onal Service Industries 1 $87, 376
806 Bar kwood Court, Suite K 2 88, 589
Li nthicum WMD 21090 3 88, 401
Apex Environnental, Inc. 4 85, 405
7930 A d Ceorget own Road 5 87, 305

Bet hesda, MD 20814

and be it further



RESOLVED, That the Board of Education anmend its request of January
12, 1988, for an energency appropriation of $934,000 for

asbest os-testi ng and nmanagenent plan devel opment and rel ated costs by
reduci ng the anount to $634, 000.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 187-88 Re: ADJUSTMENT TO ARCH TECTURAL CONTRACT FOR
QUI NCE ORCHARD HI GH SCHOCL

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Ms.
Prai sner seconded by Dr. Shoenberg, the follow ng resol ution was
adopt ed unani nousl y:

WHEREAS, The County Council has tentatively approved architectura
pl anni ng funds for a 16-cl assroom addition to Quince O chard Hi gh
School, which will increase the student capacity to 2,000 students;
and

WHEREAS, Staff has negotiated a fee with the Quince Orchard High
School project architect to conplete these plans; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Board of Educati on approve an increase of $98, 000
to the contract with Ginmand Parker Architects to provide
architectural services for the new addition, contingent upon fina
County Council approval of this project, as part of the Board' s FY
1989 Capital Budget.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 188-88 Re: ARCH TECTURAL ADJUSTMENT FOR
LAYTONSVI LLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Ms.
Prai sner seconded by Dr. Shoenberg, the follow ng resol ution was
adopt ed unani nousl y:

WHEREAS, The architectural contract for Laytonsville El ementary
School was negotiated to provide plans for the nodernization of the
exi sting building; and

WHEREAS, The contract requires nodifications to provide additiona
services; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve an amendnent to the
contract with Snol en/ Rushing Associates to provide architectura
services for Laytonsville Elenentary School nodernization, increasing
the fee from $160, 000 to $225, 000.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 189-88 Re: ARCH TECTURAL APPO NTMENT FCR BRI GGS
CHANEY M DDLE SCHOOL

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Ms.
Prai sner seconded by Dr. Shoenberg, the follow ng resol ution was
adopt ed unani nousl y:

WHEREAS, It is necessary to appoint an architectural firmto provide



pr of essi onal technical services during the design and construction
phases of the proposed Briggs Chaney M ddl e School; and

WHEREAS, Funds for architectural planning have been appropriated as
part of the FY 1988 Capital Budget for this project; and

WHEREAS, The architectural selection commttee, in accordance with
procedures approved and adopted by the Board of Education on May 13,
1986, identified the firmnost qualified to provide the necessary
prof essi onal architectural and engi neering services; now therefore be
it

RESOLVED, That the Montgonmery County Board of Education enter into a
contractual agreenent with the architectural firmof SHW, Inc., to
provi de professional services for the proposed Briggs Chaney Mddle
School for a fee of $578, 750.

*Dr. Cronin rejoined the neeting at this point.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 190- 88 Re: FY 1988 SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRI ATI ON FOR
SPECI AL PRQJECTS I N SCI ENCE AND
MATHENMATI CS

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Ms.
Prai sner seconded by M. Herscowitz, the follow ng resolution was
adopt ed unani nousl y:

RESOLVED, That the superintendent of schools be authorized, subject
to County Council approval, to receive and expend an FY 1988

suppl emrental appropriation of $59,268 fromthe Maryland State
Department of Education under the Education for Econom c Security
Act, Title Il, for the mathemati cs and science training of selected
K-12 teachers in the foll ow ng categories:

CATEGORY AMOUNT

1 Admi ni stration $56, 234
10 Fi xed Charges 3,034
Tot al $59, 268

and be it further

RESOLVED, That the county executive be requested to recomend
approval of this resolution to the County Council and a copy be
transmtted to the county executive and the County Council.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 191-88 Re: FY 1988 SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRI ATI ON FOR
| NTENSI VE VOCATI ONAL ENGLI SH AND SKI LLS
PROGRAM

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Ms.
Prai sner seconded by M. Herscowitz, the follow ng resolution was
adopt ed unani nousl y:



RESOLVED, That the superintendent of schools be authorized, subject
to County Council approval, to receive and expend an FY 1988

suppl emental appropriation of $31,533 fromthe Mntgonery County
Department of Social Services, Division of Fam |y Resources, under
Title I'V of the Refugee Act of 1980 (P.L. 96-212) to extend the

I ntensi ve Vocational English and Skills Programin the foll ow ng
cat egori es:

CATEGORY AMOUNT

2 Instructional Salaries $26, 317
3 G her Instructional Costs 3,111
10 Fi xed Charges 2,105
Tot al $31, 533

and be it further

RESOLVED, That the county executive be requested to recomend
approval of this resolution to the County Council and a copy be
transmtted to the county executive and the County Council.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 192-88 Re: UTI LI ZATI ON OF FY 1988 FUTURE SUPPORTED
PROJIECT FUNDS FOR THE SCHOOL | MPROVENMENT
THROUGH | NSTRUCTI ONAL PROCESSES ( SI TI P)
LEARNI NG STYLES PRQIECT

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Ms.
Prai sner seconded by M. Herscowitz, the follow ng resolution was
adopt ed unani nousl y:

RESOLVED, That the superintendent of schools be authorized to receive
and expend within the FY 1988 Provision for Future Supported Projects
a grant award of $1,000 from MSDE under the Chapter 2, ECH A program
in Category 1, Administration

and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to the county
executive and the County Council

RESOLUTI ON NO. 193-88 Re: PRESENTATI ON OF PRELI M NARY PLANS
HADLEY FARMS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
(AREA 3)

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Dr. Cronin
seconded by Ms. Praisner, the follow ng resolution was adopted
unani nousl y:

WHEREAS, The architect for the new Hadl ey Farns El enentary School has
prepared the schematic design in accordance with the educationa
speci fications; and



WHEREAS, The Hadl ey Farnms El enentary School Planning Conmittee has
approved the proposed schematic design; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Montgonery County Board of Education approve the
prelimnary plan report for Hadley Farns El enentary School, prepared
by Thomas C ark Associ ates.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 194-88 Re: WEI GHTED C GRADES

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Ms.
Prai sner seconded by M. Herscowitz, the follow ng resolution was
adopt ed unani nousl y:

RESOLVED, That starting in Septenber 1988, C s in those advanced
pl acenent and advanced | evel courses which have no regul ar | evel
woul d be weighted; and be it further

RESOLVED, That this be approved for the follow ng courses:

ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES
ART
Studio Art AP A & B (
Studio Art AP A & B (
COWPUTER SCl ENCE
Conput er Science AP A & B
ENGLI SH
English AP A & B
MATHEMATI CS
Calculus A & B
SCl ENCE
Bi ol ogy AP A & B (single period)
Bi ol ogy AP A & B (doubl e peri od)
Chemistry AP A & B (single period)
A&B
& B

si ngl e period)
doubl e peri od)

Chemi stry AP (doubl e peri od)
Physics AP A
SOCI AL STUDI ES
Anerican Governnment and Politics AP
Conpar ati ve Government and Politics AP
Eur opean History AP A & B
U S Hstory AP A&B
ADVANCED LEVEL COURSES
FORElI GN LANGUAGES
Moder n Forei gn Languages, Levels 5A & B, 6 A & B
MATHEMATI CS
Al gebra 2 with Trigononmetry A & B
El ement ary Functi ons
Anal ytic Ceonetry
SCl ENCE
Anat ony and Physi ol ogy
BLAI R MAGNET COURSES
| NTERNATI ONAL BACCALAUREATE COURSES

Re: A LONG TUDI NAL STUDY OF CHI LDREN | N
PRESCHOOL SPECI AL EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS



Dr. Patricia Edm ster, coordinator of Child Find/ CEDS/ Early Chil dhood
Handi capped Unit, reported that this was the first group of results
froma very exciting study that DEA was doi ng on preschool special
education prograns. They were excited because it was a | andmark
approach to research in this area because for nmany years research was
done by universities with selected sanples. This study took all the
preschool ers who had been referred to special education, regardless
of the handi capping condition, tested themprior to their entrance in
a speci al education program and followed themfor a period of tinmne.
The children would continue to be followed to see how t hey were
progressing. As educators, they had thought that early intervention
woul d make a difference, but they did not have the efficacy research
for say for certain. Now MCPS had that information to build its own
prograns and al so to hel p other school systens. This was critica
because of the new federal legislation, P.L. 99-457, which will go
into effect by 1990-91. For several years, Maryland has nandat ed
that schools serve a younger popul ation, but the new | aw woul d
mandat e this federally.

Dr. Pitt remarked that the critical point was that MCPS was al ready
doi ng what the federal |aw mandated. Dr. Edm ster added that Dr.

H awat ha Fount ai n, associ ate superintendent for special education

was serving on a governor's task force to | ook at the new | egislation
because it did nake sonme changes fromP.L. 94-142. Now they were at
t he begi nning stages at the state level to identify service delivery
nodel s and i nteragency cooperation; however, they were ahead of ot her
states and the federal government was using Maryland as a nodel. In
addi ti on, Channel 7 was doing a story on the preschool program at

St ephen Knol I s.

Ms. DiFonzo asked if there would be an increase in federal nonies,
and Dr. Edmi ster replied that they would receive nore but not as much
as ot her systens because Mntgonmery County had been doing this for
sone tinme.

Dr. Joy Frechtling introduced Dr. Joy Markowitz, who was the

princi pal author of the study and who would continue with the study
over the next two and a half years. She also introduced Dr. John
Larson who had hel ped with the data anal yses of the study. Dr.
Frechtling reported that they had started studying infants and young
children as soon as they had been identified as being in need of
speci al education. They tried to get a conprehensive and consi st ent
picture of every child entering special education and follow them
through their service years. They had tried to be consistent in the
dat a obt ai ned about every child. They had used the Battelle

Devel opnental Inventory (BDI) to get a profile of every child, and
every child had been tested each year they were in the program This
gave them a baseline along with progress each year, although the

i nstrunments used changed as the child got older. She expl ained that
they | ooked at the kinds of services and prograns received by the
students to see if there were any systematic patterns. They also
spent a lot of effort in dealing with parents to find out their views
of the programand the effect on the famlies thensel ves of having a



speci al education child. There is a |lot of docunentation about
stress on famlies with handi capped children. At the tinme the report
was devel oped they had a sanple of 600 plus students, nore nale than
female, but with a distribution conparable to that of MCPS regardi ng
raci al and et hnic groups.

Dr. Shoenberg wondered how they could test the cognitive devel oprment
of an 11-nonth-old baby. Dr. Markowitz replied that an 11-nonth-old
had the concept that objects were permanent. Therefore, they m ght
hi de an obj ect under a handkerchief to see whether the child would
try to renove the handkerchief to get at the object. Dr. Shoenberg
asked i f Down Syndrone children were included, and Dr. Frechtling
replied that they were including with nost of themin the

mul ti - handi capped program Dr. Edm ster added that typically these
children were picked up early, usually frombirth because Down
Syndrome was easily identified medically. The study also included
blind children, auditorily inpaired children, children with cerebra
pal sy, but not usually the enotionally disturbed. Dr. Frechtling
comment ed that the handi cappi ng code at the tine of initial placenment
gave them an idea of the diagnosis at the time of placement with the
| argest nunber in speech, |anguage and nul ti-handi caps.

Dr. Frechtling reported that as they | ooked at the students on a
yearly basis they drew up devel opnental profiles on the changes in
their skill levels over time with service. They did their analyses
separatel y by handi cappi ng conditi on because very early on they saw
different patterns of effects depending upon the initial handi cappi ng
condition. They m ght have a group of students showi ng good progress
in the cognitive area but not necessarily in other areas neasured by
the Battelle. They had al so used a new technique in the first year
of the programto separate out changes due to maturation fromthose
due to the program However, this was only valid for the first year
the child was in the programregardless of the child s age upon
entering the program

Dr. Frechtling reported that they were excited about the growth that
was attributable to participating in the program |t appeared that
the earlier the student was identified and started receiving
services, the greater the gains. Dr. Cronin asked about a control
group for purposes of conparison, and Dr. Frechtling replied that
they did not have a control group because that woul d nean having an
untreated group of handi capped children. Ms. Praisner asked if,
with the newlaw, it mght be possible to have sonme states adm nister
tests to handi capped students before they were admtted to a program
Dr. Larson replied that they m ght be able to shop around the country
with their coll eagues. Dr. Markowitz explai ned that several years
ago they tried to get federal funding to work with the State of
Virgi ni a because they did not nmandate services frombirth, but

Mont gonmery County was unconfortable with not serving children
identified as handi capped.

Dr. Pitt asked if they were assumng the gains fromthe programwoul d
continue throughout the school life of the youngster. Dr. Frechtling
replied that their data indicated that while the program gave the



child a boost there was sonme leveling off. Dr. Pitt assunmed there
woul d be sone gain because MCPS was doing a skilled job with the
youngst ers; however, they m ght have a different programif children
ended up catching up after four or five years of schooling. Dr.
Shoenberg pointed out that with Head Start there was an initial
effect and then a danping effect over tine. Dr. Frechtling pointed
out the changes in their ability over the past 15 years to treat
children with Down Syndrone. \Wereas 15 years ago sone of these
students woul d have been institutionalized, they were now able to
operate with mnimal support and in sone cases were in mainstreaned
cl assroons.

Dr. Steven Frankel, director of the DEA, noted that they now had the
only data base like this in the United States which would enabl e
people to trace growmh frombirth to see the effects of maturation
and programinterventions. Dr. Frechtling called attention to the
graph on parent satisfaction. Wth seven public and private
prograns, they had an extrenely high | evel of parent satisfaction
fromboth the survey and from parent comments. Dr. Frankel pointed
out that in addition to this, they had the only code nodel to rapidly
and accurately conpute the cost of services for preschool handi capped
youngsters. Both studies would provide valuable information to MCPS
and to other school districts.

Dr. Hi awat ha Fountai n, associ ate superintendent, reported that this
year they had placed ten youngsters in regular kindergarten out of
the PEP program and ot her prograns. Three or five years ago these
youngsters woul d have stayed in special education. They were
watching this to see if this would multiply. Dr. Edm ster added that
as a result of their research and prograns they had received
addi ti onal federal noney to establish a preschool autistic program
Dr. Frechtling said that they would be using the Battelle in the
autistic programto get additional data.

In regard to the Battelle, Dr. Markowitz expl ained that they started
using it in 1983, and people around the country were now starting to
use it. One of the greatest things they could offer to the

prof essi onal conmunity was information about this instrument. Wile
t he publisher suggested it could be used up to age eight, MCPS woul d
not be using it beyond age six because they felt they were not
getting the full range of children's abilities beyond that point.

For exanple, the speech-inpaired and | anguage-i npaired youngsters
were ceiling out on the test. The test was not being used for
screeni ng and pl acenent decisions. It was, however, being used for
research purposes although M nnesota had chosen it as a statew de
test to use to determne if preschool age youngsters were

handi capped. Ms. Praisner inquired about the norm group used on the
test, and Dr. Markowitz replied that the test was in devel opnent for
ten years had started with the U S. Departnent of Education. She
woul d provide all of the background on the test to Board nenbers.

Dr. Edmi ster recalled that it also included handi capped children in
certain categories in the normgroup. They had pulled itens from
other valid instruments to conme up with a test across al

devel opnental areas to give a profile of the child.



M. Ewi ng commented that the report was excellent and he was
delighted with the results. He asked if they had anything planned to
focus on longer termbenefits of early intervention. Dr. Edm ster
replied that they had another two and a half years of this study.
They were | ooking to docunment inprovenent in the quality of the lives
of the children, the lives of their famlies, and students

capability as young adults and on into the world of work. For
exanpl e, they knew nore about the medi cal problens of Down Syndrone
children and it was hard to ferret out the cause for the gains they
were seeing in these children. 1In addition, they did not have good
dat a about the Down Syndrome youngsters in the schools 20 years
previously.

Dr. Frankel observed that fromthese studies they were |earning
techniques to study all children. He saw 80 to 90 percent of this as
application anywhere on the educational spectrum Dr. Markowtz

poi nted out that even if they didn't have a control group in the
strict sense, by the end of the study their ol dest children would be
in fifth grade and they woul d have nore opportunities for

conpari sons.

M. Ewing stated that they had tal ked about |ong-termresearch which
m ght be expensive and conpl ex. He hoped that they would think not
just big but creatively about how they could go about providing the
fundi ng and the | ong-term sustai ned support for this kind of work.
Dr. Fountain said that he wanted to foll ow these students through
graduati on and perhaps get sonme cooperation with universities and
other agencies to trail themfor 25 or 30 years. He thought this

i nformati on woul d be usable in many ways that they hadn't even

consi dered yet as they devel oped greater uses of technology. Ms.

Di Fonzo thought they might be able to interest sone group like the
Kennedy Foundation to continue this if federal funds did run out. As
a menber of the Board of Education, she was pleased and proud to see
a group doing this kind of study and working with those kind of

prof essi onal s achieving these results for students. She thought it
was a tremendous conplinment to Montgonery County.

M's. Praisner remarked that the Board had had two exciting

di scussi ons today about curriculumand this study; however, they had
di scussed these issues in front of a nearly enpty press table. She
hoped that the systemwould be able to publicize these very positive
presentations.

Re: REPORT ON LEG SLATI VE SESSI ON

Ms. Lois Stoner, legislative aide, stated that this year they did
not have a lot of fiscal issues which usually took up a lot of tine.
They did have a lot of bills of inportance to the school conmunity,
however. She reported that of the 42 bills on which the Board had
taken positions, only four did not go their way this year. This was
an incredi ble average, and she conmented that a lot of it was due to
the Geen Street Coalition. She would report on six bills that were
still active at the end of the session



HB 386 invol ved notification of attorneys by the |ocal coordinating
counsel . They succeeded to getting that sonewhat restricted to
notification only of court-appointed attorneys rather than al
attorneys for children going for residential placenment. HB 664
started as a bill for Wrcester County and ended up as a
transportation funding bill. Beginning in 1990 MCPS woul d get 3
percent additional funding plus $500 per additional handi capped
rider. HB 834 involving the right of parents to conpel witnesses
never managed to get voted on in the Senate, and this was a bill that
t he Board had opposed. HB 870 through the efforts of Ms. Joan
Karasi k was nodified to include eligibility for tuition aid for

physi cal and occupati onal therapist assistants. HB 889 was the

pr of essi onal standards board, and she conplinented Ms. Di Fonzo on
her attenpt to testify on this bill. The bill had failed at the | ast
m nute on the floor of the Senate.

Ms. Stoner reported that HB 1069 had to do with the 180 day limt
for the State Circuit Court of Appeals fromthe placenent decision of
the State Hearing Board. This bill was adopted, and she hoped that
the federal courts would | ook at this. She said that it was an

i nteresting year and thanked Dr. Stan Sirotkin, Ms. Dottie Nenstiel
M. Fess, and Dr. Miir for their assistance. On behalf of the Board
M's. Di Fonzo thanked Ms. Stoner for all of her efforts on behalf of
the Board and the Montgonery County Public School s.

Re: BQOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

1. M. BEwing noted that the Board woul d be di scussing the report of
t he wor ki ng group on the hal f-day kindergarten/extended day child
devel opnent program which the Council had just received. It seened
to himthat it was not clear in the report that the Board had to
agree to do this because of the inpact of the plan on facilities,
staff, and education. He hoped that when they discussed the report
they woul d nake a determ nation about at |east the educational part
of the report.

2. M. Ewing inquired about when the Board woul d be receiving a
status report on the progress they were naking on mnority
achi evenent and rel ated issues. He pointed out that this was the
fifth anniversary of Priority 2. Dr. Vance expected that the report
woul d be ready in early June.

3. Ms. Praisner indicated that she would copy an article fromthe
SCHOOL BOARD NEWS on Toffler's di scussion on snokestack school s and
denat hi ficati on.

4. Ms. Praisner stated that for sonme tine she had been concerned
about the increase in drug activity and drug trafficking within the
county. She had read that the high school principals had nmade sone
proposal s to the superintendent about this comunity issue, and she
wanted to know when the Board woul d see sonething fromthat al ong
with a strong statenent on behal f of the Board and MCPS about
cooperative efforts with other agencies. Dr. Pitt reported that he
had asked Dr. Vance to get together a small group of people to | ook
into issues. The principals did not see nore drug use on the canpus
or students selling drugs, but they were concerned about increased



drug use and sales in the comunity. They had tal ked about ways in
whi ch they could work with the county governnent on these issues.
M's. Praisner asked about relationships with the police and what

could be done about drug trafficking in proximty to schools. Dr.
Pitt replied that he would get that information. Dr. Vance added

that they had good cooperation with the police and did stay in touch

with the chief of police. 1In addition, the executive staff net
annually with the chief and his staff.
5. Dr. Cronin said that he woul d provide the Board with copies of a

letter the president of Montgonery Coll ege was sending to the parents

of eighth graders. Dr. Parilla encouraged parents to supervise

course selections children would be maki ng for high school because of

coll ege requirenments. He urged that students go into higher |evel
English, foreign | anguages, nmathematics, biology, chem stry, and
physi cs.

6. M. Herscowitz asked if students would be allowed to resel ect
courses because of the Board's action today on weighting Cs in
honors cour ses.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 195-88 Re: EXECUTI VE SESSION - APRIL 25, 1988

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Ms.
Prai sner seconded by M. ol densohn, the follow ng resol ution was
adopt ed unani nousl y:

WHEREAS, The Board of Education of Montgonery County is authorized by
Section 10-508, State Governnent Article of the ANNOTATED CODE OF
MARYLAND to conduct certain of its nmeetings in executive cl osed
session; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Board of Education of Mntgonery County hereby
conduct its neeting in executive closed session begi nning on Apri

25, 1988, at 7:30 p.m to discuss, consider, deliberate, and/or

ot herwi se deci de the enpl oynent, assignnment, appointnment, pronotion
denoti on, conpensation, discipline, renoval, or resignation of

enpl oyees, appointees, or officials over whomit has jurisdiction, or
any other personnel matter affecting one or nore particul ar
individuals and to conmply with a specific constitutional, statutory
or judicially inposed requirenment that prevents public disclosures
about a particular proceeding or matter as permtted under the State
Government Article, Section 10-508; and that such neeting shal
continue in executive closed session until the conpletion of

busi ness.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 196- 88 Re: NATI ONAL SECRETARI ES WEEK, APRI L 25-29,
1988

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Dr. Cronin
seconded by Ms. Praisner, the follow ng resolution was adopted
unani nousl y:

WHEREAS, A well-qualified and dedi cated staff of secretarial and
clerical enployees is an integral part of an effective school system
and



WHEREAS, The Montgomery County public school systemis extrenely
fortunate in having such a staff; and

WHEREAS, The Board of Education wi shes to recognize publicly the
conpet ency and dedi cation of this group of enployees and express its
appreciation for their efforts in the effective, courteous, and
econom cal operation of our school system and

WHEREAS, The week of April 25 through April 29, 1988, has been
designated as National Secretaries' Wek; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That National Secretaries' Wek be observed by the school
system during the week of April 25 through 29, 1988; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That Friday, April 29, 1988, be designated as Secretaries'
Day for the Montgonery County Public Schools.

RESOLUTI ON NO. 197-88 Re: M NUTES OF FEBRUARY 9 AND MARCH 1,
14, 15, and 16, 1988

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Dr. Cronin
seconded by Ms. Praisner, the follow ng resolution was adopted
unani nousl y:

RESOLVED, That the m nutes of February 9 and March 1, 14, 15, and 16,
1988, be approved.

Re: | TEM5S OF | NFORMATI ON
Board nmenbers received the following itens of information:

1. Itens in Process

2. Construction Progress Report

3. Evaluation of Progranms for Gfted and Tal ented El enentary
Students: Replication of the 1984 O assroom Observati ons

4. Quarterly Change Order Report

RESOLUTI ON NO. 198- 88 Re: EXECUTI VE SESSI ON
On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Ms.
Prai sner seconded by Dr. Cronin, the follow ng resol uti on was adopt ed
unani nousl y:
RESOLVED, That the Board of Education continue its executive session
as permtted by Section 10-508, State Government Article of the
ANNCTATED CODE OF MARYLAND.

Re:  ADJOURNVENT

The president adjourned the nmeeting at 4:15 p.m to executive
sessi on.
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