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  Looki ng Ahead 
April — Arab American Heritage Month, 
               Autism Awareness Month, and 
               School Library Media Month 

April 8–12 — Autism Awareness 
                         & Spirit Week 

Monday, April 8 
Solar Eclipse (see page 2) 

Tuesday, April 9 — Activity Buses 
End of Marking Period 3 
Art Club, Room 210, Ms. Alvarado 
Chess Club, Room 115, Mr. Ciccarello 
eSports Club, Room 134, Mr. Conner and 
Mr. Maddox 
Homework Club, Room 227, Ms. Laraia 
Street Hockey, Mr. Sprankle 
PTA J&P Pizza Fundraiser (see page 3) 
Baker International Festival (see page 4) 

Wed, April 10 — No school for students 

Thursday, April 11 — Activity Buses 
Marking Period 4 begins 
Drama Club, Media Center, Ms. Friedman 
Flag Football, Field, Mr. Cummings 
Jazz Band, Room 107, Mrs. Fell 
K-Club, Room 210, Ms. Alvarado 
Kickball Club, Blacktop, Mr. Ruocco 
Street Hockey, Mr. Sprankle 

Friday, April 12 
Madhouse! Spring Drama Production 
   7:00 p.m., Baker MS auditorium 

Saturday, April 13 
Madhouse! Spring Drama Production 
   1:00 p.m., Baker MS gym 
Youth Climate Summit (see page 8) 
Weis Markets Bingo Fundraiser for  
   St. Jude’s (see page 10) 

Tuesday, April 16 — Activity Buses 
Music Department Chipotle Fundraiser 
   (see page 3) 

Wednesday, April 17 — Activity Buses 
Report cards available in StudentVUE and 
   ParentVUE 
SMOB Election 
Soccer vs. Neelsville, Boys Home/Girls Away 

Thursday, April 18 — Activity Buses 
Report cards distributed 

Friday, April 19 
Baker Kindness Day through World Studies 

Saturday, April 20 
Weis Markets Community Shred Event 
   (see page 10) 
Game Changer Conference (see page 9) 

Dr. Worthington’s Message 
 (Twitter):  DrLouise Worthington@BAKERprincipal 

Autism Awareness & Spirit Week 
Students and Staff:  Please show your support and spirit 
for Autism Awareness Month this week! 

• Monday, April 8:  Celebrate how our minds work – wear a hat! 
• Tuesday, April 9:  Celebrate the beauty of diverse ways of 

thinking – wear anything rainbow or tie-dye! 
• Wednesday, April 10:  We do not have school, but show your 

spirit at home. Celebrate focused passion of interest – wear 
your favorite outfit! 

• Thursday, April 11:  Show acceptance of individuals with 
autism – wearing red, blue, and/or yellow! 

• Friday, April 12:  Acknowledge sensory sensitivities, such as 
touch, sound, and hearing – wearing pajamas! 

 

2024-2025 Baker Middle School Motto 
The last day for submissions for Baker’s FY25 school motto via 
the portal on Baker’s website is Wednesday, April 10, 2024.  
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/bakerms/ 
We look forward to reading your suggestions! 
 

StudentVUE Update Glitch Solution 
With the new StudentVUE update, students may need to clear 
their browser data to remove previously cached versions of the 
site. They can clear browser data following these steps:   
https://support.google.com/accounts/answer/32050?
hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop  

https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/bakerms/
https://support.google.com/accounts/answer/32050?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop
https://support.google.com/accounts/answer/32050?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop


2 

2024 Total Solar Eclipse (NASA) 

Eclipse America 2024 (AAS) 

Eclipse activities—NASA SCoPE (ASU) 

7 Activities to Get Kids Excited for the Solar Eclipse (Scholastic) 

Pinwheel Template from Warby Parker 

Solar Eclipse Art Activity National Air and Space Museum 

https://science.nasa.gov/eclipses/future-eclipses/eclipse-2024/
https://eclipse.aas.org/eclipse-america-2024
https://scope.asu.edu/eclipse-activities/
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/learning-toolkit-blog/7-activities-to-get-kids-excited-solar-eclipse.html
https://www.warbyparker.com/assets/pdf/solar-eclipse-2024.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AKDVMHekJQzxChBiGcJWwv-QAYWLfe8SeaygSARNUTY/edit#heading=h.nnwi0mq7sbqw
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SSL News 
The hard deadline to turn in any SSL hours done in the 
2023/2024 school year is May 31, 2024. If you have done any 
SSL hours this school year, please make sure to get those forms 
turned in to Mrs. Paredes as soon as possible. If you do not turn 
in forms by May 31, the SSL hours will not count towards your 
record. Any SSL hours completed between June and August 
should be turned in at the beginning of next school year. If you 
have any questions, please contact Mrs. Paredes at 
Patricia_T_Paredes@mcpsmd.org. 
 

SGA Creating Comfort Case Backpacks 
SGA, with the help of the Baker MS community, is creating 
comfort case backpacks for teens in the foster care system in 
MCPS. Please donate any of these items: backpacks, duffel bags, 
blankets, pjs, journals, pens and pencils, stuffed animals, 
toothpaste, toothbrush, deodorant, shampoo and conditioner, 
soap, bodywash, and books. Travel sizes are preferred. 
 

MCCPTA Cluster Coordinators for Damascus 
We are in desperate need for 1-2 MCCPTA Cluster Coordinators 
to represent the Damascus community schools. This is a position 
that ensures that the Damascus perspective is taken into 
account when Montgomery County decisions are being made. 
You would participate in cluster and other Montgomery County 
level meetings (most are now virtual), representing the 
Damascus Cluster of schools and bringing back to our cluster 
information provided and decisions made. If you are interested 
in learning more, please contact Leander at 
lawdog9428@verizon.net or Aimee at aimee1000@yahoo.com. 
Leander cannot continue next year as her student is graduating, 
so please consider joining Aimee in this very important position! 
Average time per month:  3 hours 

mailto:Patricia_T_Paredes@mcpsmd.org
mailto:lawdog9428@verizon.net
mailto:aimee1000@yahoo.com
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Students will be photographed only if they have pre-ordered 
or have order forms with payments in hand. 

Order forms will be distributed to students on Thursday, April 18. 
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PTA de la escuela secundaria John T. Baker 

Promoción de 8vo grado y actividades de fin de año 
 
Hola familias de octavo grado. ¡Este es el último año de su hijo/a en Baker Middle School y habrá mucho 
que celebrar en junio 2024! Estamos planeado ahora y necesitamos su ayuda para que los eventos de 
octavo grado sean un éxito para nuestros niños. 
 
Los eventos y actividades de fin de año incluyen una camiseta de DHS Clase 2028 para cada estudiante, 
la celebración/baile del 8.º grado, un obsequio de la clase para la escuela y la ceremonia de promoción 
de 8.º 
 
Pedimos que las familias contribuyan con $25 o mas por cada niño. El dinero se aplicará a los 
artículos mencionados anteriormente y para garantizar que todos los estudiantes están incluidos, por lo 
que si desea contribuir con más de $25, será bien utilizado. También pedimos que las familias consideren 
inscribirse para ayudar con diversos eventos y actividades. Apreciamos tanto sus contribuciones 
financieras como su tiempo y esfuerzos para ayudar a crear recuerdos maravillosos para nuestros niños. 
 
Complete el formulario y envíelo, junto con su contribución de $25, a la oficina principal. Por favor haga 
los cheques a nombre de “Baker PTA” y nota en el memorando Y en el sobre:  “Promoción de 8.º 
grado”. Volver a PTA de la escuela secundaria Baker, 25400 Oak Drive, Damascus, MD 20872. 
 
Si prefiere las opciones de pago digital, puede pagar a través de PayPal usando @BakerMSPTA o 
escaneando el siguiente código QR: 

 
 
Las reuniones del comité de octavo grado son de 6 a 7 p. m. antes de las reuniones de la PTA. 
Manténgase conectado para saber cuál es el plan y ver cómo puede ayudar. Envíe sus preguntas por 
correo electrónico a la PTA a BakerPTA@yahoo.com. ¡Estamos muy agradecidos por su apoyo! 
 
El nombre completo de su hijo/a de octavo grado ____________________________________________________  
 
¡Háganos saber cómo puede ayudar! Encierra en un círculo uno o más. 
 
Promoción de baile/celebración Ceremonia Distribución de camisetas 
 
Recaudación de fondos Obsequio de clase Presidente del comité 
 
Nombre: _________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Correo electrónico: ________________________________________  Número de teléfono: __________________  
 
Adjunte su cheque de $25 a nombre de Baker PTA y marque en el memorando “Promoción de 8º grado”. 
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