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MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Rockville, Maryland   

 
May 8, 2012 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Members of the Board of Education 
 
From:  Joshua P. Starr, Superintendent of Schools 
 
Subject: Naming of Downcounty Consortium Elementary School #29 
 
 
Executive Summary 
 
On February 27, 2012, the Montgomery County Board of Education (Board) approved a 
resolution requesting that four names—Mary McLeod Bethune, Charles Gilchrist, Josiah 
Henson, and Flora Singer—be considered for Downcounty Consortium Elementary School #29.  
In accordance with Regulation FFA-RA, Naming School Facilities, the School Naming 
Advisory Committee was convened by Mr. Kyle J. Heatwole, principal, Downcounty 
Consortium Elementary School #29.  The committee added more names during its discussion 
and reached consensus to recommend Flora M. Singer as the preferred name. 
 
Committee members had an opportunity to advocate for each name and to share feedback from 
the community members they polled.  The committee makeup was 19 percent Black or African 
American, 6 percent Hispanic/Latino, and 75 percent White and included 10 females and 5 
males.  During the meetings, members narrowed the list from 13 to 9 names.  A final 
opportunity for advocacy was given to participants using the list that included the four names 
provided by the Board and the names added by the committee. 
 
Attached is a memorandum to me, dated April 24, 2012, from Dr. Frieda K. Lacey, deputy 
superintendent of schools, which summarizes the School Naming Advisory Committee’s 
deliberations and provides background on the process and ranking of the school names. 
 
Present at the Board table are Ms. Bronda L. Mills, community superintendent, Office of School 
Support and Improvement, and Mr. Kyle J. Heatwole, principal, Downcounty Consortium 
Elementary School #29. 
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The following resolution is submitted for your consideration: 
 
WHEREAS, The School Naming Advisory Committee has submitted a report, dated  
Tuesday, April 24, 2012, ranking the following names for Downcounty Consortium Elementary 
School #29, in order of preference: 
 

1. Flora M. Singer Elementary School 
2. Forest Glen Elementary School 
3. Josiah Henson Elementary School 
4. Susan Niebur Elementary School 
5. Mary McLeod Bethune Elementary School 
6. Charles Gilchrist Elementary School 

 
WHEREAS, The School Naming Committee reached consensus on the recommendation to 
name the facility Flora M. Singer Elementary School; and 
 
WHEREAS, Pursuant to Regulation FFA-RA, Naming School Facilities, the final responsibility 
for officially naming a school building rests with the Montgomery County Board of Education; 
now therefore be it 
 
Resolved, That the Montgomery County Board of Education names the school building 
heretofore known as Downcounty Consortium Elementary School #29 as follows: 
 
                                                   Flora M. Singer Elementary School 
 

 
 
JPS:lgp 
 
Attachment 
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